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RIGHT UP 


With so many good teams facing so many big 


questions, 2006 could be anyone's year By mart Haves 


ike we don't know what you're thinking. 
Notre Dame, national champion? Let's see, 
the defense that couldn't stop anyone last 
season. The team that hasn't won a bowl 
game since Knute Rockne installed the Single 
Wing—or something close to that. How in the world 
can the Irish, two years removed from a coaching 
change and utter turmoil, find a way to win the 
national title? ) 

The same way defending national champion Texas, 
with two freshman quarterbacks, could. Or Ohio 
State with a completely revamped defense. Or LSU 
with a potential three-quarterback rotation. Or 
Southern California, Auburn or Oklahoma; really, just 
about anyone in the top 10—or for that matter, 
outside of the top 10. 

For the first time since the advent of the BCS 
system in 1998, there is no clear favorite leading the 
race for the Waterford crystal football. 

“We feel pretty good about our chances,” says USC 
coach Pete Carroll, whose team made it so easy to 
predict these things the past couple of years. Pencil 
in the Trojans and go from there, right? 


This time around, USC loses two of the greatest 
players of the last quarter century and a bunch of 
other key starters yet still somehow could find a way 
to Arizona to play for it all. And remember: The 
Trojans play Notre Dame in Los Angeles in what 
likely will be one of many—many more than previous 
seasons—momentum-changing games in the race for 
it all. 

‘The last month of the season,” says LSU coach 
Les Miles, “is going to get interesting.” 

And that’s what we're all about in college 
football, isn’t it? A little controversy, a little 
scoreboard watching, a little—wait, a lot—of BCS 
numbers crunching, a month of “Shakedown 
Saturdays” (or whatever cheesy television heads 
want to call it). 

And here is your championship game: Notre Dame 
vs. Ohio State. 

Then again, if Texas beats Ohio State in Week 2— 
the Longhorns have Jost three times at home in 
eight years under coach Mack Brown—we reserve the 
right to tweak things. 

Hey, if the BCS can do it, why can't we? 
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ALL-AMERICANS 


IS N’S First team Second team 


Offense Offense 

Pos, Player, school Ht. Wt. Cl. Pos. Player, school He WE. Ch 
WR __ Dwayne Jarrett, USC 6-5 210 Jr WR Sidney Rice, South Carolina 6-3 200 So. 
WR_ Calvin Johnson, Georgia Tech 6-4 235 Jr WR Jeff Samardzija, Notre Dame 6-5 216 Sr. 


TE Greg Olsen, Miami 6-5 252 Jr TE Clark Harris, Rutgers 6-6 255 Sr. 
1, Notre Dame. QB Brady Quinn, WR Jeff T Justin Blalock, Texas 6-4 335 Sr T Sam Baker, USC 6-5 305 Jr. 
Samardzija and RB Darius Walker are a holy T Joe Thomas, Wisconsin 6-8 306 Sr T Levi Brown, Penn State 6-5 328 Sr. 
trinity on offense. But the big question is: G Shannon Tevaga, UCLA 6-3. 310 Jr G Tim Duckworth, Auburn 6-4 310 Sr. 
Have the Irish learned to cover? G Josh Beekman, Boston College 6-2 325 Sr. G _ Kasey Studdard, Texas 6-3 305 Sr. 
2. Ohio State. The goo Hinews! (ig Dan Mozes, West Virginia 6-4 290 Sr. C Ryan Kalil, USC 6-3 285 Sr. 
QB Troy Smith, RB Antonio Pittman and QB Brady Quinn, Notre Dame 6-4 231 Sr. QB Troy Smith, Ohio State 6-1 215 Sr. 
F : RB Adrian Peterson, Oklahoma 6-2 218 Jr. RB Kenny Irons, Auburn 5-11 200 Sr. 
WRs Anthony Gonzalez and Ted Ginn—aka RB Marshawn Lynch, California 5-11 223 Jr. RB __ Steve Slaton, West Virginia 5-10 190 So. 
the “Fun Bunch’—come back. The bad? All Defense Defense 
but two defensive starters don't. E Quentin Moses, Georgia 6-4 250 Sr £  Mkristo Bruce, Washington State 6-6 250 Sr. 
3. Auburn. The SEC's best running backs E _ Lawrence Jackson, USC 6-5 265 Jr E Daniel Bazuin, Central Michigan 6-3 269 Sr. 
and line will trample foes. DEs Marquies T Marcus Thomas, Florida 6-3 290 Sr. T Quinn Pitcock, Ohio State 6-3. 295 Sr. 
Gunn and Quentin Groves are scary-good, T __ Brandon Mebane, California 6-3 306 Sr. T Jay Alford, Penn State 6-3 288 Sr. 
Hut Rubric on ite thind defehigive LB Paul Posluszny, Penn State 6-1 238 Sr. LB Brandon Siler, Florida 6-2 238 Ih 
: ; LB Patrick Willis, Mississippi 6-2 230 Sr. LB Rufus Alexander, Oklahoma 6-1 231 Sr. 
coordinator in three years. LB Buster Davis, Florida State 5-10 240 Sr. LB Anthony Waters, Clemson 6-3 240 Sr. 
4, LSU. The best group of receivers in the CB Leon Hall, Michigan 5-11 193 Sr. CB _ Fred Bennett, South Carolina 6-1 199 Sr. 
SEC will be there to help QB JaMarcus CB John Talley, Duke 5-11 180 Sr. CB Daymeion Hughes, California 6-2 188 Sr. 
Russell take the next step, and the S Eric Weddle, Utah 6-0 200 Sr. S Michael Griffin, Texas 6-0 205 Sr. 
secondary is second to none in the league. S Brandon Meriweather, Miami 6-0 188 Sr. S _ LaRon Landry, LSU 6-2 204 Sr. 
But questions abound at linebacker. Specialists Specialists 
: 4 K Mason Crosby, Colorado 6-2 210 Sr.  K __ Alexis Serna, Oregon State 5-8 162 Jr. 
5. West Virginia, A strong O-line provides P _ Daniel Sepulveda, Baylor 6-3 227 Sr. P Ken DeBauche, Wisconsin 6-2 221 Jr. 
an escort for QB Patrick White and KR Ted Ginn, Ohio State 6-0 175 Jr KR Steve Breaston, Michigan 6-1 182 “Sr. 


RB Steve Slaton. The secondary is littered 
with inexperience, and there are few 
difference-makers on defense. 


6. USC. The defense might be the nation’s 
best, and Dwayne Jarrett paces a star- 
studded group of receivers. But the 
departure of two Heisman Trophy winners 
leaves holes on offense. 


HEISMAN WATCH 

1. Brady Quinn, QB, Notre Dame. 
It's the perfect storm: The quarterback 
for the nation’s top team, the most 
storied program in the game and the 
ND publicity machine. And Quinn 


7. Texas. QB Vince Young has left the 
building, Who's next? At least the offensive 
line is tops in the Big 12, and lots of 
options return at running back, including 
Jamaal Charles. 


8. Florida. Brandon Siler leads a top 

linebackers unit, and the defensive line is 
full of playmakers. But the Gators’ running 
game hasn't exactly pleased Urban Meyer. 


9. Oklahoma. The Sooners are hungry 
to make amends for last season's 
performance. Whether they can depends 
on whether RB Adrian Peterson stays 
healthy and QB Rhett Bomar steps up. 


10. Florida State, The defense is a work in 
progress, but QB Drew Weatherford is an 
emerging talent. RBs Lorenzo Booker and 
Antone Smith are big-play threats. 


11, lowa. QB Drew Tate and RB Albert 
Young form a potent 1-2 punch behind the 
best offensive line in the Big Ten. New 
cornerbacks and linebackers must be 
worked in. 


could put up ungodly—no offense, 
Touchdown Jesus—numbers in his 
second year under offensive 
wizard/coach Charlie Weis. 

2. Troy Smith, QB, Ohio State. 
Remember Vince Young's rise after a 
huge bow! performance in the 2004 
season? We give you this years 
version. After two years of sputtering 
on and off the field, Smith is sleek, 
efficient and dynamic. The best 
dual-threat quarterback since, since ... 
Young. And let's face it: VY got hosed 
in last year’s race. 

3. Adrian Peterson, RB, Oklahoma. 


Look, he's on this list until A) he graduates; B) he turns pro; or C) he quits. And C isn't going to happen. 
The game's best pure runner has an added dimension: OU offensive coordinator Kevin Wilson wants to use 


him in the passing game. Good luck, opposing linebackers. 
4. Ted Ginn, WR/KR, Ohio State. There's this rumor floating around Columbus that the Ohio State staff 


finally realizes Ginn plays for the Buckeyes the first two months of each season. Apparently, there was 
some confusion the past two years. There's no other player in the nation who can do so much with so little 


space any time he touches the ball. 
5. Marshawn Lynch, RB, California. Ladies and gentlemen, we give you the star who won't get enough— 


take your pick—air time/face time/Lee Corso time to be a serious factor. Strong, fast and dynamic, he's the 


nation’s most exciting player this side of Ginn. 
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1§ N Yd ) 12. Georgia. Depth along 

both lines is thin, and 
10P | there's no obvious 
successor to D.J. Shockley. 
at quarterback. There's plenty of talent at 
running back and linebacker. DE Quentin 
Moses is a pass-rushing terror. 


13. California. WR DeSean Jackson is a 
big-play weapon, and RBs Marshawn Lynch 
and Justin Forsett are formidable. Still, 
Jeff Tedford needs a quarterback to run his 
offense. 


14. Miami. The core of a vicious defense 
returns. QB Kyle Wright continues to 
mature, but he'll be protected by an 
offensive line with four new starters. 


15. Penn State. The best set of 
linebackers in the country returns to 
Happy Valley, and Derrick Williams leads 
an exciting group of receivers. But the 
secondary needs four new starters. 


16. Virginia Tech. No more Vicks at VaTech 
means the Hokies need a new quarterback 
to throw to what could be the team’s best 
group of receivers ever. 


17. Michigan. QB Chad Henne and 

RB Mike Hart want to bring the swagger 
back to Ann Arbor. Depth at receiver and a 
strong defensive line will help their cause. 
18. Tennessee. The return of offensive 
coordinator David Cutcliffe could be just 
what QB Erik Ainge needs. Ainge also 
needs the Vols’ rebuilt offensive line to 
stand up to SEC defenses and open holes 
for RB Arian Foster. 


19. Louisville. Rising star QB Brian Brohm 
must prove he is over his knee injury. He 
throws to a deep group of receivers headed 
by Mario Urrutia. RB Michael Bush is a 
workhorse. 


20. Texas Tech. Lubbock is home to 
offensive wizard Mike Leach and the Big 
12's best stable of receivers. Tech breaks 
in a new quarterback, but that hasn't been 
a problem the past three years. 


21. TCU. The best linebackers you've never 
heard of play for the Horned Frogs. The 
backfield features three quality running 
backs, but four new starters on the 
offensive line need to jell quickly. 


22. Nebraska. Bill Callahan’s system is 
more entrenched, and Zac Taylor looks 
like the answer at quarterback. But 

RB Cory Ross must be replaced, and more 
receiving targets are needed. 

23. Oregon. RB Jonathan Stewart looks 
ready to be a star, and all five starting 
O-linemen return. There's uncertainty at 
quarterback; Dennis Dixon and Brady Leaf 
could share the starting job. 


GOTTA-SEE GAMES 
Ohio State at Texas, September 9. Don't think 
Texas, without Vince Young, has no shot. The 
Longhorns have a nasty front seven, and if 
freshman quarterbacks 
Colt McCoy and Jevan 
Snead keep turnovers 
to a minimum, Ohio 
State will be out of the 
national title hunt. 
LSU at Auburn, 
September 16. The 
game of the year. Two 
uber-talented teams in 
the same division of 
the same conference. 
Oklahoma at 
Oregon, September 16. The OU defense is pun- 
ishing again, and Adrian Peterson is healthy. 
That's well and good, but ask Michigan what hap- 
pens when you play in Autzen Stadium for the 
first time. This pup has upset written all over it. 
Texas vs. Oklahoma, October 7. If Texas sur- 
vives Ohio State, if OU makes it out of Oregon, 
this could be the last hurdle for each. If both 


aren't unbeaten, you'll find more intrigue betting 
your buddy how many fried Twinkies he can choke 
down at the Texas State Fair. 

West Virginia at Louisville, November 2. Go 
ahead, yuk it up. But both 
could be unbeaten, and both 
will have enough to make it 
to Phoenix if they are—WVU 
because of its early high poll 
position, and Louisville 
because of an early win 
against Miami. 

Michigan at Ohio State, 
November 18. The horror, 
the utter humility, if Ohio 
State beats Texas and makes 
it through the Big Ten 
unscathed—until it loses to Michigan at home 
with a spot in the national title game on the line. 

Notre Dame at USC, November 25. It can't 
possibly match the drama and intrigue of last 
year's sizzler, can it? Of course not—but it’s the 
last chance for Irish haters to unite in a fit of 
negative karma to keep the Domers from returning 
to the nation’s elite. Or something like that. 


Freshmen 

Percy Harvin, WR, Florida. 
Fast, athletic, dynamic. What's 
not to like about him? Well, 
other than that he was kicked 
out of his high school sports 
association for on-field/ 
on-court transgressions. 

Stafon Johnson, RB, USC. 
You don't really think USC will 
use a converted linebacker 
(Ryan Powdrell) as its tailback 
this fall, do you? Johnson is a 
strong, quick, downhill runner. 

Gerald McCoy, DT, 
Oklahoma. Think Tommie 
Harris—and the impact he 
made as a freshman. Similar 
body style, similar nasty 
attitude. 

Jerrell Powe, DT, 
Mississippi. He's maybe more 
like a redshirt (he failed to 
qualify in 2005), but there 
will be no better incoming 
defensive lineman. 


Redshirt freshmen 

Cedric McGee, WR, Pitt. 
The Panthers are desperate 
for deep speed, and McGee 
falls in line with former 
Florida high school receivers 


who found their way to Pitt 
(Antonio Bryant, Greg Lee). 

ike Whitaker, QB, Virginia 
Tech. He's one of three 
quarterbacks battling for the 
starting spot, but he's clearly 
the most gifted. And the one 
who has the most Vick traits, 
which is good and bad. 


Junior college transfers 
Larry Grant, LB, Ohio 
State. The consensus junior 
college player of the year 
is 245 pounds and runs a 
sub 4.5 40. 
Louis Holmes, DT, Arizona. 
If he qualifies, he will be one 
of the top three D-linemen in 
the Pac-10. And that’s a big 
statement about his ability. 
Andre Jones, DB, 
Nebraska. No matter where 
he plays in the secondary, 
he'll give the Huskers 
much-needed cover ability. 
Brent Schaeffer, QB, 
Mississippi. The steal of the 
recruiting season. A 
ready-made and talented 
quarterback who has played 
in the SEC and won't be fazed 
by the league's speed and 
athleticism. 


NNING KICK 


©) SCOUTING THE NATION 
2006-07 BOWL LINEUP TAKING THE FIFTH 


Bowl Date Site Time (ET), TV Matchup There's this theory that the BCS boys finally caved 
by adding a fifth BCS game and giving non-BCS teams 
more access to the elite bowls. If you want to think 
that way, go right ahead. We'll still live in reality: The 


five multimil- 
International 1/6/07 Toronto 12 p.m., ESPN2 Big East vs. MAC lion dollar 
Capital One 1/1/07 Orlando 1p.m., ABC Big Ten vs. SEC bow! games 
Gator 1/1/07 Jacksonville 1p.m., NBC ACC vs. Big East, Big 12 or Notre Dame still are deter- 
Cotton 1/07 Dallas 11:30 a.m., FOX Big 12 vs. SEC mined by poll 
Outback 1/1/07 Tampa Tla.m., ESPN Big Ten vs. SEC positioning. 
Chick-Fil-A 12/30/06 Atlanta 8 p.m., ESPN ACC vs. SEC Confused? 
Liberty 12/30/06 Memphis 3:30 p.m., ESPN SEC vs. C-USA 2 
Meineke Car Care 12/30/06 Charlotte 1p.m., ESPN ACC vs. Big East or Navy Follow along: 
Champs Sports 12/29/06 Orlando 8 p.m., ESPN ACC vs. Big Ten Anon-BCS 
Sun 12/29/06 El Paso, Texas = 2. p.m., CBS Pac-10 vs. Big 12, Big East or Notre Dame team automat- 
Insight 12/29/06 Phoenix TBA, NFL Network Big Ten vs. Big 12 ically qualifies 
Music City 12/29/06 Nashville TBA, ESPN SEC vs. ACC for a BCS game 
Holiday 12/28/06 —_ San Diego 5 p.m., ESPN Pac-10 vs. Big 12 if it finishes in 
MPC Computers 12/28/06 —_ Boise, Idaho 4:30 p.m., ESPN ACC vs. WAC the top 12 of 
Emerald 12/27/06 Sanfrancisco 8 p.m., ESPN Pac-10 vs. ACC = P 
Independence 12/27/06 Shreveport, La. 3:30 p.m., ESPN SEC vs. Big 12 5 the BCS stand- 
Motor City 12/26/06 Detroit 7:30 p.m., ESPN Big Ten vs. MAC = ings. That's 
Hawaii 12/24/06 Honolulu 8:30 p.m., ESPN Pac-10 vs. WAC 3 the simple 
Fort Worth 12/23/06 Fort Worth, Texas 8 p.m., ESPN C-USA vs. Mountain West way. The more 
Birmingham 12/23/06 Birmingham, Ala. 1p.m., ESPN2 Big East vs. C-USA difficult: Ifa 
New Mexico 12/23/06 Albuquerque, N.M. 4:30 p.m., ESPN Mountain West vs. WAC BCS conference winner finishes No. 17 or lower, a 
New Orleans 12/22/06 New Orleans 8 p.m., ESPN2 Sun Belt vs. C-USA non-BCS team can automatically earn a spot by 
Las Vegas 12/21/06 —_ Las Vegas 8 p.m., ESPN Mountain West vs, Pac-10 gan ; 
GMAC 12/20/06 Mobile, Ala. 8.p.m,, ESPN C-USA vs. MAC or WAC finishing No. 16 or higher. Non-BCS and BCS teams 
Poinsettia 12/19/06 San Diego 5 p.m., ESPN2 Mountain West vs, at-large alike also can get an at-large spot, though not 
Alamo TBA San Antonio TBA, ESPN Big Ten vs. Big 12 automatically, by finishing in the top 14. 
Houston* TBA Houston TBA, TBA Big 12 vs. Big East or C-USA Here's a better idea: Don't lose a game. 


Times and dates subject to change *Awaiting certification 
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1S i "f 24. Clemson. With 
RB James Davis, lots of 
10P /5 talent at receiver and an 
offensive line built to 
dominate, the pressure is 
on new QB Will Proctor to deliver. Can he 
be The Man? 


25. Alabama. Talent runneth over at 
running back for the Tide, but Bama must 
find a replacement for QB Brodie Croyle. A 
healthy WR Tyrone Prothro would help, too. 


Top 25 potential 

35. Texas A&M. There's a sense of 
urgency for Dennis Franchione as he 
enters his fourth year with just one 
winning record. A soft nonconference 
schedule could build confidence for the 
young talent. The keys? QB Stephen 
McGee and development of the secondary. 


Could fade fast 

42. Pitt. No doubt, Dave Wannstedt is 
hording talent. The problem: It's young. 
QB Tyler Palko only can do so much. Poor 
line play on both sides of the ball could 
mean more growing pains for the 
Panthers. 


Rising 

56. Hawaii. The Rainbows have 
regained their stride. Star QB Colt 
Brennan will work behind a strong line 
and throw to good receivers. Defense? 
Well, it’s not there yet. But Hawaii is 
capable of outscoring opponents en route 
to a big season. 


Falling 

58. N.C. State. Questions nag both 
lines. That's never good. QB Marcus Stone 
has yet to impress, which could handicap 
the offense. And who will he throw to? 
Add it all up, and the Wolfpack could be 
home for the holidays for the second time 
in three years. 


Don't give up on 

97. UNLV. QB Rocky Hinds, who began 
his career at USC, could make Mike 
Sanford’s spread attack soar while the 
defense develops around LB Beau Bell and 
T Howie Fuimaono. 


Hopeless 

99, Syracuse. The Orange lost their best 
players, including RB Damien Rhodes and 
DE James Wyche, from a 1-10 team. That's 
all you need to know about a program that 
is at it lowest point since the 1970s. Say a 
prayer for Greg Robinson. —Tom Dienhart 


10 


GRADING THE COACHING HIRES 


Dan Hawkins, Colorado. The 
former Boise State coach is a 
proven motivator and winner—a 
guy whose entertaining style 
puts fannies in the seats and has 
recruits standing in line to play 
for him. At 

Chris Petersen, Boise State. 
Hawkins is the first 
to say that Petersen 
ran the show as 
offensive coordina- 
tor/play-caller. 
Players respect 
Petersen, and the 
transition will be 
seamless. A 

Bret Bielema, 
Wisconsin. The Badgers’ defen- 
sive coordinator the past two 
seasons, Bielema is a tough, no- 
nonsense coach. Like previous 
high-profile assistants-turned- 
head coaches, he'll have to grow 
into game day acumen. Bt 

Chuck Long, San Diego State. 
A safe, conservative hire—which, 
at this point, is what the Aztecs 


needed. Long will win and won't 
take shortcuts. B+ 

Dennis Erickson, Idaho, He'll 
juice up Moscow and win games. 
Then he'll leave for one more 
shot at a BCS school. B 

Ron Prince, Kansas State, 
One of the game's top assistants 
at Virginia, he 
was overshad- 
owed by Al 
Groh's one-voice 
mentality. 
Prince knows the 
game and has 
the charisma it 
takes to recruit 
to Manhattan. B 

Turner Gill, Buffalo. Gill is a 
solid position coach and is well 
organized. He'll need all that 
organization—and quality assis- 
tants—in the armpit of college 
football. C+ 

Todd Graham, Rice. He was a 
rising young defensive coordina- 
tor at Tulsa and has recruiting 
ties to the state of Texas. He 


FIVE TOUGHEST SCHEDULES 


1. FLORIDA The facts: at 
Tennessee, Alabama, LSU, at 
Auburn, Georgia (neutral), at 
Florida State. 

The naked truth: Atlanta had a 
better chance against General 
Sherman's March to the Sea. 

2. USC The facts: at Arkansas, 
Nebraska, Arizona State, Oregon, 
California, Notre Dame, at UCLA. 


David Beaten Down by the end of 
September, with three of the first 
four games on the road. 

3. LSU The facts: Arizona, at 
Auburn, at Florida, Fresno State, 
at Tennessee, Alabama. 

The naked truth: As if the SEC 
schedule isn't tough enough, there 
are two serious non-breathers in 
the nonconference schedule. 


made a key hire by luring Major 
Applewhite from Syracuse to 
bring the Owls out of the wish- 
bone age. C+ 

Rick Stockstill, Middle 
Tennessee. Few assistants in the 
nation could recruit as well as the 
folksy Stockstil! did. He deserved 
a shot as a head coach, and he's 
in a winnable conference. C 

Al Golden, Temple. Temple's 
move to the MAC in 2007 will 
help the transition for Golden, 
who was another big-time 
recruiter on the Virginia staff. C 


Five on the hot seat 
Larry Coker, Miami 

Bill Doba, Washington State 
Dennis Franchione, Texas A&M 
Gary Pinkel, Missouri 

John L. Smith, Michigan State 


Five on the rise 

J.D. Brookhart, Akron 

Shane Montgomery, Miami (Ohio) 

Tyrone Nix, defensive coordinator, 
South Carolina 

George O'Leary, UCF 

Paul Petrino, offensive coordinator, 
Louisville 


Oklahoma, at Nebraska. 

The naked truth: Notice the 
absence of, say, New Mexico State, 
San Jose State, Idaho. Good luck, 
Hawkins. You're gonna need it. 

5. BOWLING GREEN The facts: 
Wisconsin (neutral), at Ohio 
State, at Akron, at Toledo. 

The naked truth: Drumroll, 
please: 12 games (eight on the 


The naked truth: New quarterback © 4. COLORADO The facts: Arizona —_—road) and a whole helluva lot of 
John David Booty could be John State, at Georgia, Texas Tech, at travelin’. 
43. Nevada 63. Houston 83. Washington 103. Ohio 
2 b- | | g 44, Arizona 64. Michigan State 84. Kentucky 104. Middle Tennessee 
45. Arkansas 65. Wake Forest 85. Illinois 105. Arkansas State 
26. lowa State 46. Akron 66. Rutgers 86. Cincinnati 106. Troy 
27. Purdue 47. Maryland 67. Bowling Green 87. Mississippi State 107. Utah State 
28. Arizona State 48. Navy 68. Colorado 88. East Carolina 108. Army 
29. Boston College 49, Tulsa 69. Virginia 89. Vanderbilt 109. Tulane 
30. UCLA 50. South Florida 70. Colorado State 90. Indiana 110. Idaho 
31. Boise State 51. Toledo Ti. Stanford 91. Air Force 111. New Mexico State 
32. Northern Illinois 52. UCF 72. Miami (Ohio) 92. SMU * 
33. Wisconsin 53. Mississippi 73. New Mexico 93. Lovisiana-Lafayette ve iatees aera 
34. Utah 54. Minnesota 74. San Diego State 94. UAB ; 
35. Texas A&M 55. Washington State 75. Baylor 95. North Texas n4. Kent State 
36. Fresno State 56. Hawaii 76. Memphis 96. Western Michigan 115. Rice 
37. South Carolina 57. Connecticut 77. Northwestern 97. UNLV 116. Louisiana-Monroe 
38. UTEP 58. N.C. State 78. Kansas State 98. San Jose State 117. Temple 
39. Georgia Tech 59. Kansas 79. Oklahoma State 99. Syracuse 118. Florida Atlantic 
40. Missouri 60. North Carolina 80. Wyoming 100. Ball State 119. Buffalo 
41. BYU 61. Oregon State 81. Lovisiana Tech 101. Duke 
42. Pitt 62. Southern Miss 82. Marshall 102. Central Michigan 


TEXAS 66 - BUCKNELL 9 


AN ABSURD 
YET MEANINGFUL 
MISMATCH PLAYED 
WITH THE TOTALLY 
NEW STRAT-O-MATIC 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


COMPUTER GAME! 


An impossible mismatch, you say! We agree. But 
that is precisely why we played these unlikely 
opponents against each other. Texas, almost always 
bowl-bound and ranked number one, possessing a 
devastating offense and overwhelming defense; 
Bucknell, a small Pennsylvanian Liberal Arts University 
playing an Ivy League-type schedule. Strat-O-Matic 
played them against each other to test our College 
Football Game’s realistic limits. The results speak for 
themselves, thanks to our normalized data system. 


The vast majority of games that you will play with 
Strat-O-Matic College Football will be “nip and tuck.” 
Winning and losing between evenly matched teams 
will be influenced greatly by your coaching “calls.” 
239 teams from the 2005 season, representing all 
Division 1-A and Division 1-AA schools, are yours to 
coach. Play your college’s actual schedule or create 
your own schedule. If you are a Brown graduate and 
want to replace the team’s Ivy league schedule 
with schools from the top 20, go ahead, but prepare for 
the worst. If Army is your team, you may choose to 
“soften” the schedule and play weaker opponents. And 
if you are really fearless, pit them against the likes 
of Penn State (10-1) and Florida (9-3), and prepare 
yourself for the worst. 


YOU SELECT THE SCHEDULES, BUT 
NO MATTER HOW BIZARRE THE MATCHUPS, 
REALISTIC RESULTS WILL OCCUR. 


Strat-O-Matic allows you to coach 239 teams, with 
each school perfoming according to its strengths and 
weaknesses and your coaching decisions. Each team’s 
strengths and weaknesses are accurately portrayed. 
Virginia Tech’s awesome running attack and iron-clad 
defense must be utilized to the maximum to offset a 
mediocre passing game. Texas Tech’s wide open 
passing game must compensate for an average running 
attack and only an adequate defense. 


i 
Strat-O-Matic College Football allows you even more 
control. You actually set up 4-3, 3-4 or 5-2 defenses 
to “combat” your opponent. Key on a back, double-team 
a receiver, or play pass prevent. 


Our college computer football game comes 
complete with a myriad of features. You can autoplay 
the entire schedule or manually play any games 
that you wish. Box scores are available that rival 
those that you see in your local newspaper. Check 
out the Drive Chart for a quick recap of the game. 
A great statistical package lets you view virtually 
every statistic you can think of, including standings, 
league leaders, individual and team records, and 
customizable reports. We even include a mode that 
lets you create your own tournaments of as many 
teams as you like; for example, you can see who would 
have won the BCS, had there been a playoff system in 
place! Player names are not included. However, support 
to export/import player names has been included. 


For the Complete Strat-O-Matic 
Computer College Football game 
story, log on to our internet website: 
www-:strat-o-matic.com 


or 
call for a free brochure 
800-645-3455 


PLAYER RANKINGS [) 


OFFENSE 


Michael Bush 


ot 


QUARTERBACKS 

1, Brady Quinn, Notre Dame 

2. Troy Smith, Ohio State 

3. John Beck, BYU 

4. Drew Tate, lowa 

5. Colt Brennan, Hawaii 

6. Brian Brohm, Louisville 

7. Drew Stanton, Michigan State 
8. Patrick White, West Virginia 
9. Kevin Kolb, Houston 

10. Luke Getsy, Akron 

11, Jared Zabransky, Boise State 
12. Tyler Palko, Pitt 

13. Brandon Cox, Auburn 

14. Chris Leak, Florida 

15. Bret Meyer, lowa State 

16. Kyle Wright, Miami 

17. Trent Edwards, Stanford 

18. Drew Weatherford, Florida State 
19, Chad Henne, Michigan 

20. JaMarcus Russell, LSU 


RUNNING BACKS 
]. Adrian Peterson, Oklahoma 
2. Marshawn Lynch, California 
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3. Kenny Irons, Auburn 

4. Steve Slaton, West Virginia 

5, Garrett Wolfe, Northern IIlinois 
6. Darren McFadden, Arkansas 

7. Albert Young, lowa 

8. James Davis, Clemson 

9. Kenneth Darby, Alabama 

10. Jamaal Charles, Texas 

11. Michael Bush, Louisville 

12. Curtis Brown, BYU 

13. Mike Hart, Michigan 

14. Yvenson Bernard, Oregon State 
15, Marcus Thomas, UTEP 

16, Kyle Bell, Colorado State 

17. Micah Andrews, Wake Forest 
18. Tyrell Sutton, Northwestern 
19. Darius Walker, Notre Dame 

20. Mike Hamilton, Oklahoma State 


FULLBACKS 

1. Brian Leonard, Rutgers 

2. Bryson Davis, Mississippi State 
3. Peyton Hillis, Arkansas 

4. BranDon Snow, Penn State 

5. Michael Pitre, UCLA 


6. Mike Cox, Georgia Tech 

7. Ryan Kock, lowa State 

8. Billy Latsko, Florida 

9, Steven Bright, Vanderbilt 

10. Owen Schmitt, West Virginia 
11. Adam Ballard, Navy 

12. Tom Busch, lowa 

13. Damon McWhite, Wake Forest 
14. Tim Castille, Alabama 

15, Cory Anderson, Tennessee 


RECEIVERS 

1. Dwayne Jarrett, USC 

2. Calvin Johnson, Georgia Tech 
3. Jeff Samardzija, Notre Dame 
4. Sidney Rice, South Carolina 
5. Ted Ginn, Ohio State 

6. Jason Hill, Washington State 
7. Dorien Bryant, Purdue 

8. Todd Blythe, lowa State 

9, Mario Manningham, Michigan 
10. DeSean Jackson, California 
11. Greg Carr, Florida State 

12. Joel Filani, Texas Tech 

13. Davone Bess, Hawaii 

14, Earl Bennett, Vanderbilt 

15. Limas Sweed, Texas 

16. Mario Urrutia, Louisville 

17. Chansi Stuckey, Clemson 

18. Derrick Williams, Penn State 
19. Vincent Marshall, Houston 
20. Dallas Baker, Florida 


TIGHT ENDS 

1. Greg Olsen, Miami 

2. Clark Harris, Rutgers 

3. Zach Miller, Arizona State 

4. Jonny Harline, BYU 

5. Tyler Ecker, Michigan 

6. Martrez Milner, Georgia 

7. Matt Spaeth, Minnesota 

8. Eric Butler, Mississippi State 
9, Matt Herian, Nebraska 

10. Shawn Nelson, Southern Miss 
11, Martin Rucker, Missouri 

12, Chris Hopkins, Toledo 

13. Brent Celek, Cincinnati 

14. Scott Chandler, lowa 

1S. Chase Coffman, Missouri 
16. Joe Newton, Oregon State 
17, Dan Murray, Connecticut 
18. Martellus Bennett, Texas A&M 
19. Kory Sperry, Colorado State 
20, Anthony Pudewell, Nevada 


TACKLES 

1. Justin Blalock, Texas 
2. Joe Thomas, Wisconsin 
3. Levi Brown, Penn State 
4. Sam Baker, USC 


5. Arron Sears, Tennessee 

6. Ryan Harris, Notre Dame 

7. Jared Gaither, Maryland 

8. Doug Free, Northern Illinois 

9. Daniel Inman, Georgia 

10. Herbert Taylor, TCU 

11. Corey Hilliard, Oklahoma State 
12. Steve Vallos, Wake Forest 

13. Aaron Brant, lowa State 

14. Andrew Carnahan, Arizona State 
15. Brian Stamper, Vanderbilt 

16. Jeff Perrett, Tulsa 

17. Andrew Gardner, Georgia Tech 
18. Marshal Yanda, lowa 

19. Kirk Barton, Ohio State 

20. John Greco, Toledo 


GUARDS 

|, Josh Beekman, Boston College 
2. Shannon Tevega, UCLA 

3. Tim Duckworth, Auburn 

4, Kasey Studdard, Texas 

5. Mike Jones, lowa 

6. Will Arnold, LSU 

7, Jordan Grimes, Purdue 

8. Kurt Quarterman, Louisville 

9. Brian Anderson, Mississippi State 
10, Dan Santucci, Notre Dame 

11. Tony Brinkhaus, Minnesota 

12, Roy Schvening, Oregon State 
13. Roman Fry, Clemson 

14. Derrick Morse, Miami 

15. Manuel Ramirez, Texas Tech 
16. Jeremy Sheffey, West Virginia 
17. Brian Daniels, Colorado 

18. George Batiste, Southern Miss 
19. Derrick Markray, Bowling Green 
20. Josh Day, Colorado State 


CENTERS 

1. Dan Mozes, West Virginia 

2. Ryan Kalil, USC 

3. Samson Satele, Hawaii 

4. Leroy Harris, N.C. State 

5. Kyle Young, Fresno State 

6. Mark Fenton, Colorado 

7. Enoka Lucas, Oregon 

8. Trevor Rees, Northwestern 

9. Dustin Fry, Clemson 

10. Nick Jones, Georgia 

11, Adam Spieker, Missouri 

12. Kory Lichtensteiger, Bowling Green 
13. Antoine Caldwell, Alabama 
14. Matt McCutchan, Kentucky 
15. Cedric Gagne-Marcoux, UCF 
16. Doug Legursky, Marshall 

17. Tanner Jenkins, Arkansas State 
18. Doug Datish, Ohio State 

19. Scott Stephenson, lowa State 
20. Eric Wood, Louisville 


ENDS 

1. Quentin Moses, Georgia 

2. Lawrence Jackson, USC 

3. Mkristo Bruce, Washington State 
4. Daniel Bazuin, Central Michigan 
5. Victor Abiamiri, Notre Dame 

6. Jarvis Moss, Florida 

7. Tommy Blake, TCU 

8. Kenny Iwebema, lowa 

9. Gaines Adams, Clemson 

10. LaMarr Woodley, Michigan 

11. C.J. Ah You, Oklahoma 

12. Baraka Atkins, Miami 

13. Ikaika Alama-Francis, Hawaii 
14. Larry McSwain, UAB 

15. Tim Crowder, Texas 

16. Ray McDonald, Florida 

17. Adam Carriker, Nebraska 

18. Matthew Shaughnessy, Wisconsin 
19. Nu’u Tafisi, California 

20. Chris Ellis, Virginia Tech 


TACKLES 


1. Marcus Thomas, Florida 

2. Brandon Mebane, California 
3. Quinn Pitcock, Ohio State 
4. Jay Alford, Penn State 

5. Frank Okam, Texas 

6. Andre Fluellen, Florida State 
7. Red Bryant, Texas A&M 

8. Derek Landri, Notre Dame 
9. Keith Jackson, Arkansas 
10. Sedrick Ellis, USC 

11. Chris Norwell, Illinois 

12. Justin Harrell, Tennessee 
13. Kevin Brown, UCLA 

14. Nick Hayden, Wisconsin 
15. Glenn Dorsey, LSU 

16. Conrad Bolston, Maryland 
17. Rashaad Jackson, Clemson 
18. Kiki Gonzalez, Akron 

19. Brent Curvey, lowa State 
20. Howie Fuimaono, UNLV 


INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


1. Patrick Willis, Mississippi 

2. Buster Davis, Florida State 
3. Brandon Siler, Florida 

4. Anthony Waters, Clemson 
5. Vince Hall, Virginia Tech 

6. H.B. Blades, Pitt 

7. Sam Olajubutu, Arkansas 

8. Justin Warren, Texas A&M 
9. Desmond Bishop, California 
10. Korey Hall, Boise State 

11. Mark Zalewski, Wisconsin 
12. Cameron Jensen, BYU 

13. Jason Phillips, TCU 

14. Maurice Crum, Notre Dame 
15. Thaddaeus Washington, Colorado 


16. Corey McKeon, Nebraksa 
T7. Matt Muncy, Ohio 

18. Nate Harris, Louisville 
19. Jonathan Goff, Vanderbilt 
20. Jon Abbate, Wake Forest 


OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 
1. Paul Posluszny, Penn State 

2. Rufus Alexander, Oklahoma 

3. Keith Rivers, USC 

4. Dan Connor, Penn State 

5. Stephen Nicholas, South Florida 
6. Kevin McLee, West Virginia 

7. Tony Taylor, Georgia 

8. Prescott Burgess, Michigan 

9. KaMichael Hall, Georgia Tech 
10. Earl Everett, Florida 

11. Brian Toal, Boston College 

12. Edmond Miles, lowa 

13. Jon Beason, Miami 

14. Scott Davis, Washington State 
15. Ameer Ismail, Western Michigan 
16. Beau Bell, UNLV 

17. Anthony Felder, California 

18. Larry Edwards, North Carolina 
19. Clint Session, Pitt 

20. Ezra Butler, Nevada 


STRONG SAFETIES 

1. Eric Weddle, Utah 

2. Michael Griffin, Texas 

3. Aaron Rouse, Virginia Tech 

4. Tra Battle, Georgia 

§. Kenny Phillips, Miami 

6. Marvin White, TCU 

7. Eric Wicks, West Virginia 

8. Tom Zbikowski, Notre Dame 

9. Curtis Keyes, Marshall 

10. Joe Sellmacher, Wisconsin 

11. Sabby Piscitelli, Oregon State 
12. Louis Delmas, Western Michigan 
13. Tyrell Johnson, Arkansas State 


DEFENSE 


14. C.J. Wallace, Washington 
15. Caleb Campbell, Army 


FREE SAFETIES 

1. Brandon Merriweather, Miami 
2. LaRon Landry, LSU 

3. Wesley Smith, Memphis 

4. Marcus Paschal, lowa 

5. J.D. Nelson, Oregon 

6. Roderick Rogers, Wisconsin 

7. Josh Gattis, Wake Forest 

8. Bobby Blackshire, Tulsa 

9. J.J. Billingsley, Colorado 

10. Marty Tadman, Boise State 
Tl. Josh Pinkard, USC 

12. David Ovestreet, Missouri 
13. Jonathan Hefney, Tennessee 
14. Kareen Taylor, North Carolina 
15. Courtney Greene, Rutgers 


CORNERBACKS 

1. John Talley, Duke 

2. Leon Hall, Michigan 

3. Fred Bennett, South Carolina 


| 4, Daymeion Hughes, California 


S. Tarell Brown, Texas 

6. Darrelle Revis, Pitt 

7. Jonathan Wade, Tennessee 

8. Kenny Scott, Georgia Tech 

9. Justin King, Penn State 

10. DeAndre Jackson, lowa State 
11. Robert Herbert, Colorado State 
12. C.J. Wilson, Baylor 

13. Joe Burnett, UCF 

14. David Irons, Auburn 

15. Chevis Jackson, LSU 

16. Malcolm Jenkins, Ohio State 
17. Antoine Cason, Arizona 

18. A.J. Davis, N.C. State 

19. Mike Jenkins, South Florida 


| 20. Marcus Hamilton, Virginia 


© PLAYER RANKINGS 


KICKERS 


1. Mason Crosby, Colorado 

2. Alexis Serna, Oregon State 

3. Brandon Coutu, Georgia 

4, Darren McCaleb, Southern Miss 
5. Kyle Schlicher, lowa 

6. Jad Dean, Clemson 

7. Art Carmody, Louisville 

8. Paul Martinez, Oregon 

9. Sergio Aguayo, UNLV 

10. Andrew Wellock, Eastern Michigan 
11. Mike Barrow, Idaho 

12. Garrett Rivas, Michigan 

13. Brandon Pace, Virginia Tech 
14. Sam Swank, Wake Forest 

15. Justin Medlock, UCLA 

16. Alex Trlica, Texas Tech 

17. Robert Lee, East Carolina 

18. Reagan Schneider, UTEP 

19. John Deraney, N.C. State 

20. Jordan Congdon, Nebraska 


PUNTERS 


1. Daniel Sepulveda, Baylor 

2. Ken DeBauche, Wisconsin 

3. Kody Bliss, Auburn 

4. Gordon Ely-Kelso, Georgia 

5. Adam Graessle, Pitt 

6. Adam Podlesh, Maryland 

7. Kyle Tucker, Kansas 

8. Brendan Carney, Syracuse 

9. Brandon Fields, Michigan State 
10. Sean Douglas, Washington 

11. Chris Miller, Ball State 

12. Kyle Stringer, Boise State 

13. Jay Ottovegio, Stanford 

14. Blake McAdams, Mississippi State 
15. Nic Schmitt, Virginia Tech 

16. Colby Smith, Middle Tennessee 
17. Michael Gibson, Memphis 

18. Derek McLaughlin, BYU 

19. Jeremy Kapinos, Penn State 
20. Jimmie Kaylor, Colorado State 


RETURN MEN 

1. Ted Ginn, Ohio State 

2. Steve Breaston, Michigan 

3. Quinton Jones, Boise State 

4. Felix Jones, Arkansas 

§. Aaron Ross, Texas 

6. Terry Richardson, Arizona State 
7. Darrell Blackman, N.C. State 
8. Rafael Little, Kentucky 

9. Stephone Robinson, Colorado 
10. Ryne Robinson, Miami (Ohio) 
11. Joe Burnett, UCF 

12. Thomas Flowers, Georgia 

13. Willie Foster, Rutgers 

14. Brandon Tate, North Carolina 
15. Tim Mixon, California 

16. Darrelle Revis, Pitt 

17. Johnny Walker, Colorado State 
18. Steve Odom, Toledo 

19. Justin King, Penn State 

20. Chubb Small, Marshall 


13 


UNITRANKINGS {J 


OFFENSE 


ELDS 

1. Auburn 

Can you say “loaded”? There are 
four legit running backs, headlined 
by Kenny Irons. Brad Lester, Carl 
Stewart and Tre Smith will have to 
settle for complementary roles. 

QB Brandon Cox took his lumps last 
year. Now, he’s ready to star. 

2. Ohio State 

Stud: QB Troy Smith 

Rising star: RB Chris Wells 

3. Notre Dame 

Stud: QB Brady Quinn 

Rising star: RB James Aldridge 
4. TCU 

Stud: RB Robert Merrill 

Rising star: RB Aaron Brown 

5. West Virginia 

Stud: QB Patrick White 

Rising star: RB Steve Slaton 

6. Louisville 

Stud: QB Brian Brohm 

Rising star: RB George Stripling 
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7. lowa 

Stud: QB Drew Tate 

Rising star: RB Shonn Greene 

8. LSU 

Stud: QB JaMarcus Russell 
Rising star: RB Keiland Williams 
9. Florida State 

Stud: RB Lorenzo Booker 

Rising star: QB Drew Weatherford 
10. Oklahoma 

Stud: RB Adrian Peterson 

Rising star: QB Rhett Bomar 

10 to watch 

Arizona State, California, BYU, UCF, 
lowa State, Michigan, Michigan 
State, Nevada, Northern IIlinois, 
UTEP 


RECEIVERS 


41. USC 

Things begin with Dwayne Jarrett, a 
mismatch waiting to happen and 
the nation’s top receiver. Steve 
Smith injects an element of speed, 
and Chris McFoy looks to step up. 

A few fabulous newcomers— 
headed by Vidal Hazelton—figure 
to find the field. 


2. Penn State 

Stud: WR Deon Butler 

Rising star: WR Derrick Williams 
3. LSU 

Stud: WR Dwayne Bowe 

Rising star: WR Brandon LaFell 
4. Michigan 

Stud: TE Tyler Ecker 

Rising star: WR Mario Manningham 
5. Texas Tech 

Stud: WR Joel Filani 

Rising star: WR Todd Walker 

6. Hawaii 

Stud: WR Davone Bess 

Rising star: WR Ryan Grice-Mullen 
7. Florida 

Stud: WR Dallas Baker 

Rising star: Percy Harvin 

8. Louisville 

Stud: WR Mario Urrutia 

Rising star: WR Chris Vaughn 
9. Florida State 

Stud: WR Chris Davis 

Rising star: WR Greg Carr 

10. Virginia Tech 

Stud: WR David Clowney 

Rising star: WR Josh Morgan 


TCU running 
backs, from left: 
Aaron Brown, 
Lonta Hobbs and 
Robert Merrill. 


10 to watch 

Colorado State, Houston, lowa State, 
Michigan State, Notre Dame, 

Ohio State, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Toledo, Washington State 


LINES 

1. West Virginia 

C Dan Mozes is the ultimate anchor 
of an athletic line that's asked to 
do a lot. G Jeremy Sheffey is a bull 
who locks on opponents. Line 
coach Rick Trickett says T Jake 
Figner is one of the best prospects 
he ever has coached. 

2. Auburn 

Stud: G Tim Duckworth 

Rising star: T King Dunlap 

3. lowa 

Stud: T Marshal Yanda 

Rising star: T Dace Richardson 

4. Texas 

Stud: T Justin Blalock 

Rising star: T Tony Hills 

5. Maryland 

Stud: T Stephon Heyer 

Rising star: T Jared Gaither 


6. Clemson 

Stud: G Roman Fry 

Rising star: T Barry Richardson 
7. Ohio State 

Stud: T Kirk Barton 

Rising star: G Steve Rehring 
8. Oregon 

Stud: C Enoka Lucas 

Rising star: T Max Unger 

9. BYU 

Stud: T Jake Kuresa 

Rising star: G Dallas Reynolds 
10. Oregon State 
Stud: G Jeremy Perry 

Rising star: G Roy Schuening 
10 to watch 

Akron, Arkansas, Boise State, 
California, Fresno State, Louisville, 
LSU, Notre Dame, Purdue, 
Texas A&M 


DEFENSE 


LINES 

1. Florida 

There's mega-talent across the 
board. E Jarvis Moss is poised to be 
a pass-rushing force. NT Marcus 
Thomas mucks up the works inside. 
E Ray McDonald is eager to return 
to form after knee injuries. 

2. USC 

Stud: E Lawrence Jackson 

Rising star: E Jeff Schweiger 

3. Miami 

Stud: E Baraka Atkins 

Rising star: E Calais Campbell 
4. Wisconsin 

Stud: T Nick Hayden 

Rising star: E Matthew Shaughnessy 
5. Texas 

Stud: E Tim Crowder 

Rising star: E Brian Orakpo 

6. California 

Stud: T Brendan Mebane 

Rising star: T Mika Kane 

7. lowa 

Stud: E Kenny lwebema 

Rising star: T Mitch King 

8. Georgia 

Stud: E Quentin Moses 

Rising star: T Kade Weston 

9. Oklahoma 

Stud: E C.J. Ah You 

Rising star: T DeMarcus Granger 
10. Notre Dame 

Stud: E Victor Abiamiri 

Rising star: £ Ronald Talley 


10 to watch 

Auburn, Boise State, Clemson, 
Georgia Tech, LSU, Ohio State, TCU, 
Tulsa, Washington State, 

West Virginia 


LINEBACKERS 

1. Penn State 

OLB Paul Posluszny plays like his 
hair is on fire. Tim Shaw has 
uncommon speed for a middle 
linebacker. OLB Dan Connor is a 
deadly combination of size and 
speed. OLB Sean Lee is a rising star. 
2. Virginia Tech 

Stud: ILB Vince Hall 

Rising star: OLB Brenden Hill 
3. Florida 

Stud: MLB Brandon Siler 

Rising star: OLB Brian Crum 

4. Miami 

Stud: OLB Jon Beason 

Rising star: OLB Willie Williams 
5. USC 

Stud: OLB Keith Rivers 

Rising star: MLB Rey Mavaluga 
6. Oklahoma 

Stud: OLB Rufus Alexander 
Rising star: OLB Demarrio Pleasant 
7. Georgia 

Stud: OLB Tony Taylor 

Rising star: MLB Marcus Washington 
8. California 

Stud: MLB Desmond Bishop 
Rising star: OLB Anthony Felder 
9. South Florida 

Stud: OLB Stephen Nicholas 
Rising star: MLB Ben Moffitt 


10. Boise State 
Stud: MLB Korey Hall 

Rising star: OLB Josh Bean 
10 to watch 
Arkansas, Clemson, Michigan, 
Mississippi, Nebraska, Ohio, 
Ohio State, Pitt, Texas, TCU 


SECONDARIES 

41. Miami 

There isn’t a better safety 

duo in the nation than 

FS Brandon Meriweather and 

SS Kenny Phillips. Meriweather 
is a ferocious hitter who can 
cover, and Phillips has been 
described by coaches as having 
“the body of Sean Taylor and the 
knowledge and speed of Ed Reed.” 


STEVE MANNEL /FOR THE CDT 
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©) _sUNITRANKINGS 


Penn State linebackers, from left: Tim Shaw, Dan Connor and Paul Posluszny 


DAVID KNACHEL / VIRGINIA TECH 


Virginia Tech linebackers, front row, from left: Vince Hall and Xavier Adibi; 


second row, from left: Corey Gordon, Brett Warren, Aaron Rouse, Brenden Hill 


and Purnell Sturdivant. 


CB Randy Phillips is a promising 
youngster, and CB Glenn Sharpe 
is battling back from injury. 

2. LSU 

Stud: FS LaRon Landry 

Rising star: CB Chevis Jackson 
3. Texas 

Stud: SS Michael Griffin 

Rising star: FS Marcus Griffin 
4. California 

Stud: CB Daymeion Hughes 
Rising star: SS Robert Peele 

5. Wisconsin 

Stud: SS Joe Stellmacher 

Rising star: CB Jake |kegwuonu 
6. USC 

Stud: FS Josh Pinkard 

Rising star: S Antwine Perez 


7. Oklahoma 

Stud: CB D.J. Wolfe 

Rising star: CB Reggie Smith 
8. Auburn 

Stud: CB Montavis Pitts 
Rising star: FS Tristan Davis 
9. Boise State 

Stud: S Marty Tadman 
Rising star: CB Orlando Scandrick 
10. TCU 

Stud: S Marvin White 

Rising star: S Brian Bonner 
10 to watch 

Air Force, Akron, Arizona. 
Florida, Fresno State, 

Ohio State, South Florida, 
Tulsa, Utah, Virginia 
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Justin Harrell 
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Kenneth Darby 
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SOUTHEASTE 


Coaching seats 
are beginning 
to get toasty 


The SEC has no new 
coaches this season. 

That might not seem like 
a big deal, but this is the first 
season since 1992 that 
there's not at least one new 
coach. Only four coaches 
(Georgia's Mark Richt, 
Arkansas’ Houston Nutt, 
Auburn's Tommy Tuberville 
and Tennessee's Phillip 
Fulmer) have been at their 
schools five or more years, 
and the other eight have 
been on the job four seasons 
or less. 

The high turnover means 
the heat always is on in the 
SEC. Of the “longtime” veter- 
ans, only Tuberville isn’t on 
the hot seat. Fulmer and Nutt 
shook up their staffs, with 
offensive coordinators being 
the biggest hires. 

Fulmer turned to an old 
buddy, David Cutcliffe, who 
oversaw the Vols’ offense in 
the Peyton Manning glory 
days. Nutt took a more 
intriguing approach, hiring 
Gus Malzahn, who had been 
coach at Springdale (Ark.) 
High and never has coached 
at the college level. Perhaps 
not so coincidentally, the 
Hogs signed five players from 
Springdale, including stud 
quarterback Mitch Mustain. 

In addition to Fulmer and 
Nutt, Kentucky's Rich Brooks 
and Mississippi State's 
Sylvester Croom also could 
feel some heat. 


Ascending 

Mississippi. The Rebels 
aren't going to win the West, 
but they're not going to win 


Kenny Irons 


three games again, either. The 
offense was awful last season, 
but a vastly improved back- 
field (thanks to two transfers, 
quarterback Brent Schaeffer 
and running back BenJarvus 
Green-Ellis) should help. In 
addition, coach Ed Orgeron 
has recruited well. 


Descending 

Vanderbilt. This isn't a 
knock on coach Bobby 
Johnson, who has improved 
the talent level. It's just that 
with an iffy running game, a 
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EAST DIVISION 
1. Florida 

2. Georgia 

3. Tennessee 

4. South Carolina 
5. Kentucky 

6. Vanderbilt 
WEST DIVISION 
1. Auburn 

2. LSU 

3. Alabama 

4, Arkansas 

5. Mississippi 

6. Mississippi State 
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lack of defensive speed and an 
untested quarterback, it’s 
going to be tough for Vandy. 
Plus, there are six road games. 


Most underrated player 
LaRon Landry, FS, LSU. 
Why hasn't this guy received 
more national acclaim? He's 
headed into his fourth season 

as a starter, and he led tal- 
ent-rich LSU defenses in 
tackles as a freshman and 
sophomore, then finished 
fourth last season. He's a big 
guy (6-2, 204) with speed 
and instincts (nine career 
interceptions). 


Player who must step up 
Chris Leak, QB, Florida. 
Leak has thrown for 8,271 
yards and 65 touchdowns in 
three seasons. Still, there's a 
nagging feeling he isn't as 
good as he should be. He def- 
initely underachieved last 
season, partly because he 
was playing for his third 
offensive coordinator in three 
seasons. He should be more 
comfortable in Florida’s 
spread offense this season. 


Biggest shoes to fill 
Brodie Croyle, QB, 

Alabama. The Tide struggled 

at times offensively the past 
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three seasons, but you cant 
blame Croyle. He had a big- 
time arm and superb leader- 
ship qualities. This year, the 
starting job belongs to sopho- 
more John Parker Wilson, who 
threw 11 passes in five games 
last season. He has the physi- 
cal tools and appears to have 
enough talent around him. 
Jay Cutler, QB, Vanderbilt. 
Cutler gave opponents some- 
one to game-plan against, and 


he was the main reason Vandy 
won five games last season. 
Sophomore Chris Nickson and 
redshirt freshman MacKenzi 
Adams are battling for Cutler's 
throne. Expect Nickson to 
emerge as the winner. 

Ko Simpson, SS, South 
Carolina. Simpson, a two-year 
starter and the Gamecocks’ 
best defensive player, headed 
for the pros after his sopho- 
more season (he redshirted as 
a freshman). His replace- 
ment? The most likely guy is 
Brandon Isaac, who also has 
experience at cornerback. But 


ING cowserence 


Isaac had offseason shoulder 
surgery and didn't have any 
contact during the spring. 


Newcomers to watch 
Anthony Dixon, RB, 
Mississippi State. The 
Bulldogs lost leading rusher 
Jerious Norwood to gradua- 
tion. Sophomore Brandon 
Thornton, who ran for 225 
yards last season, exited the 
spring as the starter. But 


Dixon, one of the Bulldogs’ top 
recruits, will be given every 
chance to win the job. He has 
no problems running between 
the tackles and also has 
speed. 

Percy Harvin, WR, Florida. 
The Gators lacked game- 
breaking speed on the flanks 
last season, but that shouldn't 
be a problem this fall. Florida 
signed one of the nation’s best 
group of receivers and Harvin 
is the most touted newcomer. 
He has had some off-field 
issues, but his talent is 
unquestioned. 


QB Brent Schaeffer/ 
RB BenJarvus Green-Ellis, 
Mississippi. Schaeffer, a junior 
college transfer, and Green- 
Ellis, who matriculated from 
Indiana, should give the Rebels 
a legit SEC backfield. Schaeffer, 
who started a few times at 
Tennessee as a true freshman 
in 2004 before leaving, is a 
good athlete with a nice arm 
and scrambling ability. Green- 
Ellis is a big back with speed 
who can catch and block. 


Best bets 

Vanderbilt will increase its 
bowl-less streak to 24 sea- 
sons. Florida, meanwhile, will 
go to its 16th consecutive 
bowl, keeping the SEC's 
longest active streak alive. ... 
South Carolina's Sidney Rice 
again will lead the SEC in 
receiving yards. Ole Miss line- 
backer Patrick Willis again 
will surpass the 120-tackle 
mark. And Georgia defensive 
end Quentin Moses again will 
have at least 10 sacks. ... The 
SEC will go 8-0 against 
|-AA opponents. And before 
every such game, the SEC 
coach will say there shouldn't 
be any criticism because of 
how tough the SEC schedule 
is. ... Florida coach Urban 
Meyer will improve to 1-1 
against former Florida coach 
Steve Spurrier. ... The first 
time Arkansas’ offense strug- 
gles, somebody will write, 
"What did you expect? That's 
what happens when you make 
a high school coach the offen- 
sive coordinator.” ... New 
Auburn defensive coordinator 
Will Muschamp will be the 
subject of a few stories when 
the Tigers play LSU. 
Muschamp was LSU's defen- 
sive coordinator from 2002- 
04, then spent last season as 
an assistant with the Miami 
Dolphins. TSN 


ALL-SEC 


Pos.Name, school _ Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR Sidney Rice, South Carolina 6-3 200 So. 
WR Earl Bennett, Vanderbilt 6-1 205 So. 
TE Martrez Milner, Georgia 6-4 240 Sr. 
T Arron Sears, Tennessee 6-4 320 Sr. 
T Daniel Inman, Georgia 67 319 Sr. 
G Will Arnold, LSU 6-4 322 Jr. 
G Tim Duckworth, Auburn 6-4 310 Sr. 
C Nick Jones, Georgia 6-3 295 Sr. 
QB Brandon Cox, Auburn 62 201 Jr. 
RB Kenny Irons, Auburn 5-11 200 Sr. 
RB Darren McFadden, Arkansas 6-2 210 So, 
E Quentin Moses, Georgia 6-4 250 Sr. 
E Jarvis Moss, Florida 66 252 Jr. 
T Keith Jackson, Arkansas 6-0 300 Sr. 
T Marcus Thomas, Florida 63 290 Sr. 
LB Patrick Willis, Mississippi 6-2 230 Sr. 
LB Brandon Siler, Florida 62 235 Jr. 
LB Sam Olajubutu, Arkansas 5-9 229 Sr. 
CB Jonathan Wade, Tennessee 6-0 195 Sr. 
CB Fred Bennett, South Carolina 61 199 Sr. 
S — LaRon Landry, LSU 6-2 204 Sr. 
S__ Tra Battle, Georgia 5-11 176 Sr. 
K Brandon Coutu, Georgia 6-0 185 Jr. 
P Kody Bliss, Auburn 5-10 177 Sr. 
KR Felix Jones, Arkansas 6-0 202 So. 


Offense: Kenny Irons, RB, Auburn 
Defense: Quentin Moses, E, Georgia 


Pos.Name, schoo! 

R Dallas Baker, Florida 

R Dwayne Bowe, LSU 

TE Eric Butler, Mississippi State 


T Brian Stamper, Vanderbilt 
T Michael Oher, Mississippi 
G Ben Grubbs, Auburn 

G Brian Anderson, Mississippi State 
C Antoine Caldwell, Alabama 
QB Chris Leak, Florida 

RB Arian Foster, Tennessee 
RB Kenneth Darby, Alabama 

E Ray McDonald, Florida 

E — Marquies Gunn, Auburn 

T Justin Harrell, Tennessee 
T Glenn Dorsey, LSU 


LB Tony Taylor, Georgia 

LB Earl Everett, Florida 

LB Jonathan Goff, Vanderbilt 

CB Chevis Jackson, LSU 

CB David Irons, Auburn 

S  Reshard Langford, Vanderbilt 
S Reggie Nelson, Florida 


K — Chris Hetland, Florida 
P Gordon Ely-Kelso, Georgia 
KR Rafael Little, Kentucky 


Offense: Mitch Mustain, OB, Arkansas 
Defense: Al Woods, T, LSU 


63 301 Sr. 


63 296 So. 


5-li 188 Sr. 


62 215 So. 


6-1 198 Jr. 


6-0 185 Sr. 
6-2 215 Sr. 
5-10 198 Jr. 


SEC SCOUTING 


® Georgia at South Carolina, Sept. 9 
Are the Gamecocks legit contenders in 
Year 2 of the Steve Spurrier era? 

@ LSU at Auburn, Sept. 16 
It wouldn't be a surprise if the winner claims 
the SEC West. On paper, at least, these are 
the two best teams in the division. 

© Florida at Tennessee, Sept. 16 
This will be the first test of the season for 
the Gators, who last won in Knoxville in 
2002. 

® Auburn at South Carolina, Sept. 28 
The Gamecocks hope to catch the Tigers asleep 
at the switch in this Thursday night game. 

@ LSU at Florida, Oct. 7 
This is the second of four consecutive 
showdowns for the Gators, who play host to 
Alabama the week before. 

@ Florida at Auburn, Oct. 14 
Given the schedule for both, the loser will 
have a tough time winning its division. 

@ Florida vs. Georgia in Jacksonville, Oct. 28 
It wouldn't be a surprise if the victor claims 
the SEC East. 

@ Georgia at Auburn, Nov. 11 
The South's oldest rivalry. At the least, this 
will have a big bearing on bow! slotting. 

® Auburn at Alabama, Nov. 18 
The nation’s best rivalry? It's this nasty one. 
@ Florida at Florida State, Nov. 25 
The nation's best nonconference rivalry? It’s 
this nasty one. 

@ Dream schedule 
South Carolina's Steve Spurrier has to be 
smiling (or is it smirking?). Outside of a trip 
to Clemson to end the season, the 
nonconference schedule is a joke. And 
outside of a trip to Florida, the conference 
road schedule is a joke. Yes, there are games 
against Georgia, Auburn and Tennessee, but 
they are in Columbia. 

® Nightmare schedule 

_ Florida's Urban Meyer wouldn't mind winning 
10 games to prove his spread-option offense 
will work in the SEC. Well, it'll be tough. The 
Gators play eight teams that went to bowls 
in 2005, plus Tennessee. There are road 
games against the Vols, Auburn and Florida 
State; and home games against Alabama, 

_ LSU and South Carolina, And get this 
back-to-back-to-back-to-back backbreaker: 
Alabama on Sept. 30; LSU on Oct. 7; at 
Auburn on Oct. 14; vs. Georgia in Jacksonville 
on Oct. 28. At least five of the first six 
games are in Gainesville. 

© Bow! bound 
Auburn, LSU, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Tennessee and South Carolina are locks. 
Arkansas and Ole Miss have shots, but only if 
they sweep their non-league games. 
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RANKING THE PLAYERS 


By Rivals.com 


Player, position 

1. Percy Harvin, WR 

2. Andre Smith, OL 

3. Matthew Stafford, OB 
4. Mitch Mustain, OB 

5. Brandon Spikes, LB 

6. Reshad Jones, 0B 

7. Al Woods, DT 

8. Tim Tebow, OB 

9. Carl Johnson, OL 

10. Rico McCoy, LB 

11. Micah Johnson, LB/RB 
12. Ben Tate, RB 

13, Jarred Fayson, WR/OB 
14, Charles Scott, RB 

15. Allen Walker, ATH 

16. Akeem Hebron, LB 

17. Knowshon Moreno, RB 
18. NaDerris Ward, TE 

19. Charles Deas, DT 

20. Derrick Odom, LB 


NOTEBOOK Florida was headed for the nation’s top class until it lost three 


Ht./wt. 


511/182 
6-5/315 
63/210 
6-3/205 
6-4/225 
6-2/180 
6-5/325 
63/225 
6-6/335 
62/210 
6-2/255 
5-11/208 
6-0/195 
5-11/223 
6-2/200 
6-1/195 
5-11/205 
6-5/247 
6-4/315 
6-1/205 


Hometown/Previous school 
Virginia Beach, Va./Landstown 
Birmingham, Ala./Huffman 
Dallas/Highland Park 
Springdale, Ark./Springdale 
Shelby, N.C./Crest Senior 
Atlanta/Booker T. Washington 
Elton, La./Elton 

St. Augustine, Fla./Nease 
Durham, N.C./Southern 
Washington, D.C./St. John’s College 
Ft. Campbell, Ky./Ft. Campbell 
Newark, Md./Snow Hill 
Tampa/Hillsborough 

Saline, La./Jonesboro-Hodge 
Olive Branch, Miss./Olive Branch 
Gaithersburg, Md./Good Counsel 
Belford, N.J./Middleton South 
Oakland/McClymonds 

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla./Dillard 
Jackson, Miss./Callaway 


College 
Florida 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Arkansas 
Florida 
Georgia 
LSU 
Florida 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 
Auburn 
Florida 
LSU 
Mississippi 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
LSU 

LSU 


highly-touted recruits down the stretch. Still, this is a star-studded class led by the nation’s top prospect: 


WR Percy Harvin. 


Louisiana that it offered. ... Georgia nabbed the top in-state 
player in DB Reshad Jones. The Bulldogs previously had 
trouble landing players from Jones’ school (Atlanta's 


Booker T. Washington). ... 


.. LSU signed every top 10 prospect in 


Arkansas was able to keep 

home-grown Mitch Mustain, the nation’s No. 2 quarterback, 
after he wavered on a commitment. ... 
down year by its standards but still signed a Top 25 class. 


.. WRs Chris Slaughter, Alex Rose and Tim Hawthorne 


should compete for playing time this season for Auburn. ... 


RANKING THE TEAMS 
1. Florida 7. Tennessee 
2. Georgia 8. South Carolina 
3. LSU 9. Arkansas 
4, Auburn 10. Kentucky 
5. Alabama 11. Mississippi State 
Revere 6. Mississippi 12. Vanderbilt 


Alabama had perhaps the nation’s best 


offensive line class, topped by the nation's top line prospect: Andre Smith. —JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


RETURNING LEADERS 


RUSHING Player, school, class 
1. Kenny Irons, Auburn, Sr. 

2. Kenneth Darby, Alabama, Sr. 

3. Darren McFadden, Arkansas, So. 
4. Rafael Little, Kentucky, Jr. 

5. Arian Foster, Tennessee, So. 


PASSING Player, school, class 
1. Chris Leak, Florida, Sr. 

2. JaMarcus Russell, LSU, Jr. 

3, Brandon Cox, Auburn, Jr. 


4, Blake Mitchell, South Carolina, Jr. 


5, Andre’ Woodson, Kentucky, Jr. 


RECEIVING Player, school, class 
1. Sidney Rice, South Carolina, So. 
2. Earl Bennett, Vanderbilt, So. 

3. DJ Hall, Alabama, Jr. 

4. Dwayne Bowe, LSU, Sr. 

5. Keith Brown, Alabama, Jr. 


Att. Yds. Avg. 
1,293 51 
1,242 5.2 
176 Ws 6.3 
197 1,045 5.3 


879 48 


Yds. 
2,639 
2,435 
2,324 
2,370 
1,644 


Pct. Int. 
628 6 

60.3 9 
578 «8 
59.0 12 
5776 


Comp Att. 
235 374 
187 = 310 
177 306 

315 

253 


| 
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Long TD YPG 
%4 13 107.8 
48 3 103.5 
70 1 101.2 
65 9 95.0 
66 5 79.9 
Yds./att. TD 

7Al 20 ~=—-136.5 

79 15 136.4 

7.6 15 132.6 

75 TW 132.4 

65 6 115.4 

RPG YPR YPG 
6.4 16.3 103.9 
7.2 ml 79.6 
4.4 141 61.5 
3.4 17.3 59.2 
31 18.9 58.4 
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| What Can | Win? 
_ Grand Prize $10,000 


] oped = a This year, add even more excitement to the college 
Waries $1.99 football season by being a player, not a spectator. 
| 5th Place $500 In Fantasy Cup College Football 2006, you can win 
6th - 10th Place $250 $10,000 plus bragging rights. The top 250 team owners 


11th — 25th Place $150 i 1 i =) 
>sth 100th Place $100 win cash! There are tons of other prizes too — for a total 


101st-250th Place $50 of $70,000 — including 100 winners each week! 


Weekly prizes, too! Each season entry is $19.95 - buy 2 for $29.95 


Laldovas “aes Unlimited trades each week 

3rd Place $100 Trade token packages available are: 
4th Place $75 1 token for $3 

5th Place $50 

6th — 10th Place $25 pa ior eh 

11th-25th Place $20 OKENS TOF 


26th-100th Place Cool 

merchandise worth $20 each! How do 1 play? 

@ Select exactly 8 schools from the list below without 
exceeding your initial $10 million play budget. 

@ Your 8 schools will score points each week based on \ 
how they perform on the field. . 


BONUS Points—Offense BONUS Points—Delense © BONUS Points—Team | ; Ss 
-= . 
Passing Yards over 300=5 points Passing Yards Under 150 =5 point: Win = 10 points ‘ 4 ~~ 
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| Alr Force $300,000 = Connecticut $570,000 =U Louisiana Tech $300,000 = Northern Illinois $300,000 ($1,270,000 


Akron $300,000 © Duke $300,000 =U Louisville 20,000 _) Northwestern 310,000 $1,800,000 
Alabama $1,300,000 East Carolina $300,000 =OLSU | S51 Notre Dame 91,610,000 $810,000 
J Alabama-Birmingham $300,000 ern Michigan $300,000 4 Marshall $350,000 1 Ohio $300,000 © Texas Christian avaran 
Arizona ‘$440,000 31,790,000 620,000 1 Ohio State ‘$2,030,000 UT El-Paso (UTEP) $1,110,000 
S 31,260,000 4 Florida Atlantic $900,000 nphis 660,000 4 Oklahoma 31,520,000 Ute fech 
$740,000 0 Florida International $300,000 Miami O Oklahoma St $370,000 4) Toledo 
Arkansas St $300,000 © Florida St $1,450,000 O Miami-Ohio (1 Oregon 3 U Troy State $300,000 
Army $300,000 4 Fresno State $950,000 =) Michigan C1 Oregon Stato O Tulane pena 
+ Auburn $1,620,000 © Georgia 10,000 = Michigan St O Penn O Tulsa $310,000 
| $300,000 orgia Tech 2 O Middle Tenn St 2 Pittsburgh QUCLA ‘$1, oases 
$300,000 = Hawaii 4 Purdue 4 Utah 3 


O Minnesota 


$1,060,000 =) Houston a URice U Utah State ‘$300,000 
joston College $1,230,000 Uldaho Qa st O Ru O Vanderbilt $300,000 
jowling Green $610,000 Illinois Missouri OSan 1 Dieg jo St O Virginia $710,000 
uffalo $300,000 =O Indiana © Navy O San Jose St $300,000 9) Virginia Tech ($1,360,000 
QByU $840,000 =U lowa CNeb O South Carolina $1,210,000 4 Wake Forest $850,000 
O California $1,340,000  lowa State 0, 0.000 O Nev ©) South Florida $300,000 ©) Washington $360,000 
O Central Florida $820,000 © Nevada - Las Vegas OQ Southern Cal $1,810,000 1 Washington St $300,000 
O Central Michigan $300,000 as State O New Mexico QO Southern Methodist 3 O West Virginia 31,710,000 
O Cincinnati $300,000 O Kent O New Mexico St Southern Miss , Ol Western Michigan 
U Clemson $1,330,000 Kentucky © North Carolina U Stanford 3620,000 Wisconsin 
U Colorado $940,000 4 Louisiana Lafayette O North Carolina St O Syracuse $300,000 O Wyoming $380,000 
O Colorado St $300,000 © Louisiana Monroe O North Texas O Temple $300,000 


So you think you know college football? © Here is your chance to prove it! © WIN $10,000! 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Southern Miss 
Sept.9 UCF 

Sept.16 at Tennessee 
Sept. 23 Kentucky 

Sept. 30 Alabama 

Oct. 7 LSU 

Oct.14 gat Auburn 
Oct.28 © Georgia* 
Nov.4 at Vanderbilt 
Nov. 11 South Carolina 
Nov.18 Western Carolina 
Nov. 25 at Florida State 
*at Jacksonville 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


GATORS DATA 
Stadium: Ben Hill Griffin at 
Florida Field (grass, 88,548) 
Site: Gainesville, Fla. 

Coach: Urban Meyer (9-3, 1 year; 
48-11 overall, 5 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Dan Mullen (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinators: 

Greg Mattison (2nd year); 
Charlie Strong (2nd year, 12th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 
Last league title won: 2000 
Last year not in a bowl: 1990 
2005 record: 9-3, 5-3/T2nd 
SEC East 


2005 RESULTS 
Wyoming W, 32-14 
Louisiana Tech W, 41-3 
Tennessee W, 16-7 

at Kentucky W, 49-28 

at Alabama L, 31-3 
Mississippi State W, 35-9 

at LSU L, 21-17 

vs. Georgia W, 14-10 
Vanderbilt W, 49-42 (201) 
at South Carolina L, 30-22 
Florida State W, 34-7 
lowa* W, 31-24 
“Outback Bow! 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: T Lance Butler, C Mike 
Degory, T Randy Hand, WR Chad 
Jackson, G Tavares Washington 
Defense: CB Vernell Brown, 

S Jarvis Herring, LB Todd 
McCullough, E Jeremy Mincey, 
CB Demetrice Webb 
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EAST DIVISION 


1. FLORIDA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Urban 
Meyer's offense is somewhat 
complicated, but the mission is 
simple—get your fast guys in 
mismatches against their slow 
guys. Meyer prefers a one-back, 
four-wide set, but the Gators used 
a lot of conventional schemes last 
season and likely will have to do so 
again. 

SKILL POSITIONS Quarterback 
Chris Leak is a dropback passer 
who's being asked to run the 
option. He never will be a good 
runner, but coaches hope he at 
least can become adequate. Leak’s 
backup will be touted true fresh- 


man Tim Tebow, who enrolled 
early and appears to be a perfect 
fit for the spread option. Tebow 
should play a lot this season. 
Meyer criticized his tailbacks often 
last season and was at it again 
this spring. The contenders there 
are DeShawn Wynn, Markus 
Manson and Kestahn Moore. Wynn 
is the strongest, Manson the 
fastest, Moore the best receiver. 
One of two true freshmen, Chevon 
Walker (who enrolled early) and 
Mon Williams, likely will get play- 
ing time. Wideout Chad Jackson 
left a year early, but no one seems 
too worried. The most important 


Scouring Reports: Mike Hucuenin, Ontanoo Senrinet; Mixe Stance, Knoxvitte News Sentinet; Mart Hayes, Sportinc News 


guy is Andre Caldwell, a 
speed merchant. Dallas 
Baker and Jemalle 
Cornelius had career-best 
seasons last year, but 
more is expected of each. 
Coaches like Nyan 
Boateng and Louis 
Murphy, and redshirt 
freshman David Nelson 
lacks size but should be a 
nice possession receiver. 
But it's the true freshmen 
who have folks frothing. 
Percy Harvin was thought 
to be the nation's top 
prospect, and he should 
get the opportunity this 
fall. Tight end Tate Casey 
is a willing blocker but 

is underutilized as a 
receiver. 

OFFENSIVE LINE This 
is the biggest mystery on 
the team. UF looks to 
have the requisite num- 
ber of bodies, but putting 
the right guys in the 
right spots is going to be 
key. You have to figure 
Jim Tartt, Drew Miller 
and Steve Rissler will 
start—Rissler at center, 
Miller at right tackle and 
_& Tartt at left guard. Phil 

Trautwein is the likely 

guy at left tackle and 
Ronnie Wilson the projected 
starter at right guard. Simon 
Codrington could be the main 
backup at both guard spots. The 
coaches are confident in their 
starting five. But they want at 
least three backups they can count 
on, and that’s a concern. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 

Co-coordinators Charlie Strong 
and Greg Mattison meshed nicely 
last year in deciding how to deploy 
their talent. Mattison believes in 
having the front four supply the 
bulk of the pass rush. Strong likes 
to blitz and has the linebackers 
and safeties to shake up things. 
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RETURNING LEADERS 


RUSHING 
DeShawn Wynn 
Markus Manson 
Kestahn Moore 
PASSING 


Chris Leak 235 374 
RECEIVING 
Dallas Baker 
Jemalle Cornelius 
DeShawn Wynn 


KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Markus Manson 

Jemalle Cornelius 
KICKING 

Chris Hetland 38 
TACKLES Solo 
Earl Everett 

Brandon Siler 

Reggie Nelson 

Marcus Thomas 

Sacks: Jarvis Moss (7.5) 


Comp. Att. Pct. 


Rec. Yds. 


XPM XPA FGM 


Assists 


Avg. TD 
48 7 
45 2 
5.8 1 
Yds. TD 
62.8 2,639 20 
Avg. 
13.4 
13.2 
13.4 
Avg. 
19.6 
20.4 
FGA Pts. 
40 13 16 7 
Total TFL/Yds. 
72 3.5/25 
64 9/40 
46 4/32 
10.5/34 


Interceptions: Everett, Kyle Jackson (2) 


FRONT SEVEN The health 
of end Ray McDonald is of 
utmost importance. He had 
two knee surgeries last sea- 
son. If he can return 100 per- 
cent, he has All-SEC talent. 
Nose tackle Marcus Thomas is 
the other potential standout. 
He wasn't as disruptive as 
someone with his talent 
should have been last season. 
Tackle Steven Harris has a 
nasty streak. End Jarvis Moss 
has speed, but how well he 
holds up against the run is 
the question coaches need 
answered. Tackle Joe Cohen, 
end Derrick Harvey and nose 
tackle Clint McMillan are the 
key reserves, with the most 
expected from Harvey, anoth- 
er former mega-recruit. There 
appears to be talent at line- 
backer. The problem? Outside 
of Brandon Siler and Earl 
Everett, it's untested talent. 


Siler (middle) and Everett 
(weak side) might form the 
best linebackers duo in the 
SEC. After them? Hmmm. 
Brian Crum has excellent ath- 
letic ability that has yet to be 
harnessed. Jon Demps could 
get playing time in the mid- 
dle and on the strong side. 
The rest of the group is red- 
shirt or true freshmen. 
SECONDARY Will Reggie 
Nelson start at free safety or 
strong safety? He has excel- 
lent speed and is a big-timer 
as a blitzer. But he also is the 
Gators’ best safety in cover- 
age. Look for him to start at 
strong safety, with Kyle 
Jackson getting the nod at 
free safety. Jackson has the 
athleticism to be a star. Tony 
Joiner is a big hitter who will 
play. Terrence Holmes has 
fallen off the map at strong 
safety but could play as a 


reserve, as could redshirt 
freshman Dorian Munroe, who 
is expected to become a big- 
time contributor down the 
road, The starting corners are 
expected to be Avery Atkins 
and Reggie Lewis. Atkins is a 
physical corner who eventual- 
ly should be an all-league 
candidate. But depth at cor- 
ner is, in a word, awful. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Eric 
Wilbur has a big leg and nice 
touch. Kicker Chris Hetland 
emerged from obscurity to 
nail down the job last sea- 
son; his kicks don't always 
look good, but he has a rela- 
tively strong leg, and coaches 
are confident in him up to 45 
yards. It wouldn't be surpris- 
ing to see a freshman win one 
of the return jobs. 

COACHING STAFF Gator 
Nation remains enamored 
with Meyer, a 41-year-old 
wunderkind whose first sea- 
son didn't live up to expecta- 
tions offensively. Assistants 
Stan Drayton and John “Doc" 
Holliday are recognized as 
ace recruiters. Still, Meyer 
and offensive coordinator 
Dan Mullen need to provide 
extra oomph for the offense 
this season. Even though the 
defense played well under 
Mattison and Strong last 
season season, a lot is 
expected from their unit 
because there is more speed 
to work with, 

BOTTOM LINE Expectations 
are high, probably too high for 
a team with a quarterback ill- 
suited for the offense, a shaky 
offensive line and a murderous 
schedule (eight bow! teams 
from last year plus Tennessee). 
Still, nine or 10 wins is a legit 
goal for a team with this 
defense. —Mike Huguenin 


An SEC coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Ch 
WR 81 Dallas Baker 6-3 206 Sr. 
82 Louis Murphy 6-3 195 So, 
WR 6 Jemalle Cornelius 5-11 190 Sr. 
Percy Harvin* 5-11 182 Fr. 
WR 5 Andre Caldwell 61 200 Sr. 
17__Nyan Boateng 62 205 So. 
tT) 75 Phil Trautwein 6-6 309 Jr. 
73 _ Carlton Medder 6-5 315 dr 
LG 63 Jim Tartt 63 310 So. 
78 Simon Codrington 67 310 Fr. 
C 79 Steve Rissler 6-3 310 Sr. 
69 Eddie Haupt __ 164) 1295, FF 
70 Ronnie Wilson 6-4 310 Fr. 
78 Simon Codrington 67 310 Fr. 
67 Drew Miller 65 305 Jr. 
TT Jason Watkins 6-6 310 So, 
TE 84 Tate Casey 6-6 242 Jr 
T___ Cornelius Ingram 6-4 235 So 
QB 12 Chris Leak 6-0 210 Sr. 
15__ Tim Tebow* 63 225 Fr. 
RB 21 DeShawn Wynn 5-1 232 Sr. 
33 Kestahn Moore 5-10 212 So 
K 39 ChrisHetland — 6-0 185 Sr. 
KR 2 Markus Manson 6-0 210 So. 


Pos. No. Name Ht OWE. Ch. 
— 95 Ray McDonald 66 280 Sr. 
91__ Derrick Harvey 6-4 260 So. 

NT 44 Marcus Thomas 6-3 290 Sr. 
98 Clint McMillan GA 282. Ir 

T 93 Steven Harris 6-4 285 Sr. 
20 Joe Cohen 6-2 292 Sr. 

E 94 Jarvis Moss 66 252 Jr. 
___52_ Darryl Gresham 61 260 Fr. 
SLB 13 Brian Crum 63 Sear ° Sk 
Brandon Spikes* 64230 Fr. 

MLB 40 Brandon Siler 6-2 235 Jr. 
55 _ Jon Demps _ 64 230 So. 
WLB 30 Earl Everett 6-2 231 Sr. 
___41___ Ryan Stamper 61 228 Fr 
CB 22 Reggie Lewis 5-10 195 Sr. 
___ Jacques Rickerson* ss 5-10 -180_—sFr. 
SS 1 Reggie Nelson 61 198 Jr. 
19 Tony Joiner — 5-208 Jr 

FS 3 Kyle Jackson 6-1 200 Jr. 
34 Dorian Munroe 6-0 20) Fr 

CB 4 _—s Avery Atkins 5-11 189 So. 
36__NickBrooks 60207 Sr. 

P 10 Eric Wilbur 61 203 Sr. 
PR 18 Tremaine McCollum 5-8 175 Sr 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SEC 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Western Kentucky 
Sept.9 At South Carolina 
Sept. 16 UAB 

Sept. 23 Colorado 

Sept. 30 at Mississippi 
Oct. 7 Tennessee 

Oct. 14 Vanderbilt 

Oct. 21 Mississippi State 
Oct.28  @ Florida* 

Nov.4 — at Kentucky 

Nov. 11 mat Auburn 

Nov. 25 Georgia Tech 

*at Jacksonville 

B Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to be upset 


BULLDOGS DATA 
Stadium: Sanford (grass, 92,746) 
Site: Athens, Ga. 

Coach: Mark Richt (52-13, 5 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Neil Callaway (6th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Willie Martinez (2nd year, 6th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Pro style 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 
Last league title won: 2005 
Last year not in a bowl: 1996 
2005 record: 10-3, 6-2/Ist 

SEC East 


2005 RESULTS 
Boise State W, 48-13 
South Carolina W, 17-15 
La.-Monroe W, 44-7 
at Mississippi State W, 23-10 
at Tennessee W, 27-14 
at Vanderbilt W, 34-17 
Arkansas W, 23-20 
vs. Florida L, 14-10 
Auburn L, 31-30 
Kentucky W, 45-13 
at Georgia Tech _—W, 14-7 
LSU* W, 34-14 
West Virginia* L, 38-35 
*SEC Championship “Sugar Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: G Max Jean-Gilles, 

WR Bryan McClendon, TE Leonard 
Pope, T Dennis Roland, OB D.J. 
Shockley, C Russ Tanner 
Defense: NT Gerald Anderson, 

S Greg Blue, T Kedric Golston, 

CB Tim Jennings, CB DeMario 
Minter, E Will Thompson 
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2. GEORGIA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY When 
Mark Richt arrived, he used a 
scheme that relied on a three- 
wide, two-back shotgun set and 
mixed in I-formation principles. In 
the past two years, with the 
strength of the team at tailback, 
he moved toward power football. 

SKILL POSITIONS Joe 
Tereshinski wants the starting 
quarterback job in the worst way. 
So what if he’s not the most-gifted 
guy? He's a tough, gutty player the 
team rallies around—and he knows 
the offense better than any of the 
three guys chasing him. Two of the 
chasers are former Elite 11 quar- 


terbacks—redshirt freshman Joe 
Cox and true freshman Matthew 
Stafford, who took part in spring 
drills. But as long as Tereshinski 
doesn't make mistakes, it’s his job 
to lose. Whoever wins the job has 
to avoid trouble and lean on a trio 
of tailbacks that is better than any 
in the nation: Thomas Brown, 
Danny Ware and Kregg Lumpkin. 
Ware and Lumpkin are big, power 
backs; Brown is a slasher with 
deceptive strength and speed. 
Fullback Des Williams is a solid 
blocker, It's a similar situation 
(lack of depth and experience) at 
receiver as last season, with one 


exception: Mohamed 
Massaquoi is a star. Rangy, 
athletic and possessing 
fantastic body control, 
Massaquoi developed into 
one of the SEC's best 
receivers last year. But he 
needs help. Mario Raley is 
a possession receiver. 
Demiko Goodman is a 
burner the staff has high 
hopes for. More than 
likely, one or two newcom- 
ers (sound familiar?) will 
have to play a major role. 
Tight end shouldn't take 
much of a dip with 
Martrez Milner. He’s not as 
physically impressive as 
previous stars Ben Watson 
and Leonard Pope, but he 
has similar pass-catching 
ability. 

OFFENSIVE LINE With 
three starters gone from 
last year’s dominating 
group, there's work to do. 
The nucleus is All-SEC cal- 
iber tackle Daniel Inman. 
He's not a mauler; he 
relies on technique. Ken 
Shackleford projects at the 
other tackle spot. Nick 
Jones has moved from 
guard to center. His big 
and agile body will be a 
plus—especially consider- 
ing the concerns at the guard 
spots. Chester Adams takes over 
at tight guard, and Fernando 
Velasco is the split guard. Both 
have size but need to develop a 
mean streak. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Georgia wants to force its will on 
the opponent with pressure and 
various blitz packages. The philos- 
ophy: the more pressure, the more 
the opponent makes mistakes. The 
front four sets the tone, and ath- 
letic linebackers finish it off. 

FRONT SEVEN Quentin Moses is 
the league's best pass rusher. He 
lacks size but uses his length and 


RUSHING 
Thomas Brown 
Danny Ware 
Kregg Lumpkin 
PASSING 


Joe Tereshinski 25 
RECEIVING 

Mohamed Massaquoi 

Sean Bailey 

Martrez Milner 


Kenneth Harris 

KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Thomas Flowers 

KICKING 

Brandon Coutu 

TACKLES Solo 
Jarvis Jackson 56 
Tra Battle 48 
Danny Verdun Wheeler 46 
Tony Taylor 36 
Sacks: Quentin Moses (11.5) 
Interceptions: Paul Oliver (3) 


wingspan to get past bigger 
offensive tackles. He's All- 
American caliber. With Moses 
drawing lots of blockers, 
Charles Johnson must excel. 
He's thicker than Moses and 
nearly as quick. Johnson just 
needs to finish. Ray Gant and 
Jeff Owens aren't as big as 
some of Georgia's tackles of 
the past, but they're quicker, 
more agile and will give the 
Dawgs a different look than 
they had in previous years. 
Depth is lacking. Richt has 
recruited linebackers as well 
as any position. Tony Taylor 
and Jarvis Jackson are All- 
SEC caliber. They switched 
positions in the spring— 
Jackson moving inside and 
Taylor to the weakside spot. 
The positions are more natu- 
ral fits for both in a move 
that the staff hopes will free 
Taylor to roam on blitz pack- 


Comp. Att. 


Yds. Avg. TD 
736 5.0 4 
492 49 
335 51 
Pct. Yds. TD 
OSI ST 1 
Rec, Yds. Avg. 
505 13.3 
364 22.8 
291 20.8 
216 19.6 
Yds. Avg. 
32 438 137 1 
XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 
45 45 23 29 Od 
Assists Total TFL/Yds. 
84 4/15 
7 4 
62 3/4 
5.5/16 


ages and give Jackson more 
control of the defense. Danny 
Verdun Wheeler and Brandon 


Miller will compete for the 


strongside position, but nei- 


ther has the speed Georgia 
needs at the spot. There's a 


possibility that an incoming 


freshman could win the job. 


SECONDARY There's plenty 
of inexperience, but it's noth- 
ing a group of talented players 
can't overcome. Former quar- 
terback Kelin Johnson will fall 


in line behind former stars 


Thomas Davis and Greg Blue 


as a hard-hitting free safety 


who dictates tempo. Johnson 
eventually might be better in 
coverage. Tra Battle is all-star 
caliber at the rover spot and 


will give the Dawgs more 
oomph in run support. The 


new cornerbacks—Paul Oliver 
and Thomas Flowers—will be 
the strength of the secondary 


by the end of the season. 
Oliver has speed and moves 
well laterally; he has huge 
upside because of his size and 
ability to run. Flowers, one of 
the SEC's best return men, is 
battling Ramarcus Brown and 
Bryan Evans for the other 
starting spot. All three are 
terrific athletes. 

SPECIAL TEAMS This is the 
SEC's most complete package. 
Brandon Coutu is one of the 
nation’s top kickers. He has a 
strong and accurate leg. 
Gordon Ely-Kelso is the SEC’s 
most consistent placement 
punter. He has a big leg and 
quick release and consistently 
turns over the field. The 
return game is just as impres- 
sive. Flowers is a threat to 
score anytime he catches a 
punt, and Ramarcus Brown 
and Thomas Brown give the 
Dawgs a threat on kickoff 
returns. 

COACHING STAFF Richt is a 
dynamite play-caller, and his 
even-tempered personality 
rubs off on the players and 
staff. Willie Martinez made 
huge strides in his first year 
as defensive coordinator 
Defensive ends coach Jon 
Fabris has turned down lucra- 
tive offers to stay, and line 
coaches Neil Callaway 
(offense/offensive coordina- 
tor) and Rodney Garner 
(defense) are respected 
among the coaching commu- 
nity for their technique and 
recruiting ability. 

BOTTOM LINE At this point, 
we should know—even 
expect—Georgia to compete 
for the SEC title every season. 
Why would anything change? 
If Richt finds a way to beat 
Florida—he's 1-4 vs. the 
Gators—look out. —Matt Hayes 


An SEC coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Ch 
SE 1 Mohamed Massaquoi 62 198 So. 
___ 80 Mario Raley 61 190 Sr. 
ST 79 Ken Shackleford 65 315) Sr 
66 John Miller* 6-6 290 Fr. 
SG 75 Fernando Velasco 64 315 Jr. 
__TT__ Zeb McKinzey 6-3 285 Jr 
C 70 Nick Jones 6-3 295 Sr. 
64 _ lan Smith 63 295 Fr. 
1G 67 Chester Adams 6-4 320 Jr 
___ 16 _ Seth Watts 6-4 313 So. 
TT 72 Daniel Inman 6-7 319 Sr. 
___ 61 _Michael Turner 64 295 Sr 
TE 87 Martrez Milner 6-4 240 Sr. 
86 Tripp Chandler 66253 So, 
FL 88 Kenneth Harris 63 214 So. 
_ 27 Mikey Henderson 510 165 Jr. 
0B 13 Joe Tereshinski 63 27 Sr. 
____15 _ Blake Barnes 63 219 So. 
TB 20 Thomas Brown 5-8 185 Jr. 
6 _Kregg Lumpkin 64 1220) Jn 
FB 36 Brannan Southerland 6-0 242 So. 
35 Des Williams 61 245 Jr 
K 96 Brandon Coutu 6-0 185 Jr 
KR 11 = Ramarcus Brown 5-1 173 So. 


Pos. No. Name 
Charles Johnson 
41 Roderick Battle 
T 90 Ray Gant 
54 Dale Dixson 
T 95 Jeff Owens 
__91__ Kade Weston 
E 94 Quentin Moses 
38__ Marcus Howard 
Brandon Miller 
42 Danny Verdun Wheeler 
MLB 45 Jarvis Jackson 
___ 44 Marcus Washington 
WLB 43 Tony Taylor 
___33__Dannell Ellerbe 
SCB 29 Thomas Flowers 
1 Ramarcus Brown 
FS 30 Kelin Johnson 
__17__ Antavious Coates 
SS 25 Tra Battle 
5 C.J. Byrd 
Paul Oliver 
2 ___ Asher Allen* 
P 95 Gordon Ely-Kelso 
PR 29 Thomas Flowers 


‘Ht Wee Cl 
62 215 Jr. 
6-4 249 Fr. 
62 27 Sr. 
6-2 308 Sr. 
63 280 Sr. 
6-5 310 Fr 
6-4 250 Sr. 
62 220 Jr 
6-4 248 Jr. 
62 244 Sr 
6-2 218 Sr. 
6-0 245 So. 
61 237 Sr. 
6-1 228 So. 
510 186 Jr. 
511 173 So. 
61 192 Jr 


64 200 Fr 


5-11 176 Sr. 
6-2 186 So. 
6-0 205 Jr. 
510 180 Fr. 
6-2 215 Sr. 
510 186 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SEC 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 California 
Sept.9 Air Force 
Sept.16 @ Florida 
Sept. 23 Marshall 
Sept. 30 at Memphis 
Oct. 7 Bat Georgia 
Oct. 21 Alabama 
Oct.28 Aat South Carolina 
Nov.4 LSU 

Nov. 1! — at Arkansas 
Nov. 18 — at Vanderbilt 


Nov. 25 Kentucky 
Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


VOLUNTEERS 
DATA 


Stadium: Neyland Stadium/ 
Shields-Watkins Field (grass, 
104,079) 

Site: Knoxville, Tenn. 

Coach: Phillip Fulmer (128-37, 
14 years; 29th at school) 


Offensive coordinator: 

David Cutcliffe (ist year, 18th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

John Chavis (12th year, 19th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1998 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 5-6, 3-5/T4th 
SEC East 


2005 RESULTS 
UAB W, 17-10 

at Florida L, 16-7 

at LSU W, 30-27 (OT) 
Mississippi W, 27-10 
Georgia L, 27-14 

at Alabama L, 6-3 
South Carolina L, 16-15 

at Notre Dame L, 41-21 
Memphis W, 20-16 
Vanderbilt L, 28-24 

at Kentucky W, 27-8 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: OB Rick Clausen, 

G Cody Douglas, WR C.J. Fayton, 
C Richie Gandy, WR Chris 
Hannon, RB Gerald Riggs, G Rob 
Smith, T Albert Toeaina 

Defense: CB Jason Allen, LB Omar 
Gaither, E Jason Hall, E Parys 
Haralson, T Jesse Mahelona, 

LB Jason Mitchell, LB Kevin Simon 
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3. TENNESSEE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 


base offense hasn't changed signifi- 


cantly since new coordinator David 
Cutcliffe's previous tenure. One 
wrinkle to look for is a renewed 
interest in the screen pass. 

SKILL POSITIONS Regardless of 
what happens at quarterback, 
coach Phillip Fulmer vows it won't 
be a repeat of last season's flip- 
flopping between Erik Ainge and 
Rick Clausen. In an ideal scenario, 


Ainge regains the composure and 
production of his true freshman 
season and starts every game. 
Cutcliffe must repair Ainge's 
mechanics and his confidence. He 
clearly has the arm and vision to 
be a big-time quarterback. 
Jonathan Crompton appears to 
have all the tools to play in the 
SEC. Should Ainge falter again, 
Crompton's time comes sooner 
rather than later. The running 


game starts with Arian Foster. He 
isn't a speedster, but Foster has 
vision, picks his holes well and 
runs hard. Montario Hardesty and 
LaMarcus Coker are young and 
promising. This is fullback Cory 
Anderson's last chance to boost 
his NFL stock. Disciplined routes 
and fewer drops will be mandatory 
improvements for a group of 
receivers that flopped last fall. 
The big three is Jayson Swain, 
Robert Meachem and Bret Smith, 
none of whom has reached his 
potential. Swain is the most phys- 
ical and, arguably, has the best 
hands. Meachem has the most 
talent, and Smith has a knack for 
getting open in the end zone. The 
plan is to reduce the rotation and 
to hope more snaps will produce 
more consistency. Look for tight 
end Chris Brown's role to expand. 

OFFENSIVE LINE Fulmer wants 
to see more physical run blocking. 
The emphasis began in the winter 
conditioning program to get 
mobile and develop stamina. 
Arron Sears likely will settle in at 
left tackle. Identifying the best 
four is the first priority. David 
Ligon will take over at left guard. 
That's because former walk-on 
Michael Frogg emerged at center 
in the spring. The staff hopes Eric 
Young is ready to become a star 
tackle. Guards Ramon Foster and 
Anthony Parker were forced to play 
as freshmen, and the results 
weren't pretty, Both should be bet- 
ter. Redshirt freshman Chris Scott 
will push for time. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY As 
long as John Chavis is calling the 
shots, everything starts up front 
with stopping the run. But Chavis’ 
defenses are far from basic; he 
isn't afraid to bring pressure from 
a variety of angles. 

FRONT SEVEN The line will 
come through—it always does. 
Still, there’s serious reloading to 
do. Tackle Justin Harrell pondered 
jumping to the NFL. He plays the 


Arian Foster 
David Yancey 
PASSING 
Erik Ainge 66 
RECEIVING 

Robert Meachem 

Jayson Swain 

Bret Smith 

KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Lucas Taylor 

Jonathan Hefney 

KICKING 

James Wilhoit 

TACKLES Solo 
Jonathan Hefney 

Antwan Stewart 

Justin Harrell 

Jonathan Wade 

Inquoris Johnson 

Sacks: Harrell, Turk McBride (2.5) 
Interceptions: Hefney (3) 


run well and has the size and 
agility to be a headache for a 
pass blocker. Turk McBride is 
a worthy starter at the other 
tackle, and youngsters Dan 
Williams and Demonte 
Bolden are projected to be in 
the rotation. Getting 

J.T. Mapu back from a two- 
year Mormon mission is a 
bonus. End Robert Ayers has 
the tools and just needs to 
stay healthy. Antonio 
Reynolds and Xavier Mitchell 
must step up. Junior college 
All-American Walter Fisher is 
expected to make an impact 
as a speed rusher. Talent 
outweighs experience at 
linebacker, so that group will 
be vulnerable in September. 
Omar Gaither, Kevin Simon 
and Jason Mitchell are gone, 
leaving three jobs open. 
Chavis isn't jumping off any 
bridges, though. A fair guess 


XPM XPA FGM 


Assists 


Yds. Avg. 
879 48 
42 3.2 


Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD 
45 455 737 #5 


Yds. Avg. 
383 13.2 
141 
10.6 
Avg. 
59 
15 
FGA Pts. 
2a (4 9 = «63 
Total TFL/Yds. 
65 3.5/3 
47 2/4 
39 75/16 
32 1.5/5 
30 25/19 


at the starting group would 
be veteran Marvin Mitchell 
in the middle, with Jerod 
Mayo and Rico McCoy outside. 
But things got shaken up in 
the spring. Mitchell remained 
inside. He's big and tough. 
Ryan Karl emerged on the 
strong side ahead of the 
touted Mayo. Chavis expects 
big things from McCoy, but 
Ellix Wilson is the man for 
now. Young guys to watch: 
Adam Myers-White and 
Andre Mathis. 

SECONDARY Almost every- 
one of significance is back. 
There are five players with 
starting experience at corner- 
back. Two of them, Antwan 
Stewart and Jonathan 
Hefney, made the transition 
to safety in 2005 and will 
stay there. That leaves 
Jonathan Wade, Roshaun 
Fellows and Inquoris Johnson 


to battle for the starting 
corner jobs. There isn't a Jim 
Thorpe Award candidate in 
the bunch, but that doesn't 
mean this shouldn't be a solid 
area. Wade has shown 
big-play ability. Johnson got 
into the mix last season when 
stud Jason Allen was hurt 
and just won't go away. 
Former corners Hefney and 
Stewart give the Vols two 
solid pass defenders at safety. 
The trade-off is neither is a 
punishing run-supporter. 
Demetrice Morley is destined 
to become an every-down 
safety. 

SPECIAL TEAMS James 
Wilhoit is money inside 40 
yards but has issues farther 
out. Britton Colquitt underwent 
predictable ups-and-downs as 
a true freshman punter. The 
Vols have struggled to gener- 
ate a dynamic return game for 
several years, and the outlook 
again is murky. 

COACHING STAFF Football 
is an industry at Tennessee. 
One bad year can be written 
off, but two in a row will 
sound an alarm, even for a 
coach with Fulmer's creden- 
tials. He showed he's taking 
the situation seriously when 
he canned two coaches—a 
tactic he resisted in the past. 
Bringing back trusted sidekick 
Cutcliffe to oversee the 
offense is another indication 
Fulmer is circling the wagons. 
Chavis sets a no-nonsense 
tempo on the practice field, 
and members of his defense 
have responded to it. 

BOTTOM LINE The Vols 
aren't ready to think BCS this 
season. The goal should be 
recovering sufficiently so they 
can take that step in 2007. 

—Mike Strange 


An SEC coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Ct 
WR 1 Jayson Swain 6-1 205 Sr. 
81 Josh Briscoe 6-3 183 So, 
UT 76 Arron Sears 6-4 320 Sr. 
79 Chris Scott 6-5 325 Fr. 
LG 66 David Ligon 65 300 Sr 
75 Anthony Parker 63 305 So, 
C 73 Michael Frogg 6-4 300 Jr. 
50 Josh McNeil 6-4 290 Fr. 
RG 78 Ramon Foster 66 325 So 
____64__ Malcom Rawls 65 315 Fr. 
RT 54 Eric Young 64 310 Jr. 
___Ti_ Steven Jones 64305 Jr 
TE 28 Chris Brown 6-3 250 Jr. 
86 _ Brad Cottam 6-8 260 Jr 
WR 3 Robert Meachem 63 210 Jr. 
__ 12 lucasTaylor 510 185 So. 
OB 10 Erik Ainge 6-6 220 Jr 
____8 Jonathan Crompton _6-4_225_—*Fr.__ 
RB 27 = Arian Foster 6-1 215 So. 
____2___Montario Hardesty 6-0 205 So. 
FB 45 Cory Anderson 6-3 255 Sr. 
30 David Holbert 61 250 Jr. 
K 25 James Wilhoit — 540 198 Sr. 
KR 12 Lucas Taylor 6-0 185 So. 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
LE 89 Antonio Reynolds 63 260 Jr. 
95 Walter Fisher 63 265 So. 
LT 90 Turk McBride 6-4 275 Sr. 
___98 Demonte Bolden 66 290 So, 
RT 92 Justin Harrell 6-4 300 Sr. 
___68 Matt McGlothlin 60290 Sr._ 
RE 91 Robert Ayers 63 255 So. 
94 Wes Brown _ 6-4 256 Fr. 
SLB 39 Ryan Karl 6-0 225 Jr 
____53__Adam Myers-White 62 215 So. 
MLB 40 Marvin Mitchell 63 235 Sr. 
____ 58 James Turner 60 234 In 
WLB 35 Ellix Wilson 510 225 So. 
5 Rico McCoy 61 215 Fr 
LCB 4 Jonathan Wade 6-0 195 Sr. 
36 Roshaunfellows 6-0 185 Jr 
FS 33 Jonathan Hefney 5-9 185 Jr. 
____38 Antonio Wardlow 6-0 185 Fr 
SS 24 Antwan Stewart 6-0 195 Sr. 
20 _Demetrice Morley 62 195 So. 
RCB 29  Inquoris Johnson 5-9 180 Jr. 
____37__ Antonio Gaines 5-9 185 Jr. 
P 47 «Britton Colquitt 6-3 198 So. 
PR 33 Jonathan Hefney 5-9 185 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SEC 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 


Aug. 31 __ at Mississippi State* 
Sept.9 Georgia 

Sept.16 Wofford 

Sept. 23 Florida Atlantic 
Sept. 28 Auburn* 

Oct.7 — at Kentucky 
Oct.21 at Vanderbilt 
Oct.28 A Tennessee 
Nov.4  @ Arkansas 

Nov. 11 mat Florida 

Nov. 18 Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 25 at Clemson 
*Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
Best chance to pull an upset 


GAMECOCKS 
DATA 


Stadium: Williams-Brice (grass, 
80,250) 

Site: Columbia, S.C. 

Coach: Steve Spurrier (7-5, 

1 year; 149-45-2 overall, 16 years) 


Offensive coordinator: 

Steve Spurrier (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Tyrone Nix (2nd year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last leaque title won: 1969 (ACC) 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 7-5, 5-3/T2nd 

SEC East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Mike Davis 

(146 att., 666 yards, 5 TDs) 
Passing: Blake Mitchell 
(186-315-12, 2,370 yards, 17 TDs) 
Receiving: Sidney Rice 

(70 rec., 1,143 yards, 13 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Central Florida W, 24-15 
at Georgia L, 17-15 
Alabama L, 37-14 
Troy W, 45-20 
at Auburn L, 48-7 
Kentucky W, 44-16 
Vanderbilt W, 35-28 
at Tennessee W, 16-15 
at Arkansas W, 14-10 
Florida W, 30-22 
Clemson L, 13-9 
Missouri* L, 38-31 
“Independence Bowl 
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4. SOUTH CAROLINA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY There's this myth that Steve 
Spurrier’s offense is a pass-happy scheme. In reality, when the 
offense is scoring in bunches, there's more running than pass- 
ing. The objective is to throw early and get a lead, then salt 
away victory in the second half with the run. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Blake Mitchell has 
added bulk and has a better grasp of what Spurrier wants to 
accomplish at the line. Yet, there's one teensy problem: Cade 
Thompson made huge strides during the spring. Spurrier 
admits that Thompson deserves “a chance” should Mitchell 
falter. The running game will get a big boost with the return 
of Cory Boyd, who sat out last season for violating team poli- 
cy. He's a workhorse who can give the offense balance. 
Receiver Sidney Rice still doesn’t comprehend the nuances of 
the position, but he's an All-American candidate. Noah 
Whiteside is ready to rebound from a disappointing season. 
Tight end Jared Cook gives the unit the ability to stretch the 
middle of the field. The line can't be much worse. Center Chris 
White is the most experienced and does a solid job. 
Gurminder Thind could develop into an All-SEC tackle. The 
lineup could shift in the fall when touted recruits arrive. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Get after it. That's pretty much 
the plan. It took half of last season for South Carolina to fig- 
ure that out after former co-coordinator John Thompson's 
unorthodox scheme didn't work out and eventually cost him 
his job. Spurrier turned to co-coordinator Tyrone Nix. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL If nose tackle Stanley Doughty is 
out of shape and not focused—which was the case in the 
spring—undersized ends Jordin Lindsey, Ryan Brown and 
Dakota Walker aren't as effective. At the least, South Caralina 
has a solid tackle rotation. Spurrier hopes Nix’s history of ath- 
letic linebackers at Southern Miss will begin to pay off. The 
group will be retooled but could play with more consistency 
and speed. The unit is counting heavily on junior college 
transfer Jasper Brinkley, a classic run stuffer who also will be 
used on various blitz packages because of his speed. Speed is 
the common theme among the players battling for other 
starting spots. There's rebuilding to be done in the secondary. 
The core is solid with cornerback Fred Bennett. Carlos Thomas 
brings speed to the position. Rover Brandon Isaac will give 
the Gamecocks more run support value. The staff wants to get 
the athletic Syvelle Newton, who has played quarterback and 
receiver, on the field somewhere, It could be in the secondary. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Ryan Succop has won the field-goal and 
kickoff jobs, but that could change once camp begins. He'll 
handle the punting duties, although there's speculation 
that the dual role is playing a part in Succop’s accuracy issues 
on field goals. The return candidates are Newton, Boyd, 
diminutive Bobby Wallace and Kenny McKinley. 

COACHING STAFF It starts with Spurrier, who proved last 
season he still knows a little about X’s and O's. Nix, one of 
three former defensive coordinators on the staff, built stout 
defenses at Southern Miss and wants his unit to play smart 
and aggressive—but under control. 

BOTTOM LINE South Carolina isn't ready to challenge for a 
league title. But if a quarterback develops, it will get interest- 
ing in what could be a wide-open SEC East race. —Matt Hayes 


Pos. No. Name 


WR 11 Kenny McKinley 5-11 181 So. 
: 1___Noah Whiteside 5-10 180 Sr. 
tT) = =75 ~~ Gurminder Thind 6-4 286 So. 
81 Seth Edwards 63 265 Sr. 
LG 55 Thomas Coleman Basan se 
71 William Brown 6-4 287 Jr. 
C 60 Chris White 6-3 316 Sr. 
76 Jeremy Burgess 6-4 286 So. 
RG 67 James Thompson 63 323 Jr. 
71 William Brown 6-4 287 Jr. 
RT 77 Jamon Meredith 6-4 290 Jr. 
___ 68 _ Justin Sorensen 67 309 So. 
TE 84 Jared Cook 6-5 229 fr. 
___93 _ Robert Pavlovic 64 241 Jr. 
WR 4 _— Sidney Rice 6-3 200 So. 
23 Mike West 6-0 213 Jr. 
0B 12 Blake Mitchell 6-3 206 Jr. 
7___ Cade Thompson 62 181 Fr. 
RB 25 Mike Davis 5-9 210 So. 
3 Cory Boyd 61 208 Jr. 
FB 39 Lanard Stafford 5-9 242 Jr. 
44 Clark Gaston* 63 238 Fr. 
K 14 Ryan Succop 63 214 So. 
KR 3 Cory Boyd 61 208 Jr. 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
— 41 Jordin Lindsey 6-3 248 Jr. 
90 Shea McKeen 6-4 258 Fr. 

T 79 Marque Hall 63 291 Jr 
96 Matt Raysor 63 313 So. 

NT 55 Stanley Doughty 6-0 331 Jr 
95 _ Nathan Pepper 61 278 So. 

— 43 Ryan Brown 6-0 247 Jr. 
____99 _ Dakota Walker 6-3 226 So. 
OLB 53 Marvin Sapp 5-1 216 So. 
16 Yvan Banag 5-9 205 So. 

MLB 52 Jasper Brinkley 6-2 250 Jr. 
___ 47 _ Curtis Rice 61 233 Jr. 
OLB 35 Brent Davis 6-1 204 Fr. 
___ 24 Cody Wells S212 dr 
CB 8 _ Fred Bennett 6-1 199 Sr. 

__36 Stoney Woodson 5-11 186 So. 

SS 26 Brandon Isaac 6254 OL Sh 
____ 49 _ Damien Wright 6-0 208 Fr. 
FS 33 Chris Hampton 5-11 186 Jr. 
: 17__Mychal Belcher* 6-0 190 Fr. 
CB 5 Carlos Thomas 5-10 174 So. 
36 Stoney Woodson 5-lt 186 So. 

P 14 Ryan Succop 63 214 So. 
PR 11 Kenny McKinley 5-11 181 So, 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Louisville 
Sept.9 Texas State 
Sept. 16 @ Mississippi 
Sept.23 mat Florida 
Sept. 30 Central Michigan 
Oct.7 _& South Carolina 
Oct.14 at LSU 

Oct.28 at Mississippi State 
Nov.4 Georgia 

Nov. 11 — Vanderbilt 

Nov. 18 — La.-Monroe 

Nov. 25 at Tennessee 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


Stadium: Commonwealth (grass, 
67,606) 

Site: Lexington, Ky. 

Coach: Rich Brooks (9-25, 

3 years; 100-134-4 overall, 

21 years) 


Offensive coordinator: Joker 
Phillips (2nd year, 13th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Mike 
Archer (4th year, 7th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1976 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 1999 
2005 record: 3-8, 2-6/6th 

SEC East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Rafael Little 

(197 att., 1,045 yards, 9 TDs) 
Passing: Andre’ Woodson 
(146-253-6, 1,644 yards, 6 TDs) 
Receiving: Rafael Little 

(46 rec., 449 yards, 0 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
Louisville L, 31-24 
Idaho State W, 41-29 
at Indiana L, 38-14 
Florida L, 49-28 
at South Carolina L, 44-16 
at Mississippi L, 13-7 
Mississippi State W, 13-7 
Auburn L, 49-27 
at Vanderbilt W, 48-43 
at Georgia L, 45-13 
Tennessee L, 27-8 


9. KENTUCKY 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Kentucky employs multiple sets 
with a lot of one-back looks. The approach could vary depending 
upon whether Andre’ Woodson or the more mobile Curtis Pulley 
is at quarterback. The Wildcats desperately need stability. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Woodson has size and a strong arm 
but must improve his awareness and leadership. Pulley is 
more mobile and throws well enough. New quarterbacks coach 
Randy Sanders will have an open mind. The workhorse of the 
running game is shifty Rafael Little. He's one of the nation’s 
most underrated players. The receivers didn’t scare anyone 
last fall and need to make a bigger contribution. Keenan 
Burton is a valid deep threat. His biggest challenge is to stay 
healthy; the Wildcats desperately need his speed. Tight end 
Jacob Tamme has the best hands on the team, but he never 
emerged as the go-to guy last year as the staff had hoped. 
Center Matt McCutchan won his appeal for a sixth year of eli- 
gibility, which means this group returns every starter. But no 
one is guaranteed a starting spot. There isn't an Outland 
Trophy candidate in the bunch, but the unit will have its best 
competition for jobs than at any time in the Rich Brooks era. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Mike Archer's switch 
to the 4-3 in '05 didn't produce the expected results. A stag- 
gering rash of injuries didn't help. An influx of underclassmen 
will improve athleticism, but a turnaround isn’t imminent. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Wildcats need to get more of a 
rush from their front four and not rely on blitzing. Depth is 
iffy. Tackle Lamar Mills is back from injury and needs to 
regain his form. Tackle Myron Pryor has bulk but must mature; 
he was thrown into the fire as a freshman last season. End 
Durrell White is a good athlete who struggles against the run 
because he lacks bulk. The same description applies to the 
other end, Nii Adjei Oninku. The Wildcats must get tougher 
against the run, and the linebackers bear much of that 
responsibility. Wesley Woodyard needs to make more stops 
closer to the line. Joe Schuler also is back. Neither job is 
locked up because of the arrival of heralded freshman Micah 
Johnson. Where he lands could depend on how well Braxton 
Kelley returns from a knee injury. Cornerback Bo Smith was 
booted off the team in May. He was the one guy in the 
secondary who was worthy of all-conference honors. That 
leaves both corner spots jumbled. Roger Williams is the 
favorite at strong safety. Free safety is a question unless 
Marcus McClinton makes a strong return from a knee injury. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The return game is one area in which 
Kentucky takes a backseat to few. Little is one of the SEC's 
most dangerous punt returners. In the kickoff mix are Burton, 
David Jones and Little, all of whom have outstanding creden- 
tials. Tim Masthay inherited the punting job as a true fresh- 
man and was adequate. The favorite to win the kicking job is 
incoming freshman Lones Seiber. 

COACHING STAFF Sanders comes from Tennessee to take 
over the quarterbacks. Thanks to Brooks’ broad background, 
it's unlikely an opponent will come up with a wrinkle for which 
he doesn't know how to adjust. The issue is upgrading 
Kentucky's talent level. 

BOTTOM LINE If everything falls into place, the Wildcats 
could creep up to 6-6, but 5-7 is more likely. —Mike Strange 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Ch 
WR 8  DeMoreo Ford 5-10 189 So 
M___ Joe Joe Brown — 63 200 So 
tT 69 Aaron Miller 6-5 300 So. 
___ 79 Garry Williams 63 288 So 
LG 78 Christian Johnson 6-4 325 So 
52 Fatu Turituri 6-3 290 Sr. 
C 62 Matt McCutchan 6-3 310 Sr. 
___58 Travis Slaydon 63 290 Sr. 
RG 72 Michael Aitcheson 6-3 300 Sr. 
___ 60 Trai Williams 5 16°42 286'E Sti. 
RT 57 Hayden Lane 6-6 283 Sr. 
____T_James Alexander 65.281 So. 
TE 18 Jacob Tamme 6-5 240 Jr. 
86 RossBogue 65 247 Fr 
WR 19 Keenan Burton 62 195 Jr. 
12__ Dicky Lyons 51 190 So. 
QB 3 Andre’ Woodson 6-5 240 Jr. 
15 Curtis Pulley 6-4 203 So. 
RB 22 Rafael Little 5-10 198 Jr. 
____ 28 _ Tony Dixon _ _5-9 208 So. 
FB 38 John Conner Sl 243 Fr. 
24 Terrell Bankhead 5-1 220 Sr. 
K 99 Brian Scott — 51 190 Jr 
KR 19 Keenan Burton 62 5! ir 


Pos. No, Name — 


E 9 Durrell White 6-3 260 Sr. 
___ 63 _ Ricky Abren 62 285 Jr 
T 45 Lamar Mills 61 295 Sr. 
95 Ventrell Jenkins 62 286 So 
T 98 Myron Pryor 61 307 So 
___ 66 JasonLeger 6-1 288 Jr. 
E 97 Nii Adjei Oninku 61 245 So 
20 Dominic Lewis 63 263 Jr. 
SLB 46 Joe Schuler 6-3 233 Jr. 
51 Johnny Williams 63 243 So 
MLB 56 Braxton Kelley 6-0 226 So. 
__l__Ben McGrath 6-2 232 So 
WLB 16 Wesley Woodyard 6-1 212 Jr 
____ 28 Patrick Barnette 6-1 206 So. 
CB 10 Karl Booker 6-1 190 Sr. 
__T _DavidJones 510194 So. 
SS 35 Roger Williams 6-0 200 Jr. 
39 AdamRichey SHO. 186 So. 
FS 2 Marcus McClinton 61 214 So. 
____21_ Michael Schwindel 62 210 Fr 
CB 32 Trevard Lindley 6-0 175 Fr. 
23 Shomari Moore 5-9 180 So. 
P 44 Tim Masthay 6-2 200 So. 
PR 22 Rafael Little 5-10 198 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 mat Michigan 
Sept.9 at Alabama 
Sept.16 4 Arkansas 
Sept. 23 Tennessee State 
Sept. 30 Temple 

Oct.7 —_ at Mississippi 
Oct.14 at Georgia 

Oct. 21 South Carolina 
Oct.28 at Duke 

Nov.4 Florida 

Nov. 11  @at Kentucky 
Nov.18 Tennessee 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 


COMMODORES 
DATA 


Stadium: Dudley 
Field/Vanderbilt Stadium (grass, 
39,773) 

Site: Nashville 

Coach: Bobby Johnson (11-35, 

4 years; 71-71 overall, 12 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Ted Cain (5th year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Bruce Fowler (5th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: 1982 
2005 record: 5-6, 3-5/T4th 
SEC East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Cassen Jackson-Garrison 
(97 att., 539 yards, 8 TDs) 
Passing: Chris Nickson 

(1-3-0, 13 yards, 0 TD) 
Receiving: Earl Bennett 

(79 rec., 876 yards, 9 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Wake Forest W, 24-20 

at Arkansas W, 28-24 
Mississippi W, 31-23 
Richmond W, 37-13 
Middle Tennessee L, 17-15 

LSU L, 34-6 
Georgia L, 34-17 

at South Carolina L, 35-28 

at Florida L, 49-42 (20T) 
Kentucky L, 48-43 

at Tennessee W, 28-24 


6. VANDERBILT 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Vandy’s coaches think they have 
more weapons than usual, and it will be up to the new quar- 
terback to distribute the ball. However, it's also key that the 
running game improves. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL In the race to replace quarterback 
Jay Cutler, Chris Nickson has a head start on MacKenzi 
Adams, but not by much. Nickson and Adams are more elusive 
than Cutler. Both have plenty of arm strength, and Adams has 
shown more accuracy. Leadership will be a quotient in the 
battle to determine a starter. The running game returns its 
most productive back, Cassen Jackson-Garrison. He has the 
size to run between the tackles and modest explosiveness. 
Plus, he can catch. Fullback Steven Bright is more effective as 
a receiver than blocker. He'll also line up in the slot. Vandy 
had no idea receiver Earl Bennett would be so good, and his 
best is yet to come. Marlon White lacks speed but gets open. 
Alex Washington is a youngster to watch. Tight end won't be a 
featured weapon like it was with Dustin Dunning around; Brad 
Allen never has caught a pass. Bobby Johnson prays that the 
line starters stay injury-free because the replacements figure 
to be redshirt freshmen. The starters look good, especially the 
tackles. Brian Stamper and Chris Williams give Vandy as good 
a set of tackles as it has had in years. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Commodores line up in a 4-3 
scheme and don't do anything unorthodox. They play a lot of 
zone coverage because they lack lockdown cornerbacks. The 
plan: avoid giving up the deep ball and make opponents work 
their way down the field. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Commodores need help. Theo 
Horrocks is the best tackle. He has added bulk and should be 
better prepared for the trench wars. Big Ray Brown occupies a 
lot of space on the other side. Chris Booker is the most likely 
candidate to make plays at end. Rangy David Carter projects 
opposite him. Both are undersized. The next great Vandy line- 
backer is Jonathan Goff, a hard-hitter who patrols the middle. 
He's smart and physical. Kevin Joyce lacks consistency. 
Strong safety Reshard Langford could play anywhere in the 
SEC. Yes, he’s that good. The staff hopes redshirt freshman 
free safety Ryan Hamilton will be the Langford of ‘06. Ben 
Koger has the edge in experience at free safety, but Hamilton 
looks like a winner. Diminutive corner Josh Allen has experi- 
ence, Jared Fagan likely will fill the other slot. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Bryant Hahnfeldt punts, kicks and kicks 
off—he's indispensable. Still, a best-case scenario would be for 
Kyle Keown or true freshman Brett Upson to win the punting 
job so Hahnfeldt can concentrate on kicking. The return game 
needs a spark, which means big plays will be the exception. 

COACHING STAFF Johnson is a no-nonsense guy. If you 
want rah-rah, you're out of luck. It's all about fostering a team 
mentality for a coach who is held in high regard by the 
administration. He has a plan—and he's sticking to it. 
Although Johnson is big on staff loyalty—only two assistants 
have left in his four years in Nashville—he's not standing pat 
and tweaked his staff for this season. 

BOTTOM LINE Questions on defense, at quarterback and in 
the running game mean it's hard to see Vandy matching last 
year’s five wins. —Mike Strange 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl, 
WR 10 Earl Bennett 6-1 205 So. 
____81_ Bryant Anderson 63 195 So. 
i 74 Chris Williams 6-6 320 Jr. 
66 Eric Hensley 6-6 300 Fr. 
LG 78 Josh Eames 6-5 305 Jr. 
73__Ryan Custer 6-4 295 Fr. 
C 53 Hamilton Holliday 6-4 295 Jr. 
60 Bradley Vierling 6-4 290 Fr. 
RG 64 Merritt Kirchoffer 65 315 Jr. 
___65 _ Mac Pyle 6-4 320 Sr. 
RT 72 Brian Stamper 6-5 305 Sr. 
__ 55 Elliot Hood 65 300 Jr. 
TE 83 Brad Allen 6-4 240 So. 
86 Thomas Welch 66 255 Fr. 
WR 82 Marlon White 6-4 205 Sr. 
88 George Smith 63 195 So. 
0B 3 © Chris Nickson 61 210 So. 
9 MacKenzi Adams 6-2 205 Fr. 
TB 22 Cassen Jackson-Garrison 6-1 225 Jr. 
31__ Jared Hawkins 5-10. 190 Fr. 
FB 17 Steven Bright 6-3 240 Sr. 
Ni__ Darnell Martemus S235 Jt 
K 8 Bryant Hahnfeldt 5-11 185 So. 
KR 10 Earl Bennett 6-1 205 So, 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
— 43 David Carter 64 260 Jr. 
96 Steven Stone 6-5 255 Fr. 

T 54 Theo Horrocks 63 290 Jr. 
92 Brandon Holmes 6-3 280 So. 

T 94 Ray Brown 63 305 Sr. 
56 Gabe Hall 61 300 Jr. 
E 46 Chris Booker 6-4 260 Sr. 
_ 48 Curtis Gatewood 6-3 230 Jr. 
WLB 40 Kevin Joyce 6-3 225 Sr. 
51 Quavian Lewis 6-4 222 Fr. 
MLB 47 Jonathan Goff 6-4 240 Jr. 
15 Chris Johnson 6-1 222 Fr. 
SLB 24 Marcus Buggs 5 230. Jr. 
35 Brandon Bryant 6-0 235 Fr 

CB 20 Jared Fagan 5-9 180 So. 
29 Joel Caldwell 61 185 Fr. 
SS 33  Reshard Langford 6-2 215 So. 
23 Funtaine Hunter 6-3 215 Sr. 
FS 2 — Ryan Hamilton 61 205 Fr. 
: 25 Ben Koger 61 195 Sr. 
CB 14 Josh Allen 5-9 182 So. 
6 __Darlron Spead 5-10 185 Fr. 

P 19 Kyle Keown 6-0 190 Jr. 
PR 10 Earl Bennett 6-1 205 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


— a , \ 3 Vv \ 


It’s about quality, not quantity.” + Visit crownroyal.com = 


d CROWN ROYAL®/MPORTED IN THE BOTTLE*BLENDED CANADIAN WHISKY ©40% ALCOHOL BY VOLUME (80 PROOF)*©2006 THE CROWN ROYAL COMPANY, NORWALK, CT 


= 3 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 2 Washington State 
Sept.9 at Mississippi State 
Sept.16 @LSU 
Sept. 23 Buffalo 
Sept. 28 at South Carolina* 
Oct. 7 Arkansas 
Oct. 14 Florida 
Oct. 21 Tulane 
Oct. 28 at Mississippi 
Nov.4 Arkansas State 
Nov. 11 Georgia 
Nov.18 A at Alabama 
*Thursday 

Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


TIGERS DATA 
Stadium: Jordan-Hare (grass, 
87,451) 

Site: Auburn, Ala. 

Coach: Tommy Tuberville 
(60-27, 7 years; 85-47 overall, 
Il years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Al Borges (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Will Muschamp (Ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Modified 
West Coast 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 
Last year not in a bowl: 1999 
2005 record: 9-3, 7-1/Tist 
SEC West 


2005 RESULTS 
Georgia Tech L, 23-14 
Mississippi State W, 28-0. 
Ball State W, 63-3 
Western Kentucky W, 37-14 
South Carolina W, 48-7 

at Arkansas W, 34-17 

at LSU L, 20-17 (OT) 
Mississippi W, 27-3 

at Kentucky W, 49-27 

at Georgia W, 31-30 
Alabama W, 28-18 
Wisconsin* L, 24-10 
*Capital One Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: WR Devin Aromashodu, 
T Marcus McNeill, WR Anthony 
Mix, WR Ben Obomanu, T Troy 
Redick, TE Cooper Wallace 
Defense: T Wayne Dickens, 

NG T.J. Jackson, E Stanley 
McClover, LB Antarrious Williams, 
LB Travis Williams 
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WEST DIVISION 


|. AUBURN 


OFFENSIVE 
PHILOSOPHY The 
Tigers use an 
|-formation and 
like to pass off 
play-action. It's as 
simple as that. 
They're successful 
because coordina- 
tor Al Borges is 
creative when he 
calls plays and can 
find mismatches. 

SKILL POSITIONS 
This time last year, 
tailback Kenny 
lrons was a transfer 
battling for a start- 
ing position. Now, 
he's a Heisman 
Trophy candidate. 
Irons runs hard 
and with speed 
and a fiery atti- 
tude. Tre Smith 
and Carl Stewart 
are capable back- 
ups. It took a few 
games last year, 
but Brandon Cox 
eventually became 
the efficient, accu- 
rate quarterback 
Borges thought he 
could be. If Cox can take the next 
step, he could become a Heisman 
candidate. Borges wants Cox to 
develop the ability to roll and 
throw with accuracy on the run. 
Cox lacks great mobility, so he 
won't be able to force defenses to 
play the run. A nagging high ankle 
sprain limited wideout Courtney 
Taylor last season. When healthy, 
the speedy, physical Taylor is as 
dangerous as any receiver in the 
nation. If there was one issue with 
the offense last year, it was a lack 
of big plays in the passing game. 
By the end of the season, teams 
were sitting on short routes and 
disrupting the passing game. Even 
with a healthy Taylor, the Tigers 
must find more options. The staff 
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is waiting for burner Prechae 
Rodriguez to emerge. Montez 
Billings and Robert Dunn will get 
an opportunity to win a spot in 
the rotation. Speed won't be a 
problem; consistency and physical 
play will. Tight end Cole Bennett 
is more of a blocker. Incoming 
freshman Michael Goggans could 
work his way into the lineup. 
OFFENSIVE LINE Success the 
past two seasons began with the 
line, which was dominant. The 
unit dictates what Auburn wants 
to do, from establishing the run to 
protection in the passing game. 
The team must replace the tack- 
les, but the middle returns. Guards 
Ben Grubbs and Tim Duckworth 
are fantastic run blockers. Center 


Hayle 


Joe Cope doesn't have great size, 
but he's tough and uses his lower- 
body strength and balance to 
move bigger, stronger defensive 
linemen. The staff is excited about 
left tackle King Dunlap. He has 
huge upside. Leon Hart, who has 
played every position on the line 
over the past two years, will play 
right tackle. Both are more athlet- 
ic than last year’s starters, Troy 
Reddick and Marcus McNeill. 
DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Think 
about LSU's dominating defenses 
in 2003-04—that's what Auburn's 
unit will look like. First-year coor- 
dinator Will Muschamp, the archi- 
tect of those defenses, wants to 
install the same aggressive 
scheme, which will be closer to 
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An SEC coach says ... 


biggest question in a second- 


ary that should be strong. 
RETURNING LEADERS Montavis Pitts has the poten- 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. tial to be one of the best 
Basi Feons eit - cover corners in the league, 
own - and cornerback David Irons— DEPTH CHART 
Cart Stewart a 3 6 Kenny Irons’ brother—and 
PASSING Comp. Att. Pct. Yds , 1D Pitts are physical, active cor- Pos, No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
. . . 3 ners who can match up with WR 15 Prechae Rodriguez 64 200 Jr. 
Brandon Cox 17 = 306578 2,324 15 P 
RECEIVING Rees = Vdee WAG taller receivers and run with paar Lee Guess SOS 
: 2 9. : : UT 77 King Dunlap 68 313 Jr. 
Courtney Taylor 12.6 faster receivers. But Pitts 78 Oscar Gonzalez 67 294 Fr 
Prechae Rodriguez 18.5 must try to win a starting job LG 69 Ben Grubbs 63 301 Sr. 
Kenny Irons 7 in the fall because the staff _Ti__Tyronne Green 62 317 So. 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS No. Yds. Avg. was disappointed with his C 50 Joe Cope 6-0 276 Sr. 
Tre Smith 2% 8620378 attitude and effort during the — eee EE 
KICKING XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 3 : RG 76 Tim Duckworth 6-4 310 Sr. 
shi a Cs beans onan spring. Steve Gandy and Eric 65. Nathan Farrow 63 301 So. 
io Brock will compete for the RT 72 Leon Hart 6-4 300 Jr 
TACKLES Solo Assists Total TFL/Yds. Paar, 
Wil Herring 2/3 strong safety spot after shar- ___ 70 _ Antwoin Daniels 6-5 286 So. 
vannvane 4g 25/7 ing the position last season. TE 87 Cole Bennett 6-4 261 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Other than =—->__Yornny Trott Soa Ee 
Jonathan Wilhite 41 0/0 : WR 86 Courtney Taylor 62 202 Sr. 
Sacks: Quentin Groves (6) the LSU debacles, kicker John ____84 Montez Billings 62 180 Fr. 
Interceptions: Tony Bell, Eric Brock, Karibi Dede, Steve Gandy, Zach Vaughn has been dependable QB 12 Brandon Cox 6-2 201 Jr. 
Gilbert, Montavis Pitts, Wilhite (1) and reliable and forms a ____16 __ Blake Field 62 196 So. 
strong duo with punter Kody TB 23 Kenny Irons 5-11 200 Sr. 
: . _28 Brad Lester 5-11 184 So. 
Bliss, an All-SEC selection FB 45. Mike McLaughlin 61 236 So. 
, ; last season. Smith has been a 47 Andrew Turman 6-0 228 Jr 
what Auburn ran under Gene backer. His schemes can't be liabh Fah d Pears lee Vana ae 
Chizik in ‘04 than what David thrown on young or inexperi- oie a a i “4 4 KR 28 eee is 184 e 
Gibbs did last season. enced players. That's why Will gerolus—retumn man, and Bra : 
FRONT SEVEN As good as Herring, Auburns star free Lester emerged last year asa REM 22... eK) 
the offensive line was the safety, added bulk and moved Dues’ on ie TeBACS: Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
past two years, the defensive to linebacker. He played close COACHING STAFF LE 48 Marquies Gunn 6-4 254 Sr. 
front was as good or better. to the line much of last sea- Tuberville used to be known ___41__ Octavius Balkcom 6-4 247 So. 
Auburn relies on speed, not son, anyway, so it won't be as the "Riverboat Gambler.” oe «deen Teomesea ee so 
bulk. Ends Marquies G d Fiche stretch fon igi Now, he’s seen as a conserva- ___99_Tez Doolittle 63 298 _Jr. 
UIk. Ends Marquies Gunn an much or astretcn tor him to tive CEO ho reli T 92. Christopher Browder 6-4 260 Sr. 
Quentin Groves are mirror make the switch. Karibi Dede Ive CEU, a guy ‘ai 0 re Ul 94 Sen'Derrick Marks 61 287 Fr 
images. Each has a tremen- and Merrill Johnson are talented, energetic coordina- RE 54 Quentin Groves 63 250 Jr. 
dous burst off the edge and is undersized starters, but they tors to run the show. He's ____46 _ Antonio Coleman 62 249 Fr. 
tough to block in man situa- are quick and athletic. Still, if actually a little of both. siB * pli a ay = 
tions. The interior will be the front four doesn't get a Borges was a terrific hire two ine = 
: : MLB 21 Karibi Dede 6-0 216 Sr. 
revamped and could include push and keep offensive line- years ago, when Tuberville 59 Chris Evans 6-0 217 So. 
super recruit Greg Smith, men off the linebackers, this was forced to make changes WLB 55 Merrill Johnson 6-0 199 So, 
though Christopher Browder will become a problem area. on his staff after nearly losing _10__ Tray Blackmon 6-0 210 Fr 
and Josh Thompson are the Don't be surprised if Kevin his job. Muschamp’s a : pri PT rg 
likely starters. Good play from Sears, the only linebacker on aggressive style should S539 Eric Brock Oz de 
the backups is important the two-deep with consider- improve the unit. 26 Steve Gandy 6-1 198 So. 
because Tommy Tuberville able size, ends up starting. BOTTOM LINE Auburn has FS 9 Tristan Davis 510 204 So. 
likes to rotate as many as SECONDARY Herring's won 22 of its last 25 games 14 __Lorenzo Ferguson 6-2 208 So. 
four tackles. One of the first move leaves a hole, but the (16 of its last 17 SEC tilts). CB) 24 Jonathan Wilhite Sl 182 Jr. 
. F r ats : a : ‘ ; 19 Montavis Pitts 61 195) Sr. 
things Muschamp noticed staff believes it will be filled The wins will continue to pile P30 Kody Bliss S10 177 Sr 
when he accepted the job was nicely by Tristan Davis—the up for one of the nation’s PR 3. Robert Dunn 60 7 So. 
a lack of experience at line- team's best athlete. That's the hottest teams. —Matt Hayes Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 _La.-Lafayette 
Sept.9 Arizona 
Sept.16 mat Auburn 
Sept. 23 Tulane 

Sept. 30 Mississippi State 
Oct. 7 at Florida 
Oct.14 Kentucky 

Oct. 21 Fresno State 
Nov.4 A at Tennessee 
Nov. 11 @ Alabama 

Nov. 18 — Mississippi 

Nov. 24 at Arkansas* 
*Friday at Little Rock, Ark. 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
« Best chance to be upset 


TIGERS DATA 
Stadium: Tiger (grass, 91,600) 
Site: Baton Rouge, La. 

Coach: Les Miles (11-2, 1 year; 
39-23 overall, 5 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Jimbo Fisher (7th year) 


Defensive coordinator: 

Bo Pelini (2nd year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2003 
Last year not in a bowl: 1999 
2005 record: 11-2, 7-1/Tist 
SEC West 


2005 RESULTS 
at Arizona State W, 35-31 
Tennessee L, 30-27 (0T) 
at Mississippi State W, 37-7 

at Vanderbilt W, 34-6 
Florida W, 21-17 
Auburn W, 20-17 (OT) 
North Texas W, 56-3 
Appalachian State W, 24-0 

at Alabama W, 16-13 (OT) 
at Mississippi W, 40-7 
Arkansas W, 19-17 
Georgia* L, 34-14 
Miami* W, 40-3 

*SEC Championship *Peach Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: RB Joseph Addai, 

RB Shyrone Carey, WR Skyler 
Green, G Nate Livings, C Rudy 
Niswanger, T Andrew Whitworth 
Defense: LB Kenneth Hollis, 

E Melvin Oliver, CB Ronnie Prude, 
LB Cameron Vaughn, T Kyle 
Williams, T Claude Wroten 
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2. LSU 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY A 
healthier, more vibrant running 
game is essential to opening up 
the deep ball, an underutilized 
weapon given the program's 
wealth of talent at receiver. 

SKILL POSITIONS LSU is loaded 
at quarterback. JaMarcus Russell, 
who's recovering from a midseason 
injury to his right (throwing) wrist 
and a late-season injury to his left 
shoulder, proved his mettle by 
directing four late-game victories. 
Matt Flynn showed in the Peach 
Bowl he's capable if Russell is hurt 
or falters. Redshirt freshman Ryan 
Perrilloux finally will see the field. 
The tailback position, once well- 
stocked, was thin in the spring. 
Alley Broussard, LSU's leading 
rusher in 2004, missed last sea- 
son because of a torn ACL. Justin 
Vincent tore an ACL on a special 
teams play in the Peach Bowl. A 
promising backup, redshirt fresh- 
man R.J. Jackson, tore up a knee 
late in the spring. Celebrated 
incoming freshman Keiland 
Williams will get a long look if the 
veterans aren't ready. Wideout 
Dwayne Bowe promises more big 
plays because he'll have LASIK 
surgery this summer. Craig 
“Buster” Davis has the best hands. 
Early Doucet could be more dan- 
gerous than either but lacks con- 
sistency. Xavier Carter, a world- 
class 200-meter man, is an unpol- 
ished X-factor. Brandon LaFell is a 
redshirt freshman with size and 
speed. Incoming freshman Trindon 
Holliday, a small and shifty burn- 
er, will give defenses fits. LSU 
seems unwilling or unable to make 
the tight end an aspect of its 
passing game. Keith Zinger is the 
best option there. 

OFFENSIVE LINE This unit's abil- 
ity to retool and the backfield’s 
health are conjoined variables 
that either will create a more 
effective running game or make 
LSU too reliant upon the pass. 
Three key guys are gone. Back are 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


Brian Johnson, moved from right 
tackle to right guard, left guard 


Will Arnold and a handful of some- 


what interchangeable parts on a 
line that rotates players to build 
depth. Peter Dyakowski gets the 
first look at right tackle. Although 
Arnold overcame illness and 
injuries to reclaim the starting 
job, massive Herman Johnson will 
get plenty of snaps. Ryan Miller 
was set to take over at center, but 


a history of injuries meant former 
guard Brett Helms moved to the 
position in the spring. Miller and 
Helms were regulars in the lineup 
when not hurt, and their health is 
critical for a line that breaks in 
redshirt freshman Ciron Black at 
left tackle. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Bo Pelini likes to find 
an offense’s weakness and exploit 
and apply pressure there. He also 


RUSHING 
Justin Vincent 
Jacob Hester 
PASSING 
JaMarcus Russell 188 
Matt Flynn 27 
RECEIVING 

Dwayne Bowe 

Craig Davis 

Early Doucet 

KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Shawn Jordan 

KICKING 

Colt David 

Chris Jackson 

TACKLES 

Ali Highsmith 

LaRon Landry 

Chevis Jackson 

Craig Steltz 

Sacks: Highsmith (4) 
Interceptions: Landry (3) 


likes to force turnovers, say- 
ing the defense is on the field 
to get the ball back. 

FRONT SEVEN Pelini likes 
to do a lot of things up front 
but has much to replace. 
Versatile tackle Glenn Dorsey 
is the heart and soul of this 
line. Marlon Favorite ended 
the spring as the other tackle, 
but a healthy Charles 
Alexander will fight for the 
job. Both have strength and 
quickness. The same can be 
said about ends Tyson 
Jackson and Ricky Jean- 
Francois. Jean-Francois is 
powerful enough to play 
inside, too, and LSU will make 
room for promising freshmen 
Charles Deas and Al Woods, 
both of whom will play a lot 
at tackle. Right end Chase 
Pittman, the lone returning 
starter, could blind-side his 
share of quarterbacks. Ali 


Comp. 


Assists 


Att. Yds. Avg. 
121 40 
25 14 


Att. Pct. Yds. TD 


360.5 «(2,443 15 
48 562 457 7 
Rec. Yds. Avg. 
41 710 
35 559 16.0 
26 


Avg. 
1.0 


XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 
45 


4 0~O« 5 
0 10 30 
Total TFL/Yds. 


Highsmith is the only start- 
ing linebacker who's back. 
He's bigger and stronger but 
not at the expense of speed. 
Luke Sanders is expected to 
play in the middle and Darry 
Beckwith on the strong side. 
If Sanders isn't over a spring 
knee injury, Beckwith will 
move into the middle, 
Highsmith to the strong side 
and true freshman Jacob 
Cutrera will start on the weak 
side. Cutrera, one of two 
December high school gradu- 
ates who joined LSU for 
spring practice, will play a lot 
regardless. Jason Spadoni, 
who started the 2005 opener 
before Highsmith took over, is 
fifth in the rotation. 
SECONDARY Free safety 
LaRon Landry spent the 
spring nursing a tender ankle. 
Strong safety Jessie Daniels 
also did not participate in 


contact drills in the spring 
after injuries to a shoulder 
and ankle in the spring. Their 
jobs are safe and critical to 
LSU's success. Landry is a 
heat-seeking missile on the 
straight blitz and a back- 
breaker on the delayed blitz. 
Daniels has improved his 
ability to read defenses. 
Cornerbacks Chevis Jackson 
and Jonathan Zenon com- 
plete a secondary that is the 
defense's strong suit. Jackson 
is the veteran, but Zenon 
covered an outside receiver 
when LSU was in the nickel 
package and has experience 
being on an island. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Holliday 
should own the punt return 
job for four years if he's 
durable. He'll electrify fans. 
There are many superb kickoff 
return options, headed by 
Carter. Chris Jackson again 
will punt and kick, with Colt 
David on extra points and 
Ryan Gaudet on standby. 

COACHING STAFF In the 
aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina, Les Miles is under 
the microscope to see what 
he can do in normal circum- 
stances with the team's top- 
drawer talent. Offensive coor- 
dinator Jimbo Fisher would 
love to throw often; Miles, a 
former offensive lineman, 
likes to run. Learning to com- 
plement each other more 
effectively and efficiently is 
Job 1 for them. The intense 
Pelini become a fan favorite 
by season's end. 

BOTTOM LINE Health, an 
ability to win big games on 
the road and retooled lines 
are what could make the dif- 
ference between being in the 
national title conversation or 
hearing it. —Carl Dubois 


An SEC coach says ... 


Returning starters in bold “True freshman 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 3 Craig Davis 62 199 Sr. 
9 _ Early Doucet 6-0 206 Jr. 
Wf 70 Ciron Black 64 318 Fr. 
77 Peter Dyakowski 6-5 294 Sr. 
LG 73 Will Arnold 6-4 322 Jr. 
79 Herman Johnson _ EEE RE 
C 74 Brett Helms 62 290 So 
63_RyanMiller 6302S. 
RG 75 Brian Johnson 6-4 297 Sr. 
85 DougPlanchard = 63 281 Sr. 
RT 77 Peter Dyakowski 6-5 294 Sr. 
78 Paris Hodges 65 315 Sr. 
TE 89 Keith Zinger 6-4 259 Sr. 
81 Mit Cole 6-4 260 So 
WR 80 Dwayne Bowe 63 217 Sr. 
1 Brandon LaFell 63 181 Fr. 
0B 4 JaMarcus Russell 6-6 252 Jr. 
15 Matt Flynn 63 228 Jr. 
RB 22 Alley Broussard 60 237 Jr. 
25 _ Justin Vincent 510 219 Sr. 
FB 18 Jacob Hester 60 232 Jr. 
~ 40 Shawn Jordan 5-1 236 Jr. 
K 41° Chris Jackson 5-1 174 Sr. 
KR 27 Curtis Taylor 63 199 So 
R= _Ae se 
Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Ch 
LE 93 Tyson Jackson 65 281 So 
90 Ricky Jean-Francois 63 266 Fr. 
tT 99 Marlon Favorite 61 29 So 
__.91_ Charles Alexander 63285. So 
RT 72 Glenn Dorsey 62 284 Jr. 
_____ Charles Deas* 6-4 315 Fr 
RE 94 Chase Pittman 6-4 265 Sr. 
52__ Ryan Willis 63 270 Sr. 
SLB 48 Darry Beckwith 6-1 229 So. 
7 AliHighsmith ss 1226 Jr. 
MLB 35 Luke Sanders 6-4 229 Jr. 
54 Jacob Cutrera* 6-4 225 Fr. 
WLB 7 = Ali Highsmith 6-1 226 Jr. 
___ 33 _ Jason Spadoni 6-0 221 Sr. 
LCB 19 Jonathan Zenon 60 179 Jr. 
____37_Daniel Francis _ 5-1 183 Sr. 
SS 31 Jessie Daniels 5-11 203 Sr. 
16 Craig Steltz 6-2 203 Jr. 
FS 30 LaRon Landry 6-2 204 Sr. 
27 _ Curtis Taylor 63 199 So. 
RCB 21. Chevis Jackson 6-0 189 Jr. 
37__ Daniel Francis 5-1 183 Sr. 
41 Chris Jackson 5-1 174 Sr. 
PR 8 __ Trindon Holliday* my) 
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“SEC 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 


Sept.2 Hawaii 

Sept.9 Vanderbilt 
Sept.16 La.-Monroe 
Sept. 23 A at Arkansas 
Sept. 30 mat Florida 

Oct. 7 Duke 

Oct.14 Mississippi 

Oct. 21 at Tennessee 
Oct.28 Fla. International 
Nov.4 Mississippi State 
Nov. 11 at LSU 

Nov.18  @ Auburn 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


CRIMSON TIDE 
DATA 

Stadium: Bryant-Denny (grass, 
92,138) 

Site: Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

Coach: Mike Shula (20-17, 3 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Dave Rader (4th year, 7th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Joe Kines (4th year, 6th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1999 
Last year not in a bowl: 2003 
2005 record: 10-2, 6-2/3rd 

SEC West 


2005 RESULTS 
Middle Tennessee W, 26-7 
Southern Miss W, 30-21 

at South Carolina W, 37-14 
Arkansas W, 24-13 
Florida W, 31-3 

at Mississippi W, 13-10 
Tennessee W, 6-3 

Utah State W, 35-3 

at Mississippi State W, 17-0 

LSU L, 16-13 (OT) 
at Auburn L, 28-18 
Texas Tech* W, 13-10 
*Cotton Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: C JB Closner; QB Brodie 
Croyle, G Mark Sanders 

Defense: E Mark Anderson, 

S Roman Harper, CB Anthony 
Madison, S Charlie Peprah, 

LB Freddie Roach, LB DeMeco 
Ryans, P Jeremy Schatz 
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OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Mike 
Shula uses a complex scheme with 
multiple formations that he 
brought with him from the Miami 
Dolphins. He isn't afraid to go 
deep into the playbook, but the 
Tide will lean on an impressive 
collection of running backs while a 
new quarterback gets up to speed. 

SKILL POSITIONS Don't expect a 
decision to be made on the 
replacement for quarterback 
Brodie Croyle until August. Why? 
Neither John Parker Wilson nor 
Marc Guillon stood out in the 
spring as the heir to Croyle. But 
Wilson figures to be the man. He's 
mobile, has a good arm, is accu- 
rate and has touch. But his deci- 
sion-making must be refined. 
There are no questions at running 
back. In fact, this might be the 
SEC's best collection of runners. 
Kenneth Darby is the jewel. He's a 
compact runner who excels 
between the tackles and also is a 


threat to go the distance. Darby is 
great, but the staff must find time 
for Jimmy Johns, who is big, tall 
and powerful but raw. This gifted 
group also includes redshirt fresh- 
man Roy Upchurch, who shined in 
the spring. More good news: 
Le'Ron McClain and Tim Castille 
are a formidable fullback duo. 
Receiver Tyrone Prothro holds the 
key for the most unknown aspect 
of the offense. Will the diminutive 
speedster be his old breath-taking 
self after coming back from a bro- 
ken leg last year? Stay tuned. At 
the least, coaches can count on 
Keith Brown and DJ Hall. Brown is 
Mr. Deep Threat, and Hall is Mr. 
Possession. Matt Caddell also is in 
the mix. He has good hands, is 
fast and runs solid routes. Tight 
ends Travis McCall and Nick 
Walker could provide relief. Walker 
is the better receiver, and McCall 
is the superior blocker. 

OFFENSIVE LINE One thing is 


certain: Antoine Caldwell is a 
stud. He played left guard last 
season but will slide to center. 
Guards Marlon Davis and B.J. 
Stabler move well and are smart, 
but neither looks ticketed for an 
All-SEC career. Justin Britt is a 
wild card who has worked out on 
both lines. Wherever he lands, 
he'll be a player. Evan Cardwell is 
another interior player to watch. 
Right tackle Kyle Tatum is an 
experienced hand but has been 
inconsistent. If his pass blocking 
continues to improve, he could be 
one of the SEC's best. Touted 
incoming freshman Andre Smith 
could emerge at left tackle ahead 
of Chris Capps. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This 
uncomplicated scheme begins 
with aggressiveness. A crucial ele- 
ment is man coverage, which frees 
linebackers for blitzes. The Tide has 
been known to use multiple fronts 
with each lineman responsible for 


An SEC coach says... 


though his aggressiveness 
can be a plus, it also can be a 
bust. If the corners struggle 


RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. to cover, it will limit how 
Kenneth Darby 239 2de 52 aggressive the safeties can be 
Jimmy Johns 3820253 in run support, and that DEPTH CHART 
ae ~ “ ~ would significantly change ESE See 
mate : the complexion of the NouName Ht We Cl. 
PASSE Sons ANS: PCr NGS ae ee defense. The safeties could A 81 Keith Brown 63 192 Jr 
John Parker Wilson 7 Tl =63.6 SBir2 use all the help they can get i Matt Caddell = 0181 dr, 
sac ysl oll after the departures of three- Lt) 72 - Chris Capps 66 286 Jr 
DJ Hall 676 TAA 78 Mike Johnson 6-6 285 Fr. 
Keith Brown 642 189 year starters Roman Harper 1676 Marlon Davis 64315 So. 
Kenneth Darby B26 and Charlie Peprah. The staff 73__ Justin Moon 65290 Jr 
Le'Ron McClain 4078 has confidence in new free 59 Antoine Caldwell 63 296 So. 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS Yds. Avg. safety Jeffrey Dukes. But is he 70 Evan Cardwell 63 290 Fr. 
Tyrone Prothro 355 15.2 physical enough? Marcus not By Steeler ea es 
KICKING XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. Carter is a leading candidate ____T1__ Scott Deaton eR ech 
‘ RT 58 Kyle Tatum 6-8 290 Sr. 
Jamie Christensen 266 See to be the strong safety, a 79 Drew Davis 66 290 Fr. 
TACKLES Solo Assists Total TFL/Yds. position that has the staff TE 83 TravisMcCall 6-2 250 So. 
Juwan Simpson 33 64 6/23 worried. 88 _ Nick Walker 65 245 So, 
Wallace Gilberry 16 2i 37 10/43 SPECIAL TEAMS Jamie WR 22 DJHall 6-3 190 Jr 
Ramzee Robinson 24 8 32 vA Christensen is a clutch kicker L_9__ Nikita Stover___6-1_200__So,_ 
Sacks: Bobby Greenwood (3) who has decent range. Still, s i - eee em e ah = 
Interceptions: Simeon Castille, Robinson, Simpson (2) he missed nine attempts last as Spon cae ae “ 
season. It's anyone's guess as 28 _ Roy Upchurch 6-0 193 Fr. 
to how redshirt freshman FB 33 _Le'Ron McClain 6-1 256 Sr. 
controlling a gap. feels good about Terrence punter P.J. Fitzgerald will per- A set a 
FRONT SEVEN This could Jones. He was Ryans’ backup form. He has showed a decent ie be pean ics pe re . 
be the strength of the on the strong side and now is leg in workouts. Prothro’s : 
defense, but youngsters need ready to shine. Replacing uncertain status means the ieee SS eae) 
to emerge for what largely is Roach in the middle is more _ return game might lack Pos, No, Name Ht. Wt Cl. 
a blue-collar unit. Wallace problematic. Matt Collins and punch. Options include LE 92 Wallace Gilberry 6-3 254 Jr. 
Gilberry, Bobby Greenwood Prince Hall could end up Castille, Hall and Caddell, _91_ ChrisHarris 65244 Sr 
and Keith Saunders will be a rotating at the position. The COACHING STAFF Shula is pig 99) Jeremy Clark SSA TS. 
three-headed monster at end. best way to describe return- calm, cool and collected—and a 5 a a = = Bs 
Gilberry, a nonstop pass rush- ing weakside linebacker he isn't going anywhere for a 67 J.P. Adams 63 288 Sr 
er and general pain in the Juwan Simpson? He's a foot- program that has had four RE 94 Keith Saunders 63 246 Jr. 
butt to offenses, is the best of ball player. He also needs to coaches in the past 10 years. 93 Bobby Greenwood _— 66 245 So. 
the trio. Jeremy Clark and be a leader for a developing He has surrounded himself WLB 42° Juwan Simpson 63) 22S. 
Dominic Lee are 300-pound unit. If Simpson needs a blow, with sage minds. Smart move tee iar i es = 
anchors inside. The quiet Demarcus Waldrop is capable for a guy who's entering just 21 Prince Hall 6-0 240. Fr 
Clark provides an uncommon of holding the line. his fourth year on the job. SB 55 Terrence Jones. 61 220 Sr. 
push for an interior player. SECONDARY There's lots of Kines is a warhorse who's 46 Zach Schreiber 6-2 220 Fr 
Shula is concerned about work to do with three starters loved by the players. Though LCB 1 — Ramzee Robinson 5-10 190 Sr. 
depth. That's the cue for guys gone. The unit will be built Shula calls plays, coordinator ar Chats Rogers cal nal! 
such as J.P. Adams, Lorenzo around returning left corner- Dave Rader helps shape the 5 i. path ‘ * s 
Washington and Brandon back Ramzee Robinson. He's a offense with ideas. ice 20 vMartus Carter 00 I 
Fanney to make a move. battle-tested guy who has BOTTOM LINE If a quarter- 49 _ Rashad Johnson 5-178 So. 
There are big holes at line- fought through injury. Simeon back emerges and the RCB 2 Simeon Castille 61 188 Jr. 
backer after the departures of Castille seems secure oppo- defense jells, a New Year's 36 _ Eric Gray S188 Jr 
DeMeco Ryans and Freddie site Robinson. Castille has Day bow! is possible—but not .s A pam clt a i Be 


Roach. Coordinator Joe Kines 


size but lacks strength. And 


an SEC title. —Tom Dienhart 


Returning starters In bold *True freshman 


Date 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 


Opponent 
wUSC 

Utah State 

at Vanderbilt 

A Alabama 

at Auburn 

SE Missouri State 
@ Mississippi 
La.-Monroe* 

at South Carolina 
Tennessee 

Nov. 18 — at Mississippi State 
Nov. 24 LSU** 

*at Little Rock “Friday 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


RAZORBACKS 
DATA 

Stadiums: Donald W. Reynolds 
Razorback (grass, 72,000) and 
War Memorial (artificial, 53,715) 
Site: Fayetteville, Ark., and Little 
Rock 

Coach: Houston Nutt (57-40, 

8 years; 93-62 overall, 13 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Gus Malzahn (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Reggie Herring (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1989 (SWC) 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2005 record: 4-7, 2-6/4th 

SEC West 


Rushing: Darren McFadden 
(176 att., 1,113 yards, 11 TDs) 
Passing: Robert Johnson 
(89-158-6, 876 yards, 5 TDs) 
Receiving: Marcus Monk 
(35 rec., 476 yards, 7 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Missouri State W, 49-17 
Vanderbilt L, 28-24 
at USC L, 70-17 
at Alabama L, 24-13 
La.-Monroe W, 44-15 
Auburn L, 34-17 
at Georgia L, 23-20 
South Carolina L, 14-10 
at Mississippi W, 28-17 
Mississippi State W, 44-10 
at LSU L, 19-17 
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4, ARKANSAS 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Hogs want to maintain their 
physical personality with a consistent running game. Play- 
action passes will continue to be a big part of the attack. And 
Arkansas will strive to be more versatile, including three- and 
four-receiver sets and a no-huddle package. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL True freshman quarterback Mitch 
Mustain is the future of the program but will have to compete 
with Casey Dick and Robert Johnson. Still, this figures to be 
Mustain's team sooner rather than later. He'll have a good 
grasp of the offense because new coordinator Gus Malzahn 
was Mustain’s coach at nearby Springdale (Ark.) High. Darren 
McFadden and Felix Jones form one of the SEC’s best rushing 
duo. McFadden is a major talent whose power and speed make 
him a threat to score any time he touches the ball. Fullback 
Peyton Hillis is a bruising runner and blocker who can catch. 
Receiver Marcus Monk has good hands, size and strength. 
Cedric Washington is solid but needs to be more consistent 
catching the ball. There's depth at tight end, where Wes 
Murphy is the best blocker and Mason Templeton is a reliable 
receiver. The line includes eight players who have started at 
least one game. Run-blocking has been a strength for what 
annually is one of the SEC's top rushing teams, That will con- 
tinue. But a key to success will be the line's ability to adapt to _ 
new pass protection schemes. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is a 4-3 set in which speed is 
a priority over size. The front seven attacks, while coverages 
vary. Arkansas is unique in the fact it uses a no-huddle 
scheme where the players get the signal from the sideline. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Tackle Keith Jackson isn't physical- 
ly dominating but is a consistent performer. Fellow 300-pound 
tackle Marcus Harrison might be the most talented lineman. 
End Jamaal Anderson has big-play ability. The linebackers 
are experienced playmakers, but a lack of depth is scary. 

Sam Olajubutu is short but has plenty of speed, quickness, 
strength and instincts. Freddie Fairchild has speed and the 
ability to make big plays. The Razorbacks have enough talent 
and depth at cornerback to allow Michael Grant to switch to 
free safety. Strong safety Randy Kelly is a big hitter who has 
improved his coverage skills. Corner Chris Houston excels in 
coverage, and corner Matterral Richardson is physical and a 
sure tackler. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Jones and McFadden are a formidable kick- 
off return duo. A punt returner is needed. Punter Jacob 
Skinner has a strong leg and improved his hang time, consis- 
tency and accuracy. Kicker Jeremy Davis has a good leg but 
hasn't attempted a field goal or extra point. 

COACHING STAFF After the Razorbacks endured their worst 
record under Houston Nutt, he reluctantly gave up play- 
calling duties. He surprised some by hiring Malzahn, who has 
no college experience. Nutt also hired Alex Wood, who has 
NFL coaching experience, to be quarterbacks coach. Reggie 
Herring returns for his second year as defensive coordinator. 
The Hogs are comfortable with his schemes and feed off of his 
fiery style. 

BOTTOM LINE Arkansas was close in 2008, losing four SEC 
games by a combined 13 points. Now, the Hogs should be ready 
to win the close ones. An 8-4 record is realistic. Bob Holt 


Pos. No. Name Ht, 


WR 85 Marcus Monk 6-6 227 Jr. 
28 Chris Baker 61 202 Jr. 

Uf 66 Tony Ugoh 6-5 304 Sr. 
78 Jose Valdez 66 3 So, 

1G 74 Stephen Parker 6-4 310 Sr. 
60 Chase Pressley 6-4 308 Sr. 
C 63 Jonathan Luigs 6-4 305 So. 
67 Jeremy Harrell 6-2 300 Sr. 

RG 61 Robert Felton 6-4 319 dr, 
____57_ Mitch Petrus 65 272 So, 
RT 69 Zac Tubbs 66 335 Sr. 
_ 75 NateGarner  ==§—s§,s—sOs6 Ndr. 
TE 89 Wes Murphy 6-3 265 Sr. 
___ 80 Mason Templeton 67 270 Jr. 
WR 10 Cedric Washington 6-0 200 Sr. 
4 Damian Williams* 6-2 188 Fr. 
0B fl Casey Dick 62 2i So 
18 Robert Johnson _ 62 216 Jr. 
RB 5 Darren McFadden 6-2 210 So, 
___25 _ Felix Jones 6-0 202 So. 
FB 22 Peyton Hillis 6-2 233 Jr. 
33 Farod Jackson 6-0 244 Jr. 

K 50 Jeremy Davis 59 195 So 
KR 25 Felix Jones 6-0 202 So, 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
LE 92 Jamaal Anderson 6-6 268 Jr. 
___94 _De’Andre Bryant 66 2 Fr. 
UT 55 Marcus Harrison 63 35 Jr. 
90 Ernest Mitchell 62281 So. 
RT 99 Keith Jackson 6-0 300 Sr. 
_ 98 CordGray 62 272 So 
RE 97  Antwain Robinson 63 250 So 
___91_Anthony Brown 6-6 235 Sr. 
WLB 24 Sam Olajubutu 5-9 229 Sr. 

____WendelDavis® 61210 Fr. 
MLB 23 Desmond Sims 63 226 Sr. 
30 Weston Dacus 62223 J 
SLB 44 Freddie Fairchild 6-2 215 So. 
pain Van Stumon* 63 238 Fr 
LCB 4 = Matterral Richardson 6-0 193 Jr 
19 MichaelCoe 1180S. 
SS 6 Randy Kelly 6-0 194 Sr. 

3 __ Kevin Woods » 510 195 Jr 
FS 8 Michael Grant 5-11 185 Jr. 

15 Rashaad Johnson 6-1 189 Fr. 
RCB 2 = Chris Houston 5-11 178 Jr. 
9 Darius Vinnett 5-9 168 Sr. 
P 14 = Jacob Skinner 6-3 212 Sr. 
PR 25 Felix Jones 6-0 202 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Memphis 

Sept.9 — at Missouri 

Sept. 16 at Kentucky 

Sept. 23 Wake Forest 

Sept. 30 a Georgia 

Oct. 7 Vanderbilt 

Oct.14 at Alabama 

Oct. 21 at Arkansas 
Oct.28 Auburn 

Nov.4 Northwestern State 
Nov.18 matLSU 

Nov. 25 @ Mississippi State 
® Toughest game @ Must win 

A» Best chance to pull an upset 


REBELS DATA 
Stadium: Vaught-Hemingway 
Stadium/Hollingsworth Field 
(artificial, 60,580) 

Site: Oxford, Miss. 

Coach: Ed Orgeron (3-8, 1 year) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Dan Werner (ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Ed Orgeron (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 
Last league title won: 1963 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2005 record: 3-8, 1-7/T5th 

SEC West 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Mico McSwain 
(124 att., 612 yards, 3 TDs) 
Passing: Robert Lane 
(9-22-4, 79 yards, 0 TDs) 
Receiving: Robert Lane 
(17 rec., 213 yards, 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Memphis W, 10-6 
at Vanderbilt L, 31-23 
Wyoming L, 24-14 
at Tennessee L, 27-10 
The Citadel W, 27-7 
Alabama L, 13-10 
Kentucky W, 13-7 
at Auburn L, 27-3 
Arkansas L, 28-17 
LSU L, 40-7 
at Mississippi State L, 35-14 


3. MISSISSIPPI 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY New coordinator Dan Werner will 
use many of the same principles from his scheme at Miami. In 
other words, he wants to run the ball to set up play-action. 
But the Rebels will tweak the offense to fit their personnel. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The offense rests on the shoulders 
of Brent Schaeffer. The former Tennessee quarterback—who 
played junior college ball for a year after leaving the Vols in 
the spring of 2005—was named the starter even though he 
wasn't around for spring drills. Schaeffer has a strong arm and 
can move. But he has to play smart to elevate the rest of the 
offense. The tailback spot is full of potential, headed by 
Indiana transfer BenJarvus Green-Ellis. Mico McSwain is a 
speedy, shifty runner who could be used a variety of ways. 
There's lots of work to do at receiver. Many youngsters could 
help, including Marshay Green and Michael Hicks. Converted 
quarterback Robert Lane could be a gem at tight end. New 
line coach Art Kehoe's energetic-style will make an impact on 
a group that played without passion last year. The line is built 
around star tackle Michael Oher. He and Darryl Harris could 
be one of the SEC’s best duos by the end of the season. The 
middle three, however, is a concern. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Ed Orgeron wants the front four to 
set the tempo. The Rebels played too much zone last year 
because they didn't have the personnel to play aggressively. 
That will change this year because of an influx of talent and 
Orgeron’s desire to get back to playing aggressively. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Although the line is woefully short 
on experience, there's plenty of talent. End Peria Jerry is 
promising. Jeremy Garrett, Hayward Howard and Brandon 
Jenkins give the tackles unit a trio of solid run-stuffers. 
Incoming freshman Jerrell Powe might be special. Patrick 
Willis could be the best linebacker ever to play at Ole Miss. 
He'll lead a unit that has the potential to be very good and 
also includes standout Garry Pack. The secondary is a huge 
concern. There isn't much speed at the corners, and the 
safeties haven't shown consistency in coverage. But Orgeron 
won't retract his mandate to play more aggressively. More 
than anything, there's only so much that can be hidden with 
zone coverage. Eventually, corners who struggle will be 
exposed. Position changes over the summer and incoming 
freshmen could fortify the unit. For now, strong safety 
Jamarca Sanford is the strength of the unit. He’s a hard hitter 
and plays close to the line like a fourth linebacker. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Ole Miss hasn't had a return man who 
scares opponents for years but could have more than one this 
year with Green, Markeith Summers and Allen Walker. True 
freshman kicker Joshua Shene will compete immediately. 
Shene has a strong and accurate leg and will be an upgrade. 
Punter Rob Park must improve his hang time and placement. 

COACHING STAFF Orgeron made moves to bring the group 
more on- and off-field harmony. He added former Miami assis- 
tants Kehoe and Werner to lead the offense. Orgeron says this 
staff will be together for a while. It better be if the Rebels are 
going to take the next step in their development. 

BOTTOM LINE Don't expect the Rebels to compete for 
their first SEC West Division title. The realistic goal is bowl 
eligibility. -Matt Hayes 


Willis 


Pos. No. Name Hts Wt 
SE 2 Burnell Wallace 6-0 175 So. 
81 __Carlos Suggs 65200 J 
(T 74 Michael Oher 6-6 330 So. 
78 David Traxler 6-6 292 So, 
LG. 73 Andrew Wicker 6-5 290 Sr. 
_T1_ Reid Neely 6-6 295 Fr 
C 60 Thomas Eckers 62 290 Jr. 
SI Corey Actis S295” 
RG 79 Maurice Miller 63 320 So, 
___52__James McCoy 63 312 Sr 
RT 50 Darryl Harris 6-3 285 Jr. 
76 Marcus Cohen 6-5 290 Jr. 
TE 15 Robert Lane 63° .225) 4, 
85 Robert Hough 6-4 220 Jr. 
FL 21 Marshay Green* 5-10 170 Fr. 
___31_ Michael Hicks 63 215 Fr. 
QB 7 — Brent Schaeffer 62 195 Jr 
19 SethAdams AI 
RB 6 — BenJarvus Green-Ellis St 2 dr 
22 Mico McSwain 6-1 203 So. 
FB 44 Jason Cook 6-0 230 So. 
___ 39 _ Seth Michaelson 60 24 St 
K 17 Will Moseley 62 200 Sr. 
KR 21 Marshay Green* 5-10 170 Fr. 
Bt =. 
Pos, No. Name _ _ Ht Wt Ch 
E 98 Peria Jerry 62 290 So. 
___56 _Viciente DeLoach 6-4 260 Jr. 
T 97 Hayward Howard 6-4 300 So. 
90 Brandon Jenkins 65280 Jr. 
NT 90 Brandon Jenkins 65 280 Jr. 
____ 54 Jeremy Garrett _ 61 275 dr. 
E 95 Chris Bowers 62 231 So, 
45 _LeRon King 6-0 205 So, 
WLB 10 Quentin Taylor 6-0 235 So, 
____33__Antonio Turner 6223S. 
MLB 49 Patrick Willis - 6-2 230 Sr. 
____ 43__ Rogers Loche 6-0 225 Fr. 
SLB 26 Garry Pack 6-1 220 Jr. 
42 Robert Russell 6-0 235 So. 
LCB 28 Nate Banks 5-1 180 Jr. 
5 _TerreliJackson 5-10 190 So. 
SS 13  Jamarca Sanford 5-10 200 So. 
4 _BryanBrown 5-9 200 Sr. 
FS 20 Charles Clark 6-0 195 Sr. 
___37_ Gary Albury 6-0 180 Fr. 
RCB 3 Trumaine McBride 5-10 170 Sr. 
12__ Dustin Mouzon Sti 170 So. 
P 36 Rob Park 6-0 185 So, 
PR 21 Marshay Green* 5-10 170 Fr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SEC 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 ~—_& South Carolina* 
Sept.9 Auburn 

Sept. 16 Tulane 

Sept. 23 at UAB 

Sept.30 mat LSU 

Oct.7 West Virginia 
Oct.14 Jacksonville State 
Oct. 21 at Georgia 

Oct. 28 Kentucky 

Nov.4 at Alabama 
Nov.18 Arkansas 

Nov. 25  @at Mississippi 
“Thursday 

Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


BULLDOGS 
DATA 

Stadium: Davis Wade Stadium at 
Scott Field (grass, 55,082) 
Site: Starkville, Miss. 

Coach: Sylvester Croom 

(6-16, 2 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Woody McCorvey (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Ellis Johnson (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: West Coast 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1941 
Last bowl appearance: 2000 
2005 record: 3-8, 1-7/T5th 
SEC West 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Brandon Thornton 
(47 att., 225 yards, 1 TDs) 
Passing: Omarr Conner 
(86-167-5, 903 yards, 8 TDs) 
Receiving: Will Prosser 

(28 rec., 286 yards, 0 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Murray State W, 38-6 
at Auburn L, 28-0 
vs. Tulane W, 21-14 
Georgia L, 23-10 
LSU L, 37-7 
at Florida L, 35-9 
Houston L, 28-16 
at Kentucky L, 13-7 
Alabama L, 17-0 
at Arkansas L, 44-10 
Mississippi W, 35-14 
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6. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY MSU runs a West Coast offense 
predicated on the short passing game, but it still leans heavi- 
ly on the run. Coordinator Woody McCorvey must take a con- 
servative approach because of a shaky line and an iffy situa- 
tion at quarterback. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Michael Henig is smart 
and has an adequate arm, and the staff loves his intangibles. 
But he must improve his accuracy and decision-making—a 
critical skill in the West Coast offense. Running back Brandon 
Thornton steps into the void left by Jerious Norwood. One of 
three freshmen will make an impact, likely Anthony Dixon. 
Bryson Davis is one of the nation’s top fullbacks. Junior col- 
lege transfer Tony Burks might solve the team’s need for a 
deep threat at receiver. The other starter is former quarter- 
back Omarr Conner, who has the best hands in the unit and is 
one of the faster players on the team. Eric Butler might be the 
top tight end in the SEC. He has good hands and might be the 
team’s best deep threat. The staff thinks it finally has the 
depth along the line to compete in the SEC. Right guard Brian 
Anderson is by far the club's best lineman. Tough and nasty, 
Anderson is an All-SEC candidate and an NFL prospect. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Ellis Johnson 
operates a 4-3 scheme that rarely gambles because the 
Bulldogs put their emphasis on limiting big plays. Johnson 
mixes coverages and is as likely to use man-to-man as zone. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The line features tackles Deljuan 
Robinson and Andrew Powell—both of whom are All-SEC- 
caliber—and might be the strength of the team. Michael 
Heard takes over at right end for Willie Evans, who led the 
team in sacks last year. Titus Brown appears to have made the 
transition to end after arriving as a linebacker. Middle line- 
backer Quinton Culberson leads the defense. He has learned 
to let plays develop instead of chasing the ball. For the line- 
backers to excel, Anthony Littlejohn and Gabe O'Neal have to 
step up. The team needs its linebackers to make more plays. 
There are experience issues at cornerback and speed ques- 
tions at safety. The lack of speed makes it difficult for the 
Bulldogs to recover from mistakes, especially in deep cover- 
age. Derek Pegues will battle Anthony Johnson at left corner. 
Pegues is a terrific athlete who could be a star. Much is 
expected of Johnson. Steady David Heard is the right corner. 
Free safety Jeramie Johnson has size and a knack for making 
plays. Demario Bobo, the best hitter in the secondary, is the 
incumbent strong safety but is coming off a knee injury. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Blake McAdams is one of the nation’s best 
punters. There's lots to sort out at kicker. Stay tuned. The 
return game must improve and doesn't figure to be settled 
until the fall. 

COACHING STAFF Sylvester Croom's pro background has 
given him a CEO mentality, which means his assistants have 
ample freedom to do their jobs. McCorvey and Croom are 
longtime associates who think alike, which helps the opera- 
tion run smoothly. Johnson is a veteran hand and an under- 
rated talent. 

BOTTOM LINE The defense will keep the Bulldogs in games, 
but the offense doesn't have the firepower to win many. 
Getting to 5-7 would show progress. —Tom Dienhart 


Culbersome, 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Pos. No. Name Hie Wie Cl. 
WR 4 _— Tony Burks 6-4 213) Jr. 
—_tt__ Will Prosser 6-3 207 Sr. 
tT 79 Calvin Wilson 6-5 356 So. 
67 Roland Terry 67 291 So. 

LG 53 Anthony Strauder 6-3 306 So. 
____ 63 Chris Spencer _ 63 305 Fr. 
C 76 Royce Blackledge 6-3 293 Jr. 
73 _ Dio Herrera 63 309 So. 
RG 55 Brian Anderson 6-6 307 Sr. 
__72_ Anthony Dunning 63 300 So. 
RT 75 Craig Jenkins 64 37 Fr. 
__18 Michael Gates 6-4 302 So. 
TE 88 Eric Butler 6-3 250 Jr. 
____ 48 _Dezmond Sherrod 62 247 Jt. 
WR 14 Omarr Conner 6-1 218 Sr. 
83 Joey Sanders 6-0 208 Jr. 

0B 7 Michael Henig 61 179 So. 
__W_ Tray Rutland 62 221 Fr. 
HB 27 Brandon Thornton 5-10 188 So. 
___35__ Brandon Hart 5-10 233 So. 
FB 41 Bryson Davis 6-2 263 Sr. 
31 Casey Rogers 61 218 Sr. 

K 46 Keith Andrews 6-1 199 Sr. 
KR 3 Derek Pegues 5-10 188 So. 
2) ens See 
Pos. No. Name — Ht Wt. Cl. 
LE 54 Titus Brown 63 240 Jr. 
92 Charles Burns 6-2 265 So. 
T 98 Deljuan Robinson 6-4 296 Sr. 
51 Avery Hannibal 6-0 246 Jr. 

NT 94 Andrew Powell 6-0 298 Sr. 
___90 Antonio Johnson 63299 Sr. 
RE 58 Michael Heard 6-2 268 Sr. 
___99 Quinton Wesley _ 6-5 287 Fr. 
SLB 5 Gabe O'Neal 6-0 223 Jr. 
____56 Anthony Littlejohn 6-2 217 So. 
MLB 2 Quinton Culberson 6-0 239 Sr. 
_ 44 Brad Horton Si 236 Sr. 
WLB 22 Jamar Chaney 6-2 229 So. 
~__ 68 Carvel Jones 5 215 Fr. 
LCB 3 Derek Peques 5-10 188 So. 
L 13 Anthony Johnson* 510 195 Fr. 
SS 1 Keith Fitzhugh 5-10 213 So. 
____ 6 _Demario Bobo 6-0 176 Jr. 
FS 34 Jeramie Johnson 5-11 216 Sr. 
____45__De'Mon Glanton 6-1 183 So. 
RCB 23 David Heard 6-0 190 Sr. 
8 __Adron Chambers SSO. 
P 43 Blake McAdams 5-11 187 So. 
PR 14 Omarr Conner 61 218 Sr. 
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WSU SPORTS INFORMATION 


Zach Miller 


The rallying 
cry for 2006: 
‘Let's play 9!’ 


The league's long-awaited 
move to a nine-game con- 
ference schedule kicks in 
with the NCAAs move to a 
12-game format. 

The new setup assures 
that the Pac-10 title will be 
decided on the field, though 
there haven't been any recent 
instances of teams tying for 
the conference crown after 
not having played each other 
during the season. 

But the revised schedul- 
ing has pushed back the end 
of the season. Pac-10 teams 
traditionally have played 
their rival on the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving—with 
the exception of games 
moved for television—but 
only Washington and 
Washington State will com- 
plete their seasons before 
the holiday this season. And 
they'll only accomplish that 
by playing on 12 consecu- 
tive Saturdays. Considering 
how coaches have com- 
plained in the past about 
not having off-weeks in an 
11-game season, will the 
Apple Cup participants 
accept going nonstop for 
three consecutive months? 
Conversely, the four 
California-based schools will 
play 12 games over 14 
weeks. 


Ascending 

Arizona. The third sea- 
son under Mike Stoops 
should be a charm. He post- 
ed three wins each of his 
first two years in Tucson. 
But Stoops is stockpiling 
talent for a program in 


search of its first winning 
season since 1998. 


Descending 

UCLA. The Bruins have 
too many holes to fill on 
offense and a defense that 
remains suspect. 
Repeating last season's 
10 victories is out of the 
question, but there is 
enough talent on hand 
to contend for a third 
straight bowl bid. 


Most underrated 
player 

Patrick Chung, SS, 
Oregon. It’s difficult to 
figure how he didn't 
share the league's fresh- 


man of the year honor last 
season. He not only 


stepped into the key role for 


a defense that ranked third 
in the league, but he also 
was a standout on special 
teams for the Ducks. 
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PAC-10 CONFERENCE 


Player who must step up 
Trent Edwards, QB, 
Stanford. He doesn't have a 
great threat at running 
back, and an inexperienced 
defense will make it imper- 
ative for the offense to 
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score—a lot. Edwards can deliv- 
er. He has 24 career starts and 
a better grasp of coach Walt 
Harris’ attack. Plus, a good 
group of receivers will help 
Edwards’ cause. 


Biggest shoes to fill 

Drew Olson, QB, UCLA. 
While USC's search for a 
replacement for Matt Leinart 
has dominated headlines, 
everyone has forgotten that 
Olson led the Pac-10 in pass- 
ing efficiency last year. Into 
the void steps Ben Olson, a 
23-year-old sophomore who 
began his career at BYU. 
Coming out of high school in 
2002, Olson was considered by 
many to be the nation’s top 
quarterback prospect. 


Reggie Bush, RB, USC. He 
not only won the Heisman, but 
Bush also was the sport's most 
electrifying player. Oh, and 
LenDale White also is gone. 
Heir apparent Hershel Dennis 
injured a knee in the spring 
and is gone for the season. 
That means Chauncey 
Washington could be the 
man-—f his grades are in order. 
Michael Coleman (grades, 
injury) and Desmond Reed 
(knee) also are iffy. In the end, 
one of four incoming freshmen 
could take over. 
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Mike Hass, WR, Oregon 
State. It might be too much to 
expect Anthony Wheat-Brown 
to match the production of last 
year’s Biletnikoff Award winner. 
But Wheat-Brown is a big tar- 
get who arguably is the team's 
best athlete. 

Haloti Ngata, DT, Oregon. 
Cole Linehan became a part- 
time starter as a freshman in 
2005, but he needs to be a 
stalwart. He isn't a massive 
presence like Ngata, the Pac- 
10 co-Defensive Player of the 
Year. But in Oregon's scheme, 
Linehan doesn't have to do as 
much. 


Newcomers to watch 
J.R. Hasty, RB, Washington. 
The Huskies didn't have a 


running back gain 500 yards 
last season. Enter Hasty, who 
redshirted in 2005. The 5-11, 
200-pound Hasty is a Seattle- 
area prep star with big-play 
ability who was Washington's 
scout team player of the year 
last season. 

Louis Holmes, DT, Arizona. 
Talk about a stud. He signed 
with Ohio State out of high 
school, then choose the 
Wildcats over USC after rank- 
ing as one of the nation's top 
junior college recruits last 
season. Holmes’ is a big, 


physical and fast force. 

Nate Longshore, QB, 
California. Let's try this again. 
Longshore was the starter for 
his first game as a redshirt 
freshman last season before 
an ankle injury ended his sea- 
son. Joe Ayoob and Steve Levy 
took over. Ayoob and Levy are 
back, but Longshore is more 
talented than either and holds 
the key to the Bears making a 
run at their first Pac-10 title 
since 1975. 


Best bets 

Don't be surprised if a few 
punts are blocked early in the 
season. Why? Six teams are 
breaking in new punters. ... 
The Pac-10 could make or 
break Notre Dame's run for a 
national title. UCLA and 
Stanford play at South Bend in 
October, and the Fighting Irish 
visit USC in late November. ... 
Cal's Marshawn Lynch will lead 
the Pac-10 in rushing even 
though he'll have to share 
time with Justin Forsett. Lynch 
ran for 1,246 yards last year, 
and Forsett ran for 999. Each 
easily will have over a grand ° 
this fall. ... Arizona State, 
USC, Cal, Oregon, Oregon State 
and Washington all have quar- 
terback situations that could 
boil over into a controversy. ... 
Washington hasn't had a 
1,000-yard rusher since 
Rashaan Sheehee in 1997 and 
won't have one this year. The 
only other Pac-10 school 
without a 1,000-yard rusher 
this decade is Stanford, which 
hasn't had a player turn the 
trick since Tommy Vardell in 
1991. ... USC has won or 
shared each of the past four 
Pac-10 titles. The Trojans 
figure to make it five in a row, 
which never has happened. ... 
No Pac-10 team has a longer 
bow! drought than Arizona: 
seven seasons. That will end 
this fall. ... Arizona State's 
defensive line will get a big 
boost from a trio of transfers: 
end Loren Howard 
(Northwestern), tackle Michael 
Marquardt (BYU) and end 
Tranell Morant (Florida). TSN 


ALL-CONFERENCE 


Pos.Name, school Ht. -Wt. Cl 
WR Dwayne Jarrett, USC 65 210 Jr. 
WR Jason Hill, Washington State 6-1 208 Sr. 
TE Zach Miller, Arizona State 6-5 258 Jr. 
T Sam Baker, USC 6-5 305 Jr. 
T Andrew Carnahan, Arizona State 6-8 300 Sr. 
G Roy Schuening, Oregon State 6-4 315 Jr. 
G Shannon Tevaga, UCLA 63 310 Jr. 
C Ryan Kalil, USC 6-3 285 Sr. 
QB Trent Edwards, Stanford 6-4 220 Sr. 
RB Marshawn Lynch, California 5-1 223 Jr. 
RB Yvenson Bernard, Oregon State 5-9 202 Jr. 
E  Mkristo Bruce, Washington State 6-6 250 Sr. 
E Lawrence Jackson, USC 6-5 265 Jr. 
T Brandon Mebane, California 6-3 306 Sr. 
T Sedrick Ellis, USC 6-1 285 Jr. 
LB Desmond Bishop, California 62 243 Sr. 
LB Scott Davis, Washington State 5-1 228 Sr. 
LB Keith Rivers, USC 6-3 220 Jr 
CB Daymeion Hughes, California 62 188 Sr. 
CB Antoine Cason, Arizona 6-0 182 Jr. 
S  Sabby Piscitelli, Oregon State 63 226 Sr. 
S C.J. Wallace, Washington 6-0 205 Sr. 
K Alexis Serna, Oregon State 5-8 162 Jr. 
P Sean Douglas, Washington 61 215 Sr. 
KR Terry Richardson, Arizona State 6-1 187 Sr. 


Offense: Dwayne Jarrett, WR, USC 
Defense: Brandon Mebane, T, California 


Pos.Name, school Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR Steve Smith, USC 6-0 195 Sr. 
WR DeSean Jackson, California 6-0 160 So. 
TE Joe Newton, Oregon State 67 252 Sr. 
T Peter Graniello, Arizona 6-6 285 Jr. 
T Max Unger, Oregon 6-5 296 So. 
G Alex Fletcher, Stanford 6-4 295 Jr. 
G Jeremy Perry, Oregon State 62 313 So. 
C —_Enoka Lucas, Oregon 6-4 299 Sr. 
QB Alex Brink, Washington State 63 202 Jr. 
RB Chris Markey, UCLA 5-1 203 Jr 
RB Keegan Herring, Arizona State 5-10 190 So, 
E  Nu’u Tafisi, California 62 260 Sr. 
E Matt Toeaina, Oregon 63 301 Sr. 
T Louis Holmes, Arizona 6-6 270 Jr. 
T Kevin Brown, UCLA 62 297 Jr. 
LB Anthony Felder, California 63 229 So. 
LB Michael Okwo, Stanford 6-0 220 Sr. 
LB Scott White, Washington 6-1 230° Sr. 
CB Tim Mixon, California 5:10 187 Sr. 
CB Trey Brown, UCLA 5-10 189 Jr. 
S Josh Pinkard, USC 61 200 Jr. 
S$ J.D. Nelson, Oregon 5-11 219 Sr. 
K Paul Martinez, Oregon 62 210 Sr. 
P Jay Ottovegio, Stanford 6-0 195 Sr. 
KR Tim Mixon, California 5-10 187 Sr. 


Offense: J.R. Hasty, RB, Washington 
Defense: Louis Holmes, T, Arizona 


GAMES TO WATCH 


@ BYU at Arizona, Sept. 2 

The Wildcats will have a chance to show their 
claws early against an improving foe. Better 
win this or an 0-2 start is likely with a trip to 
LSU next. 

@ Navy at Stanford, Sept. 16 

The opening game at the new Stanford 
Stadium could leave the Cardinal with a 
sinking feeling against the pesky Middies. 

@ Oklahoma at Oregon, Sept. 16 

This will be the teams’ third meeting in three 
years-but the first in Autzen. It's gonna be 
loud, 

@ Idaho at Oregon State, Sept. 23 

Dennis Erickson brings the Vandals to 
Corvallis, where he remains a revered figure 
for his four-year run of success (1999-2002). 
© Oregon at California, Oct. 7 

The three games between Cal's Jeff Tedford 
and his former boss Mike Bellotti have been 
decided by four, one and seven points (in 
overtime). Oh, Bellotti leads, 2-1. 

@ Arizona State at USC, Oct. 14 

The Sun Devils will be coming off an off-week 
but may be dragging after having played at Cal 
and against Oregon the preceding two games. 
@ California at USC, Nov. 18 

This has become the Pac-10's marquee game. 
Fast fact: Tedford is the only Pac-10 coach to 
beat Pete Carroll the past three years. 

@ Notre Dame at USC, Nov. 25 

Who can forget last year's classic? The grass 
will be shorter, but the stakes could be just 
as high. 

@ Dream schedule 

With a new quarterback and a host of other 
questions, UCLA deserves a break. The 
Bruins play four of their first five games at 
home and will be favored over Utah, Rice, 
Stanford and Arizona. The lone road game is 
at Washington, and that's after an off-week. 
UCLA will need all the confidence it can get 
with a tough slate of games remaining. 

@ Nightmare schedule 

If any team can handle this, it’s USC. The 
Trojans open at Arkansas, a team seething 
from last year's 70-17 skinning in L.A, Up 
next: a visit from rising Nebraska. The first 
two Pac-10 games are trap doors for a 
developing offense: at Arizona, at 
Washington State. The last four contests are 
brutal: Oregon, Cal, Notre Dame, at UCLA. 

@ Bowl bound 

USC and California are contenders for BCS 
games. The Bears could advance to their first 
Rose Bowl since Joe Kapp’s 1958 club. Oregon 
and Arizona State will play in bowls, but a 
Pac-l0 title looks like a long shot for those 
teams because each plays at Cal and at USC. 
Expect UCLA to ride a strong start to a bowl. 
Arizona is looking good, and Washington State 
might sneak into the postseason. 


RANKING THE PLAYERS 


By Rivals.com 


Player, position 

1, Louis Holmes, OT 

2. Vidal Hazelton, WR 
3. Allen Bradford, S 

4, Taylor Mays, S 

5. Stafon Johnson, RB 
6. C.J. Gable, RB/CB” 
7. Antwine Perez, S 

8. Jamere Holland, WR 
9. Shareece Wright, CB 
10. Joshua Tatum, LB 
Il. Butch Lewis, DT 

12. Derrick Hill, DT 

13. Derek Simmons, DE 
14. David Ausberry, WR 
15. Michael Morgan, LB 
16, Jake Locker, OB 

17. Emmanuel Moody, RB 
18. Devin Ross, CB 

19. Darian Hagan, DB 
20. Micah Kia, OL 


Ht./wt. 
6-6/270 
6-3/200 
6-0/230 
6-4/225 
6-1/210 
61/190 
6-2/205 
6-1/180 
6-0/185 
6-1/225 
6-7/300 
6-2/280 
6-4/275 
6°5/215 
6-2/200 
62/210 
6-1/195 
5-11/180 
5-11/180 
6-5/295 


Hometown/Previous school 

Ft. Lauderdale,.Fla./Scottsdale C.C. (Ariz.) 
New York/Hargrave Military Academy (Va.) 
San Bernardino, Calif./Colton 
Seattle/O'Dea 

Bellflower, Calif./Dorsey 

Sylmar, Calif./Sylmar 

Westville Grove, N.J./Woodrow Wilson 
Pacoima, Calif./Taft 

Colton, Calif./Colton 

San Pablo, Calif./McClymonds 
Denver/Regis Jesuit 
Oakland/McClymonds 

Suisun, Calif./Armijo 

Lemoore, Calif./Lemoore 

Dallas/Skyline 

Ferndale, Wash./Ferndale 

Coppell, Texas/Coppell 


Rancho Cucamonga, Calif./Rancho Cucamonga 


Los Angeles/Crenshaw 
Mililani, Hawaii/Mililani 


fF} PAC-10 SCOUTING 


College 
Arizona + 
USC 

USC 

USC 

USC 

USC 

USC 

usc 

USC 

USC 

USC 
California 
USC 

USC 

usc 
Washington 
usc 
Arizona 
California 
UCLA 


NOTEBOOK USC landed the nation's No. 1 class for the third consecutive season. 


Included in that haul was the top player in California: S Allen Bradford. WR Vidal Hazelton was a post- 


signing day victory after he went against his parents’ 
wishes and turned down Penn State. USC also landed 
S Taylor Mays, the top prospect in Washington. ... 
UCLA and California signed top 25 classes. Arizona's class 
was bolstered by DT Louis Holmes, the nation’s top junior 

OL Micah Kia was the top player in Hawaii 


college player. ... 
and UCLA's biggest catch... 


Arizona State is excited about 
RB Dimitri Nance, who along with Cedric Benson is one of 


6. Washington 


just two Texas Class 5A players ever to rush for 3,000 


yards in a season. 


RANKING THE TEAMS 
: 1, USC 7. Oregon State 
A ; 
eon, cea B, Washington State 
3. Arizona 9. Oregon 
4. California 10, Stanford 
5. Arizona State 


.. Cal's class was led by DB Darian Hagan, whose father was a star at Colorado. ... 


QB Jake Locker is part of a desperately needed talent infusion at Washington. —Jeremy Crabtree, Rivals.com 


RETURNING LEADERS 


RUSHING Player, school, class 


1. Marshawn Lynch, California, Jr. . 
2. Yvenson Bernard, Oregon State, Jr. nN 
3. Justin Forsett, California, Jr. 12 
4. Keegan Herring, Arizona State, So. 2 
5. Rudy Burgess, Arizona State, Jr. 174 
PASSING Player, school, class G 
1, Rudy Carpenter, Arizona State, So. 9 
2. Alex Brink, Washington State, Jr. i] 
3. Trent Edwards, Stanford, Sr. 1 
4, Isaiah Stanback, Washington, Sr. i] 
5. Matt Moore, Oregon State, Sr. 10 
RECEIVING Player, school, class G 
1. Jason Hill, Washington State, Sr. 10 
2. Dwayne Jarrett, USC, Jr. 13 
3, Steve Smith, USC, Sr. 3 
4. Mike Thomas, Arizona, So. i} 
5. Mark Bradford, Stanford, Sr. 10 


Yds, Avg. Long TD YPG NCAArk. 
so 1,246 6.4 52 10 124.6 7 
299 1,321 44 57 13 120.1 9 
132 999 7.6 57 6 83.3 50 
158 870 55 67 6 72.5 69 
145 644 44 38 6 53.7 = 
Comp Att. Pct. Int. Yds. Yds./att. TD Rating NCAArk. 
6 228 684 2 2,273 10.0 7 ~=©175.0 1 
.205 358 573 13 2,891 8.1 24 ~=—«140.0 26 
168 268 627 7 1,934 72 7 = =139.0 28 
43 «264 «4542 6 2,136 81 9 128.8 54 
an 355 59.4 197i 7.6 i} 123.1 65 
Rec. Yds. Long TD RPG YPR YPG NCAA rk. 
62 1,097 80 13 6.2 77 = (109.7 3 
1 (1,274 61 16 7.0 14.0 98.0 3 
60 «(857 67 5 46 16.0 73.6 53 
52 ™ 5 5 47 48 70.1 58 
37609 76 6 37 16.5 60.9 80 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Arkansas 
Sept. 16 Nebraska 

Sept. 23 at Arizona 
Sept. 30 at Washington State 
Oct.7 Washington 
Oct.14 Arizona State 
Oct. 28 at Oregon State 
Nov.4 at Stanford 
Nov. 11 Oregon 

Nov.18  @ California 
Nov.25 mNotre Dame 
Dec.2  atUCLA 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


TROJANS DATA 
Stadium: Los Angeles Coliseum 
(grass, 92,000) 

Site: Los Angeles 

Coach: Pete Carroll (54-10, 5 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Lane Kiffin (2nd year, 6th at school) 


Defensive coordinator: 

Nick Holt (Ist year, 4th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2005 
Last year not in a bowl: 2000 
2005 record: 12-1, 8-0/Ist Pac-10 


2005 RESULTS 
at Hawaii W, 63-17 
Arkansas W, 70-17 
at Oregon W, 45-13 
at Arizona State W, 38-28 
Arizona W, 42-21 
at Notre Dame _—W, 34-31 
at Washington W, 51-24 
Washington State W, 55-13 
Stanford W, 51-21 
at California W, 35-10 
Fresno State W, 50-42 
UCLA W, 66-19 
Texas* L, 41-38 
*Rose Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: RB Reggie Bush, 

TE Dominique Byrd, T Winston 
Justice, FB David Kirtman, 

QB Matt Leinart, G Taitusi Lutui, 
G Fred Matua, RB LenDale White 
Defense: S Darnell Bing, P Tom 
Malone, T LaJuan Ramsey, 

E Frostee Rucker, S Scott Ware, 
CB Justin Wyatt 
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Scouring reports BY Bos Ciark, Eusene (Ore.) RecisteR ano Bruce Pascoe, ARIZONA Dalty-StAR 


1. USC 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Lane Kiffin 
and quarterbacks coach 
Steve Sarkisian oversee 
an offense that has been 
high-powered and 
extremely balanced. 
They have worked in this 
system for years, so 
major changes aren't 
likely despite the loss of 
key personnel, namely — 
quarterback Matt Leinart 
and running back Reggie 
Bush, the past two 
Heisman 
winners, 

SKILL POSITIONS 
Replacing Leinart 
became an even muddier 
task in the spring, when 
projected starter John 
David Booty underwent 
back surgery and backup 
Mark Sanchez was 
arrested for a sexual 
assault allegation. The 
highly touted Booty 
could be back for fall 
drills. Sanchez has been 
suspended indefinitely, 
The field to replace the 
electric Bush and the 
powerful LenDale White 
is wide open. Hershel 
Dennis was the only 
experienced back in spring prac- 
tice, but he tore ligaments in his 
knee and will miss the season. 
Desmond Reed, who has been 
compared to Bush, is a question 
because he's recovering from the 
torn knee ligaments he suffered 
against Notre Dame last season. 
Replacements in the bulldozing 
mode of White include Michael 
Coleman, who is recovering from a 
hip injury, and Chauncey 
Washington, who needs to remedy 
longtime academic woes to be 
considered. Wide receiver Whitney 
Lewis worked at tailback in the 
spring, and some talented 
incoming freshmen—particularly 


Emmanuel Moody and Stafon 
Johnson—could challenge, too. 
Brandon Hancock, who also played 
some tailback in the spring, could 
regain his 2003 starting spot at 
fullback, but he'll have to hold off 
converted linebacker Ryan 
Powdrell. The marquee act on 
offense is receiver Dwayne Jarrett, 
a big, athletic playmaker with ter- 
rific hands. Steve Smith is an 


ideal companion: He is quick and 


runs sharp routes and makes 
difficult plays. Chris McFoy is a 
capable veteran backup. Patrick 
Turner is big and talented. Five 
decorated prep receivers will 


arrive in the fall. At tight end, USC 


loses a good one in Dominique 
Byrd; Fred Davis, who contributed 
last year, is the likely successor. 
OFFENSIVE LINE Two starters 
remain from a unit that was 
picked over by the NFL.. Left tack- 
le Sam Baker and center Ryan 
Kalil are exceptional blockers and 
good leaders. At left guard, Jeff 
Byers likely will return to the 
starting lineup after missing last 
season with a hip injury. Chilo 
Rachal could start on the right 
side after playing significantly last 
season. The right tackle job could 
go to Kyle Williams, but converted 
tight end Charles Brown and Matt 
Spanos will contend for the spot. 


RUSHING 
Desmond Reed 
Michael Coleman 
PASSING 
John David Booty 27 
RECEIVING 

Dwayne Jarrett 

Steve Smith 

Chris McFoy 

KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Desmond Reed 

KICKING 

Mario Danelo 

TACKLES Solo 
Oscar Lua 38 
Josh Pinkard 4 
Keith Rivers 35 
Sedrick Ellis 

Lawrence Jackson 

Rey Maualuga 

Sacks: Jackson (10) 


Interceptions: Pinkard, Ryan Ting (2) 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coach Pete Carroll will pass 
off coordinator duties to line 
coach Nick Holt, but don't 
look for much to change. The 
Trojans figure to be just as 
aggressive and opportunistic. 
What the team needs from 
Holt is to shore up a defense 
that gave up its most yards 
(360.9 per game) in six sea- 
sons last year. 

FRONT SEVEN There's no 
doubt where the strength of 
the defense lies: The Trojans 
are loaded with experienced, 
athletic linebackers. There's 
so much talent that Powdrell 
was moved to fullback. Oscar 
Lua started in the middle last 
year, but Rey Mavaluga might 
have the skills and leadership 
ability to overtake him. 
Picking starters on the out- 
side won't be easy, either. 
Keith Rivers could play on the 


Att. 

19 137 87 

20 95 48 

Comp. Att. 


Rec. 


Yds. Avg. 


Pct. Yds. TD 
643 S3ZT AS 
Yds. Avg. 
1,274 14.0 


60 957 15.9 


7 2 10.1 
Avg. 
38.8 


XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 


83 


Assists 


8 = ol 2 116 
Total TFL/Yds. 

66 o5/ 

54 1.5/8 


3/7 


50 8/36 
46 13/76 
37 


strong or weak side, if not at 
rush end. Dallas Sartz and 
Brian Cushing will compete 
on the strong side while 
Thomas Williams is coming 
off abdominal surgery. The 
line is easier to figure. 
Dominant end Lawrence 
Jackson is a national honors 
candidate, and Sedrick Ellis 
quietly has established him- 
self among the best nose 
tackles in the country. The 
other end spot, vacated by 
all-Pac 10 pick Frostee 
Rucker, could be filled by Jeff 
Schweiger, Kyle Moore or Alex 
Morrow. Chris Barrett, a for- 
mer defensive end and tight 
end who has yet to make an 
impact despite an impressive 
physique, could find a home 
at defensive tackle. 
SECONDARY The Trojans 
need cornerback Terrell 
Thomas to come back strong 


from a knee injury that kept 
him out most of last season; 
this is a unit woefully short 
on experience. Josh Pinkard 
moved from safety to corner 
last season and will play 
wherever he's needed most 
this time around. At corner- 
back, there's less depth 
behind Kevin Thomas and 
Cary Harris. But at safety, 
USC has twins Brandon and 
Ryan Ting, along with Kevin 
Ellison and Will Harris, 
though both are coming off 
knee injuries. Among the 
several big-time recruits 
entering the secondary, safety 
Antwine Perez enrolled early 
and appeared capable in 
spring drills. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Taylor 
Odegard is first in line to 
replace Tom Malone, an 
elite—but seldom-used— 
punter. Troy Van Blarcom, 
who handles kickoffs, also is 
in the punting mix. Reliable 
kicker Mario Danelo returns. 
Bush's return ability will be 
missed. Ryan Ting has experi- 
ence returning punts and 
Turner has handled kicks, but 
the returners won't be decid- 
ed until fall. 

COACHING STAFF Unlike 
last offseason, the staff had 
little turnover. The biggest 
change is Holt, the former 
Idaho head coach, taking over 
as defensive coordinator and 
line coach. 

BOTTOM LINE Has Carroll 
built a dynasty? This is the 
season we'll find out. If so, 
the Trojans will plug in new 
talent and find ways to win. 
But the heavy personnel loss- 
es and a difficult schedule 
suggest that USC could look a 
little mortal this season. Just 
a little. —Bruce Pascoe 


A Pac-10 coach says ... 


Pos, No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 8 Dwayne Jarrett 6-5 210 Jr. 

82 Chris McFoy 61 200 Sr. 
tT 79 Sam Baker 6-5 305 Jr 

76 Nick Howell 66 265 Fr. 
LG 53 Jeff Byers 6-3 300 So. 

69 Matt Spanos 65 300 Jr. 
C  67_—s=Ryan Kalil 6-3 285 Sr. 
___ 63 Travis Draper * 4295 So. 
RG 66 Chilo Rachal 65 300 So. 
____70 _Alatini Malu - 6-4 340 Jr. 
RT 78 Kyle Williams 66 295 Sr. 
____71__ Charles Brown 6-6 250 Fr. 
TE 83 Fred Davis 64 245 Jr 

89 Dale Thompson 64 255 dr. 
WR 2 Steve Smith 6-0 195 Sr. 

1 Patrick Turner 65 220 So. 
QB 10 John David Booty 63 195 Jr. 
____ 16 Michael McDonald _ 62 185 Jr. 
RB 37 Ryan Powdrell 60 250 Sr. 

23 __ Chauncey Washington 61 205 Jr. 
FB 40 Brandon Hancock 61 230 Sr. 

35 Jody Adewale 60 230 Jr 
K 19 Mario Danelo 5-10 185 Jr. 
KR 7 Cary Harris 61 180 So. 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
E 96 Lawrence Jackson 6-5 265 Jr. 
97__ Alex Morrow 66 265 Jr. 
NT 49 | Sedrick Ellis 6-1 285 Jr. 
___ 95 TravisTofi ee AS 
T 91 Chris Barrett 65 265 Jr. 
75 _ Fili Moala 6-4 300 So. 
E 84 Kyle Moore 67 265 So. 
54 _ Jeff Schweiger 6-4 260 Jr. 
SLB 42 Dallas Sartz 6-5 240 Sr. 
10 _ Brian Cushing 6-4 235 So. 
MLB 58 Rey Maualuga 63 250 So, 
. 45 Oscar Lua 6-1 240 Sr. 
WLB 55 Keith Rivers 6-3 220 Jr. 
43 _ Kaluka Maiava 6-0 220 So. 
CB 15 Kevin Thomas 61 190 So. 
9 MoziqueMcCurtis ss 6-1_— 225 So. 
FS 36 Josh Pinkard 6-1 200 Jr. 
26 Will Harris 6-2 200 So. 
SS 4 Kevin Ellison 61 220 So. 
38 Brandon Ting 5-10 180 Sr. 
CB 7 Cary Harris 6-1 180 So. 
28 Terrell Thomas 61 195 Jr. 
P 16 Taylor Odegard 5-9 170 So. 
PR 39 Ryan Ting 5-10 180 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


PAC-10 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Tennessee 
Sept.9 Minnesota 
Sept. 16 Portland State 
Sept. 23 Arizona State 
Sept. 30 at Oregon State 
Oct.7  @ Oregon 
Oct.14 — at Washington State 
Oct. 21 Washington 
Nov.4 UCLA 

Nov. 11 & at Arizona 
Nov.18 mat USC 
Dec.2 Stanford 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


GOLDEN BEARS 
DATA 

Stadium: California Memorial 
(artificial, 67,537) 


Site: Berkeley, Calif. 
Coach: Jeff Tedford (33-17, 4 years) 


Offensive coordinator: 

Mike Dunbar (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

‘Bob Gregory (5th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1975 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 2002 
2005 record: 8-4, 4-4/T4th 
Pac-10 


2005 RESULTS 
Sacramento State W, 41-3 

at Washington W, 56-17 
Illinois W, 35-20 
at New Mexico State W, 41-13 
Arizona W, 28-0 

at UCLA L, 47-40 
Oregon State L, 23-20 
Washington State W, 42-38 
at Oregon L, 27-20 (0T) 
USC L, 35-10 

at Stanford W, 27-3 
BYU* W, 35-28 
*Las Vegas Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: FB Chris Manderino, 
G Aaron Merz, T Ryan 
O'Callaghan, C Marvin Philip 
Defense: LB Ryan Foltz, 

S Donnie McCleskey, $ Harrison 
Smith 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY As if 
the Bears didn't already offer a full 
array of innovative plays out of 
their standard pro set, now they've 
brought in coordinator Mike 
Dunbar, who directed the spread 
offense of Northwestern. 

SKILL POSITIONS The one ques- 
tion for Cal is at quarterback, but 
even with inconsistent play from 
the three starters at the position 
last season the Bears rolled to 
427.9 yards and 32.9 points per 
game. Nate Longshore won the job 
going into last season, then was 
lost to an ankle injury in the open- 
er. Joe Ayoob struggled mightily, 


completing less than half of his 
passes and throwing 14 intercep- 
tions before he was replaced by 
former fullback Steve Levy for the 
final two games. Longshore and 
Ayoob are back for their senior 
seasons, though redshirt freshman 
Kyle Reed looks like the longer 
term answer if Longshore doesn't 
get it going. The good news is the 
players who rushed for about 95 
percent of Cal's yards in 2005 and 
the receivers who gained 92 per- 
cent of the passing yards are back, 
so maybe who the quarterback 
turns out to be is inconsequential. 
Marshawn Lynch rushed for 1,246 


yards last season 
despite missing two 
games with injuries 
and sharing time with 
Justin Forsett, who 
might lead the Pac-10 
in rushing if he weren't 
Lynch's backup. Even 
third-stringer Marcus 
O'Keith averaged 11.0 
yards on his 22 rush- 
es. Questions about 
the team's young 
receivers were 
answered when 
DeSean Jackson led 
the Bears in recep- 
tions (38) as a fresh- 
man and Robert 
Jordan added 34 
catches. 

OFFENSIVE LINE 
The Bears need to 
replace three starters, 
including standouts 
Ryan O'Callaghan at 
tackle and Marvin 
Philip at center. The 
two returning starters 
are Erik Robertson at 
guard and Scott Smith 
at tackle. Center Alex 
Mack likely will step 
right into his new role 
because he and other 
backups got extensive 
playing time last sea- 
son with all the injuries. Mike 
Tepper's return also should be a 
boost. He will man a tackle spot 
after he missed last season with a 
leg injury. If the younger Bears 
aren't ready, Cal also has junior 
college transfers Mark Gray and 
Mike Gibson. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
Bears try to keep things fairly 
basic in their standard 4-3, the 
primary goal being to limit big 
plays, and that certainly played 
out well last season with so many 
new starters. This unit's experi- 
ence probably now can handle 
more variety, but the question 


RETURNING LEADERS 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. 
Marshawn Lynch 196 = 1,246 64 
Justin Forsett 132 999 16 
Comp. Att. 


PASSING Pct. Yds. TD 


Joe Ayoob 

Steve Levy 

Nate Longshore 
RECEIVING 

DeSean Jackson 

Robert Jordan 

Lavelle Hawkins 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Tim Mixon 

Marshawn Lynch 

KICKING 

Tom Schneider 

TACKLES Solo 
Desmond Bishop 62 
Daymeion Hughes 46 
Tim Mixon 43 
Sacks: Brandon Mebane (7) 
Interceptions: Hughes (5) 


might be whether that's 
necessary considering the 
abilities of the seven return- 
ing starters. 

FRONT SEVEN Brandon 
Mebane, the tackle who 
recorded seven sacks last sea- 
son, will dominate offenses 
and mandate double-teams. 
That will free things up for 
ends Nu’u Tafisi and Abu 
Ma’afala, who are as much of 
a challenge to blockers as 
they are P.A. announcers and 
sportswriters. Junior college 
transfer Rulon Davis at end 
and three prep standouts— 
end Tyson Alualu, tackles 
Michael Costanzo and Derrick 
Hill—will make the front four 
extremely deep. The 
linebackers, with Desmond 
Bishop in the middle, are bat- 
tle-tested. Bishop led the 
Bears in tackles in his first 
season after transferring from 


Assists Total 
27 6 
16 62 1.5/3 
3 46 3/4 


49.2 1707 «15 
6.5 439 4 
727 131 1 
Yds. Avg. 
15.8 
13.4 
95 
Avg. 
149 
20.8 


XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 


52 9 16 i 
TFL/Yds. 


junior college. On his flanks 
are Anthony Felder, an eight- 
game starter in 2005 on his 
way to freshman All-American 
status, and either playmaker 
Worrell Williams or Zack 
Follett, also honored for his 
first-year play even as a non- 
starter. 

SECONDARY It won't be 
easy replacing Donnie 
McCleskey at rover, but there 
are candidates. The top one is 
redshirt freshman Robert 
Peele, who was heavily touted 
as a recruit but was held out 
last season because of 
McCleskey's presence. The 
Bears also need to find a free 
safety, but concerns about 
two new starters in the mid- 
dle are greatly lessened by 
the presence of returning 
cornerbacks Daymeion 
Hughes and Tim Mixon, who 
both are strong candidates 


for postseason honors. They 
had eight interceptions and 
22 passes broken up com- 
bined last season. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The Bears 
need to find a punter, and 
they also would benefit from 
a stronger performance from 
kicker Tom Schneider, who 
made a league-low 56.3 per- 
cent of his field goals last 
season. Conversely, the Bears 
are dangerous in the return 
game. Mixon is among the 
nation’s best at returning 
punts, and both he and 
Jackson had returns for 
touchdowns last season. 

COACHING STAFF Head 
coach Jeff Tedford didn't lose 
much when he replaced two 
assistants and an offensive 
coordinator in the offseason. 
He lured Dan Ferrigno away 
from Oregon, where they had 
previously worked together, to 
take on wide receivers. When 
the need for a linebackers 
coach came up, Tedford 
brought back Bob Foster, who 
had been defensive coordina- 
tor for a couple seasons at 
Oregon when Tedford ran the 
offense for the Ducks. Foster 
then came out of retirement 
to help start Tedford’s tenure 
at Cal in 2002. Dunbar is the 
only newcomer without ties 
to Tedford. 

BOTTOM LINE In 2005—a 
rebuilding year—three of Cal's 
four defeats were close calls. 
One was’by three points, 
another in overtime and the 
third because of a monumen- 
tal comeback by UCLA. 
Assuming the Bears find a 
quarterback who can make 


- use of all the talent around 


him, they should be in 
contention for the Pac-10 
title. —Bob Clark 


A Pac-10 coach says ... 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Ch 


WR 11 Robert Jordan 5-11 166 Jr. 
7__ Lavelle Hawkins _ 5-183 Jr. 
T 79 Mike Tepper 66 334 So. 
90 Chet Teofilo 63 295 So. 
G 75 ErikRobertson | 6-2 31 Sr. 
70 Jeff Fritch 64 297 So. ! 
C 62 Alex Mack 65 295 So. 
13 Mark Gray + 62 25 
G 55 Noris Malele 6-4 298 So. 
____ 63 _ Brian De La Puente 6-4 301 Jr 
T 52 Scott Smith 6-4 276 Sr. 
____51_ Kevin Bemoll 65 310 Fr. 
TE 82 Craig Stevens 6-5 255 Jr. 
83 _ Eric Beegun 63 251 Sr. 
WR 1 DeSean Jackson 6-0 160 So. 
____ 86 _ Sam DeSa 5-1 199 Jr. 
0B 9 Nate Longshore 6-5 230 So. 
mee 3 SteveLevy G1 * 229 Sr. 
RB 10 Marshawn Lynch 5-1 223 Jr. 
20 _ Justin Forsett 5-6. .163-- Je 
FB 38 Byron Storer Srl zety yoke 
36 Will Ta'ufo'ou 6-0 250 So. 
15 TomSchneider 6-0 194 Jr. 
KR 2 Marcus O'Keith 61 194 Sr. 
a | 
Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
E 43 Abu Ma’afala 6-4 281 Sr. 
____99 PhillipMbakogu  =5—s-§-@ «3265. 
T 69 Matthew Malele 63° 333: “ds 
98 MikaKane 63303 So. 
T 52 Brandon Mebane 6-3 306 Sr. 
___ 96 _ Tyson Alualu 62 309 Fr 
E 53 Nu’u Tafisi 62 260 Sr. 
____ 45 _ Fahim Abd Allah 63 236 Sr. 
OLB 15 Anthony Felder 6-3 229 So. 
___16 _ Justin Moye _ 6-1 228 Jr. 
MLB 10 Desmond Bishop 6-2 243 Sr. 
55 _ Greg Van Hoesen 63 231 Jr. 
WLB 1 ~~ Worrell Williams 6-0 257 So. 
56 Zack Follett 62 230 So. 
CB 13 Daymeion Hughes 6-2 188 Sr. 
17 Randy Bundy 0159S. 
FS 5 Thomas DeCoud 63 200 Jr. 
30 Gary Doxy 6-2 186 Fr. 
SS 3 Brandon Hampton 5-10 187 Jr. 
___ 7 __ Robert Peele 5-182 Fr. 
CB 22 = Tim Mixon 5-10 187 Sr. 
19 Syd'QuanThompson  —s 5-ti_—«180_—s*Fr. 
P Andrew Larson 61 190 Jr. 
PR 22 Tim Mixon 5-10 187 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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PAC-10 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Stanford 

Sept.9 at Fresno State 
Sept. 16 Oklahoma 

Sept. 30 at Arizona State 
Oct.7 at California 
Oct.14 @UCLA 

Oct. 21 at Washington State 
Oct. 28 Portland State 
Nov.4 Washington 

Nov. 11 mat USC 

Nov.18 Arizona 

Nov. 25 A at Oregon State 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to be upset 


DUCKS DATA 
Stadium: Autzen (artificial, 
54,000) 

Site: Eugene, Ore. 

Coach: Mike Bellotti (90-42, 

Il years; 111-67-2 overall, 16 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Gary Crowton (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Nick Aliotti (8th year, 16th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Spread-option 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2001 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 10-2, 7-1/2nd Pac-10 


2005 RESULTS 
at Houston W, 38-24 
Montana W, 47-14 
Fresno State W, 37-34 
USC L, 45-13 

at Stanford W, 44-20 
at Arizona State —W, 31-17 
Washington W, 45-21 

at Arizona W, 28-21 
California W, 27-20 (OT) 
at Washington State W, 34-31 
Oregon State W, 56-14 
Oklahoma* L, 17-14 
*Holiday Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: OB Kellen Clemens, 
RB Terrence Whitehead, 

WR Demetrius Williams 
Defense: CB Aaron Gipson, 

E Devan Long, T Haloti Ngata, 
CB Justin Phinisee, E Darius 
Sanders. 
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3. OREGON 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
The Ducks went to a spread attack 
last year and added nearly 10 
points and over 40 yards to their 
averages from the previous 
season, even with the need 
because of injury to make a 
quarterback change two-thirds of 
the way through the schedule. 
They're not about to revert back 
from what worked so well, though 
there will be slight revisions 
based on personnel. 

SKILL POSITIONS Dennis Dixon 
and Brady Leaf split the quarter- 
back job after Kellen Clemens 
went out with an ankle injury last 
October, and they likely will share 


time again this season. The 
stereotype is that Dixon is a bet- 
ter scrambler and Leaf is more of 
a pocket passer, but they've both 
worked their way out of any rigid 
limits on what plays they can 
run. The running game will be 
turned over to Jonathan Stewart, 
who was very productive in limit- 
ed opportunities as a true fresh- 
man. Backups Jeremiah Johnson 
and Terrell Jackson will provide a 
nice change of pace. There’s no 
shortage of wide receivers, and 
James Finley is the most sure- 
handed of the group. Cameron 
Colvin also has starting experi- 
ence, and has shown flashes of 


brilliance in his first 
two seasons; this 
could be his breakout 
year. Jaison Williams, 
at 6-5, 243, offers the 
biggest target. 
Provided his eligibility 
is cleared up, onetime 
USC recruit Derrick 
Jones, who last played 
ona team as a high 
school senior in 2003, 
will offer a definite 
speed threat. In their 
first season of running 
the spread, the Ducks 
never quite seemed to 
know how to put their 
tight end to optimum 
use, so one of the pri- 
orities this season 
would seem to be an 
increased role for 
Dante Rosario, a noted 
playmaker when he 
does get the football. 

OFFENSIVE LINE All 
five starters return, 
with center Enoka 
Lucas as the anchor. 
Left tackle Max Unger 
was a Standout as a 
freshman last fall. The 
spread seemed to 
effectively reduce the 
pass protection challenges for this 
group, and the task this year may 
be to improve the run blocking. 
That could be helped by the addi- 
tion of huge junior college trans- 
fers Pat So'oalo and Fenuki Tupou, 
who will add a massive amount of 
depth if they don't crack the start- 
ing lineup. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY In 
recent seasons, coordinator Nick 
Aliotti went from being ultra- 
aggressive to more of a play-it- 
safe style to last year showing 
great flexibility in mixing the two 
approaches. Expect the Ducks to 
go easy on the gambles this sea- 
son, at least until they find out 


2 
3 
Re 
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RETURNING LEADERS 


RUSHING 
Jonathan Stewart 
Jeremiah Johnson 
Dennis Dixon 
PASSING 
Dennis Dixon 69 
Brady Leaf 48 
RECEIVING 
James Finley 
Cameron Colvin 

_ _daison Williams 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Jonathan Stewart 
Jeremiah Johnson 
KICKING 
Paul Martinez 
TACKLES Solo 
Patrick Chung 58 
J.D. Nelson 36 
Brent Haberly 38 
Sacks: Matt Toeaina (3) 


Comp. Att. 


XPM XPA FGM 
26 30 = 19 
Assists 


Att. Yds. Avg. TD 
3.5 
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Pct. Yds. TD 

104 663 77 6 
[FART SL EOE TY be 
Rec. Yds. Avg. 
10.0 
1511 
16.3 
Avg. 
33.7 
229 0 
FGA Pts. 
244 «83 
Total TFL/Yds. 
33 1.5/3 
28 0 
25 


Interceptions: Chung, Blair Phillips (2) 


how well they can replace two 
departed cornerbacks (Justin 
Phinisee and Aaron Gipson) 
who each received postseason 
honors. 

FRONT SEVEN Oregon 
should be solid on the outside 
of the line with Matt Toeaina 
and Darius Sanders, provided 
Toeaina isn't needed back at 
tackle where he also has 
played and Sanders regains 
his fourth season of eligibili- 
ty. There is also pass-rush 
specialist Nick Reed, whose 
role will increase with the 
graduation of Devan Long. On 
the inside, Oregon will try to 
come up with a rotation that 
works because no one player 
is going to replace Haloti 
Ngata, a once-in-a-generation 
tackle. The linebackers are 
experienced, and Brent 
Haberly and Blair Phillips 
came through big in their 


first chances as starters at 
the inside positions last sea- 
son. A.J. Tuitele can play on 
the inside and outside and at 
strong safety. 

SECONDARY Replacing 
Phinisee and Gipson won't be 
easy, though Jackie Bates has 
some starting experience as 
their primary backup. If the 
other candidates don't work 
out, there's the possibility of 
moving rover Patrick Chung, 
though that would take him 
out of the position where he 
became a standout as a red- 
shirt freshman. Also back, 
though returning from 
offseason knee surgery, is free 
safety J.D. Nelson, one of the 
conference's biggest hitters. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Paul 
Martinez led the nation in 
field goals made per game 
last season. The Ducks also 
have back both punters they 


used last season, Matt 
Dragich and Aaron Knowles, 
and they should be over the 
adjustment to the revised 
punt formation alignment 
that the team struggled to 
implement in 05. Phinisee, 
one of Oregon's all-time bests 
at returning punts, must be 
replaced, and there will be a 
question of how often the 
Ducks want to use Stewart on 
kickoff returns if he’s the pri- 
mary tailback, though he did 
take two kickoffs back for 
touchdowns as a freshman. 

COACHING STAFF After 
Oregon had to integrate two 
new coaches last season and 
adjust to two others coaching 
new positional groups, the 
only change this year was 
bringing in Robin Pflugard to 
handle receivers. He's well- 
versed in the conference from 
his time at Arizona State and 
Washington State and knows 
the passing game. His back- 
ground as a recruiting coordi- 
nator in past posts also 
should help even the innova- 
tive Ducks in their pursuit of 
prospects. 

BOTTOM LINE The Ducks 
bounced back in a big way 
last season, from their 5-6 
record in 2004 to a 10-2 
mark in 2005. They have a 
head start on this season 
because of the experience 
gained by the two quarter- 
backs late last season, plus 
there's talent at tailback and 
wide receiver. The big if 
remains the cornerbacks, and 
that's what could keep the 
Ducks from contending for 
the title against the Pac-10's 
fancy passing offenses. 
Despite the tough early sched- 
ule, Oregon should be a solid 
bowl team. —Bob Clark 


A Pac-10 coach says ... 


Pos. No, Name Ht Wt. Cl, 
WR 3 Cameron Colvin 6-2 205 Jr. 
4 _Jaison Williams 65 243 So. 
tT 60 Max Unger 6-5 296 So. 
57 _ Fenuki Tupou 66 322 Jr 
61 Josh Tschirgi 6-4 3 Jr. 
___ 66 _Pat So’oalo 65 355 Jn 
C 55 Enoka Lucas 6-4 299 Sr. 
__T1_Mark Lewis 64 292 So. 
RG 77  Palauni Ma Sun 6-6 335 Sr. 
50 SimiToeaina 6-4 308 Fr. 
RT 75 Geoff Schwartz 6-7 359 Jr. 
78 Jacob Hucko 67 307 So. 
TE 44 Dante Rosario 6-4 250 Sr. 
81 RyanKeeling 65 247 So. 
WR 18 James Finley 6-2 204 Sr. 
1 Garren Strong 63 200 Jr. 
QB 10 Dennis Dixon 64 196 Jr. 
__16 Brady leaf 65 231 Jr. 
RB 28 Jonathan Stewart 5-11 234 So. 
24 Jeremiah Johnson 5-9 213 So. 
WR 19 Brian Paysinger 62 208 Jr. 
2 _ Jordan Kent 65 210 Sr. 
K 36 Paul Martinez 62 210 Sr 
KR 28 Jonathan Stewart 5-11 234 So. 
ee 
Pos, No. Name _ Ht. Wt. Cl. 
LE 45 Matt Toeaina 6-3 301 Sr. 
56 Victor Filipe 62 290 Sr. 
WT 97 Cole Linehan 6-4 295 So. 
___91_Ra’Shon Harris 65 305 So. 
RT 90 David Faaeteete 62: 307 Jr. 
94 Thor Pili = 6A 283 So, 
RE 95 Darius Sanders 6-5 269 Sr. 
43 Michael Speed 6-4 254 So. 
LB 33 Blair Phillips 6-2 246 Sr. 
____ 40__ John Bacon 63 235 So. 
LB 42 Brent Haberly 6-0 228 Sr. 
34 AJ. Tuitele Si 213 Jr 
SS 30 Kwame Agyeman 5-1 205 Jr. 
13 Jerome Boyd 62 2 So. 
LCB 8 Jackie Bates 5-10 180 Jr. 
31__ Jameel Dowling 62 184 Jr. 
ROY 15 Patrick Chung 5-11 205 So. 
29 Parris Moore 6-0 190 Sr. 
FS 28 J.D. Nelson 5-11 219 Sr. 
9 Ryan DePalo 61 199 Jr. 
RCB 17 Willie Glasper Sl 175 Fr 
6 __ Walter Thurmond 6-0 175 Fr. 
P 14 Matt Dragich 6-1 213 Sr. 
PR 27 Andiel Brown 510 188 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 Northern Arizona* 
Sept.9 Nevada 

Sept. 16 at Colorado 

Sept. 23 at California 
Sept.30 Oregon 

Oct.14 mat USC 

Oct.21 Stanford 

Oct.28 at Washington 
Nov.4 — at Oregon State 
Nov. 11 Washington State 
Nov.18 @UCLA 

Nov. 25 at Arizona 
“Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


SUN DEVILS 
DATA 

Stadium: Sun Devil (grass, 71,706) 
Site: Tempe, Ariz. 


Coach: Dick Koetter (33-28, 
5 years; 59-38 overall, 8 years) 


Offensive coordinator: 

Roy Wittke (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Bill Miller (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Vertical 
passing 

Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1996 


Last year not in a bowl: 2003 
2005 record: 7-5, 4-4/T4th Pac-10 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Keegan Herring 


(158 att., 870 yards, 6 TDs) 
Passing: Sam Keller 


(155-264-9, 2,165 yards, 20 TDs) 


Receiving: Rudy Burgess 
(77 rec., 655 yards, 4 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 


Temple W, 63-16 
LSU L, 35-31 
Northwestern W, 52-21 
at Oregon State  W, 42-24 
USC L, 38-28 
Oregon L, 31-17 
at Stanford L, 45-35 
Washington W, 44-20 
at Washington State W, 27-24 
at UCLA L, 45-35 
Arizona W, 23-20 
Rutgers* W, 45-40 
*Insight Bowl 
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4. ARIZONA STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Dick Koetter handed the 
coordinator duties to Roy Wittke during the offseason. 
Wittke's strong knowledge of the running game will balance 
Koetter's multiple formations and vertical attack. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Sam Keller, whose torn thumb liga- 
ment kept him out late last season, is the starter at quarter- 
back, but Rudy Carpenter was the nation's passing efficiency 
leader in Keller's absence and is waiting in the wings. Tight 
end is a strength, Zach Miller is one of the best in the nation. 
Jamaal Lewis is back from a separated shoulder. He some- 
times will line up as a wideout with Nate Kimbrough and 
Brandon Smith. Florida transfer Dane Guthrie also should con- 
tend at tight end. The most experienced receiver, Terry 
Richardson, was kicked out of spring practices because of a 
team rules violation but is expected back. All-around talent 
Rudy Burgess is making a bid to play both receiver and cor- 
nerback. Newcomers Dimitri Nance and Rodney Glass will 
push running backs Keegan Herring and Preston Jones. 
Gigantic tackle Andrew Carnahan and guard Zach Krula will 
anchor the right side of the line; tackle Brandon Rodd will be 
on the left. Linemen Shawn Lauvao and Richard Tuitu'u made 
significant moves in the spring. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Sun Devils will stick to the 
4-3 they switched to under coordinator Bill Miller last season, 
but the safeties will approach the line on occasion. The team 
will attempt to get the most out of a group that's big up front 
and talented in the secondary but has questions at linebacker. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Beau Manutai and Robert James 
will get help from junior college transfer Garrett Judah and 
true freshman Jamarr Robinson at linebacker. Zach Catanese 
and Josh Barrett likely will be the starting safeties, but walk- 
on Mike Nixon is bound to find his way on the field. Nixon is a 
23-year-old freshman who cut short a minor league baseball 
career with the Dodgers to give college football a try. He also 
experimented with holding, snapping and kicking during 
spring drills. Junior college transfer Troy Nolan also may be in 
the mix. On the corners, Keno Walter-White and Chad Green 
will be pushed by Burgess and Justin Tryon. Transfers Tranell 
Morant (Florida), Michael Marquardt (BYU) and Loren Howard 
(Northwestern) add size, talent and experience to a line that 
returns standout end Kyle Caldwell from a knee injury. At 
tackle, Jordan Hill is a three-year starter and 300-pounder 
Shannon Jones is an intriguing junior college transfer. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Richardson was the team's top punt return- 
er, but Burgess and the lightning-quick Glass are other 
options. Jesse Ainsworth is a good kicker who also can punt. 
But expect Chris MacDonald and juco transfer Jonathan 
Johnson to battle for the spot in camp. 

COACHING STAFF Koetter lost three coaches from last sea- 
son but added an offensive coordinator. Wittke is a 27-year 
coaching veteran. Longtime high school coach John Wrenn, 
will take over coaching the running backs, and Grady Stretz 
will coach the defensive line. Al Simmons is the new corner- 
backs coach. 

BOTTOM LINE To reappear in the Top 25, the high-scoring 
Sun Devils will have to shore up a defense that allowed 468.8 
yards and 29.9 points per game last season. —Bruce Pascoe 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos, No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 1 Mike Jones 63 200 So, 
_ 82 Jamaal Lewis 6-4 230 Sr 
LT 62 Brandon Rodd 6-4 300 Jr. 
79 Julius Orieukwu 67 3d. 
LG 66 Stephen Berg 6-5 309 Sr. 
70 LeoTalavou 6-4 37 So. 
C 76 Mike Pollak 6-4 300 Jr. 
69. Thomas Altieri 62284 Fe 
RG 78 Zach Krula 6-7 339 Sr. 
73__RobertGustavis 64312 J 
RT 52 Andrew Carnahan 6-8 300 Sr. 
75 _ Richard Tuitu'u — 65 362 Fr. 
TE 86 Zach Miller 6-5 258 Jr. 
__ 88 Andrew Pettes 6-4 262 So. 
WR 17 Terry Richardson 6-1 187 Sr. 
3 __ Rudy Burgess 510 181 Jr. 
0B 9 Sam Keller 6-4 240 Sr. 
_ 12 Rudy Carpenter _ 62 204 So 
RB 24 Keegan Herring 5-10 190 So, 
__ 36 _ Shaun DeWitty 62 216 So 
HB 87 ‘Brent Miller 6-5 236 Jr. 
80 DaneGuthrie 63 274 So. 
K 20 Jesse Ainsworth 6-3 220 Sr. 
KR 17 Terry Richardson 6-1 187 Sr. 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Ci. 
E 58 Dexter Davis 6-2 250 Fr. 
97 Wes Evans _ 63 245 So. 
T 77 Michael Marquardt 6-4 288 Jr. 
___92_Brett Palmer 62 295 Jr 
T 1 Jordan Hill 6-2 298 Sr. 
____ 90 _ David Smith 63 268 So. 
E 50 Kyle Caldwell 6-3 261 Sr. 
___57 _ Tranell Morant 65 280 So. 
SLB 48 Chad Lindsey 6-0 212 So. 
___97_Wes Evans _ 63 245 So. 
MLB 51 Beau Manutai 61 262 Sr. 
___ 25 Mike Nixon 62 216 Fr 
WLB 29 Robert James 5-1 225 Jr. 
_ 14 __Derron Ware 6-4 220 Sr. 
CB 8 Keno Walter-White 5-1 182) Sr. 
____9 _ littrele Jones Es 
S$ 19 Josh Barrett 62 220 Jr. 
22 Rodney Cox 61 213 So. 
S 5 Zach Catanese 6-2 219 Sr 
1 Jeremy Payton —S-s—- 6*1_— 208 ‘So. 
CB 21 Chad Green 5410 190 Jr. 
____10__ Justin Tryon 5-9 178 Jr. 
P 20 Jesse Ainsworth 63 220 Sr. 
PR 17 Terry Richardson 6-1 187 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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Date 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 


Opponent 
Utah 

Rice 

at Washington 
Stanford 

@ Arizona 

at Oregon 

Bat Notre Dame 
Washington State 
at California 
Oregon State 
Nov. 18 — at Arizona State 
Dec.2 AUSC 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


DATA 
Stadium: Rose Bowl (grass, 
91,500) 

Site: Pasadena, Calif. 

Coach: Karl Dorrell (22-15, 

3 years; 5th year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Jim Svoboda (Ist year, 3rd at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 
DeWayne Walker (Ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
with |-formation 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1998 
Last year not in a bowl: 2003 
2005 record: 10-2, 6-2/3rd Pac-10 


Rushing: Chris Markey 
(110 att., 561 yards, 3 TDs) 
Passing: Ben Olson 
(2-4-0, 11 yards, 0 TDs) 
Receiving: Joe Cowan 
(35 rec., 469 yards, 3 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at San Diego State W, 44-21 
Rice W, 63-21 
Oklahoma W, 41-24 
Washington W, 21-17 
California W, 47-40 

at Washington State W, 44-41 (OT) 
Oregon State W, 51-28 

at Stanford W, 30-27 (OT) 
at Arizona L, 52-14 
Arizona State W, 45-35 

at USC L, 66-19 
Northwestern* = W, 50-38 
“Sun Bowl 


9. UCLA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Don't expect major changes under 
new coordinator Jim Svoboda because this still primarily is 
Karl Dorrell’s offense. Svoboda, however, may run more shot- 
gun formations, which weren't a hit with former coordinator 
Tom Cable. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Ben Olson's size, arm strength and 
experience make him the likely starter at quarterback with 
Drew Olson gone. Chris Markey, the co-MVP of the Sun Bowl, 
replaces running back Maurice Drew. Markey is a good all- 
around talent who hits holes quickly. Fullback Michael Pitre 
has started in each of the past two seasons. Joe Cowan is the 
top returning receiver, and wide receiver Junior Taylor is 
returning from an ACL injury. Behind them is even more tal- 
ent. The line, which has improved over the past two years, 
returns plenty of veteran talent from last season. But aside 
from guard Shannon Tevaga, there isn't much separation 
among them. Brian Abraham and Noah Sutherland are the top 
tackles. How the Bruins will replace tight end Marcedes Lewis 
is the biggest question. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY New coordinator DeWayne Walker 
heads a revamped defensive staff that will be more aggressive 
out of the 4-3. The Bruins are now likely to demand more 
man-to-man coverage from the corners so the safeties can key 
on the run more often. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL UCLA must replace lots of produc- 
tion at linebacker, but the talent level shouldn't drop much 
because last season's backups got plenty of experience. Look 
for Christian Taylor in the middle, John Hale on the strong 
side and Aaron Whittington on the weak side. On the line, end 
Justin Hickman should be one of the Pac-10's top playmakers 
after leading the team with 5'/2 sacks last season. Tackle 
Kevin Brown (ankle) returns, and Brigham Harwell’s strength 
and quickness can be used at end or tackle, Kenneth Lombard 
fortifies the unit. Former starter Nikola Dragovic will compete 
for the end spot opposite Hickman. Cornerback Trey Brown 
has started 17 straight games, and athletic Rodney Van likely 
will start alongside him in the spot vacated by Marcus Cassel. 
Van is an immense talent who has yet to reach his potential. 
Michael Norris is behind Van at the other corner spot. Four- 
year starting safety Jarrad Page must be replaced. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The only question was resolved after spring 
drills, when kicker Justin Medlock'’s suspension ended after a 
DUI charge was reduced to a misdemeanor. As a result, fresh- 
man Kai Forbath likely will redshirt, but he could pressure 
punter Aaron Perez if Perez doesn't improve. Among the likely 
returners are Markey and Khalil Bell. 

COACHING STAFF Dorrell’s businesslike demeanor is well- 
reflected on his new staff, which includes many members with 
NFL experience. Spring practices moved at a faster, more 
intense pace, and more new wrinkles are expected in the fall. 
The biggest new name is Jim Colletto, who takes the same 
offensive line job he held at UCLA nearly 30 years ago. 

BOTTOM LINE A soft early-season schedule should give the 
Bruins a chance to build confidence and find replacements at 
the skill positions. If the defense improves, the Bruins likely 
won't lose more than three or four games. A bid to a 
respectable bowl game is likely. —Bruce Pascoe 


: > Hickman 
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Pos. No. Name a Ht. Wt, Cl. 
WR 9 Marcus Everett 6-1 200 Jr. 
10 __ Gavin Ketchum_ 6-4 199 So. 
ST 74 Noah Sutherland 6-4 290 Jr. 
68 Brian Abraham 6-6 300 Jr. 
‘SG 71 Shannon Tevaga 6-3 310 Jr. 
75 __NickEkbatani 6-5 280 So 

C 54 Robert Chai 63 285 Sr. 
___51_ Nathaniel Skaggs 6-4 275 So 
WG 60 Chris Joseph 6-4 290 So 
___58 Micah Reed 6-4 310 So, 
WI 78 Aleksey Lanis 6-6 338 Fr. 
66 Scott Glicksberg 6-4 300. So 

TE 81 J. Hair 65 248 Sr. 
___ 86 Logan Paulsen 65 237 So. 
WR 26 Joe Cowan 6-4 220 Sr. 
1___ Brandon Breazell 60 165 Jr. 

0B 7  BenOlson 65 227 So 
12 PatCowan A215 So. 
RB 28 Chris Markey 5-1 203 Jr. 
36 Kahlil Bell 5-1 206 So. 

FB 32 Michael Pitre 5-11 240 Jr. 
___ 45 Jimmy Stephens _ 62 244 Sr. 
K 7 — Justin Medlock 6-0 186 Sr. 
KR 28 Chris Markey 5-11 203 Jr. 
Pos. No. Name SSW. 
LE 44 Bruce Davis 63 230 Jr. 
96 Nikola Dragovic 63 252_ Jr 

T 77 Kenneth Lombard 6-1 268 So. 
93 Brigham Harwell = 6-1 274 dr. 

T 50 Chase Moline 6-1 274 So, 
75 KevinBrown 62 297 Jr 
RE 17 Justin Hickman 6-1 261 Sr. 
____ 48 William Snead 6-4 253 Jr 
SLB 12 John Hale 6-4 225 So. 
55 Korey Bosworth _ 62 218 Fr. 
MLB 33 Christian Taylor 60 220 Jr. 
51_Reggie Carter 61225 Fr. 
WLB 2 — Eric McNeal 6-2 209 Sr. 
42 Aaron Whittington 62210 Jr. 
LCB 23 Trey Brown 5-10 189 Jr. 
22 Michael Norris 5-1 185 Jr. 
SS 14 Chris Horton 61 200 Jr. 
___ 27 __ Aaron Ware _ 6-0 190 Fr 
FS 11 Dennis Keyes 6-1 192 Jr. 
25 Bret Lockett 62204 So. 
RCB 3 Rodney Van 61 178 Jr. 
____18__ Matthew Slater _5M_197__ Jr. 
P 17 Aaron Perez 6-2 220 So. 
PR 28 Chris Markey 5-11 203 Jr 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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6. ARIZONA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The multiple formations and 
motions coach Mike Stoops and coordinator Mike Canales 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 BYU 

Sept.9 matLSU 

Sept. 16 Stephen F. Austin 


Sept. 23 USC 
Sept. 30 Washington 
Oct.7 at UCLA 
at Stanford 


Oct. 14 


favor should be easy to run now that Willie Tuitama has taken 
over at quarterback. UA can go with two tight ends, no backs, 
|-formations—whatever; Tuitama can roll with it. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Anyone who questioned Stoops’ 
decision to activate Tuitama halfway through his redshirt sea- 
son didn't have much to criticize. Tuitama showed remarkable 
poise, versatility and accuracy and singlehandledly turned a 
moribund program into one with hope. There's decent depth 
behind Tuitama at quarterback, too, with former starter Kris 


Oct. 21 ascend Heavner and Adam Austin. Though running back is a question 
ea at ae ington State mark, Arizona's ball-control offense will be aided by a stronger ros N : 
she 8 Sirens returning group of linemen. Big, experienced tackles Peter r rene aie Py a 
Nov. 35° @ Arizona State Graniello and Tanner Za will anchor the line; Erick Levitre iT 76 Peter Graniello 6-6 285 Jr. 
B§ Toughest game @ Must win returns at center. There's also help from junior college 79 Adam Grant 66 280 Fr. 
‘A Best chance to pull an upset All-American James Tretheway, who can play guard or tackle. LG 74 Adam Hawes 6-4 302 Sr. 
Chris Henry is the top running back, followed by redshirt fresh- ____ 62 _ Bill Wacholz 66 294 So. 
: y . C 71 Erick Levitre 6-1 282 Sr. 
WILDCATS man Xavier Smith. True freshmen Derke Robinson, a speedster 
; 50 Blake Kerley 6-2 280 Fr. 
DATA from Texas, and Arizona prep player of the year Glyndon RE 75 Joe Longacre 63303 So, 
Stadium: Arizona (grass, 56,002) Bolasky will get looks before the opener. Syndric Steptoe and 68 Daniel Borg 6-5 280 Fr. 
Site: Tucson, Ariz. Michael Thomas are playmakers at receiver, but they'll be chal- RI 72 Tanner Bell 6-8 294 Sr 
Coach: Mike Stoops (6-16, 2 years) lenged by bigger freshmen Terrell Reese and Terrell Turner. 7 Eben Britton 6-6 285 Fr. 
Offensive coordinator: Fullback Brandon Lopez and tight end Brad Wood return. TE 17 Brad Wood 63 250 Sr. 
Mike Canales (3rd year) DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Wildcats intend to be more Wr a = = = 
Defensive coordinator: aggressive than ever in Stoops’ 4-3. They have enough confi- 1 Syndric Steptoe 5-9 185 Sr. 
Mark Stoops (3rd year) dence now in the defensive backs to let them go one-on-one 0B 7 Willie Tuitama 63 218 So. 
Offensive scheme: Multiple pro while putting more pressure on opponents. 14__ Adam Austin 63 2I7 Sr. 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Arizona's pass defense won't drop off RB 19. Chris Henry 60 215 Jr. 
Last league title won: 1993 (tie) despite the loss of all-league free safety Darrell Brooks. > rs = 2s me Bh 
Last bow! appearance: 1998 Cornerbacks Antoine Cason and Wilrey Fontenot have played A Eric Sea, 61 230 Fi 
2005 record: 3-8, 2-6/8th Pac-10 every snap of their careers, and bated és one of the K 12 Nick Folk 25 Sr. 
Wildcats’ most improved players. The athletic Michael Johnson KR 1 Syndric Steptoe 5-9 185 Sr. 
RETURNING returns at strong safety, and Brandon Tatum likely will take 
LEADERS over for Brooks because of his speed and ability. Highly rated 
Rushing: Chris Henry freshman cornerback Devin Ross and junior college safety Nate Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
(34 att., 119 yards, 0 TDs) Ness will get looks. Arizona's linebackers never developed con- is - Sotnathen Tarner vial A aa ho 
Passing: Willie Tuitama inuj iniuri , —_ 91_Michael Shelton _6:3_250_So._ 
tinuity last season because of injuries, but all three returning 7 96 Yaniv Barnett 61 285 Jr. 
(82-142°5, M05 yards, 9 TDs) starters—Ronnie Palmer, Spencer Larsen and Dane Krogstad— 62 Dave Bertrand 61 291 So. 
psx Mike Thomas are healthy. The injuries did allow several solid backups to T 54 Lionel Dotson “6-4 280 Jr. 
(52 rec., 771 yards,.5 TOs) gain experience. The line is deep and talented. The group will 93 _Rickey Parker 63286 _ Sr. 
005 RESULTS get a big boost from Louis Holmes, who was considered one of FE) 55 Marcus Smith 65 25 Ss. 
2 5 UL the nation’s top junior college transfers. eS 
ae ee SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Nick Folk should be able to shed * Reali sendaecotc oe sass 
Northern Arizona W, 31-12 > sca a ei aN a lic is Ned 9 ed ____ 24 Marcus Hollingsworth _5-10_230_ Sr. 
the punting duties this season, thanks to walk-on Kyle MLB 33 Ronnie Palmer 6-3 239 So. 
Purdue L, 31-24 4 
at California L. 28-0 McQuown, a transfer from Idaho State. Steptoe, Chris Henry, 25 Adrian McC 6-2 234 So. 
at USC L 42-21 B.J. Dennard and Thomas are likely returners. WLB Si Spencer Larsen 6-1 240 Jr 
ee COACHING STAFF Changes to the staff were minimal. Be — saves Kaley cals 
Stanford L, 20-16 CB 3 Wilrey Fontenot 5-9 174 Jr. 
% Former Wyoming and Houston coach Dana Dimel was added 
Oregon L, 28-21 s f ; ‘ 2 _ Gerold Rodriquez 5-1 175 So. 
at Oregon State W, 29-27 as tight ends coach, replacing Josh Heupel. Defensive coordi- $$ 23. Michael Johnson 62 210 Sr. 
UCLA W, 52-14 nator Mark Stoops and defensive end/special teams coach Joe 2 CoreyHall == S10 188 
Washington L, 38-14 Robinson worked under Dimel at Houston. FS 34 Brandon Tatum 6-1 188 So. 
at Arizona State _L, 23-20 BOTTOM LINE It will be a surprise if the Wildcats don't take a= 8_Dominic Patrick &1_ 20" 
another step forward, possibly squeaking into the bowl picture 3 : pacer vo . = 
in Stoops’ pivotal third season. If Tuitama oben on the P 27 Kyle fares 5-9 115 he 
upward trajectory he started last season, there's enough talent PR 1 Syndric Steptoe 5-9 185 Sr. 


for UA to at least hit 500. —Bruce Pascoe Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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Date Opponent 
Sept.2 mat Auburn 
Sept.9 Idaho 

Sept. 16 Baylor 

Sept. 23 at Stanford 
Sept 30 USC 

Oct.7 at Oregon State 
Oct.14 California 
Oct.21 A Oregon 

Oct. 28 at UCLA 

Nov.4 = Arizona 

Nov. 11 at Arizona State 
Nov.18 @ Washington 
Bloughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


COUGARS DATA 
Stadium: Martin (artificial, 
37,600) 

Site: Pullman, Wash. 

Coach: Bill Doba (19-16, 3 years; 
18th at school) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Mike Levenseller (6th year, 15th 
at school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Robb Akey (4th year, 9th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2002 
(tie) 

Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2005 record: 4-7, 1-7/T9th Pac-10 


Rushing: DeMaundray Woolridge 
(52 att., 312 yards, 2 TDs) 
Passing: Alex Brink 
(205-358-13, 2,891 yards, 24 TDs) 
Receiving: Jason Hill 

(62 rec., 1,097 yards, 13 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Idaho W, 38-26 

at Nevada W, 55-21 
Grambling State W, 48-7 

at Oregon State —L, 44-33 
Stanford L, 24-21 
UCLA L, 44-41 (OT) 
at California L, 42-38 

at USC L, 55-13 
Arizona State L, 27-24 
Oregon L, 34-31 

at Washington W, 26-22 


a2 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY A veteran quarterback and consid- 
erable depth and talent at wide receiver will allow the 
Cougars to be more wide-open than usual. The team often 
uses multi-receiver sets to free up the passing game to spread 
defenses and take the pressure off the running game. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Cougars won a couple of bat- 
tles in the offseason when Jason Hill decided to return for his 
senior year and fellow wide receiver Michael Bumpus saved 
himself academically. They complement Chris Jordan and 
benefit quarterback Alex Brink. Brink was third in the league 
in passing efficiency last season, but because the team fin- 
ished 4-7 the season was considered a disappointment. The 
Cougars need to replace a couple of linemen from a group that 
allowed only 18 sacks and created the holes for departed 
All-American Jerome Harrison to rush for 1,900 yards, but 
there's experience on the flanks in returning tackles Bobby 
Byrd and Charles Harris. The big question is at tailback, where 
DeMaundray Woolridge played only sparingly behind Harrison. 
Woolridge’s competition consists of five recruits, including a 
couple of junior college transfers—J.T. Deiderichs and Darrell 
Hutsona—who will press for immediate playing time. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Cougars like to be aggressive 
from back to front in their 4-3 alignment, and this team 
seems equipped for that style, provided two new cornerbacks 
can hold down their end of the assignments. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Expect a big season out of end 
Mkristo Bruce. Opponents will be unable to concentrate on 
him because of Washington State's strength on the inside, 
where three former starters will be available if tackle Ropati 
Pitoitua has fully recovered from a leg injury. The Cougars 
appeared to have a big hole to fill with middle linebacker Will 
Derting completing his eligibility but instead Greg Trent sim- 
ply takes over full time after filling in well as a backup last 
season. Scott Davis gives the Cougars an all-league candidate 
at one of the outside spots. The secondary is solid down the 
middle with returning safeties Husain Abdullah and Eric 
Frampton, but the Cougars need to replace both cornerbacks 
and the battle for those spots might last until after the start 
of the season. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Expect kicker Loren Langley to improve on 
the 63.6 percent of his field goals that he made last year. The 
punting game is in question after the loss of four-year letter- 
man Kyle Basler. Bumpus is a threat to bring any punt kicked 
his way back for a touchdown, but the Cougars could use an 
upgrade on kickoff returns. 

COACHING STAFF The team had only one change, with Greg 
Peterson taking over the tight ends. Peterson fits the proto- 
type of most WSU assistants. His background at nearby Idaho 
in the early 1990s shows an understanding of the area he's 
recruiting and the obstacles the Cougars face as the team in 
the Pac-10's most remote community. 

BOTTOM LINE In going 4-7 last season, the Cougars lost 
five times by four points or fewer. Winning just two of those 
games would have resulted in a successful year. With a more 
seasoned quarterback, this team shouldn't falter so often in 
clutch situations. WSU isn't a title contender, but a bow! 
appearance is a possibility. —Bob Clark 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Pos, No. Name _ Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 83 Jason Hill 6-2 208 Sr. 
15__ Benny Ward 6-4 184 So. 
{T 70 Bobby Byrd 6-7 314 Jr. 
75 Scott Friberg 6-4 275 Fr. 
LG 73 Sean O'Connor 6-5 287 Sr. 
____72__ Derek Hunter 6-4 270 So. 
C 69 Kenny Alfred 6-2 294 Fr. 
____ 60 _Dan Rowlands 6-5 283 So. 
RG 72 Andy Roof 63 316 So. 
61 Josh Dunn 63 3 Sr. 
RT 55 Charles Harris 6-6 308 Sr. 
68 Colin Donovan 6-7 284 So. 
TE 80 Cody Boyd 6-8 257 Sr. 
} 41 Jed Collins 62 250 Jr 
WR 2 Chris Jordan 6-1 210 Sr. 
86 Brandon Gibson 6-0 195 So. 
0B 10 Alex Brink 6-2 202 Jr. 
2 Tl Gary Rogers 6-5 241 So. 
RB 35 DeMaundray Woolridge 5-8 223 So. 
20 Kevin McCall 52d 
$B 5 Michael Bumpus 5-11 186 Jr. 
‘ 3 Lorenzo Bursey 58 175 Jr. 
K 27 Loren Langley 5-8 150 Jr. 
KR 3 Lorenzo Bursey 5-8 175 Jr. 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WE 94 Mkristo Bruce 6-6 250 Sr. 
96 Mike Graise 63 216 So. 
UT 40 Aaron Johnson 6-6 310 Jr 
19 Odell Howard 63 292 Sr. 
RT 92 __Ropati Pitoitua 68 299 Jr. 
TT? Al Ahmu 6-1 284 So, 
SE 58 Matt Mullennix 6-5 256 Jr. 
97 Lance Broadus 62 2 Jr. 
SLB 42 Scott Davis 5-10 228 Sr. 
43 Brian Hall 62 242 Sr. 
MLB 52 Greg Trent _ 5:10 230 So. 
50 Jason Stripling 5-1 218 So. 
WLB 49 Steve Dildine 6-1 229 Sr. 
38 Cory Evans 62 215 So. 
RCB 12 Tyron Brackenridge 6-0 180 Sr. 
32 lan Bell 5-9 180 So. 
SS 37 _Eric Frampton 5-11 208 Sr. 
22 Michael Willis 63 205 So. 
FS 23 Husain Abdullah 6-0 189 Jr. 
30 DeWayne Patterson 62 195 Sr. 
LCB 25 Don Turner 6-0 183 Sr. 
27 Ryan Kensok 5-9 164 So. 
P39 DarrylBlunt == 6-0 178 So. 
PR 5 Michael Bumpus 5-11 186 Jr. 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Aug. 31 Eastern Washington* 
Sept.7 at Boise State* 
Sept. 23 Idaho 

Sept. 30 California 

Oct.7 Washington State 
Oct.14 at Washington 
Oct. 21 at Arizona 
Oct.28 wm USC 

Nov.4 —_& Arizona State 
Nov. 1) at UCLA 

Nov. 18 at Stanford 

Nov. 25 @ Oregon 

Dec.2 at Hawaii 
"Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
© Best chance to pull an upset 


BEAVERS DATA 
Stadium: Reser (artificial, 43,300) 
Site: Corvallis, Ore. 

Coach: Mike Riley (28-30, 

5 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Danny Langsdorf (2nd year, 

4th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Mark Banker (4th year, 6th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2000 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 5-6, 3-5/7th Pac-10 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Yvenson Bernard 

(299 att., 1,321 yards, 13 TDs) 
Passing: Matt Moore 
(211-355-19, 2,711 yards, 11 TDs) 
Receiving: Anthony Wheat-Brown 
(40 rec., 400 yards, 3 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Portland State W, 41-14 
Boise State W, 30-27 
at Louisville L, 63-27 
Arizona State L, 42-24 
Washington State W, 44-33 
at California W, 23-20 
at UCLA L, 51-28 
Arizona L, 29-27 
at Washington W, 18-10 
Stanford L, 20-17 
at Oregon L, 56-14 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Beavers preach balance, and 
spreading the ball around will be a necessity now that 
Biletnikoff Award winner Mike Hass no longer is available as 
the team’s go-to target. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Running back Yvenson Bernard 
could even be more of a force with the entire line returning 
for the first time since 1977. The Beavers are particularly 
strong on the inside, where center Kyle DeVan is flanked by 
all-league candidates Roy Schuening and Jeremy Perry at 
guard. Perry shared the Pac-10's freshman of the year award 
in 2005. The Beavers need to find a reliable backup to take 
some of the load off Bernard, who played through too many 
bumps and bruises last season. Tight end Joe Newton is a 
key factor both as a blocker and receiver. Losing him to a leg 
injury before last season started was a big reason the team 
had a disappointing record. Quarterback Matt Moore threw a 
league-high 19 interceptions in 2005, and Newton is the 
only known commodity at receiver. Sammie Stroughter and 
Anthony Wheat-Brown might end up as the starting 
receivers. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Beavers never found a way to 
protect their cornerbacks last season. Look for the them to try 
to play it safer after giving up too many plays of more than 20 
yards. The coaches simply can't put so much pressure on this 
group of corners. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Sabby Piscitelli and rising star Al 
Afalava are a solid pair of safeties. The key to the season 
might rest with junior college transfers Gerard Lee at tackle 
and Joey LaRocque at linebacker. One of two other junior col- 
lege transfers, Dorian Smith or Keith Robertson, could become 
the pass-rushing end the Beavers didn't have on the outside, 
though Oregon State still hopes tackle Ben Siegert and end 
Joe Rudolph put past off-field problems behind them and 
become major contributors. In the secondary, the question is 
whether cornerbacks Keenan Lewis and Brandon Hughes can 
produce. If they don't, junior college transfer Coye Francies 
will be asked to upgrade the position. 

SPECIAL TEAMS All-league kicker Alexis Serna made 23 of 
28 field goals and won the Lou Groza Award last season. The 
only problem is he might have to be the team’s top offensive 
weapon again this year. The Beavers must replace departed 
all-league punter Sam Paulescu, and the leading candidate to 
win the job is freshman Kyle Loomis. The Beavers could use a 
boost in the return game. 

COACHING STAFF Mike Riley took some heat last year for 
the team’s 5-6 record, and he could use a bounce-back season. 
The only change on Riley's staff was the addition of Joe 
Seumalo as defensive line coach, which allows Greg Newhouse 
to return to linebackers. 

BOTTOM LINE The Beavers need a better performance at 
quarterback, and the offense must be highly productive, 
particularly early in the season while the defense is remod- 
eled with the infusion of new starters. With a 13-game sched- 
ule, Oregon State probably will need to win a nonleague road 
game at Boise State or Hawaii to forge a winning record. 
That's doable, but an upper-tier finish in the conference looks 
out of reach again. —Bob Clark 


Pos, No, Name RW 
WR 19 Sammie Stroughter 60 183 Jr. 
16 Marcellove 60.189 St. 
UT 61 Adam Koets 6-6 299 Sr. 
___16 _ Tavita Thompson 66 325 So. 
LG 62 Jeremy Perry 62 313 So. 
66 AndyLevitre 63 334 So. 
C 75 Kyle DeVan 62 296 Jr. 
_ 51 Adam Speer 63282 S0._ 

RG 67 Roy Schuening 6-4 315 Jr. 
___ 66 Andy Levitre _ ___ 63 334. So. 

RT 69 Josh Linehan 6-5 315 Sr. 
___ 76 Tavita Thompson 66 325 So. 

TE 89 Joe Newton 6-7 252 Sr. 
___ 87_Jason Vandiver 64 266 St 
WR 2 Ruben Jackson 511 200 Sr. 
____ 88 AnthonyCrosby == 60-200 Fr. 
QB 8 Matt Moore 6-4 193 Sr 
5 SeanCanfield 64228 Fr. 

RB 26 Yvenson Bernard 5-9 202 Jr. 
22 Clinton Polk 6-2 220 Jr 
SB 17 Anthony Wheat-Brown 6-1 223 Jr. 
82 Brandon Powers 62 215 Jr 

K 13 Alexis Serna” 5-8 162 Jr. 
KR 19 Sammie Stroughter 6-0 183 Jr. 
ie SS eM 
Pos. No. Name _ Ht Wt. Ch 
LE 27 Joe Lemma 6-3 257 Sr. 
____95 Joe Rudulph 65 256 Jr 
tT 97 Ben Siegert 6-4 294 Sr. 
77 Pernell Booth 61 309 So. 


RT 98 Curtis Coker 61 307 Jn 


___96 _ William Aka‘ola Vea 62 268 Jr 
RE 49 Jeff Van Orsow 6-4 267 Jr. 
__93_Doriansmith 63. 250_ Jr. 
SLB 45 Derrick Doggett 63 208 Jr. 
1___ Dennis Christopher 61 214 So. 


MLB 43 Alan Darlin 61 257 Jr. 
41 Jared Cornell = 4245S 
WLB 44 Joey LaRocque 6-4 235 Jr. 
__ 12 __ Isaiah Cook 62 216 So. 


LCB 6 Keenan Lewis 6-1 191 So. 


___5__ Gerard Lawson SM 192 Jr 
SS 24 Sabby Piscitelli 6-3 226 Sr. 
___39_ Danie! Drayton_ 540.205 Jr. 
FS 9 Al Afalava 5-11 198 So. 
___ 23 Bryan Payton 6-2 214 So. 
RCB 36 Brandon Hughes 5-11 178 So, 
40 Coye Francies B. 61 176 Jr 
P18 ~— Kyle Loomis 63 185 Fr. 
PR 19 Sammie Stroughter 6-0 183 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 


Sept.2 at Oregon 
Sept.9 at San Jose State 
Sept. 16 Navy 

Sept. 23 Washington State 
Sept. 30 at UCLA 

Oct.7 mat Notre Dame 
Oct.14 Arizona 

Oct. 21 at Arizona State 
Nov.4 USC 

Nov. 11 at Washington 
Nov.18  @Oregon State 
Dec.2 at California 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


CARDINAL 
DATA 

Stadium: Stanford (grass, 50,000) 
Site: Stanford, Calif. 

Coach: Walt Harris (5-6, 1 year; 
68-74 overall, 12 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Walt Harris (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

A.J. Christoff (Ist year, 4th at * 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Pro set, 
multiple 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 and 3-4 
Last league title won: 1999 
Last bow! appearance: 2001 
2005 record: 5-6, 4-4/T4th 
Pac-10 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Jason Evans 

(72 att., 248 yards, 1 TD) 
Passing: Trent Edwards 
(168-268-7, 1,934 yards, 17 TDs) 
Receiving: Mark Bradford 

(37 rec., 609 yards, 6 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Navy W, 41-38 

UC Davis L, 20-17 
Oregon L, 44-20 

at Washington State W, 24-21 

at Arizona W, 20-16 
Arizona State W, 45-35 
UCLA L, 30-27 (0T) 
at USC L, 51-21 

at Oregon State W, 20-17 
California L, 27-3 
Notre Dame L, 38-31 
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9. STANFORD 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY It’s hard to believe Stanford will 
be more pass-oriented than it was last season, when it gained 
more than 70 percent of its yards through the air. But it’s pos- 
sible because of a proven quarterback, better receivers and a 
still questionable running game. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Cardinal returns 10 starters, 
and that doesn't count wide receiver Evan Moore, who was 
injured in the opener last season. He and Mark Bradford offer 
a nice pair of options for Trent Edwards, who completed 62.7 
percent of his passes last season. Moore's return gives Stanford 
a solid threat on both sides of the field. Such a setup will 
stretch defenses that last season weren't worried about the 
running game and concentrated on defending short passing 
routes. The running game has to be better than last year, when 
no Stanford player gained more than 250 yards on the ground. 
Converted receiver Anthony Kimble should be more comfort- 
able in the backfield, and freshman Toby Gerhart will be given 
every opportunity to play immediately. The line returns intact, 
and tackle Allen Smith and guard Alex Fletcher showed prom- 
ise in their first seasons as starters. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Cardinal played to its 
strengths last season—a standout nose tackle and great depth 
at linebacker—with a switch to the 3-4 front. Stanford 
employs a different defense than most Pac-10 teams play, so 
opponents have to adjust. A change at coordinator won't alter 
the basic setup, though some key personnel losses could 
impact its effectiveness. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The linebackers again will have to 
be the standouts. Michael Okwo and Mike Silva have starting 
experience, so it may be a matter of deciding who plays best 
in what spot and getting the group to jell. The secondary also 
returns three starters, but it allowed opponents 8.1 yards per 
passing attempt in 2005. The best of the group is strong 
safety Brandon Harrison, and cornerback Nick Sanchez has 
improved, Sanchez is Stanford's top returning tackler. Udeme 
Udofia is a quick force at one end spot. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The big challenge is replacing T.J. Rushing, 
who had two kickoff returns for touchdowns last season and 
averaged 9,1 yards on punt returns. He handled 35 of the 68 
punts or kickoffs returned by Stanford last season. The 
Cardinal also will have a new kicker, but punter Jay Ottovegio, 
who averaged 40.6 yards in 2008, will return. 

COACHING STAFF A year after putting together his first 
staff, Walt Harris had to replace much of it. He went for famil- 
iarity, most notably with A.J. Christoff brought back to coordi- 
nate the defense. Also new is Jeff Hammerschmidt, who will 
coach outside linebackers and coordinate special teams. On 
offense, Harris brought back Buzz Preston to handle the run- 
ning backs and hired Doug Sams, recently let go as head 
coach at Northern Michigan, to instruct the tackles and tight 
ends. 

BOTTOM LINE Matching last season will be an accomplish- 
ment for the Cardinal. The hope is that a remodeled stadium, 
reducing capacity to about 50,000, will provide a home-field 
advantage that has been missing for years. The Cardinal also 


needs stability in its coaching staff to make inroads in recruit- 


ing and to bring the talent up to Pac-10 level. —Bob Clark 


Edwards 


Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Ch 
WR 8 — Evan Moore GL” 235256 
_ 88 Michael Miller 61 195 Sr 
UW 67 = Allen Smith 6-4 300 Jr. 
16 Ben Muth 6-6 285 Jr 
LG 59 Josiah Vinson 6-4 315 Sr. 
____179 _|smail Simpson 64 305 Sr 
C 62 Tim Mattran 6-5 295 Sr. 
___ 69 Preston Clover 64 290 Sr 
RG 60 Alex Fletcher 6-4 295 Jr. 
72 MikalBrewer  =—'/-—s 3-295 Sr. 
RT 70 Jeff Edwards 6°6 290 Sr. 
__ 63 Chris Marinelli 67 305 So. 
TE 87 Matt Traverso 6-4 250 Sr. 
___ 82 _ Patrick Danahy 4 240 Sr 
WR 4 Mark Bradford 6-2 200 Sr. 
36 Keltonlyyn  =—s—'/§-§s« 2 190s 
0B 5 Trent Edwards” 6-4 220 Sr. 
__13__ TC. Ostrander_ 63 215 Sr 
RB 26 Anthony Kimble 61 195 Jr. 
___ 34 Ray Jones 60 210d 
FB 39 Nick Frank 6-2 260 Sr. 
32 Emeka Nnoli 61 235 Sr 
K 39 Aaron Zagory 60 165 Jr. 


KR 30 Marcus McCutcheon 6-0 200 Sr. 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
E— 91 Pannel Egboh 6-6 260 Jr. 
95 ChrisHorn 5270S. 
T ~ 54 Ekom Udofia 62 335 So. 


__14 James McGillicuddy __ 64285 So. 


T 93 Matt Kopa 6-6 270 So. 
____ 65 Gustav Rydstedt 6-3 290 Jr 
E 90 Udeme Udofia 6-4 240 Sr. 
___ 99 _ Will Powers 64 230 So. 
OLB 48 Mike Silva 6-2 225 Sr. 
51 FredCampbell =  —- 6-1._—-220- So. 
MLB 55 Michael Okwo 6-0 220 Sr. 
28 _ Peter Griffin 6-0 215 Sr 
OLB 57 Clinton Snyder 6-4 215 So. 
___97__ Emmanuel Awofadeju 6-4 240 Sr. 
CB 2 _~ Nick Sanchez 6-0 185 Sr. 
40 kris Evans 60 15 So. 
SS 23 Brandon Harrison 62 210 Sr. 
___ 6 _ David Lofton 6-4 220 Sr 
FS 24 Trevor Hooper 6-1 205 Sr. 
___ 38 Bo McNally 6-0 205 So. 
CB 14 ~‘TimSims 5-1 190 Sr. 
WT CarlosMcFall SM 200 dr 
P 27 Jay Ottovegio 6-0 195 Sr. 
PR 2 Nick Sanchez 6-0 185 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 San Jose State 
Sept.9 mat Oklahoma 
Sept. 16 Fresno State 
Sept. 23 AUCLA 

Sept. 30 at Arizona 
Oct.7 at USC 

Oct.14 Oregon State 
Oct.21 at California 
Oct.28 Arizona State 
Nov.4 at Oregon 

Nov. 11 Stanford 

Nov.18  @at Washington State 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


HUSKIES DATA 
Stadium: Husky (artificial, 
72,500) 

Site: Seattle 

Coach: Tyrone Willingham (2-9, 
1 year; 67-60-1 overall, 11 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Tim Lappano (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Kent Baer (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2000 
(tie) 

Last bowl appearance: 2002 
2005 record: 2-9, 1-7/T9th 
Pac-10 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Louis Rankin 

(104 att., 485 yards, 1 TD) 
Passing: Isaiah Stanback 
(143-264-6, 2,136 yards, 9 TDs) 
Receiving: Sonny Shackelford 
(41 rec., 592 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Air Force L, 20-17 
California L, 56-17 
Idaho W, 34-6 
Notre Dame L, 36-17 
at UCLA L, 21-17 
at Oregon L, 45-21 
USC L, 51-24 
at Arizona State L, 44-20 
Oregon State L, 18-10 
at Arizona W, 38-14 
Washington State L, 26-22 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Not much changes with Tyrone 
Willingham, who likes a ball-control offense that includes 
high-percentage short passes. The problem last year was the 
Huskies couldn't keep control of the football. They ended up 
with almost a 6-minute disadvantage in time of possession. 
The challenge this year will be to improve that. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Isaiah Stanback started all 11 
games at quarterback last season and accumulated the 10th- 
best total offensive season ever at Washington. There still 
seems a question about whether he can hold off two 
players returning from injuries, Johnny DuRocher and Carl 
Bonnell, or even high school sensation Jake Locker. Similarly, 
past starters Louis Rankin and Kenny James will be pressed 
at tailback by J.R. Hasty. The Huskies return their top 
receiver, Sonny Shackelford, but No. 2 receiver and deep 
threat Craig Chambers transferred. The return of two wide 
receivers from injury—Corey Williams (wrist) and Quintin 
Daniels (foot and knee)—will help, but the line has only one 
returning starter: guard Stanley Daniels. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Washington would like its stan- 
dard 4-3 to be strong against the run and contain the passing 
game. But opponents completed 66.8 percent of their passes 
and converted 45 percent of their third downs last season. A 
better pass rush and a healthier secondary are expected to 
improve those numbers. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Donny Mateaki gives the Huskies 
someone to build their line around. He has played end in the 
past, but he might move to tackle because end Greyson 
Gunheim also returns and the team added transfer Anthony 
Atkins at end. The return of nose tackle Jordan White-Frisbee 
from injury adds more depth and talent. Linebacker Scott 
White has started 20 games over the past two seasons, but 
two other spots need to be filled. One might go to Trenton 
Tuiasosopo, who missed last season with an injury. A slew of 
injuries last season opened opportunities in the secondary, so 
seven players return with starting experience. Free safety 
Dashon Goldson and strong safety C.J. Wallace both recorded 
at least 80 tackles, but Goldson likely will move to 
cornerback. Matt Fountaine and Roy Lewis and a host of chal- 
lengers, including transfer Jordan Murchison, will compete for 
the other spot. And a free safety must be found. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The return of punter Sean Douglas is cru- 
cial. He averaged 42.6 yards last season and could benefit 
from the addition of long-snap specialist Danny Morovick. The 
Huskies will turn the kicking over to Michael Braunstein, who 
shared the duty two years ago and handled some kickoffs last 
season, or redshirt freshman Ryan Perkins. Washington didn't 
score on a kick or punt return last season and will have an 
open competition for jobs.. 

COACHING STAFF The only offseason change was hiring J.D. 
Williams away from Cal to coach the secondary. The rest of the 
staff is made up of former Willingham assistants at Notre Dame, 
former assistants under Dennis Erickson at Oregon State or with 
the 49ers and coaches with previous ties to Washington. 

BOTTOM LINE The Huskies will have to upset somebody to 
improve upon last year’s 2-9 mark. The non-league schedule 
includes Oklahoma and Fresno State, and there still are too 
many positions that fall significantly short of the talent and 
depth needed to compete in the Pac-10. —Bob Clark 


Pos. No. Name _ Ht. Wt. Cl 
WR 21 Sonny Shackelford 6-2 180 Sr. 
18 Corey Williams _ 62 190 Jr. 
LT 79 Ben Ossai 66 290 Fr. 

16 Nathan Flowers 63 335 So. 
(G 74 Stanley Daniels 6-4 310 Sr. 

_73__ Ryan Bush 62 285 So, 
C 63 Clay Walker 6-4 300 Sr. 
73 Ryan Bush 62285 So 
G 58 Juan Garcia 63 310 Sr. 
___54_ William Kava _ 63 275 Jr. 
RT 75 Chad Macklin 68 300 Jr. 
___10 Morgan Rosborough 66 390 Fr 
TE 88 Robert Lewis 6-5 230 Jr. 
___ 37 __ Johnie Kirton 63 280 So 
WR 5 Anthony Russo 5-11 185 Jr. 
29 Cody’Ellis 6-1 185 So. 
QB 4 Isaiah Stanback 6-3 205 Sr. 
—_M__CarlBonnell = 63200 
RB 9 Louis Rankin 6-0 195 Jr. 
__8 Kenny James 510.215 Sr. 
FB 43 Mark Palaita 5-10 240 Sr. 

32 Luke Kravitz 62 230 So. 
K 14° Michael Braunstein 58 185 Jr. 
KR 83 Marlon Wood 5-10 180 Jr. 


Pos, No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl 
E 91 Donny Mateaki 6-5 285 Sr. 
_ 92° Walt Winter 6-5 245 So. 
T 74 Wilson Afoa 6-3 290 Jr. 
95 JordanReffett 66295 Ir. 
T 77 Erick Lobos 63 300 Jr. 
94 Jordan White-Frisbee 6-6 335 So. 
E 7 Greyson Gunheim 6-4 240 Jr. 
___41_ Brandon Ala 63 245 Sr. 
LB 4 = Scott White 6-1 230 Sr. 
____34_ Dan Howell = 64 225 dr. 
LB. 47 ~—Tahj Bomar 62 215 Sr. 
20 Kyle Trew 62 220 Jr 
OLB 29 Chris Stevens 6-0 195 So. 
__ 22 _EJ. Savannah 62 25 Fr. 
CB 8 Dashon Goldson 6-2 195 Sr. 
6 _ Matt Fountaine 5-11 180 Sr. 
SS 1 C.J. Wallace 6-0 205 Sr. 
___15 _ Darin Harris 5-11 200 Jr. 
FS 3. Chris Hemphill 66 215 Jr. 
____ 23 _ Mesphin Forrester 62 185 So. 
CB 28 Roy Lewis 5-11 185 Jr. 
16 Jordan Murchison 6-0 184 Jr. 
P 17 Sean Douglas 6-1 215 Sr. 
PR 15 Alex Mercier 61 190 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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By Kirk Bouts, 
AusTIN AMERICAN" 
STATESMAN 


SCOUTIN 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


Nate Swift 
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Several teams 
are scrambling 
at quarterback 


Where have all the quar- 
terbacks gone? The league 
that gave us two Heisman 
Trophy-winning quarterbacks 
in the past five years and 
another Heisman runner-up 
last season might be firing 
blanks in 2006. 

Texas’ Vince Young would 
have been the odds-on 
favorite to win the Heisman 
this year had he not turned 
pro early. Texas A&M's Reggie 
McNeal, Missouri's Brad 
Smith and Texas Tech’s Cody 
Hodges also are gone—all 
were seniors. 

Six Big 12 teams—Texas, 
Texas A&M, Texas Tech, 
Colorado, Missouri and 
Kansas—will begin the sea- 
son with new quarterbacks, 
and Oklahoma State could 
make it seven. 

Even the veterans haven't 
been around for long. lowa 
State's Bret Meyer has start- 
ed only 24 games (winning 
14). Two with a year’s worth 
of experience are Nebraska's 
Zac Taylor, who finished 
strong in the Huskers’ bowl 
win over Michigan, and 
Oklahoma's Rhett Bomar. 


Ascending 

lowa State. The Cyclones 
were a clutch kicker away 
from representing the North 
Division in the past two Big 
12 title games. Even so, Dan 
McCarney has taken ISU to 
five bowl games in six sea- 
sons, something only four 
other Big 12 teams can 
match. With Meyer and ace 
receiver Todd Blythe among 
myriad returning starters on 
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offense, the ‘Clones are 
poised to take the next step. 


Descending 


Texas A&M. Fans are won- 


dering if the Aggies have hit 
rock bottom. A year after an 
encouraging 7-5 Cotton Bow! 
team, Dennis Franchione's 
program went south with its 
second losing record in three 
seasons. With a new quarter- 
back and a suspect defense 
that was worst in the nation 
against the pass last year, 
A&M's turnaround is going so 
slow, Fran needs a bounce- 
back year. A less than daunt- 
ing schedule that takes A&M 
out of the state just twice 
should help. 


Most underrated player 


Michael Griffin, SS, Texas. 


Safety Michael Huff, Griffin's 
teammate last year and the 
Thorpe Award winner, has 
christened Griffin as his heir 
apparent as the best defen- 


CONFERENCE 


sive back in college football. 
The hard-hitting Griffin has 
blocked six kicks and splat- 
tered more quarterbacks than 
anyone can count. He can 
cover and blitz and might be 
the most physical player in 
the league. 


Player who must step up 
Marlon Lucky, RB, 


Nebraska. Lucky is a wiry, grit- 


ty runner from Los Angeles 


whom the Cornhuskers took 
away from USC. His pass 
protection skills need big-time 
improvement. If he can't do it, 
Nebraska might look to Cody 
Glenn, a power back from tiny 
Rusk, Texas, who idolized Earl 
Campbell. 


Biggest shoes to fill 

Vince Young, QB, Texas. 
Good luck with this one. All 
Mack Brown has to do is find 
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someone to replace arguably 
the greatest player in school 
history. Brown probably won't 
decide on a QB until August, 
when redshirt freshman Colt 
McCoy and true freshman 
Jevan Snead continue 

their battle to become 

the starting quarterback. 
McCoy is a smart, accu- 

rate passer. Snead has 

one of the strongest 

arms in the league. 

Dusty Dvoracek, DT, 
Oklahoma. This guy was a 
force in the Sooners’ 
front, almost unblockable 
at times. His 18 tackles 
for a loss ranked No. 1 
among the nation’s interi- 
or defensive linemen. Carl 
Pendleton, Cory Bennett and 
Steven Coleman, all of whom 
have played, are candidates to 
plug this hole, as is redshirt 
freshman DeMarcus Granger. 


Newcomers to watch 
Tyson DeVree, TE, 
Colorado. With the loss of Joe 
Klopfenstein, the Buffaloes 


need an instant replacement. 
DeVree arrives from Western 
Michigan, where he caught 25 


passes for 218 yards and three 
touchdowns, and brings much- 
needed experience. New coach 


Dan Hawkins might use a tag- 
team approach with DeVree 
and Steve Fendry from the 
big-school state champion at 
Castle Rock. 

Sergio Kindle, LB, Texas. 
The Longhorns didn't have 
spectacular play at the posi- 
tion last season and wel- 
comed the spring-semester 
arrival of Kindle, a speedy, 


blue-chip recruit. Kindle has 
the size and the mind-set to 
deliver high-impact collisions 
and might even force his way 
on the field as a short-yardage 
running back. He could be the 
next Derrick Johnson. 

Brandon Walker, OT, 
Oklahoma. The junior college 
transfer comes with a bigger 
billing than any of the 
Sooners’ recruits and picked 
OU over Florida State. Walker 
should become an instant 
starter in a line that needs 
help and needs it fast. 


Best bets 

Under Hawkins, who loves 
gadget plays and other trickery, 
Colorado will pull a Mike Leach 
and go for it on a fourth-and-1 
inside its own 30. Short of that, 
Hawkins is making noise about 
letting Mason Crosby, the 
nation’s premier kicker, try a 
70-yarder. ... A year after win- 
ning a national title, Brown will 
get skewered if he falls to 
Oklahoma for the sixth 
time in seven years, 
and critics will suggest 
it was Young who 
saved Brown last year. 
... Sooners thorough- 
bred Adrian Peterson 
will get hurt at some 
point because of how 
hard he runs. Because 
of that and a suspect 
offensive line, he will 
not win the Heisman 
Trophy. But he will turn 
pro early. ... Texas Tech will 
have three receivers catch 70 
passes each. ... lowa State will 
face a crucial field-goal situa- 
tion in the final minutes, and 
McCarney will get a bad case of 
heartburn. ... A&M will have a 
running back controversy with 
senior Courtney Lewis, sopho- 
more Jovorskie Lane and fresh- 
man Michael Goodson. TSN 
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Pos.Name, school Ht Wt. CL 
WR Todd Blythe, lowa State 6-5 208 Jr. 
WR Joel Filani, Texas Tech 6-3 222 Sr. 
TE Matt Herian, Nebraska 65 245 Sr. 
T Justin Blalock, Texas 6-4 335 Sr. 
T Corey Hilliard, Oklahoma State 6-5 310 Sr. 
G Kasey Studdard, Texas 6-3 305 Sr. 
G Manuel Ramirez, Texas Tech 6-4 328 Sr. 
C Mark Fenton, Colorado 6-4 295 Sr. 
QB Bret Meyer, lowa State 63 208 Jr. 
RB Adrian Peterson, Oklahoma 62 218 Jr. 
RB Jamaal Charles, Texas 61 190 So. 
E C.J. Ah You, Oklahoma 6-4 272 Sr. 
E Tim Crowder, Texas 6-4 270 Sr. 
T Frank Okam, Texas 65 315 Jr. 
T _ Red Bryant, Texas A&M 6-4 330 Jr. 
LB Rufus Alexander, Oklahoma 6-1 231 Sr. 
LB Justin Warren, Texas A&M 6-3 245 Sr. 
LB Thaddaeus Washington, Colorado 5-11 240 Sr. 
CB Tarell Brown, Texas 6-0 200 Sr. 
CB DeAndre Jackson, lowa State 60 192 Sr. 
S_ Michael Griffin, Texas 6-0 205 Sr. 
S Jerome Kemp, Kansas 5-10 200 Sr. 
K Mason Crosby, Colorado 6-2 210 Sr. 
P Daniel Sepulveda, Baylor 63 227 Sr. 
KR Aaron Ross, Texas 6-1 192° Sr. 
Offense: Adrian Peterson, RB, Oklahoma 

Defense: Rufus Alexander, LB, Oklahoma 

Pos.Name, school __ Ht. Wt. Cl 
WR Malcolm Kelly, Oklahoma 6-4 204 So. 
WR Limas Sweed, Texas 6-5 219 Jr. 
TE Martin Rucker, Missouri 6-5 245 Jr. 
T Tony Hills, Texas 6-6 295 Jr. 
T Aaron Brant, lowa State 67 320 Sr. 
G Bob Whitaker, Kansas 6-5 317 Sr. 
G Brian Daniels, Colorado 6-4 300 Sr. 
€ Adam Spieker, Missouri 6-2 310 Jr. 
QB Rhett Bomar, Oklahoma 62 215 So. 
RB Mike Hamilton, Oklahoma State 61 215 So. 
RB Hugh Charles, Colorado 5-8 185 Jr. 
E Adam Carriker, Nebraska 6-6 295 Sr. 
E Brian Smith, Missouri 6-4 230 Sr. 
T Brent Curvey, lowa State 6-0 305 Sr. 
T Quintin Echols, Kansas State 6-2 305 Sr. 
LB Corey McKeon, Nebraska 61 225 Jr. 
LB Fletcher Session, Texas Tech 6-0 232 Sr. 
LB Brandon Archer, Kansas State 6-2 230 Sr. 
CB C.J. Wilson, Baylor 61 195 Sr. 
CB D.J. Wolfe, Oklahoma 5-11 196 Jr. 
S J.J. Billingsley, Colorado 5-1 185 Sr. 
S David Overstreet, Missouri 6-0 210 Sr. 
K Alex Trlica, Texas Tech 5-1 72 Jr. 
P Kyle Tucker, Kansas 62 205 Jr. 
KR Stephone Robinson, Colorado 5-9 185 Jr. 


Offense: Graham Harrell, QB, Texas Tech 
Defense: Gerald McCoy, T, Oklahoma 
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GAMES TO WATCH 
® Ohio State at Texas, Sept. 9 

In a rematch of last season's classic in 
Columbus, the Longhorns try to launch their 
national championship defense against Troy 
Smith and a depleted Buckeyes defense. 

@ Nebraska at USC, Sept. 16 

They once were Tailback U and U2. Now both 
teams will go to the air often in what will be 
an early measuring stick for the Cornhuskers. 
® Oklahoma at Oregon, Sept. 16 

This is the Sooners’ second matchup with the 
Ducks in their last four games and third in 
three years as Oklahoma goes for the sweep. 
® Colorado at Georgia, Sept. 23 

It's these schools’ first meeting. We'll hedge 
our bet until after we see if Colorado can get 
by in-state rival Colorado State for the fourth 
year in a row. 

© Texas vs. Oklahoma at Dallas, Oct. 7 

Can Mack Brown begin a string of his own 
against OU and Bob Stoops? 

® Texas at Nebraska, Oct. 21 

Brown's Longhorns have won in his last two 
trips to Lincoln, but he had Ricky Williams 
and Cedric Benson in those. 

@ Texas Tech at lowa State, Oct. 21 

The Cyclones will try to play keepaway from 
Mike Leach’s pass-happy Raiders. Translation: 
plenty of Stevie Hicks. 

@ Texas A&M at Baylor, Oct. 28 

If Dennis Franchione can't establish that his 
Aggies program is the best one on the Brazos 
River, how's he ever going to rule the Big 12? 
@ lowa State at Colorado, Nov. 11 

So does Dan McCarney kick the decisive field 
goal himself, call Bobby Bowden for advice or 
sweat out another pressure kick? 

@ Texas A&M at Texas, Nov. 24 

This could be Coach Fran's final game if A&M 
doesn't have a turnaround season. 

© Dream schedule 

No one has a softer non-league schedule 
than Texas A&M, which can pencil in four 
easy wins with games against The Citadel, 
Louisiana-Lafayette, Army (in Aggies-friendly 
San Antonio) and Louisiana Tech. 

@ Nightmare schedule 

Colorado, as usual. In Dan Hawkins’ first 
season, the Buffs face in-state rival Colorado 
State in Denver, dangerous and explosive 
Arizona State at home and defending SEC 
champ Georgia on the road. In league play, 
the Buffs go to Oklahoma and Nebraska. 

® Bowl bound 

Texas, Oklahoma, Texas Tech, Nebraska and 
lowa State seem assured of postseason 
berths. Texas A&M should qualify with a 
schedule that would embarrass the Harlem 
Globetrotters. That leaves two spots, 
possibly for Missouri and Kansas. 
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RANKING THE PLAYERS 


By Rivats.com 

Player, position Ht./wt. Hometown/Previous school College 
1. Gerald McCoy, OT 6-4/305 Oklahoma City, Okla./Southeast Oklahoma 
2. Sergio Kindle, LB 6-4/225 Dallas/Woodrow Wilson Texas 

3. Eddie Jones, DE 6-3/240 Kilgore, Texas/Kilgore Texas 

4. Andre Jones, DB 6-0/192 Ft. Walton Beach, Fla./Fresno City College (Calif) Nebraska 
5. Mike Goodson, RB 6-0/205 Klein, Texas/Collins Texas A&M 
6. Jermaine Gresham, TE 6-7/230 Ardmore, Okla./Ardmore Oklahoma 
7. DeMarco Murray, RB 6-0/183 Las Vegas/Bishop Gorman Oklahoma 
8. Adron Tennell, WR 6-5/195 Irving, Texas/Irving Oklahoma 
9. Chykie Brown, DB 6-1/180 Houston/North Shore Texas 

10. Vondrell McGee, RB 5-10/180 Longview, Texas/Longview Texas 

fl. Jevan Snead, OB 6-3/215 Stephenville, Texas/Stephenville Texas 

12. Kenny WilSon, RB 6-0/220 Liberal, Kan./Butler County C.C. (Kan.) Nebraska 
13. J'Marcus Webb, OL 6-8/280 Mesquite, Texas/North Mesquite Texas 

14. Deon Beasley, WR/DB 5-10/168 Orange, Texas/West Orange Stark Texas 

15. James Johnson, RB 5-11/200 Port Arthur, Texas/Blinn College (Texas) Kansas State 
16. Ofa Mohetau, OL 6-3/340 Euless, Texas/College of the Sequoias (Calif) Texas Tech 
17. Anthony Lewis, LB 6-3/225 Haltom City, Texas/Haltom Texas A&M 
18. Lamarr Houston, DE 6-2/257 Colorado Springs, Colo./Doherty Texas 

19. Jared Norton, LB 6-3/236 Rowlett, Texas/Rowlett Texas 

20. Josh Freeman, 0B 6-6/230 Kansas City, Mo./Grandview Kansas State 


NOTEBOOK Texas landed six of the top 10 players in its state and nine of the top 100 


players in the nation. LB Sergio Kindle and DE Eddie Jones are two of the nation’s top defenders. QB Jevan 
Snead participated in spring practice. ... Oklahoma signed 


DT Gerald McCoy-the country’s No. 4 player-from its back RANKING THE TEAMS 
; 1, Texas 7. Kansas 
yard. OU also landed in-state star TE Jermaine Gresham. ... 2. Oklah Bi Kansas State 
Nebraska leaned heavily on the junior college ranks. CB Andre 2" s = ae ese 
Jones and WR Maurice Purify should compete for starting 4. x a 3 Stat \ 0. ie ae 
spots. ... Oklahoma State's class included talent from Texas. a Rr bee eee 
5. Texas A&M 11. lowa State 


CB Terrance Anderson and DE Ugo Chinasa are impact 
players. ... Texas A&M finished strong by picking up Houston 
RB Michael Goodson. ... DB Anthony Webb is expected to 
play a big role for Kansas. ... Missouri picked up six DBs and top in-state WR Jeremy Maclin. ... Baylor landed 
New Orleans WR Ernest Smith after Hurricane Katrina forced him to Texas. —John Talman, Rivals.com 


6. Texas Tech 12. Baylor 


RETURNING LEADERS 


RUSHING Player, school, class tt. Yds. Avg. Long 1D YPG NCAArk. 
1, Adrian Peterson, Oklahoma, Jr. : bes 1108 5.0 84 14 1007 33 

2. Mike Hamilton, Oklahoma State, So. 1 193 961 5.0 83 1 87.4 45 

3. Courtney Lewis, Texas A&M, Sr. 9 109 723 6.6 73 7 80.3 55 

4. Thomas Clayton, Kansas State, Sr. 9 137 637 46 80 4 70.8 72 

5. Jamaal Charles, Texas, So. 13 19 878 74 80 i] 67.5 78 
PASSING Player, school, class G Comp Att. Pct. Int. Yds. Yds./att. TD Rating NCAArk. 
1, Bret Meyer, lowa State, Jr. 2 227 #4368 86617 10 2,876 78 19 138.9 29 

2 Shawn Bell, Baylor, Sr. 1 199 320 594 6 1,964 6.1 2 119.6 68 

3. Zac Taylor, Nebraska, Sr. 2 237 430 551 12 2,653 6.2 9 ~=115.9 73 

4. Rhett Bomar, Oklahoma, So. 2 67 «308 542 10 2,018 6.6 10 = 113.5 79 

5. Allan Evridge, Kansas State, So. CEG ay tiene 1A jet a A) 64 6 104.4 1 
RECEIVING Player, school, class G Rec, Yds, Long TD RPG YPR = YPG NCAA rk, 
1, Joel Filani, Texas Tech, Sr. 2 65 1,048 62 8 54 16.1 87.3 29 

2. Todd Blythe, lowa State, Jr. ar 51 1,000 63 9 43 19.6 83.3 33 

3. Duan Woods, Oklahoma State, Sr. i} 56-879 49 8 51 15.7 19.9 7 

4, Robert Johnson, Texas Tech, Sr. 12 67 = s951 67 “ 5.6 14.2 79.3 4 

5. Jarrett Hicks, Texas Tech, Sr. i] 65 850 41 10 59 1B. 77.3 41 


== | NASCAR fans by chef Mario Batali 


a Mario Tailgates NASCAR Style by superstar chef and 
NASCAR fan Mario Batali is an officially licensed NASCAR 
3 tailgating cookbook. 
~<" With its easy recipes and clear, simple instructions, 


Mario Tailgates NASCAR Style will be the source for 
tailgating fans around the country. It features regional 
favorites and classic grilling recipes on which Mario 
has put his signature spin. Written with Mario’s usual 
wit and candor, and punctuated with racing lore, this 
book will allow everyone to cook great-tasting food 
with ease and have the folks tailgating next to you 
longing for leftovers. 


Convenient lay-flat format 
Size: 6%" X 8%", 208 pages 


LIBRARY il Item #846 


A part of the (NASCAR 


Available Now! NASCAR Library I /= 


Collection 


LIBRARY 


COLLECTION 


Dept. O6GCFA _ Also available at: 


sportingnews.com/books 
To order by mail: Send check or money order to: The Sporting News, Attn: Book Dept. O6CFA, 


P.0. Box 11229, Des Moines, IA 50340. Or fax your order to 515-699-3738 Dept. O6CFA. Shipping and 


handling: All U.S. and Canadian orders shipped via UPS or USPS. No P.O. Boxes please. Charges: For ean J —. \- comes, 
U.S. orders, $3.95 for first book, $1.95 for each additional book. For Canadian orders, $6.95 for first yal f Vv f i| 1 qi! 184 | aA NS 
book, $1.95 for each additional book. International rates available upon request. x _— . ye NOW DS 


NASCAR and NASCAR Library Collection are registered trademarks of the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc. ‘BOOKS 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 2 Louisiana Tech 
Sept.9 Nicholls State 
Sept.16 mat USC 

Sept. 23 Troy 

Sept. 30 Kansas 

Oct.7  @at lowa State 
Oct.14 at Kansas State 
Oct. 21 Texas 

Oct. 28 at Oklahoma State © 
Nov.4 Missouri 

Nov. 11 A at Texas A&M 
Nov. 24  Colorado* 
*Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


CORNHUSKERS 
DATA 


Stadium: Memorial (artificial, 
80,000+) 

Site: Lincoln, Neb. 

Coach: Bill Callahan (13-10, 2 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Jay Norvell (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Kevin Cosgrove (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: West Coast 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1999 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 8-4, 4-4/T2nd 
Big 12 North 


2005 RESULTS 
Maine W, 25-7 
Wake Forest W, 31-3 

Pitt W, 7-6 

lowa State W, 27-20 (201) 
Texas Tech L, 34-31 

at Baylor W, 23-14 

at Missouri L, 41-24 
Oklahoma L, 31-24 

at Kansas L, 40-15 
Kansas State W, 27-25 

at Colorado W, 30-3 
Michigan* W, 32-28 
*Alamo Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: T Seppo Evwaraye, 

G Brandon Koch, RB Cory Ross 
Defense: T Titus Adams, S Daniel 
Bullocks, P Sam Koch, NT Le Kevin 
Smith, S Blake Tiedtke 
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NORTH DIVISION 


Scourine Reports By Tom Suaret, Oma Worto-HERALo 


|. NEBRASKA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach 
Bill Callahan expects the team 
finally will hit its stride in its third 
year of the running his West Coast 
offense. Quarterback Zac Taylor 
has a year under his belt and 
showed signs of clicking in the 
scheme at the end of last season. 
If Matt Herian, a talented tight 
end/H-Back, can be half of what 
he was before breaking his leg in 
2004, the offense will have a new 
dimension. It's hard to predict how 
much of an impact new tight ends 
coach Shawn Watson will have on 
the offense. He was the offensive 
coordinator at Colorado, which has 
won three Big 12 North titles with 
a passing game that emphasized 
the tight ends. 

SKILL POSITIONS Taylor is a 
big reason for optimism at 
Nebraska; he set numerous sin- 
gle-season passing records in his 
first year. Taylor spent much of 
the fall getting pummeled in and 
around the pocket but never 
blamed his line and took good 
care of the ball. Armed with a 
better line, a playmaking tight 
end and more athletic ability at 
receiver, Taylor is set for a big 
season. The starting running back 
spot is up for grabs. Much is 
expected out of Marlon Lucky, 
whom the Huskers plucked away 
from Southern California a year 
ago. But Lucky was battling Cody 
Glenn and Leon Jackson in the 
spring, and some think junior col- 
lege transfer Kenny Wilson might 
win the job. Glenn, a bruiser who 
played in short-yardage situa- 
tions in 2005, slimmed down in 
the offseason and looks like the 
best every-down back. Nebraska 
found two solid playmakers at 
receiver in Nate Swift and 
Terrence Nunn last season, Now 
all eyes will be on newcomers 
Tyrell Spain and Maurice Purify. If 
Herian, who had the speed of a 
wide receiver before he broke his 
leg, is healthy, he will be the best 
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tight end in the Big 12 and an 
All-American candidate. 
OFFENSIVE LINE This unit strug- 
gled because of youth and injuries 
last season. But by the end of the 
season, young tackles Chris 
Patrick, Matt Slauson and Lydon 
Murtha had started to blossom. 
The signing of Victory Haines 
might allow the team to move 
Slauson from right tackle to right 
guard, with Patrick starting at 
right tackle. Kurt Mann is a solid 
center. This unit won't be.up to the 


standards of the Nebraska glory 
years, but the pass protection 
should be significantly better. 
DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Kevin Cosgrove 
redeemed himself in 2005 after a 
tough first season. The Blackshirts 
became a force again, leading the 
nation with SO sacks and carrying 


. the team in several games. With 


four terrific linebackers back, 
Cosgrove might use a 3-4-scheme 
at times. 

FRONT SEVEN The Huskers’ 


BIG 12 


A Big 12 coach says ... 


improved dramatically last 
season. Freshman kicker 
Jordan Congdon beat Kansas 


RUSHING . » Avg. TD State as time ran out, and 
Cody Glenn - - Nebraska became a threat on 
Marlon Lucky S unt returns again with 
PASSING Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD eis and A sharing DaPTH CHART 
ye  pmmemee yee neo time. The problem isat_ Bb Mo Name 
Nate Swat “2 punter; reliable Sam Koch is WR 87 Nate Swift 6-2 195 So. 
ieernan 71s gone. One of Callahan's goals 7 FrantzHardy 6180 
is to find an answer for the UT 54 Chris Patrick 6-4 290 Jr. 
Frantz Hardy 14.0 “sky kicks’—kickoffs that fell 76 Lydon Murtha 6-7 315 So. 
Grant Mulkey 10.4 By ema iet ee 1G 65 Greg Austin 61 290 Sr. 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS Avg. at the 20 and were all but 62 Andy Christensen 63 300 So. 
Cortney Grixby 10.4 impossible to return—oppo- C 50 Kurt Mann 6-4 290 Sr, 
Marlon Lucky 20.9 nents used last season. ___ 8 Jordan Picou 62 300 Jt 
Terrence Nunn 18.3 COACHING STAFF Funny RG 61 Mike Huff 6-4 305 So. 
KICKING XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. what victories over Colorado ce iy Cos saison SSO 
out ; RT 70 Matt Slauson 6-5 335 So. 
Jordan Congdon 31 32.~CO9 2388 and Michigan will do for a Carl Nicks* 65° 325 Fr. 
TACKLES Solo Assists Total TFL/Yds. guy's image. Callahan was on TE {1 Matt Herian 6-5 245 Sr. 
Corey McKeon 61 37 98 the ropes after losing to 81 JoshMueller = 65260. 
Bo Ruud 41 39 Kansas, but a month later he WR 83 Terrence Nunn 6-0 185 So. 
Cortney Grixby was riding high off the ___ 17 _ Todd Peterson 64 210 So. 
Sacks: Adam Carriker (9.5) momentum of a big finish. QB 13 Zac Taylor 6-2 210 Sr. 
Interceptions: McKeon (3) The chemistry b h 8 JoeGanz 6-1 200 So. 
e chemistry between the RB 20 Marlon Lucky 60 210 So 
staff and the players improved 34 Cody Glenn 6-0 230 So 
last year. Those who accused FB 41 Dane Todd 5-1 235 Sr. 
front seven is as good as any Bradley and Bo Ruud on the Callahan and Co. of not being ___ 42 _ Matt Senske 63 240 Jr. 
team’s in the Big 12. Rush field together. McKeon made able to motivate college play- me + ae a Me . 


ends Adam Carriker, Jay 
Moore and Barry Turner 
remind folks of the days of 
Grant Wistrom and Trev 
Alberts. Carriker, who had 
9'/2 sacks in 2005, is an 
All-American candidate. 
Nebraska lost its tackles, but 
Barry Cryer and Ola 
Dagunduro and Ndamukong 
Suh played enough last sea- 
son that there shouldn't be a 
drop-off up front. The line- 
backers might be the best 
group in the league. Steve 
Octavien, who looked like he 
would be an impact junior 
college transfer a year ago on 
the weak side, broke his leg in 
the first quarter of the season 
opener. Octavien is healthy 
again, and now it's Cosgrove's 
problem to get Octavien, 
Corey McKeon, Stewart 


a huge leap in his first season 
as a starter in the middle. 

SECONDARY If there's a 
question about the defense, 
it’s at safety. After having 
playmakers there the past few 
years in Daniel and Josh 
Bullocks, the Huskers are 
turning to Tierre Green, who 
was recruited as a running 
back and played corner last 
season. Green is athletic 
enough to handle the 
demanding strong safety spot. 
However, Andrew Shanle, who 
rarely played last year, will 
have to prove himself at free 
safety. At cornerback, Zack 
Bowman became a lockdown 
player by the end of his first 
season. Cortney Grixby, the 
other corner, was honorable- 
mention All-Big 12. 

SPECIAL TEAMS This area 


ers had to eat their words. 
BOTTOM LINE Nebraska 
looks like the favorite to win 
the North Division, which 
would put the team in the 
Big 12 championship game for 
the first time since 1999. 
Yeah, it's hard to believe it has 
been that long. Health, partic- 
ularly at quarterback, is a key. 
Nebraska returns probably the 
top quarterback and defense in 
the North. The schedule is 
brutal, but the trip to USC on 
September 16 should prepare 


‘the Huskers for tough confer- 


ence games later in the sea- 
son. Nebraska might need to 
steal a tough road game or 
two to win the North, but this 
team now has the players— 
and coaching—to do it in 
what again looks like a wide- 
open division. 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
—E 44 Jay Moore 6-4 280 Sr. 
99 Barry Turner 63 250 So. 
T 54 Ola Dagunduro 62 300 Sr. 
___77__Ndamukong Suh _ 6-4 320 So, 
T 94° Barry Cryer 62 280 Sr. 
43. TySteinkuhler 63275. So, 
£— 90 Adam Carriker 6-6 295 Sr. 
__98 Zach Potter rao 
WLB 15 Steve Octavien 6-0 240 Jr. 
51 BoRud — 637-230) Jr 
MLB 13 Corey McKeon 6-1 225 Jr. 
38. Phillip Dilard 61250 So, 
SLB 34 Stewart Bradley 6-4 245 Sr. 
40 Lance Brandenburgh 6-1 230 Jr. 
CB 2 _ Cortney Grixby 5-9 170 Jr. 
____ Andre Jones* 60 192 Fr 
SS 30 Tierre Green 61 200 Jr. 
___ 46 __ Ben Eisenart 5-200 Jr. 
FS 8 Andrew Shanle 61 210 Sr. 
24 _ Brandon Rigoni 56 185 Sr. 
CB 14 = Zackary Bowman 6-2 195 Sr. 
__21_Titus Brothers SM 190. 
P 97 Dan Titchener 60 195 So. 
PR 2 Cortney Grixby 5-9 170 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Aug. 31 Toledo* 

Sept.9 UNLV 

Sept. 16 at lowa 

Sept. 23 at Texas 

Sept. 30 Northern lowa 
Oct.7 A Nebraska 
Oct.14 mat Oklahoma 
Oct.21 Texas Tech 
Oct.28 at Kansas State 
Nov.4 Kansas 

Nov. 11 at Colorado 
Nov.18  @ Missouri 
*Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


CYCLONES 
DATA 


Stadium: Jack Trice (grass, 50,000) 
Site: Ames, lowa 

Coach: Dan McCarney (52-77, 
Il years) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Barney Cotton (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

John Skladany (10th year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1912 
(Missouri Valley, tie) 

Last year not in a bowl: 2003 
2005 record: 7-5, 4-4/T2nd 
Big 12 North 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Stevie Hicks 

(149 att., 545 yards, 4 TDs) 
Passing: Bret Meyer 
(227-368-10, 2,876 yards, 19 TDs) 


Receiving: Todd Blythe 
(51 rec., 1,000 yards, 9 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Illinois State W, 32-21 
lowa W, 23-3 

at Army W, 28-21 

at Nebraska L, 27-20 (20T) 
Baylor. L, 23-13 

at Missouri L, 27-24 (OT) 
Oklahoma State _W, 37-10 

at Texas A&M W, 42-14 
Kansas State W, 45-17 
Colorado W, 30-16 

at Kansas L, 24-21 (OT) 
TCU* L, 27-24 
*Houston Bowl 


2. IOWA STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Cyclones have nine starters 
back on offense, but there is plenty to improve upon. The top 
priority is fixing a running game that ranked 96th in the 
nation last year, and the healthy return of running back Stevie 
Hicks will help. The Cyclones also committed six turnovers in 
the red zone, the most in the Big 12, and allowed a league- 
high 39 sacks. Expect the offense to get back to relying on its 
running game to set up the pass. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Hicks, who rushed for 1,062 yards 
in 2004, played injured most of the 2005 season; he had a 
hip flexor injury and a bad groin and ankle. He had only 545 
rushing yards but entered the spring healthy. So did reserve 
Jason Scales, who redshirted last season after suffering a 
knee injury. Hicks is a power back who can take the heat off of 
quarterback Bret Meyer, who threw for 2,876 yards and 19 
touchdowns with 10 interceptions last season. Fifty-one of his 
passes went to wide receiver Todd Blythe, a tall playmaker 
and All-American candidate. Blythe caught nine touchdown 
passes and is paired with Austin Flynn, a former quarterback 
who caught 56 passes. lowa State returns four starting line- 
men, including All-Big 12 center Scott Stephenson, who 
missed spring ball while recovering from shoulder surgery. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Cyclones were better on 
defense last year than they had been in decades, allowing 
19.2 points per game (the best since 1980) and leading the 
Big 12 in turnovers produced (35). But the task of building on 
all that took a hit when end Jason Berryman, an All-American 
candidate and probable NFL first-round pick, was booted off 
the team in January. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The loss of Berryman creates a 
huge hole in the Cyclones’ front seven. Tackle Brent Curvey, 
who had 61 tackles and 6'/2 sacks in 2005, will have to be 
the leader. He'll need help fram end Shawn Moorehead, a for- 
mer walk-on who started six games last year and had 5'/2 
sacks, Matt Robertson would have anchored the linebackers 
from the middle, but he was booted off the team for taking a 
banned substance. Left corner DeAndre Jackson is the lone 
returning starter in the secondary. And he's good. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The lack of a consistent kicker cost ISU 
again last season in its bitter regular season-ending loss at 
Kansas. The team had eight kickers in spring camp, led by Bret 
Culbertson, who has made 12 of 16 career field-goal attempts. 
Redshirt freshman Michael Brandtner will punt. Jackson 
ranked second in the league with 24.6 yards per punt return 
last season. 

COACHING STAFF Dan McCarney has rewarded his school's 
patience during some lean years by making it a perennial con- 
tender for a bow! spot. He and his staff must find a way to get 
this team over the hump and into the Big 12 title game. 

BOTTOM LINE Does someone in the Big 12 office not like 
lowa State? Every four years, the Cyclones have to visit 
Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas State and Colorado in the same sea- 
son. And this is the year. Add on a game at lowa and an open- 
er against Toledo, which won GMAC Bowl, and you have a 
tough slate. Still, if lowa State can beat Nebraska at home 
and steal a couple of those road games, this might be the year 
it wins the North. 


Pos. No. Name Ht, Wt. Cl. 
WR 5 RJ. Sumrall 61 195 So 
__ 82 Marquis Hamilton 63 217 Fr. 
tT 69 Scott Fisher 67 335 Sr. 
59 Landon Streit 6-5 305 Fr. 
LG 58 Seth Zehr 6-6 300 Sr. 
___70 Tom Schmeling — 63 290 So. 
C 63 Scott Stephenson 6-4 305 Sr. 
78 Bastian Schober 62 305 Jr 
RG 77 PaulFisher 67 325 Sr. 
_ 73 _ Reggie Stephens 64 315 Sr 
RT 75 Aaron Brant 6-7 320 Sr. 
___ 68 _John Tjaden 67 305 Jr 
TE 41 Ben Barkema 63 245 Jr. 
16 Walter Nickel 63 235 Sr 
WR 8 — Austin Flynn 6-1 200 Sr. 
20 Nick Campbell 6-2 200 Sr 

WR 1 Todd Blythe 6-5 210 Jr 
_ 9 Euseph Messiah 5-10 171 So. 
0B 7 Bret Meyer 6-3 208 Jr. 
10 __ Kyle Van Winkle 66. 27} Sr 
RB 27 Stevie Hicks 6-1 212 Sr. 
22 Jason Harris 5-11 201 So. 

K 37 Bret Culbertson 66 179 Jr 
KR 4 DeAndre Jackson 6-0 192 Sr. 


Pos. No. Name = Ht. Wt. Ci. 
E 47 Kurtis Taylor 63 250 Jr. 
___25 Nick Frere 62 240 So. 
T 93 Bryce Braaksma 6-4 260 Jr. 
95 Matt Berg 6-4 260 Fr 
T 52 Brent Curvey 6-0 305 Sr. 
94 Stephon Dale 63 255 Fr. 

E 40 Shawn Moorehead 6-4 250 Sr. 
__93 _ Travis Ferguson 6-5 245 So. 
WLB 15 = Alvin Bowen 6-4 220 Jr. 
__32__Josh Raven 51205 Fr 
MLB 17 ‘Tyrone McKenzie 6-2 230 So. 
__57__ Jesse Smith 6-0 230 Fr, 
SLB 10 Adam Carper 6-3 225 So. 
32_JoshRaven S205 Fr 
LCB 4 DeAndre Jackson 6-0 192 Sr. 
6 Chris Brown Se 180_S0._ 
SS. 2 James Smith 5-8 191 Fr 
21 Caleb Berg 61 203 Jr. 
FS 16 Jon Banks 63 27 Jr. 
__ 21 Caleb Berg 61 203 Jr. 
RCB 18 Chris Singleton 5-10 191 So. 
_23 _ Steve Johnson 62 197 __ Fr. 

P 49 Michael Brandtner 61 198 Fr. 
PR 3 Ryan Baum 5-10 195 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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Date 
Sept. 2 


Opponent 
Murray State 
Sept.9 — Mississippi 
Sept. 16 at New Mexico 
Sept. 23 Ohio 

Sept. 30 Colorado 

Oct.7 at Texas Tech 
Oct.14 at Texas ASM 
Oct.21 Kansas State 
Oct.28 Oklahoma 
Nov.4 mat Nebraska 
Nov. 18 A at lowa State 
Nov. 25 @ Kansas 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


TIGERS DATA 
Stadium: Memorial (artificial, 
68,349) 

Site: Columbia, Mo. 

Coach: Gary Pinkel (29-30, 

5 years; 102-67-3 overall, 

15 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Dave Christensen (5 years) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Matt Eberflus (5 years) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3, 4-2-5 
Last league title won: 1969 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 7-5, 4-4/T2nd Big 
12 North 


Rushing; Tony Temple 

(81 att., 437 yards, 3 TDs) 
Passing: Chase Daniel 
(38-66-2, 347 yards, 1 TD) 
Receiving: Martin Rucker 
(47 rec., 567 yards, 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
Arkansas State —W, 44-17 
New Mexico L, 45-35 
Troy W, 52-21 
Texas L, 51-20 

at Oklahoma State W, 38-31 
lowa State W, 27-24 (OT) 
Nebraska W, 41-24 

at Kansas L, 13-3 

at Colorado L, 41-12 
Baylor W, 31-16 

at Kansas State —L, 36-28 
South Carolina* = W, 38-31 
*Independence Bow! 


3. MISSOURI 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY As brilliant as former quarterback 
Brad Smith could be with his legs, he never was an efficient or 
consistently productive dropback passer. Chase Daniel should 
be a better fit for the team’s spread offense and be the 
passing threat coach Gary Pinkel tried to make out of Smith. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Daniel played in 10 games last 
year—and not just in mop-up duty. He had Tigers fans buzzing 
after leading the team to a comeback win over lowa State 
after Smith was injured. Opponents won't fear the idea of 
Daniel leaving the pocket as they did with Smith, but running 
backs Marcus Woods and Tony Temple still could make the 
ground game highly productive. Woods is a shifty scatback 
who can catch the ball, and Temple has plenty of promise. 
However, both are small and injury-prone. Four starting line- 
men return, including center Adam Spieker, who has made 23 
consecutive starts. Missouri is extremely strong at tight end 
with Martin Rucker and Chase Coffman, who shared the team 
lead with 47 catches apiece last season. Both have excellent 
size and are tough matchups. The Tigers return receivers Brad 
Ekwerekwu and Will Franklin, who moves to the X-receiver 
spot vacated by productive Sean Coffey. The hope is to get 
the speedy Franklin downfield more. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This unit struggled early last year 
and finished 10th in the Big 12 in scoring defense, but it did 
grow up considerably by the Independence Bowl. This unit has 
a lot of experience and is built around a line that can get to 
the quarterback. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Four line starters return, including 
ends Brian Smith, a speed rusher who is the school's all-time 
leader in sacks, and Stryker Sulak, who had four sacks and 
forced three fumbles as a freshman. Dedrick Harrington and 
Marcus Bacon return at linebacker. Harrington has the ability 
to make plays behind the line of scrimmage. David Overstreet 
moves from strong to free safety, where he should be able to 
make better use of his playmaking skills. There are questions 
at cornerback, though it is expected that Domonique Johnson 
will start at one of the spots. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Adam Crossett made 14 of 20 field-goal 
attempts last year, including a 50-yarder in the bowl win over 
South Carolina. He also is a capable punter. Assuming they 
are healthy, Woods and Temple should give the Tigers a 
healthy return game. 

COACHING STAFF So much was expected of Brad Smith— 
and so much criticism was leveled at Pinkel for how he han- 
dled him—that there's a sense of a fresh start for Missouri's 
staff. Pinkel may get to start over, but he needs to be in a 
hurry. He bought more time with the comeback bow! win over 
South Carolina, but Tigers fans are expecting more. 

BOTTOM LINE This is a team with a lot of talent and big- 
time athletes, perhaps as many-as anyone in the Big 12 North. 
It's probably asking too much to expect Daniel to be a huge 
success in his first season as a starter, but if he performs, 
Missouri could be a sleeper in the division. With Colorado, 
Kansas State, Oklahoma and Kansas at home, the Tigers could 
make a run. Then again, Pinkel usually loses one he shouldn't. 
With a new quarterback and the same coach, second or third 
place in the North is more likely 


Pos. No. Name H.W. Ch. 
WR 3 Will Franklin 6-2 205 Jr. 
85 GregBracey 62200 Ir 
Uf 79 Tyler Luellen 6°6 300 Jr. 
___ 67 __ Louis Pintola 6-4 305 Sr. 
LG 7i Monte Wyrick 65 320 Jr. 
76 _ Ryan Madison 65 300 So. 
C 77? Adam Spieker 6-2 310 Jr. 
51 James Stigall = ==—--/-/- «6-2-3905 F. 
RG 55 Mike Cook 6-2 315 Sr. 
68 DainWise 65290 Fr 
RT 74 Joel Clinger 6-6 315 Sr. 
__ 61 Colin Brown 67 310 So. 
TE 82 Martin Rucker 6-5 245 Jr. 
45 Chase Coffman 66 230 ‘So. 
WR 86 Brad Ekwerekwu 6-4 215 Sr. 
35 _Andrew Hoskins 63 210 Sr. 
WR 84 Tommy Saunders 6-0 210 So. 
____4__Jason Ray 61210 Jr. 
0B 10 Chase Daniel 6-1 220 So. 
___1__BrandonColeman —s—s 64s 215 Sr. 
RB 20 Marcus Woods 5-8 195 Jr. 
22 Tony Temple 5-9 190 Jr. 
K 90 Adam Crossett 63 225 Jr. 
KR 22 Tony Temple 5-9 190 Jr. 


‘Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl 
E 39 Brian Smith 6-4 230 Sr. 

47 Josh Barbo_ 6-5 280 Jr. 
T 99 Lorenzo Williams 6-2 285 Jr. 
94 Evander Hood 63-280 So. 
T 92 Jamar Smith 6-1 280 Sr. 

58 DeMarcus Scott 6-0 285 Sr. 
E— 38 Stryker Sulak 6-4 245 So. 
48 Xzavie Jackson 6-4 275 Sr. 
WLB 5 = Van Alexander 6-0 230 So. 
____ 17 Chad Washington _ 5-210 Fr. 
MLB 33 Dedrick Harrington 6-4 240 Sr. 
___35 Brock Christopher___—62__240_So._ 
SLB 15 Marcus Bacon 6-2 225 Sr. 

18 Steve Redmond 61 235 So. 
CB 1! Darnell Terrell 62 195 Jr. 

13 Trenile Washington 510 185 So 

19 Brandon Massey 61 200 Sr. 

4 _ Travis Cardoza 5-1 200 Jr. 

8 David Overstreet 6-0 210 Sr. 
21 William Moore 62 215 So. 
CB 2 Domonique Johnson 62 190 So. 
\ 28 Hardy Ricks 5-1 190 Fr. 
P 90 Adam Crossett 6-3 225 Jr. 
PR 20 Marcus Woods 58 195 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


6a 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Northwestern State 
Sept.9 — La.-Monroe 
Sept.15 at Toledo* 
Sept. 23 South Florida 
Sept. 30 mat Nebraska 
Oct. 7 A Texas A&M 
Oct.14 Oklahoma State 
Oct. 21 —_ at Baylor 
Oct.28 Colorado 


Nov.4 — at lowa State 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 25 
*Friday 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


JAYHAWKS 
DATA 


@ Kansas State 
at Missouri 


Stadium: Memorial (artificial, 
50,071) 

Site: Lawrence, Kan. 

Coach: Mark Mangino (19-29, 
4 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Nick Quartaro (4 years) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Bill Young (4 years) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1968 
(Big Eight, tie) 

Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 7-5, 3-5/5th 
Big 12 North 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Jon Cornish 

(134 att., 780 yards, 9 TDs) 
Passing: Adam Barmann 
(16-30-1, 118 yards, 0 TDs) 


Receiving: Brian Murph 
(33 rec., 368 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Florida Atlantic  W, 30-19’ 
Appalachian State W, 36-8 
Louisiana Tech W, 34-14 

at Texas Tech L, 30-17 

at Kansas State —_L, 12-3 
Oklahoma L, 19-3 

at Colorado L, 44-13 
Missouri W, 13-3 
Nebraska W, 40-15 

at Texas L, 66°14 
lowa State W, 24-21 (OT) 


Houston* W, 42-13 
*Fort Worth Bowl 


4, KANSAS 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The parts are in place for a big 
improvement in an offense that was inconsistent last season. 
Two young guns at quarterback, a senior running back, six 
receivers with experience and nine regulars on the line return 
for coach Mark Mangino. Kansas improved its rushing average 
by 40 yards per game last season, and Mangino wants to get 
more physical. The offense will need to step up, especially 
with time-consuming drives, to give a rebuilding defense time 
to grow. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Adam Barmann, who played in a 
handful of games in 2005, returns at quarterback. Barmann 
had redshirt freshman Kerry Meier and true freshman Todd 
Reesing breathing down in his neck in the spring. Some KU 
insiders expect the job to go to Meier, who was the team’s 
2005 offensive scout team MVP. Reesing, the Texas high 
school 4A offensive player of the year, enrolled at KU in time 
for spring ball and could be the backup. Jon Cornish led KU 
with 780 rushing yards last season, but he'll be pushed by a 
trio of talented newcomers: Gary Green, Tang Bacheyie and 
Angus Quigley. At receiver, Brian Murph, who caught 33 pass- 
es for 368 yards and two touchdowns last season, is the lead- 
ing playmaker, but all eyes are on Marcus Herford, who was 
used at quarterback before switching to receiver last year. KU 
also is looking for more production out of tight end Derek 
Fine, who had 22 catches for 244 yards and one touchdown in 
2005. Four starters, led by fifth-year center David Ochoa, 
return on the line. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The defense led the school to its 
first bowl victory in 10 years, but there are holes to fill and 
playmakers to replace, particularly at linebacker. Nick Reid 
was the Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year. The Jayhawks, 
who allowed just 83.2 rushing yards per game last season, fig- 
ure to continue their stop-the-run-first mentality. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Tackle James McClinton is a legiti- 
mate run stopper. Ends Paul Como and Rodney Allen return, 
but Allen could be moved to tackle. KU coaches are excited 
about Jeff Wheeler, a redshirt freshman, at end. Mangino is 
confident he has the talent to fill the three linebacker spots. 
Mike Rivera, Eric Washington, redshirt freshman Brandon 
Duncan and Joe Mortensen will compete for the three jobs. 
Cornerback Aqib Talib, who was a freshman All-American, is 
KU's top all-Big 12 candidate on defense. With the new line- 
backers, it will be good to have senior strong safety Jerome 
Kemp as insurance. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kansas returns a solid kicking game. Scott 
Webb hit 14 of 19 field goals last season. Punter Kyle Tucker 
(42.9 average) was a Ray Guy semifinalist. 

COACHING STAFF Mangino is more than capable of holding 
his own on the sideline and in the Big 12 recruiting wars. He 
came to Kansas as an offensive guy, but his defenses have 
shined the past two seasons. Time to crank up the “O”. Can 
Mangino develop a quarterback? Meier and Reesing should 
provide proof. 

BOTTOM LINE This is a program on the rise. KU still looks 


a year or two away from contending for the Big 12 North title, 


but the schedule (no Oklahoma or Texas) is friendlier this 
season. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 80 Dominic Roux 5-1 175 Sr. 
___ 86 MarcusHenry 64 200 Jr 
UT 65 Cesar Rodriguez 6-7 286 Jr. 
69 Travis Dambach 65 295 Sr. 

LG 77 Bob Whitaker 6-5 317 Sr. 
64 JakeCox 5285 Sr 

C 74 David Ochoa 6-4 285 Sr. 
76 Matt Mann 64 290 Sr. 

RG 50 Ryan Cantrell 6-3 285 So 
67 RamesesArceo | 6-4 295 Jr. 

RT 78 Anthony Collins 6-6 285 So. 
60 Jose Rodriguez 6-6 255 Fr 
TE 85 Derek Fine 6-3 245 Jr. 
96 Marc Dierking 62 205 Jr 
WR 6 — Brian Murph 6-1 190 Sr. 
MN Jonathantamb 62190 Sr. 
0B 10 Kerry Meier 63 210 Fr. 
7 __ Adam Barmann = AE 20S Ste 

RB 29 Jon Cornish 6-0 205 Sr. 
_22_ Angus Quigley 62210. 
FB 35 Brandon McAnderson 6-0 235 Jr. 
43 Nick Kurtenbach 510 200 Jr. 

K 39 Scott Webb 5-11 180 Jr. 
KR 13 Marcus Herford 63 210 So. 
Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Ci. 
Em) 92 Rodney Allen 63 280 Sr. 
91 John McCoy 63250 Sr. 
T 91° Wayne Wilder 63 295 Sr. 
94 CalebBlakesley 5277s Fr. 
T 93 James McClinton 6-1 283 Jr. 
___ 79 _ Chris Brant 63 285 Sr. 
—E 98 Paul Como 62 248 Sr. 
__87 John Larson 63240 So. 
OLB 37 Joe Mortensen 62 245 So. 
58 Jake Schermer 62-200 ‘Fr. 

MLB 40 Mike Rivera 63 250 So. 
16 Brandon Duncan _ 61 206 Fr 

OLB 12 James Holt 63 200 So. 
41s Arist Wright 6-0 205 Fr 
CB 3 = Agib Talib 6-2 180 So. 
_ 31__ Michael McCoy __ Sl 185 dr. 
SS 24 Jerome Kemp 5-10 200 Sr. 
___ 36 Tang Bacheyie 61 195 So. 
FS 25 Darrell Stuckey 61 183 Fr. 
27 SadiqMuhammed 60190 So. 
CB 23 Blake Bueltel 6-0 175 Jr. 
38 RaymondBrown —--s—- 6-3. 200 So. 

P 15 Kyle Tucker 6-2 205 Jr. 
PR 6 — Brian Murph 6-1 190 Sr. 


Date 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 


Opponent 
Montana State 
Colorado State* 
Arizona State 
at Georgia 

at Missouri 
Baylor 

A Texas Tech 
Bat Oklahoma 
at Kansas 

@ Kansas State 
Nov. 11 — lowa State 

Nov. 24 at Nebraska* 
"Invesco Field, Denver “Friday 
1B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull upset 


DATA 


Stadium: Folsom Field (grass, 
53,750) 

Site: Boulder, Colo. 

Coach: Dan Hawkins (Ist year; 
53-11 overall, 5 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Mark Helfrich (ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Ron Collins (ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2001 
Last year not in a bowl: 2003 
2005 record: 7-6, 5-3/Ist Big 12 
North 


Rushing: Hugh Charles 
(176 att., 842 yards, 6 TDs) 
Passing: James Cox 
(13-29-0, 93 yards, 0 TDs) 
Receiving: Dusty Sprague 
(43 rec., 468 yards, 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
Colorado State = W, 31-28 
New Mexico State W, 39-0 
at Miami L, 23-3 
at Oklahoma State W, 34-0 
Texas A&M W, 41-20 
at Texas L, 42-17 
Kansas W, 44-13 
at Kansas State _—W, 23-20 
Missouri W, 41-12 
at lowa State L, 30-16 
Nebraska L, 30-3 
Texas* L, 70-3 
Clemson* L, 19-10 
*Big 12 Championship 

“Champs Sports Bow! 


9. COLORADO 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY New coach Dan Hawkins calls this 
the “just score” offense. It’s a high-flying, wide-open scheme that 
uses principles of the spread. Its unconventional look worked at 
Boise State. Will it work in the Big 12? 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Hawkins likely won't choose a starting 
quarterback until camp. He doesn't like two-quarterback systems, 
so look for Brian White or Bernard Jackson to start. White is 
more of a dropback passer; Jackson likes to scramble. James Cox 
also could figure in the mix. Cox has the most experience but 
missed most of the spring with injury. Touted recruit Cody 
Hawkins, Dan's son, also could figure in the race. Hawkins likes 
running the ball, and Hugh Charles returns. He has excellent 
speed and can contribute as a receiver. Charles, though, wasrit 
much of a factor down the stretch last season. The Buffaloes’ line 
is anchored by center Mark Fenton, who could make a push for 
the Rimington and Lombardi awards. Fenton has a solid guard to 
work with in Brian Daniels. Receiver Dusty Sprague is capable of 
making big plays outside. Stephone Robinson played receiver 
and cornerback last season; don't be surprised if Robinson stays 
on offense for good. He could be dangerous on quick slants and 
reverses. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Ron Collins’ defenses 
were proficient at taking the ball away at Boise State, and the 
Broncos were stingy against the run last year. Collins wants to 
replace Colorado's zone blitzes with more man blitzes, which 


_ leave the free safety in deep coverage. Collins’ transition to 


Colorado should be aided by linebackers coach Brian Cabral, now 
in his 17th season as a Buffs assistant. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL A porous pass defense should be 
aided by the return of cornerback Terrence Wheatley, who missed 
last season because of a wrist injury. He had four interceptions 
in 2004, including a 37-yard touchdown return against Texas. 
Safety J.J. Billingsley is a sure tackler who could excel in Collins’ 
blitz packages. Middle linebacker Thaddaeus Washington has a 
history of making plays in opposing backfields, and weakside 
linebacker Jordon Dizon could emerge as a breakout player after 
two solid seasons. Overall, the line will be young; Abraham 
Wright, however, is a proven playmaker. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Mason Crosby is one of the nation’s top kick- 
ers and has a huge leg—he made a 58-yarder at Miami last year, 
one of five he made from 50 yards or beyond. Crosby also tried 
punting in the spring and was decent. Robinson is a big play 
waiting to happen as a return man, and Wheatley could help out 
on returns now that he's healthy. 

COACHING Following the successful but tumultuous Gary 
Barnett era, Hawkins has come in talking about healing and hav- 
ing fun. His style should play well, especially compared with 
Barnett's smash-mouth, throw-to-the-tight end system. Hawkins 
will be popular with the fans and media, and he can coach a lit- 
tle, too. He pays attention to defense and the running game. 
Hawkins needs to show his offense translates to the big-time 
level and that he can recruit to Big 12 standards. 

BOTTOM LINE Colorado traditionally overschedules, and this 
year is no exception. That makes it tough on the Buffs, who are 
coming off a devastating finish to 2005. Colorado has too many 
holes and new faces to repeat its Big 12 North title. But the 
Buffs will compete if things work out at quarterback. 


Pos. No, Name =——(“<a‘aésésCSs SWC 
WR 4 Patrick Williams 62 195 So. 
9 Blake Mackey 63200 Sr. 
LT 76 Edwin Harrison 6-4 300 Jr. 
72__ Devin Head 6-4 275 Fr. 
LG 66 BrianDaniels © | 6-4 300 Sr. 
57 Bryce MacMartin 6-2 290 Sr._ 
C 58 Mark Fenton 6-4 295 Sr. 
50 ZachJones 63 270 Fr 
RG 75 Daniel Sanders 63 300 So. 
63 Jack Tipton 6:3) 2955 Sr 
RT 77 Tyler Polumbus 68 285 Jr. 
60 Paul Backowski 66 285 Fr. 
TE 30 Paul Creighton 65 245 Sr. 
48 Tyson DeVree _ 66 245 Jr. 
WR 83 Dusty Sprague 6-4 190 Jr. 
1__Stephone Robinson 5-9 185 Jr. 
QB 7 BernardJackson | 6-0 195 Jr. 
3 Brian White 65. 225) Jr 
RB 2 Hugh Charles 5-8 185 Jr. 
_37__Mell Holliday _ 5-8 205 _Sr. 
FB 42 Samson Jagoras 510 225 Jr. 
34 Jake Behrens 5-11 235 Fr. 
K 16 MasonCrosby. = 62 210 Sr. 
KR 1 Stephone Robinson 5-9 185 Jr. 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. CI. 
E 47 = Alonzo Barrett 63 240 Jr. 
33 Walter Boye-Doe 62 245 Sr. 

T 86 George Hypolite 62 265 So 
97 Taj Kaynor y 65 250 Fr 

NT 94 Brandon Nicolas 63 270 So. 
__96 Marcus Jones 6-4 295 Sr. 
E 53 Abraham Wright 6-3 240 Sr. 
___51__ Alex Ligon 63 265 Sr. 
WLB 44 Jordon Dizon 6-0 220 Jr. 
_54 Marcus Burton 6-0 -230_—So. 
MLB 49 Thaddaeus Washington 5-11 240 Sr. 
__ 34 RJ. Brown 6-1 225 So. 
SLB 40 Brad Jones 6-4 220 So. 
13, Joe Sanders 63 220) Jr 

LCB 26 Terrence Wheatley 510 175 Jr. 
10 Terry Washington 510195 St._ 

SS 15 Ryan Walters 5-11 200 So. 
3___ Tyrone Henderson 5-10 180 Sr. 

FS 5 J.J. Billingsley 5-11 185 Sr. 
22 Lorenzo Sims 5-11 185 Sr. 
RCB 6 Gardner McKay 5-11 160 So. 
_42__ Ben Burney __5-l_190__ So. 

P 16 Mason Crosby 62 210 Sr. 
PR 1 Stephone Robinson 59 185 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Illinois State 
Sept.9 — Florida Atlantic 
Sept.16 Marshall 

Sept. 23 Louisville 

Sept. 30 at Baylor 

Oct. 7 Oklahoma State 
Oct.14 Nebraska 

Oct. 21 at Missouri 
Oct.28 Alowa State 
Nov.4 — at Colorado 
Nov. 11 m@Texas 

Nov.18 @at Kansas 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


WILDCATS 
DATA 

Stadium: Bill Snyder Family 
(artificial, 50,000) 

Site: Manhattan, Kan. 
Coach: Ron Prince (Ist year) 
Offensive coordinator: 
James Franklin (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Raheem Morris (ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2003 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 


2005 record: 5-6, 2-6/6th 
Big 12 North 


Rushing: Thomas Clayton 
(137 att., 637 yards, 4 TDs) 
Passing: Allan Evridge 
(102-213-7, 1,365 yards, 6 TDs) 
Receiving: Jordy Nelson 

(45 rec., 669 yards, 8 TDs) 


Fla. International W, 35-21 
at Marshall W, 21-19 

North Texas W, 54-7 

at Oklahoma L, 43-21 
Kansas W, 12-3 

at Texas Tech L, 59-20 
Texas A&M L, 30-28 
Colorado L, 23-20 
at lowa State L, 45-17 
at Nebraska L, 27-25 
Missouri W, 36-28 
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6. KANSAS STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY First-year coach Ron Prince 
wouldn't discuss tactics in the offseason—no doubt, he wants 
his debut to be mysterious—but it is known he will favor some 
brand of the West Coast offense. The days of the quarterback- 
run game, so prevalent under Bill Snyder, probably are over. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Prince inherits three quarterbacks 
with starting experience, including Allan Evridge and Allen 
Webb, who split time last season. Dylan Meier, who started six 
games in 2004 but missed 2005 because of an injury, also 
will be in the mix. But none of them is as physically gifted as 
Josh Freeman, a talented but raw freshman. Thomas Clayton, 
who led K-State with 637 yards rushing, is a solid back who 
will be pushed by Parrish Fisher. Jordy Nelson gives the 
Wildcats a good receiver, which should be important in 
Prince's offense. Tight end was a disappointment last year, but 
returning starter Rashaad Norwood had a big offseason and 
could be ready to break out. The line, which was young and 
had multiple injuries last year, has promise but remains a big 
question mark. Greg Wafford is the group's leader. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Opponents who want to guess 
what K-State will do on defense should study the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. Coordinator Raheem Morris was a defensive 
coach for the Bucs the past four years, so expect a lot of cover 
2 and cover 3 defenses. Morris inherits eight starters from a 
defense that allowed 27.7 points per game last season. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Wildcats return two starters at 
tackle, Quintin Echols and Alphonso Moran, who was a TSN 
freshman All-American. Junior college transfer Moses Manu 
and transfers Brandon Balkcom and Rob Jackson also could 
make an impact at tackle. Morris will have two steady line- 
backers to work with, including Brandon Archer, who led the 
team in tackles the past two seasons. Weakside linebacker 
Maurice Mack figures to take a huge step forward in his sec- 
ond year after moving from the secondary. Free safety Marcus 
Watts emerged as the team’s top defender by the end of the 
season and could be All-Big 12 this season. 

SPECIAL TEAMS This area fell off in 2005. The Wildcats will 
look for improvement from kicker Jeff Snodgrass, who made 
10-of-16 field-goal attempts, and punter Tim Reyer, who post- 
ed a disappointing 40.3-yard average. The Wildcats also hope 
to get more out of their return game; Yamon Figurs figures to 
handle kickoff and punt returns. He returned a kickoff for a 
touchdown last season. 

COACHING STAFF Prince, a former offensive coordinator at 
Virginia, was a surprise pick, but he immediately got people's 
attention by recruiting Freeman away from Nebraska. It could 
be intriguing to see how well he can coach. Snyder was one of 
the best strategists in the business. It would be unfair to 
expect Prince to be Snyder, but Prince’s handling of the 
Wildcats’ quarterback situation could be a good gauge of his 
coaching ability. Will Prince try to force his system on his 
Snyder-recruited quarterbacks or fit his system around their 
talents? 

BOTTOM LINE Kansas State doesn't have enough talent 
to make a Big 12 North run yet. But there is enough young tal- 
ent to contend for a minor bowl—if the right quarterback can 
be found and the Wildcats pull at least one upset on the road. 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Ch 
WR 16 Yamon Figurs 6-0 185 Sr. 
4 _ Val Taylor 6-1 180 Fr. 
tT 71 Derek Meyer 66 290 Fr. 
65 Logan Robinson 6-9 310 Jr 
LG 75 Matt Boss 6-4 310 So. 
72 John Hafferty 6-3 305 Jr. 
C 70 Ryan Schmidt 6-5 290 So. 
79 Jordan Bedore 6-3 275 So. 
RG 67 Greg Wafford 6-2 305 Sr. 
69 Caleb Handy 6-1 305 So. 
RT 73 Gerard Spexarth 67 290 So. 
68 Brad Rooker 66 270 So. 
TE 89 Rashaad Norwood 6-5 240 Jr. 
80 Brett Alstatt == 245 So. 
WR 10 Jermaine Moreira 5-11 190 Sr. 
85 Ro Grigsby 6-4 185 So. 
WR .27 Jordy Nelson 6-3 210 Jr. 
25 Toney Coleman 6-2 190 Jr 
QB 12 = Allan Evridge 6-1 210 So. 
9 Dylan Meier 63 210 Sr. 
RB 5 Thomas Clayton 6-0 220 Sr. 
21 Carlos Alsup 61 215 Sr 
K 19 JeffSnodgrass 6-2 200 Sr. 
KR 16 Yamon Figurs 6-0 185 Sr. 
Pos, No. Name _Ht Wt Ch. 
LE 98 Jan Campbell 6-4 240 So. 
96 MosesManu 63260 ir. 
(tT 99 Steven Cline 62 290 Jr. 
50 Alphonso Moran 6-1 290 So. 
RT 56 Quintin Echols 6-2 305 Sr. 
54 Vlad Faustin 6-4 250 So. 
RE 34 Blake Seiler 6-3 245 Sr. 
90 Eric Childs 63 225 Fr 
SLB 53 Reggie Walker 6-2 220 So. 
43__Ross Diehl __ _ 62 220 Fr 
MLB 52 Zach Diles 62 230 Sr. 
57 __ MacKenzie Rosel 62 205 Fr 
WLB 46 Brandon Archer 6-2 230 Sr. 
24 Maurice Mack _ 6-0 215 Sr 
CB 3 Bryan Baldwin 5-11 185 Jr. 
6 Byron Garvin 5-10 180 Jr 
FS 2 Marcus Watts 6-2 180 Jr. 
30 Andrew Erker 6-0 180 So. 
SS 9 Kyle Williams 61 200 Sr. 
20 Courtney Herndon 5-11 200 Fr 
CB 22 Justin McKinney 5-10 185 Jr. 
23 _ Devin Anderson 5-10 185 Jr. 
P17 Tim Reyer 6-0 195 Jr. 
PR 16 Yamon Figurs 6-0 185 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Check out 


fantasycollege.sportingnews.com 
for more info... 


BIG 12 


68 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 North Texas 
Sept.9 mOhio State 
Sept. 16 Rice* 

Sept. 23 lowa State 
Sept. 30 Sam Houston State 
Oct.7  @Oklahoma** 
Oct.14 Baylor 

Oct.21 at Nebraska 
Oct.28 Aat Texas Tech 
Nov.4 Oklahoma State 
Nov. 11 at Kansas State 
Nov. 24 Texas A&M* 

*at Reliant Stadium, Houston 
**at Dallas “Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


NGHORNS 
DATA 
Stadium: Memorial (grass, 80,082) 
Site: Austin, Texas 
Coach: Mack Brown (83-19, 
8 years; 169-93-1 overall, 22 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Greg Davis (9th year) 
Defensive coordinators: 
Gene Chizik (2nd year); 
Duane Akina (3rd year, 6th at 
school) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2005 
Last year not in a bowl: 1997 
2005 record: 13-0, 8-0/Ist 
Big 12 South 


2005 RESULTS 
La.-Lafayette W, 60-3 
at Ohio State W, 25-22 
Rice W, 51-10 
Missouri W, 51-20 
Oklahoma W, 45-12 
Colorado W, 42-17 
Texas Tech W, 52-17 
at Oklahoma State W, 47-28 
at Baylor W, 62-0 
Kansas W, 66°14 
at Texas A&M W, 40-29 
Colorado* W, 70-3 
USC* W, 41-38 
*Big 12 Championship “Rose Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: G Will Allen, K David Pino, 
T Jonathan Scott, TE David 
Thomas, QB Vince Young 
Defense: CB Cedric Griffin, 

LB Aaron Harris, S Michael Huff, 
P Richmond McGee, T Rodrique 
Wright 


SOUTH DIVISION 


Scourine Reports By Kink Bouts, AUSTIN AMERICAH-STATESMAN 


1. TEXAS 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Texas 
may not be able to define its iden- 
tity until a quarterback emerges. 
Coordinator Greg Davis used 
dropback schemes with Vince 
Young, but he will try to incorpo- 
rate the zone read into the offense 
if the new quarterback can run 
effectively. However, the 
Longhorns probably will rely less 
on options and more on power 
running and a shorter passing 
game that won't keep the ball in 
the hands of an inexperienced 
passer very long. 

SKILL POSITIONS Texas is 
breaking in two quarterbacks who 
never have thrown a college pass 
and lined up every high school 
play in the shotgun. Redshirt 


freshman Colt McCoy is a cerebral, 
accurate passer who has been 
described as “Major Applewhite 
with more athletic ability.” 
Freshman Jevan Snead has one of 
the strongest arms Davis ever has 
coached and has been called a 
more physical Chris Simms. 
Explosive running back Jamaal 
Charles, a good blocker and excel- 
lent receiver, should have a break- 
out season and could develop into 
a Heisman Trophy candidate. He'll 
share time with Selvin Young, who 
needs to show he hasn't lost a 
step or his instincts, and unpre- 
dictable Ramonce Taylor, who sat 
out the spring in an attempt to 
resolve academic problems. Taylor 
can be an electrifying runner and 


Charles 


receiver out of the backfield. 
Henry Melton could remain the 
short-yardage back although he 
also is being considered as a 
defensive end. Texas has a wealth 
of talent at receiver, beginning 
with Limas Sweed and long-ball 
threats Billy Pittman and Quan 
Cosby. At tight end, Neale 
Tweedie's abilities are vastly 
underestimated, and redshirt 
freshman Jermichael Finley rarely 
drops a pass. 

OFFENSIVE LINE Even with the 
loss of tackle Jonathan Scott, the 


Longhorns should suffer very little, 


if any, drop-off. Right tackle Justin 
Blalock, whose block freed Young 
for the game-winning play in the 
Rose Bowl, decided to return for 


e 
# 
2 
E 
s 


RUSHING 
Jamaal Charles 
Ramonce Taylor 
Selvin Young 
Henry Melton 
PASSING 
None 
RECEIVING 
Billy Pittman 
Limas Sweed 
Ramonce Taylor 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Aaron Ross 

Ramonce Taylor 
KICKING 

None 

TACKLES 

Michael Griffin 

Tarell Brown 

Robert Killebrew 

Sacks: Brian Robison (7) 


Solo 


Comp. Att. 


Assists 


Ava. 
74 
6.8 
48 
5.0 
Pct. Yds. TD 


Rec. Yds. Avg. 
34 750 221 
36 545 15.1 
37 265 98 

No. Yds. Avg. 
34 500 147 
15 444 29.4 


XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 


Total TFL/Yds. 
4/9 
2/3 


10/67 


Interceptions: Michael Griffin, Aaron Ross (3) 


his senior season; he could 
play some guard, too. He is a 
Lombardi Award candidate. 
Tony Hills, once a highly 
recruited high school tight 
end, has played a lot ina 
backup role and should slide 
easily into Scott's left tackle 
spot. Rugged Kasey Studdard 
returns at left guard, and the 
center is Lyle Sendlein. Cedric 
Dockery figures to take over 
at right guard. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Look for co-coordinator Gene 
Chizik to ramp up his unit even 
more than in his first season. 
He again should disguise cov- 
erages well and might add 
more man-to-man coverage to 
zone and bring a variety of 
blitzes from different angles 
and with different personnel. 

FRONT SEVEN Texas has an 
abundance of tested veterans 


on its line. Frank Okam, Derek — 


Lokey and Roy Miller provide a 
strong rotation at tackle. Ends 
Tim Crowder, Brian Robison 
and rising star Brian Orakpo 
can apply a strong pass rush, 
and there is added depth in 
Aaron Lewis and Chris Brown, 
Athletic freshman Sergio 
Kindle, who started at Texas 
in January, could take over 
the strong linebacker spot and 
bolster a unit that includes 
speedy returnees Rashad 
Bobino and Drew Kelson. 
Kelson ran stride for stride 
with Reggie Bush on a pass 
route in the Rose Bowl. Robert 
Killebrew is one of the team's 
hardest hitters and some- 
times has trouble playing 
under control. Roddrick 
Muckelroy is coming on fast, 
should press for playing time 
and could become a starter. 
SECONDARY Aggressive 
safety Michael Griffin will 


ease the loss of Thorpe Award 
winner Michael Huff and 
could match his skills as a 
playmaker and blitzer. He's a 
hammer on defense and has 
blocked a school-record six 
punts. His twin brother, 
Marcus, may shadow him at 
free safety, although Erick 
Jackson and Matt Melton are 
in the mix. After sharing a 
cornerback spot, Tarell Brown 
and Aaron Ross, who has two 
punt return touchdowns, 
should split up the starting 
positions. Brown had a spec- 
tacular Rose Bow! perform- 
ance before breaking his arm, 
and Ross has improved. Ryan 
Palmer provides depth at cor- 
ner, and Brandon Foster will 
be the nickel back. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Left-footed 
Greg Johnson should take 
over the kicking spot unless 
freshman Hunter Lawrence 
wins the job. Trevor Gerland 
and Johnson will battle for 
the punting job. Ross is a 
sure-handed punt returner 
who has improved; Taylor can 
be a dynamic kick returner. 

COACHING STAFF Coach 
Mack Brown finally won a 
national title and solidified a 
reputation that was devoid of 
big-game success. His staff 
includes the last two national 
assistant coaches of the year 
in Davis and Chizik and co- 
defensive coordinator Duane 
Akina, who is emerging as a 
head coaching candidate. 

BOTTOM LINE Texas clearly 
has enough talent to repeat 
as national champion if 
McCoy or Snead or both 
can stabilize the quarterback 
position and complacency 
doesn't settle in after 
the school's first national title 
in 35 seasons. 


A Big 12 coach says... 


DEPTH CHART 

Pos, No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 4 — Limas Sweed 6-5 219 Jr. 

23 Myron Hardy _ 62 210 So 

LT 79 Tony Hills 66 295 Jr. 

____ 66 Brett Valdez 6-4 305 Sr. 

LG 64 Kasey Studdard 6-3 305 Sr. 

1 ChrisHall A280. 
C 62 Lyle Sendiein 6-5 315 Sr. 

___ 67 _ Dallas Griffin 6-4 285 Jr. 

RG 55 Cedric Dockery 6-4 320 So. 
____ 63 Justin Blalock 6-4 335 Sr 
RT 63 Justin Blalock 6-4 335 Sr. 

___74 Adam Uiatoski 6-6 300 fr 

TE 87 Neale Tweedie 6-5 265 Sr. 

__16__Jermichael Finley 6-5 220 Fr. 

WR 5 __ Billy Pittman 6-0 198 Jr. 

8 Jordan Shipley 6-0 184 So. 

OB 12 Colt McCoy 63 195 Fr 
___7__ Jevan Snead* 63 215 Fr. 

RB 22 Selvin Young 6-0 215 Sr. 

____25 Jamaal Charles 61190 So. 

FB 32 Marcus Myers 6-3 250 Sr. 

___3__ Chris Ogbonnaya 61 220 So. 
K 97 Greg Johnson 61 195 Sr. 

KR 11 © Ramonce Taylor 5-1 195 Jr. 


Pos, No. Name 


E— 80 Tim Crowder 6-4 270 Sr. 
98 Brian Orakpo 6-4 238 So 
NT 96 Derek Lokey 62 275 Jr. 
75 RoyMiller 62300 So. 
T 97 Frank Okam 6-5 315 Jr 
94 Thomas Marshall 6-6 293 Jr. 
E 39 Brian Robison 6-3 267 Sr. 
95 Aaron Lewis 6-4 275 So. 
WLB 4 Drew Kelson 62 215 Jr 
____43__ Jeremy Campbell 62 220 So. 
MLB 44 Rashad Bobino 5-11 230 So. 
38 _Roddrick Muckelroy 6-2 230 Fr. 
SLB 40 Robert Killebrew 6-2 230 Jr. 
_2__ Sergio Kindle* 6-4 225 Fr 
LCB 31 Aaron Ross 6-1. “192° \Sr: 
29 Ryan Palmer _ 5-10: 185 So. 
FS 26 Marcus Griffin 60 195 Jr. 
6 Erick Jackson 62 185 Jr. 
SS 27 Michael Griffin 6-0 205 Sr. 
18 Matt Melton _ 6-0 210 Sr. 
RCB 5 Tarell Brown 6-0 200 Sr. 
___28 Brandon Foster 5-9 180. 
P 97 Greg Johnson 61 195 Sr. 
PR 31 Aaron Ross 6-1 192 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 UAB 

Sept.9 Washington 

Sept. 16 at Oregon 

Sept. 23 Middle Tennessee 
Oct. 7 WTexas* 

Oct.14 —_ lowa State 
Oct.21 Colorado 

Oct.28 at Missouri 
Nov.4 Aat Texas A&M 
Nov. 11 @Texas Tech 
Nov. 18 at Baylor 

Nov. 25 at Oklahoma State 
*at Dallas 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


SOONERS DATA 
Stadium: Memorial (grass, 82,112) 
Site: Norman, Okla. 

Coach: Bob Stoops (75-16, 7 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Kevin Wilson (5th year) 


Defensive coordinator: 

Brent Venables (7th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 
Last year not.in a bowl: 1998 
2005 record: 8-4, 6-2/T2nd 
Big 12 South 


2005 RESULTS 
TCU L, 17-10 
Tulsa W, 31-15 

at UCLA L, 41-24 
Kansas State W, 43-21 
Texas L, 45-12 
Kansas W, 19-3 
Baylor W, 37-30 (207) 
at Nebraska W, 31-24 
Texas A&M W, 36-30 

at Texas Tech L, 23-21 
Oklahoma State W, 42-14 
Oregon* W, 17-14 
*Holiday Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: G Chris Bush, G Kelvin 
Chaisson, G Chris Chester, 

RB Donta Hickson, T Davin Joseph, 
TE James Moses, FB J.D. Runnels, 
WR Travis Wilson, 

Defense: T Remi Ayodele, CB Eric 
Bassey, T Dusty Dvoracek, LB Clint 
Ingram, CB Chijioke Onyenegecha 


70 


2. OKLAHOMA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Any 
change should be subtle. Kevin 
Wilson was promoted from line 
coach to coordinator when Chuck 
Long left to become head coach at 
San Diego State before the 
Holiday Bowl. Under Wilson, the 
Sooners threw more on first down 
and used more play-action, two 
trends that should continue this 
fall. They will load up with the 
running game but still incorporate 
sprintouts and bootlegs with quar- 
terback Rhett Bomar. The scheme 
could change if the Sooners get 
bigger contributions at fullback 
and tight end. 

SKILL PLAYERS Adrian Peterson 
returns as the likely Heisman 
Trophy favorite. He is the consum- 
mate power back with speed, and 
he continues trying to improve. No 
back runs harder or is tougher to 
bring down than Peterson, but 
that physical style could be his 
biggest obstacle—he missed all or 
part of four games last season. 
When Peterson isn't carrying the 
ball or being spelled by speedy 
backup Allen Patrick, Bomar will 
throw it downfield to talented 
receivers. Bomar is ultracompeti- 
tive and sometimes forces throws 
into tight areas, but he completed 
57 percent of his passes the last 
five games of last season with 
only three interceptions. Joey 
Halzle, a junior college transfer, 
should be the backup. He must 
adjust to the quicker pace of 
Division | ball. Bomar's chief tar- 
get will be Malcolm Kelly, who 
burst onto the scene last season 
and quickly emerged as a sure- 
handed receiver. Kelly led the 
team in receptions (33) and yards 
(471). He will be better if he can 
increase his upper-body strength. 
Receivers Juaquin Iglesias and 
Manuel Johnson both had big 
moments—lglesias caught a game- 
winning pass against Baylor—and 
only need more seasoning. If Dane 
Zaslaw, a converted linebacker, or 


Matt Clapp, who is athletic, don't 
nail down the fullback spot, the 
team could go to the spread for- 
mation more often and flex out 
the tight end. But the Sooners 
might not use a tight end much 
either unless Joe Jon Finley, Brody 
Eldridge or Jermaine Gresham 
stand out. 

OFFENSIVE LINE Only tackle 


Chris Messner, who had a stellar 
2005 season, returns, but there 
are plenty of reasons for opti- 
mism. Center Jon Cooper will be 
back in the fall from a broken 
ankle, tackle Branndon Braxton 
has gotten bigger, and Duke 
Robinson is coming on. J.D. Quinn 
has experience and likely will start 
at right guard, and junior college 


RUSHING 


on the ball quickly and can 
make up ground in a hurry. 
After starring at safety as a 
true freshman last year, 


A Big 12 coach says ... 


Adrian Peterson Reggie Smith made a seam- 
Jacob Gutierrez less transition to corner in DEPTH CHART 
Rhett Bomar the spring. He's one of the Py» a ay 
PASSING Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD Gnarls Best plaverx: Dacies 2 re een 
Fie Bore Ii BORSA OED Williams (free) and Jason ‘WR 12 PaulThompson = 64 210 sr. % 
RECEIVING Rec. Yds. AVG. ; 2 
Walolm Kelty onmerus Carter (strong) bring athletic 7 ot = aes! _ 202 So. 
Jeatlietietes 63 ability to the safety-spots. Chris Messner Me 280° Sr, 
mean SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker __ 72 George Robinson 65 332_ So. 
Manuel Johnson 17.0 : LG 72 George Robinson 65 332 So. 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS Avg. Sarreds hartley wilh tiy/t0 71 _ Sherrone Moore 6-4 300 Jr. 
Reggie Smith 377 20.9 hold on to his job after a c 50 Jon Cooper 7-4 63 280 50. a 
KICKING XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. rocky season in which he ___Ti__ Cameron Schacht 6-4 255 So. 
Garrett Hartley 37) 338 914 22 ea missed eight of his 22 field- RG 63 J.D. Quinn 63 305 So, 
TACKLES Solo Assists Total TFL/Yds. goal attempts. Punter Cody —__14 _ Brian Simmons _ G4 285 _Fr. 
Rufus Alexander 56 46 Freeby was a Ray Guy candi- a Shee aed ey place, 
. . ; 79 Chris Messner 66 280 Sr. 
Zach Latimer date, but he was dismissed TE 19 Joe Jon Finley 66 244 So. 
D.J. Wolfe 45 from the team, leaving the ____83_ Brody Eldridge 65 248 Fr 
Reggie Smith punting job up in the air. WR 4 Malcolm Kelly 6-4 204 So. 
C.J. Ah You 12/38 Smith showed improvement ____84 Quentin Chaney 65 205 So, 
Sacks: Calvin Thibodeaux (10) as a kick returner and could ae, eee bone cease 
Interceptions: Smith, Wolfe, Cory Bennett, Carl Pendleton, Alan Davis (2) handle punt return duties as = es anaes = = o z 
well. 23 _Alllen Patrick 61 195 dr 
COACHING STAFF The addi- FB 40 Dane Zaslaw 6-0 242 Jr. 
transfers Sherrone Moore and Larry Birdine and Calvin tion of two new coaches and 34 MattClapp RZ S._ 
Brandon Walker will battle for Thibodeaux. Birdine played promotion of Wilson, who is . . pliner ral oe si > 
the left guard job. only the final game of the proven and a good teacher, ' 
DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY season after a freakish biceps should shake things up. Ce iy a a i 
Many veterans return, and injury the previous spring. James Patton, who groomed Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt Ch 
the emphasis should remain Thibodeaux had 10 sacks last several NFL players at E 58 Calvin Thibodeaux 6-1 255 Sr. 
on speed and aggressiveness. year. Redshirt freshman Northwestern, replaces a2 Alonzo Dotson arn as 
Oklahoma still will use its DeMarcus Granger and fresh- Wilson as the line coach. \ if en = be a = 
deep line to try to control the man Gerald McCoy should Josh Heupel is the new quar- T 97 Cory Bennett —— 62275 So. 
line of scrimmage and allow provide immediate impacts in terbacks coach, and he should 90. Steven Coleman 64 310 Jr 
its linebackers to roam the the middle behind two-year help bolster Bomar's confi- E 99 C.J. Ah You 6-4 272 Sr 
field and make plays. The starter Carl Pendleton and dence. After watching his eet a 
defense lacks a ferocious spot starter Cory Bennett. chief rival win a national title mea e he — oy Ee a 
playmaker in the secondary Zach Latimer is back at mid- last season, look for Bob MLB 46 Zach Latimer _ 4a Dose 
and wants to increase its dle linebacker, and Ryan Stoops to coach with a 40 CurtisLofton ss 61_— 238 So 
interceptions. Reynolds and Demarrio greater sense of urgency. SLB 51 Demarrio Pleasant 62 235 Jr 
FRONT SEVEN Linebacker Pleasant were battling to BOTTOM LINE The bottom CTE) ho eT 
Rufus Alexander, an All-Big 12 replace Clint Ingram on the didn't fall out for Oklahoma e : eh, ee oe 4 
selection, makes plays all strong side, but Reynolds tore last season, but losing four $$ 6 Jason Carter 510 199 Sr. 
over the field; His hustle—and a knee ligament and might be games isn't acceptable 22 KeenanClayton  —-»s 2216 ‘FF. 
a mouth—never shut down. out for the season. because of Oklahoma's high FS 41 Darien Williams 5-10 197 So. 
Up front, the Sooners have an SECONDARY D.J. Wolfe standards. If the offensive == > Wc Harris — 6328 So. 
exceptional cast at end led by shifted from running back a line and secondary mature, ee 4 thea re Hg = 
Holiday Bow! defensive MVP year ago and quickly devel- Oklahoma could win the Big p39 ie eg 540 175 Jn 
and Big 12 defensive new- oped into one of the league's 12 and bid for another nation- PR 3 — Reggie Smith 61 199 So. 


comer of the year C.J. Ah You, 


better cornerbacks. He breaks 


al championship. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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BIG 12 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 SMU 

Sept.9 Aat UTEP 
Sept. 16 at TCU 

Sept. 23 SE Louisiana 
Sept. 30 @at Texas A&M 
Oct. 7 Missouri 
Oct.14 at Colorado 
Oct. 21 at lowa State 
Oct.28 Texas 

Nov.4 Baylor 

Nov. 11 Bat Oklahoma 
Nov.18 Oklahoma State 
®@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


RED RAIDERS 
DATA 

Stadium: Jones SBC (artificial, 
52,702) 

Site: Lubbock, Texas 

Coach: Mike Leach (48-28, 6 years) 
Co-offensive coordinators: 
Sonny Dykes (2nd year, 7th at 
school); Dana Holgorsen 

(2nd year, 7th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Lyle Setencich (4th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1994 
(Southwest Conference, tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 1999 
2005 record: 9-3, 6-2/T2nd 
Big 12 South 


2005 RESULTS 
Fla. International W, 56-3 
Sam Houston State W, 80-21 
Indiana State W, 63-9 
Kansas W, 30-17 
at Nebraska W, 34-31 
Kansas State W, 59-20 
at Texas L, 52-17 
at Baylor W, 28-0 
Texas A&M W, 56-17 
at Oklahoma State L, 24-17 
Oklahoma W, 23-21 
Alabama* L, 13-10 
*Holiday Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: RB Taurean Henderson, 
QB Cody Hodges, G E.J. Whitley 
Defense: E Brett Bischofberger, 
LB Sylvester Brinkley, S Vincent 
Meeks, CB Khalid Naziruddin, 

LB John Saldi, S Dwayne Slay 
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OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Throw, 
throw and then throw some more, 
Coach Mike Leach’s wild play- 
book—well, there really isn’t one 
because it’s all reads—doesn't fig- 
ure to change, even with an inex- 
perienced quarterback. Relying on 
their spread formation and short 
passes, the Red Raiders actually 
completed more passes (391) than 
six Big 12 teams attempted last 
season. Tech does run occasionally 
but averaged just 26 carries a 
game, by far the fewest in the 
league. The linemen still will take 
their canyonesque wide splits, 
which force rushers to take a 
longer path to the quarterback 
and create more space for running 
backs. 

SKILL POSITIONS Few teams in 
college football have the depth 
and high quality of Texas Tech at 
wide receiver. Clutch performer 
Joel Filani led the league in yards 
per game and has great concentra- 


tion. Jarrett Hicks has great leap- 
ing ability and strength and 
scored 10 of his school-record 28 
career touchdowns last season. 
Slot receiver Robert Johnson was 
chosen by some as the Big 12 new- 
comer of the year. Catron Houston, 
a former high school running back, 
and Todd Walker, an athletic high 
school quarterback with 4.36 40 
speed, also could contribute at 
receiver. Quarterback Graham 
Harrell likely will become Leach's 
fifth starting quarterback in five 
years, unless redshirt freshman 
Chris Todd's accuracy allows him 
to grab the position. Harrell was 
highly recruited out of high school 
and might have won the job last 
season if he hadn't broken his leg 
during spring practice. He got 
mop-up duty as a freshman and 
played well during the spring. 
Running back Shannon Woods is 
inexperienced and might not be 
the blocker that Taurean 


Henderson was, but he has terrific 
speed and moves. 

OFFENSIVE LINE This group 
never gets enough credit. 
Explosive right guard Manuel 
Ramirez heads a stout line that's 
filled with veterans. Glenn 
January is a massive tackle. Louis 
Vasquez is a physical left guard. 
Rylan Reed and Ofa Mohetau also 
could challenge for playing time. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Lyle Setencich, who 
relies exclusively on zone coverage 
and rarely blitzes, has drastically 
upgraded the defense. He has 
brought sound, fundamental 
defense to the unit even though 
he doesn't have a lot of touted 
recruits. Texas Tech had one of the 
stingiest pass defenses in the 
country last season. The run 
defense, though, still needs work. 

FRONT SEVEN The defense 
should be bolstered by the return 
of three starters who missed all or 


TEXAS TECH ATHLETICS 


RUSHING 
Shannon Woods 
PASSING 
Graham Harrell 7 
RECEIVING 

Joel Filani 

Robert Johnson 

Jarrett Hicks 

Danny Amendola 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Danny Amendola 
Shannon Woods 
KICKING 

Alex Trlica 
TACKLES 

Fletcher Session 
Keyunta Dawson 

Ken Scott 

Antonio Huffman 
Chris Hudler 

Sacks: Dawson (2.5) 


Solo 


Comp. Att. 


Pct. Yds. TD 
55.683 F A223, 
Yds. Avg. 
1,007 15.5 
951 14.2 
850 13.1 
395 1.6 
Yds. Avg. 
4) 454 Ni 
ui] 228 2.207 
XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 
60 60 B 18 99 
Assists Total TFL/Yds. 
81 5/13 
62 3.5/16 
7 


Interceptions: Hudler, Huffman, Paul Williams, Chris Parker (1) 


most of last season. Middle 
linebacker Brock Stratton is 
intense and reminds some of 
Tech great Zach Thomas. He 
will be flanked by Fletcher 
Session, who had a strong fin- 
ish in 2005, and Keyunta 
Dawson, a converted end with 
all-conference potential. Chad 
Hill is another solid lineback- 
ing candidate. Tackle Ken 
Scott is a force who can be 
dominant inside, and starting 
nose tackle Chris Hudler is 
quick and has pass-rushing 
ability. Tackle Dek Blake and 
rush end Seth Nitschmann 
could jump back into the 
rotation after missing the 
2005 season and being limit- 
ed in the spring. Promising 
lineman McKinner Dixon also 
could step up. 

SECONDARY Antonio 
Huffman, a smart cover man, 
is the lone returner in the 


secondary, which will miss 
hard-hitting free safety 
Dwayne Slay. Cornerback 
Chris Parker, who plays with 
emotion, and safety Anthony 
Hines, who is physical, bring 
a lot of speed. At free safety, 
Setencich likes Darcel 
McBath and Lance Fuller, but 
McBath could win a job at 
corner. Strong safety Joe 
Garcia, a punishing tackler 
who lacks good technique in 
pass coverage, could make 
the jump from special teams 
contributor to starter. 
Recruits LaRon Moore and 
Leonard Hewitt are ballhawks 
who could contribute. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker 
Alex Trlica is stellar inside 
40 yards, making 17 of 19 
tries the past two seasons, 
but he is just three of 12 
from beyond 40 yards. Alex 
Reyes, the only punter Leach 


ever has signed to a scholar- 
ship, averaged just under 

43 yards a punt last season. 
Returner Danny Amendola 
has good moves and 
eventually could be as good 
as former Tech return man 
Wes Welker. 

COACHING STAFF Brian 
Mitchell, the new defensive 
backs coach, is known as a 
motivator who instills a 
tough mind-set. He replaces 
Dave Brown, who died of a 
heart attack during a pickup 
basketball game. Setencich 
has been one of the league's 
underrated defensive coordi- 
nators. Assistant head coach 
Ruffin McNeill, who turned 
down the defensive coordina- 
tor job at Kansas State and 
also was interviewed by the 
St. Louis Rams, is Tech's clos- 
er in recruiting and a big rea- 
son it landed a highly ranked 
recruiting class. Leach, who 
calls the plays on offense, has 
taken the Red Raiders to a 
bowl every season he has 
been at Tech. 

BOTTOM LINE Without 
question, Texas Tech has 
carved out a niche for itself 
as the most underrated team 
in college football. Leach 
finally beat his mentor, 
Oklahoma's Bob Stoops, last 
season, though it was with 
the help of two controversial 
officiating calls, and Tech is 
the only school to post win- 
ning records all 10 seasons 
the Big 12 has existed. If the 
Red Raiders can avoid early 
mistakes, keep their front 
seven on defense healthy and 
adequately replace the losses 
in the secondary, they should 
finish strong, make a seventh 
straight bowl game and again 
finish in the Top 25. 


A Big 12 coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No. Name F Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 20 Danny Amendola 5-11 175 Jr. 
86 LAReed 62203 So. 
tT 69 Glenn January 6-7 287 Sr. 
___67_ Marlon Winn 6-6 309 Fr. 
UG 65 Louis Vasquez 66 6335 Fr 
______OfaMohetau 63340 
C 73 Brandon Jones 6-3 309 Sr. 
____ 64 Shawn Byrnes 63 318 Fr. 
RG 63 Manuel Ramirez 6-4 328 Sr. 
60 BrandonCarter 6-6 35) Fr. 
RT 78 Gabe Hall 6-4 293 Sr. 
___61__ Andrew Johnson 6-4 300 Fr. 
WR 88 Jarrett Hicks 6-3 208 Sr. 
4 Todd Walker _ 6-1 178 So. 
WR 9 Robert Johnson 61 218 Sr. 
16 GrantWalker GBT 
WR 8 = JoelfFilani 63 214 Sr. 
__2  CatronHouston Sl 183_ So. 
QB 6 Graham Harrell 63 197 So. 
13 Chris Todd 6-3 201 Fr. 
RB 21 Shannon Woods 5-1 197 So. 
37 Kobey Lewis 5-6 167 Fr. 
K 30 Alex Trlica 6-0 172 Jr. 
KR 20 Danny Amendola 5-11 175 Jr. 


Pos. No. Name H.W. Ch 
E 91 McKinner Dixon 6-3 265 So. 
___T1__ Jared Williams 65 252 So. 
NT 93 Chris Hudler 6-3 289 Sr. 
51 DekBake 5268S 
99 Ken Scott 6-2 327 Sr. 
51 Dek Bake _ 65 268 Sr. 
E 92 Seth Nitschmann 6-4 246 Sr. 
89 TlerYenzer GA 235 
WLB 42 Fletcher Session 6-0 232 Sr. 
__M__Brent Slaughter 61209 Sr. 
MLB 45 Brock Stratton 5-1 225 Jr. 
__ 48 Paul Williams G1 221 dr. 
SLB 96 Keyunta Dawson 6-2 248 Sr. 
___56 Kellen Tillman 61 237 Sr. 
LCB 36 Antonio Huffman 5-11 179) 4Sr 
28 Marcus Bunton 5-8 187 So. 

SS 49 Joe Garcia 62 206 Jr. 
23 Anthony Hines 61236 So. 
FS 7 Darcel McBath 61 193 So. 
24 _ Lance Fullér 6-0 217 So. 
RCB 17 Chris Parker 5 77? Jr. 
___33__Brent Nickerson 6071 Fr_ 
P 22 Alex Reyes 6-1 226 Sr. 
PR 20 Danny Amendola 5-175) Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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BIG 12 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 The Citadel 
Sept.9 — Louisiana-Lafayette 
Sept. 16  Army* 

Sept. 23 Louisiana Tech 
Sept. 30 @ Texas Tech 

Oct. 7 at Kansas 

Oct.14 Missouri 

Oct. 21 at Oklahoma State 
Oct.28 at Baylor 

Nov.4 A Oklahoma 

Nov. 11 Nebraska 

Nov. 24 Mat Texas” 

*at San Antonio “Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


AGGIES DATA 
Stadium: Kyle Field (grass, 82,600) 
Site: College Station, Texas 
Coach: Dennis Franchione 
(16-18, 3 years; 91-74 overall, 14 
years) 


Offensive coordinator: 

Les Koenning (4th year, 7th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Gary Darnell (Ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro sets 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1998 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 5-6, 3-5/4th 
Big 12 South 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Courtney Lewis 
(109 att., 723 yards, 7 TDs) 
Passing: Stephen McGee 
(24-53-1, 283 yards, 2 TDs) 
Receiving: Chad Schroeder 
(20 rec., 335 yards, 5 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Clemson L, 25-24 
SMU W, 66-3 
Texas State W, 44-31 
Baylor W, 16-13 (OT) 
at Colorado L, 41-20 
Oklahoma State —W, 62-23 

at Kansas State W, 30-28 
lowa State L, 42-14 

at Texas Tech L, 56-17 

at Oklahoma L, 36-30 
Texas L, 40-29 


14 


4, TEXAS A&M 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Look for the Aggies to return to 
their scheme that focuses on pounding the ball and limiting 
turnovers. The idea is to sustain drives and keep a suspect 
defense on the sideline. A&M will use one-back formations 
and mix in some read option to utilize a mobile quarterback. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The coaches have a ton of confi- 
dence in Stephen McGee, who is replacing career passing 
leader Reggie McNeal. McGee consistently moved the ball 
against Oklahoma and Texas over the final six quarters of last 
season after McNeal got hurt. Composed and tough, McGee 
looked better running than passing but did have impeccable 
credentials throwing the ball in high school. The plan is to 
shuffle three running backs, Courtney Lewis is a combo back 
who has led the team in rushing three straight years but has 
pouted some. Jorvorskie Lane is a classic power back. Blue- 
chipper Michael Goodson has excellent speed and wiggle. The 
Aggies were crippled at receiver last year, but LTydrick Riley, 
Chad Schroeder and Earvin Taylor now are healthy and provide 
speed and good hands to go with deep threat Kerry Franks. 
Joey Thomas is a sure-handed tight end, and Martellus 
Bennett should have a breakout season. On the line, pencil in 
highly touted Michael Shumard alongside four returning 
starters, including tackle Yemi Babalola. This unit led the way 
for a rushing game that ranked ninth nationally in 2005. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Last year's scheme seemed to be 
"run for cover.” The Aggies ranked 107th in Division |, allowing 
444 yards a game. Under new coordinator Gary Darnell, they 
will shift from a 4-3 to a 4-2-5 alignment. Look for a lot of 
blitzing to try to help the secondary. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Linebacker Justin Warren covers a 
ton of ground and is always in the pile. Tackle Red Bryant is 
better than his production indicated last season, and end 
Jason Jack should rebound after an injury-filled year. A&M is 
hunting for instant help at linebacker from junior college 
transfers Mark Dodge and Misi Tupe, as well as freshman 
Anthony Lewis. Five defensive back recruits, including corner- 
back Jordan Pugh, were brought in to compete with Devin 
Gregg and Danny Gorrer, promising players who started seven 
games between them last year. Finding a pair of safeties to go 
with Melvin Bullitt is crucial. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Justin Brantly was the punter on the 
Sporting News’ Freshman All-American team after showing a 
big leg and nice touch. With kicker Todd Pegram gone, A&M 
turns to Layne Neumann, who has handled kickoffs. The team 
also will break in a new long snapper and kick returner. 

COACHING STAFF Three new defensive coaches were added 
to fortify one of the nation’s most porous units, including 
Darnell, who was out of coaching last season after eight sea- 
sons as head coach at Western Michigan and a disastrous 
stint as Texas’ defensive coordinator, and Bill Clay, who is 
making his 12th college stop and has to fix A&M's safeties. 

BOTTOM LINE A cushy nonconference schedule had better 
be the answer to A&M's problems, Coach Dennis Franchione, a 
troubling 16-18 in three lackluster years, has produced just 
one winning season but is probably guaranteed a second and 
a bowl appearance as long as McGee doesn't self-destruct and 
the secondary doesn't implode. 


Pos. No. Name _ Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 14 Chad Schroeder 6-1 181 Sr. 
5 Howard Morrow _ 60 215 So. 
OT 71 YemiBabalola 6-4 308 So, 
72 Alex Kotzur 65 290) Sr 
0G 64 KirkElder 6-4 312 Jr 
78 Michael Shumard (Cott Ore) dire 
cae 70 Cody Wallace 6-4 296 Jr. 
63 Kevin Matthews 6-3 299 Fr. 
SG 77 Grant Dickey 6-5 313 Sr, 
51 Chris Yoder 63) 318 Jr. 
ST 54 Corey Clark 6-6 3H Jr. 
73 _ Travis Schneider 67 298 So. 
TE 3  Martellus Bennett 6-7 248 So 
___81__ Joey Thomas” 65 248 dr. 
WR 8 Kerry Franks 510 185 Jr. 
88 Cody Beyer* 61 180 Fr 
0B 7 StephenMcGee #§ 63 207 So 
19 TyBranyon 63 213 _ Sr. 
RB 25 Courtney Lewis 6-0 204 Sr. 
; 1l__Jorvorskie Lane _ 5-1 274 So. 
FB 24 = Chris Alexander Sl 246 Jr. 
39 Greg Boothe 61221 Sr 
K 32 Layne Neumann 6-0 175 Sr. 
KR 25 Courtney Lewis 6-0 204 Sr. 


Pos. No. Name_ __iHt. Wt. 
E 92 Chris Harrington 6-5 263 Jr. 
___ 89 Jason Jack 6-4 275 Jr 
T 35 Bryce Reed 6-1 304 Sr. 
95 Henry Smith _ 63 318 Jt. 
T 85 Red Bryant 6-5 330 Jr. 
94 Marques Thornton 61 288 Sr. 
E 49 Cyril Obiozor 6-4 270 So 
N__ Michael Bennett 6-4 263 So. 
LB 50 Mark Dodge 62 219 Jr. 
29 Stephen Hodge 61 230 Jr. 
LB 10 Justin Warren 6-3 245 Sr. 
41 MattFeatherston = 6-2 250 Fr 
S 48 Arkeith Brown 6-0 175 So, 
30 Chevar Bryson 6-0. 186 Fr. 
CB 4 ~—_~Danny Gorrer 6-0 182 So. 
13 Marquis Carpenter 60 179) Jr 
FS 26 Devin Gregg 5-1 195 So, 
28 Japhus Brown S203 dr 
SS 33 Melvin Bullitt 6-1 204 Sr. 
16__ Alton Dixon _ 5207 So. 
CB 27 Jordan Peterson 510 192 Fr. 
34 MarcusGold 57180 Fr. 
P 44 Justin Brantly 6-3 232 So. 
PR 14 Chad Schroeder 61 181 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 TCU 

Sept.9 Northwestern State 
Sept. 16 at Washington State 
Sept.23 Army 

Sept.30 @ Kansas State 
Oct. 7 at Colorado 

Oct.14 Mat Texas 

Oct. 21 Kansas 

Oct.28 A Texas A&M 
Nov.4 at Texas Tech 

Nov. 11 at Oklahoma State 
Nov.18 at Oklahoma 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


BEARS DATA 
Stadium: Floyd Casey (artificial, 
50,000) 

Site: Waco, Texas 

Coach: Guy Morriss (11-23, 

3 years; 20-27 overall, 5 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Lee Hays (Ist year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Bill Bradley (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-2-5 
Last league title won: 1994 
(Southwest, tie) 

Last bowl appearance: 1994 
2005 record: 5-6, 2-6/5th 

Big 12 South 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Paul Mosley 

(180 att., 657 yards., 7 TDs) 
Passing: Shawn Bell 
(190-320-6, 1,964 yards, 12 TDs) 
Receiving: Dominique Zeigler 
(48 rec., 563 yards, 5 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at SMU W, 28-23 
Samford W, 48-14 

at Army W, 20-10 

at Texas A&M L, 16-13 (OT) 
at lowa State W, 23-13 
Nebraska L, 23-14 

at Oklahoma L, 37-30 (20T) 
Texas Tech L, 28-0 
Texas L, 62-0 

at Missouri L, 31-16 
Oklahoma State . W, 44-34 


9. BAYLOR 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Guy Morriss would love to 
be physical and pound the ball. But the Bears haven't had the 
size or muscle to do that, so they will borrow a page from 
Texas Tech and adopt its pass-first scheme and try not to 
abandon the run completely. Morriss has made himself the 
line coach and might use some two-back formations. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Shawn Bell, who 
ranked sixth in the Big 12 in passing efficiency last year, 
doesn't have the biggest arm in the league but is smart and 
accurate and has decent mobility. Dominique Zeigler caught 
48 balls last season and paces a solid group of receivers that 
should be bolstered by Carl Sims and Queito Teasley as well 
as Ernest Smith and David Gettis. If the Bears can't generate a 
running game, power back Paul Mosley and versatile Brandon 
Whitaker won't be much help. Three starters are back in the 
line, including Will Blaylock, who started as a freshman at 
Tulane. Former tight end Jason Smith will move to tackle and 
has reminded some of former great Fred Miller. Defensive 
tackle Dan Gay has switched sides to add depth. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Don't look for coordinator Bill 
Bradley to dial back his attacking scheme. His unit made 
remarkable strides last season, forcing 17 fumbles. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Again the strength is the second- 
ary, where cornerback C.J. Wilson is the headliner after pick- 
ing off five passes last year. Anthony Arline is more than 
capable on the other side, and Wilson could even slide over to 
an inside safety position if promising Braelon Davis regains 
his eligibility and health (knee). Safety Maurice Linguist has 
moments but needs consistency. Bradley wants more athleti- 
cism at linebacker and is high on redshirt freshmen Joe 
Pawelek and Antonio Jones, and will try veteran Ben Hixson, 
Georgia Tech transfer Nick Moore and speedy Mississippi jun- 
ior college addition Paul Tolbert. Baylor will rotate eight play- 
ers, if possible, up front and will count heavily on tackle 
M.T. Robinson and end Marcus Foreman. Klayton Shoals and 
Vincent Rhodes should help in the middle, with Jameon 
Hardeman and Michael Slaughter on the outside. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Baylor has a bona fide weapon in punter 
Daniel Sepulveda, the 2004 Ray Guy Award winner. Alas, he 
injured his right knee playing basketball in the spring but is 
expected to be OK. He better be. His school-record career 
average of 44.85 yards ranks sixth in NCAA history. Kicker 
Ryan Havens has great range but missed seven of 23 field- 
goal attempts in 2005. Sims and Zeigler will carry their audi- 
tions as kick returners into August. 

COACHING STAFF Morriss revamped his staff, hiring West 
Texas A&M's Lee Hays and Wade Phillips’ son, Wes, as his new 
offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach, respectively. 
Gary Joe Kinne returns to the school where he was an all- 
conference linebacker. David Nichols is a grad assistant but 
will coach inside receivers. 

BOTTOM LINE Baylor won its first Big 12 road game (at 
lowa State) last season and hopes an improving talent base 
translates into the school's first postseason appearance since 
the Alamo Bowl in 1994. A string of 10 straight losing seasons 
could come to an end if the Bears find scoring punch and a 
few big-play linebackers. 


Pos. No. Name H.W. Ch 
WR 1 Trent Shelton 6-2 207 Sr. 
___ 83. Mikal Baker 60 191 So. 
LT 67 ‘Travis Farst 67 327 Sr. 
61 Matt Lott 65 318 Sr. 
LG 70 Chad Smith 66 299 Jr. 
14 Thad Boatner 61 273 Fr 
C 76 Yancy Boatner 6-4 327 Sr. 
60 Sam Sledge 62 266 Fr 
RG 50 Will Blaylock 6-2 308 Sr. 
71_Dan Gay 65 314 So. 
RT 72 Jason Smith 6-5 287 So. 
__ 68 _ Nick Pace 63289 Jr 
TE 81 Mike Miller 63 243 Jr. 
80 Jordan Adams 6-4 248 Jr 
WR 7 Dominique Zeigler 6-3 180 Sr. 
10 Thomas White 62 204 So. 
QB 11 Shawn Bell 61 219 Sr. 
14 Blake Szymanski —_'-/§-§-§ «64 198 Fr. 
RB 17 Paul Mosley 6-3 235 Sr. 
20 __ Brandon Whitaker 510 192 Jr 
FB 47 Damon Dotson 5-9 2 Sh 
40 Keegan Vann 6-0 242 Jr 
K 43 Ryan Havens 510 197 Sr. 
KR 24 Carl Sims 5-10 168 So. 


Pos, No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl, 
— 90 Marcus Foreman 6-2 248 Sr. 
-87_Jason Lamb_ 6-6 252 Fr. 
NT 99 MT. Robinson 6-1 305 Sr. 
98 Quincy Jenkins 61 286 Sr 
T 96  Klayton Shoals 63 281 Sr. 
91 Vincent Rhodes 62310. So. 
E 93 Julian Hill 63 254 Sr. 
_57 Geoff Nelson 6-2 252 Jn 
OS 15 Maurice Linguist 5-10 207 Sr. 
4 Jeremy Williams ss 510, 206s Fr. 
MLB 44 * Nick Moore 61 227 Jr. 
46 Joe Pawelek 62 205 A 
LB 8 Antonio Jones 63 229 Fr. 
35__Ben Hixson_ 62 236 So. 
CB 6 = Anthony Arline 6-2 194 Sr. 
36 James Todd 6-0 184 Sr 
FS 1 Dwain Crawford 6-0 202 So. 
21 Jordan Lake _ 62203 Fr 
ROV 9 Brandon Stiggers 6-0 188 Jr 
11 Marlon Price 62180 So. 
CB 3 = CW. Wilson 6-1) (195) aSk 
20 _Alton Wideman _ S14 dt 
P 37 ~~ Daniel Sepulveda G3! n22r’ Sr: 
PR 26 Queito Teasley 61 175 So. 


Returning starters in bold "True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 2 Missouri State 
Sept.9 at Arkansas State 
Sept. 16 Florida Atlantic 
Sept. 23 at Houston 
Oct.7 —_at Kansas State 
Oct.14 at Kansas 

Oct. 21 Texas A&M 
Oct.28 Nebraska 

Nov.4 Wat Texas 

Nov. 11 @ Baylor 
Nov.18 at Texas Tech 
Nov. 25 Oklahoma 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


COWBOYS 
DATA 


Stadium: Boone Pickens 
(artificial, 48,500) 

Site: Stillwater, Okla. 
Coach: Mike Gundy (4-7, 
2nd year, 12th at school) 


Offensive coordinator: 

Larry Fedora (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Vance Bedford (2nd year, 3rd at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1976 
(Big Eight, tie) 

Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 4-7, 1-7/6th Big 12 
South 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Mike Hamilton 

(193 att., 961 yards, 1 TD) 
Passing: Al Pena 

(89-179-13, 1,102 yards, 8 TDs) 
Receiving: D'Juan Woods 

(56 rec., 879 yards, 8 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Montana State W, 15-10 
at Florida Atlantic W, 23-3 
Arkansas State — W, 20-10 
Colorado L, 34-0 
Missouri L, 38-31 
at Texas A&M L, 62-32 
at lowa State L, 37-10 
Texas L, 47-28 
Texas Tech W, 24-17 
at Baylor L, 44-34 
at Oklahoma L, 42-12 


6. OKLAHOMA STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Cowboys expect improvement 
from their no-huddle spread offense. The goal is to get the 
best players in space, but to do so the team must pass with 
more consistency after ranking 98th nationally in 2005. 
Oklahoma State completed less than half of its passes and 
never could take pressure off its running attack. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Oklahoma State, as usual, appears 
set at running back. Mike Hamilton established a school 
freshman record with 961 rushing yards last season, and 
Julius Crosslin scored 12 touchdowns as the short-yardage 
specialist. Plus, Dantrell Savage, a star in junior college, is 
expected to add speed and elusiveness to the ground game. 
Oklahoma State had a quandary at quarterback; it was looking 
at four candidates in the spring and may not settle on one 
until August. The talented Bobby Reid is the leader for the 
job, but can he stay healthy? Zac Robinson has beefed up and 
can incorporate sprintouts and the option into the offense. Al 
Pena started four of the last six games in 2005 but has limit- 
ed skills. Whoever wins the job needs to throw the ball to the 
physical, glue-fingered D'Juan Woods. He thrived last year 
despite the passing game's struggles. The Cowboys have been 
salivating over the size and hands of North Carolina transfer 
Adarius Bowman, who could make teams pay for double-team- 
ing Woods. Corey Hilliard, David Washington and David 
Koenig bring experience to the line. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The defense will remain in its 4-3 
alignment and hope it can achieve continuity and force more 
turnovers. Last season, the Cowboys gave up too many big 
plays, were often overmatched at the point of attack and fin- 
ished with a minus-15 turnover margin. The Cowboys need to 
develop strength and resilience to keep from wearing down. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Nose guard Xavier Lawson-Kennedy 
has fought chronic knee problems and may be able to play 
only half the snaps. Victor DeGrate has great strength and 
Ryan McBean can create havoc. There is a void at linebacker, 
though Marcus Brown has the ability to deliver the big hit 
after sitting out a year following his dismissal from Air Force. 
The secondary lacks experience and proven depth. The team is 
high on corner Calvin Mickens, who is quick and started six 
games as a true freshman. Donovan Woods began the season 
as the quarterback but switched to safety. He has excellent 
athleticism and good size but needs work on his technique. 
His most memorable play last year was Texas’ Vince Young 
faking him off his feet en route to an 80-yard touchdown run. 
This defense badly needs playmakers. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Bruce Redden is a weapon, but he'll 
have to battle Jason Ricks for the job. Matt Fodge is as a 
capable punter. Grant Jones could be pushed at kick returner. 

COACHING Mike Gundy enters his second year as head 
coach. He is a smart strategist and has a quiet composure. 
Gundy’s a no-nonsense sort who dismissed eight players for 
missing class and other violations. in his first year. 

BOTTOM LINE The Cowboys lost seven of their last eight 
games last year—by an average of 23 points. They should 
start strong, thanks to a tissue-soft schedule, but they appear 
set to return the Big 12 South cellar unless they find some 
stability at quarterback. 


\, > — 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 84 D'Juan Woods 6-1 210 Sr. 
___ 9 __ Jeremy Broadway 5-11 180 So. 
LT 61 David Koenig 6-4 290 Jr. 

60 Brady Bond 6-6 260 Fr 
UG 52 Andrew Lawrence — 64 305 Fr. 
__57 _ Jacob Secrest* 65 295 Fr. 
€ 63 David Washington 6-4 295 So. 

72 KurtSeifried 64 300 Sr 

65 Steve Denning 6-4 285 So. 

TT Noah Franklin 64305 Fr 

75 Corey Hilliard 6-5 310 Sr. 

68 Marshall Tetsworth 6-5 275 Sr 
TE 87 Brandon Pettigrew 6-5 255 So. 
____ 88 Paschal Smith 64 270 Jr 
WR 12 Adarius Bowman 64 215 Jr. 
___ 4 __ Anthony Parks 6-0 190 Jr. 
WR 6 Ricky Price 6-0 175 So. 

10__ Tommy Devereaux 61 175 Jr. 
QB 14 Bobby Reid 63 225 So. 
___11__ Zac Robinson GrS oa Somers 
RB 29 Mike Hamilton 6-1 215 So. 

32 Julius Crosstin 51 240 Jr. 
K 85 Jason Ricks 61 190 So. 
KR 10 Tommy Devereaux 61 175 Jr. 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
E 50 Darnell Smith 6-0 270 Sr. 

13 Nathan Peterson 6-2 250 Jr 
T 93 Ryan McBean 6-5 290 Sr. 
96 Jeray Chatham 6-4 270 So. 
T 92 Larry Brown GSM esaneor. 
___90 Xavier Lawson-Kennedy 6-1 315 Sr._ 
E 51 Victor DeGrate 6-3 250 Sr. 
____97__ Marque Fountain 61 260 Jr 
LB 2 Rodrick Johnson 63 255 Jr 
19 Jeremy Nethon 5-9 190 Jr. 
LB 35 Marcus Brown 62 240 So. 
40 Donnell Williams* = 6-3. 220s Fr. 
\B 44° Chris Collins* 61 230 Fr. 

36 Alex Odiari 6-1 225 So, 
CB 27 = Calvin Mickens 6-2 185 So. 
7 MartelVan Zant 62205 Jr. 
SS 8 Donovan Woods 6-2 220 Jr. 
___26 Quinton Moore _ 5-185 So. 
FS 20 Andre Sexton 61 190 Fr. 
___ 30 _ Grant Jones 5-10 195 Sr. 
CB 17 «Jacob Lacey 5-10 180 So, 

nN TJ.Bell 5-1 180 So. 
P 18 Matt Fodge 6-0 180 So. 
PR 10 Tommy Devereaux 61 175 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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Weekdays 


Jam — 1pm ET 


Listen on the 
Sporting News Rapio 
affiliate nearest you 
or online at 
radio.sportingnews.com 


Also on XM 
Satellite Radio 
channel 143 


By Tom Diennant, 
Sporting News 
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Ohio State will 
make a point- 
lots of points 


Three is the loneliest 
number. 

That's how many teams 
haven't won at least a share 
of the Big Ten title the past 
10 years. The dubious trio? 
Indiana, Minnesota and 
Michigan State. 

Don't expect either of the 
“terrible threesome” to bring 
home the hardware this fall. 
No, no, no. That honor will go 
to Ohio State. 

Sure, the Buckeyes have 


- nine starters to replace on 


defense. But, come on, we all 
know there are plenty of 
BMOCs in Buckeye-land. 

Until those studs get up to 
speed, Ohio State will lean on 
an offense that could be the 
conference's most explosive 
since Penn State's famed 
1994 juggernaut. 

Offense is the Big Ten's 
theme this season. For the 
first time in more than 20 
years, the league will boast 
nine returning starting quar- 
terbacks. Six are entering 
their third year as starters. 
The headliner? You guessed 
it; Ohio State's Troy Smith. 

Want more? Five of the 
league's top eight rushers are 
back. Yeah, the Buckeyes’ 
Antonio Pittman is one of 
them. = 

And get this: Five premier 
receivers return. Yes, Ohio 
State has the star of stars in 
Ted Ginn. 

So score 2006 for Ohio 
State, which is gunning for 
its third Big Ten title in six 
years under Jim Tressel. Oh, 
and replace those bulbs in 
the scoreboard. 


Ascending 

lowa. The past 
five years, only 
one Big Ten 
team—Ohio 
State—has a better 
overall record than 
the Hawkeyes’ 
45-17 mark. And 
lowa is one of only 
four schools in the 
nation—USC, 
Georgia and 
Florida State are 
the others—to 
have appeared in 
four consecutive 
January bowls. Oh, 
and the Hawkeyes 
are doing all of 
this with less 
talent than 
Michigan, Ohio 
State and Penn 
State. Can Kirk 
Ferentz get some 
love? 


Descending 
Purdue. The 
Boilermakers aren't 
in peril of sinking 
into the abyss that 
swallowed the pro- 
gram from 1985-96, but let's 
sound the alarm. Purdue is 
coming off its first non-bowl 
season in Joe Tillers nine- 
year tenure. The defense is 
littered with questions. (The 
secondary is a train wreck.) 
And is quarterback Curtis 
Painter the real deal? Start 
worrying, Purdue Pete. 


Most underrated player 
Mark Zalewski, LB, 
Wisconsin. The gritty 
Zalewski led the Badgers with 
12.5 tackles for loss and 
ranked third on the team in 
tackles last year. And the 
team he captained whipped 
Auburn in the Capital One 
Bowl. Alas, Zalewski wasn't 


even honorable mention 
All-Big Ten. What a shame. 


Player who must step up 
Anthony Morelli, QB, Penn 
State. The former blue-chip 


ya RANKINGS 


JECTED FINISH Backfeld 
1. Ohio State 1 
2. lowa 2 
3. Penn State 6 
4, Michigan 3 
5. Purdue 9 
6. Wisconsin 5 
T.Minnesota th 
8. Michigan State 4 
9, Northwestern 8 
10. Illinois 10 
M1, Indiana i} 


OFFENSE 


recruit has shown flashes the 
past two years. Now, the junior 
must shine for the reigning 
league champs. His job: 
replace Big Ten MVP Michael 
Robinson. Good luck, Anthony. 


DEFENSE Special 
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JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Biggest shoes to fill 

A.J. Hawk, LB, Ohio State. 
The Big Ten Defensive Player 
of the Year looked like a hip- 
pie but hit like a Teamster. No 
wonder he won the Lombardi 
Trophy. Marcus Freeman looks 
ready-made to excel after a 
knee injury ruined his 2005. 


Chad Greenway and Abdul 
Hodge, LBs, lowa. Let's call 
them “lowa Icons.” Hodge led 
the Big Ten in tackles last 
year; Greenway ranked second. 
They combined for 869 career 
tackles. Let's stop there. Mike 
Klinkenborg and Mike Humpal 
are feeling enough pressure. 
Poor guys. 

Laurence Maroney, RB, 
Minnesota. All he did was 
tush for more than 1,000 
yards each of the past three 
years before leaving early as 
the school’s second all-time 
leading rusher. Gary Russell, a 
1,000-yard rusher last year, 
was supposed to take over, 


but his status is iffy after he 
left school to deal with aca- 
demic issues. That means 
Amir Pinnix could be the man. 
Whomever it is won't be 
escorted by Outland Trophy- 
winning center Greg Eslinger, 
and star guard Mark 
Setterstrom is gone. Gulp. 


Newcomers to watch 

Larry Grant, LB, Ohio 
State. The mega-talented jun- 
ior college transfer took part 
in spring drills and looked like 
he belonged for a team that 
must replace three star line- 
backers. Grant should emerge 
as Bobby Carpenter's replace- 
ment on the strong side. 

Lance Kendricks, WR, 
Wisconsin. Brandon Williams 
(59 receptions), Jonathan Orr 
(40) and Owen Daniels (22) 
are gone. Oh, and so is run- 
ning back Brian Calhoun (53). 
Someone has to catch John 
Stocco’s passes. And it could 
be Kendricks, an incoming 
freshman who is a big target 


with a fat scrapbook. 

Brett Basanez, QB, 
Northwestern. He could have 
been the Big Ten MVP last 
year. Probably should have 
been. Basanez’s intangibles 
were off the board. The 
Wildcats have several options, 
but sophomore C.J. Bacher 
looks like the best. Expect 
growing pains. Lots of growing 
pains. 


Best bets 


Big Ten teams will play 
Notre Dame on four consecu- 
tive weekends beginning 
September 9 with Penn State 
followed by Michigan, 
Michigan State and Purdue. 
Alas, the Big Ten will lose 
each time. ... Minnesota's 
string of three consecutive 
seasons with two 1,000-yard 
rushers will end. ... Hayden 
Fry will smile when former 
pupils Chuck Long (San Diego 
State) and Bret Bielema 
(Wisconsin) meet September 
16 during their debut seasons 
as head coaches. ... Drew 
Brees used to sneeze and 
throw 10 touchdown passes. 
But that was Purdue's confer- 
ence-low total last year. The 
Boilers will have 10 TD tosses 
by midseason this fall. ... 
Michigan State will lose at 
least one game because of a 
special teams miscue. ... 
Indiana and Michigan State 
will go a fifth consecutive 
season without a 1,000-yard 
rusher, the longest such 
streak in the Big Ten. ... Some 
will trumpet the fact Illinois 
returns a league-high 21 of 24 
starters. But the Illini still 
won't go to a bowl. ... Eight 
schools scheduled I-AA foes 
looking for an automatic "W.” 
But that won't be the case for 
Indiana, which has the most 
dangerous I-AA foe: Southern 
Illinois. TSN 


ALL-BIG TEN 


Pos.Name, school Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR = Ted Ginn, Ohio State 6-0 175 Jr. 
WR Dorien Bryant, Purdue 510 175 Jr. 
TE Tyler Ecker, Michigan 6-6 247 Sr. 
T Levi Brown, Penn State 6-5 328 Sr. 
T Joe Thomas, Wisconsin 68 306 Sr. 
G Jordan Grimes, Purdue 63 334 Jr. 
G Mike Jones, lowa 6-5 302 Sr. 
C Trevor Rees, Northwestern 6-2 285 Jr. 
QB Troy Smith, Ohio State 61 215 Sr. 
RB Albert Young, lowa ~ 5-10 209 Jr. 
RB Mike Hart, Michigan 5-9 198 Jr. 
, 
E Kenny Iwebema, lowa 6-4 270 Jr. 
E ~ LaMarr Woodley, Michigan 62 268 Sr. 
T Quinn Pitcock, Ohio State 6-3 295 Sr. 
T Jay Alford, Penn State 6-3 288 Sr. 
LB Paul Posluszny, Penn State 61 238 Sr. 
LB Mark Zalewski, Wisconsin 62 236 Sr. 
LB Prescott Burgess, Michigan 6-3 246 Sr. 
CB Justin King, Penn State 5-11 179 So 
CB Leon Hall, Michigan 5-1 193 Sr. 
S Joe Stellmacher, Wisconsin 6-1 222 Sr. 
S Marcus Paschal, lowa 6-0 207 Sr. 
(SegNUSIS. SS 
K Kyle Schlicher, lowa 5-9 184 Sr. 
P Ken DeBauche, Wisconsin 62 221 Jr. 
KR Ted Ginn, Ohio State 6-0 175 Jr. 


Offense: Troy Smith, OB, Ohio State 
Defense: Paul Posluszny, LB, Penn State 


Pos.Name, school “Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR Derrick Williams, Penn State 6-0 201 So. 
WR > Mario Manningham, Michigan 6-0 187 So. 
TE Matt Spaeth, Minnesota 6-6 270 Sr. 
T Kirk Barton, Ohio State 67 325 Jr. 
T Marshal Yanda, lowa 6-4 305 Sr. 
G Tony Brinkhaus, Minnesota 6-4 300 Jr. 
G Adam Kraus, Michigan 6-6 295 Jr. 
C Doug Datish, Ohio State 65 295 Sr. 
QB Drew Tate, lowa 6-0 192 Sr. 
RB Tyrell Sutton, Northwestern 5-9 190 So 
RB Antonio Pittman, Ohio State 5-1 195 Jr. 
E Steve Davis, Minnesota 6-2 230 So 
E Matthew Shaughnessy, Wisconsin 6-6 227 So. 
T Chris Norwell, Illinois 66 290 Jr. 
T Nick Hayden, Wisconsin 65 310 Jr. 
LB Edmond Miles, lowa 6-1 228 Sr. 
LB Dan Connor, Penn State 6-3 225 Jr. 
LB Tim Shaw, Penn State 6-1 237 Sr. 
CB Malcolm Jenkins, Ohio State 6-1 180 So. 
CB Marquice Cole, Northwestern 510 185 Sr. 
S Kevin Mitchell, Illinois 6-0 200 Jr. 
S Roderick Rogers, Wisconsin 6-2 186 Sr. 
K Garrett Rivas, Michigan 5-9 217 Sr. 
P Brandon Fields, Michigan State 6-6 232 Sr. 
KR Steve Breaston, Michigan 6-4 182 Sr. 


Offense: Lance Kendricks, WR, Wisconsin 
Defense: Larry Grant, LB, Ohio State 


BIGTEN SCOUTING [J 


GAMES TO WATCH 
© Ohio State at Texas, Sept.9 

It's the redux of last year's epic showdown in 
the Shoe. What's at stake for Ohio State? 
Only a shot at the national title. 

@ Penn State at Notre Dame, Sept. 9 

Let's bill this “Return of the Titans,” because 
both programs appear to have re-discovered 
their strut. They have't clashed since 1992. 
@ Michigan at Notre Dame, Sept. 16 

The Irish stamped themselves legit by 
winning this game last year. The Wolverines 
can do the same for themselves this year, but 
they haven't won in South Bend since 1994. — 
@ Penn State at Ohio State, Sept. 23 

In one corner is last year's co-Big Ten 
champion. In the other, 2005's other 
co-champ. Best rebuilt defense wins. 

@ Ohio State at lowa, Sept, 30 

Jim Tressel has had his pants pulled down 
once at Ohio State: 33-7 at lowa in 2004. 
He'll sport a killer sweater vest for this one. 
@ Michigan State at Michigan, Oct. 7 

Can you feel little brother Sparty's pain? Big 
brother Michigan has won the last two-in 
overtime, Each will need this one-badly. 

@ Michigan at Penn State, Oct. 14 

Will JoePa pay back the Wolverines for 
stealing a last-second win in 2005 and enda 
seven-game losing streak in the series? 


@ Iowa at Michigan, Oct. 21 Ohio State signed RB Chris Wells, arguably the nation’s RANKING THE TEAMS 
Classic midseason Big Ten title elimination No. 1 prospect. The Buckeyes also snagged budding star A Poaat Sate 7. Wisconsin 

bout between the up-and-comer and the DE Robert Rose. ... Michigan scored talent across the ell -ahdtrdanad 

fading legend. Where's Don King? board, headed by home-grown LB Brandon Graham. ... Gemichigan 9. Minnesota 

@ Penn State at Wisconsin, Nov. 4 Illinois’ Ron Zook showed he still has his touch by signing Adie 10. Nortiwestern 
Could be time for the nation’s oldest coach QB Isiah Williams, the headliner of a strong class. ... lowa’s : nee atete:  otaliitane 


(79-year old JoePa) to teach the nation’s 
youngest (36-year-old Bret Bielema) a few 
tricks. Maybe not. 

@ Michigan at Ohio State, Nov. 18 

Lloyd Carr has just gotta win this one after 
going 1-4 against Jim Tressel, He's just gotta, 
right? Right? 

@ Dream schedule 

For Indiana, it’s all about ending a bow! 


drought that stretches to 1993. The toughest — 


nonconference game? UConn. We aren't 
making this up. Alas, a bow! still isn’t likely. 
@ Nightmare schedule 

Michigan faces a high-calorie menu that 
includes games at Notre Dame, at Penn State 
and at Ohio State. A visit from lowa doesn't 
figure to be a treat, either, and a visit from 
Michigan State always is a dogfight. Let the 
grumbling begin, 

@ Bowl bound 

Ohio State, lowa, Michigan and Penn State 
are take-it-to-the-bank locks. And Purdue 
and Wisconsin appear in good shape, It gets 
tricky from there. Michigan State and 
Minnesota are living on the edge. 
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By Rivals.com 


Player, position 

1. Chris Wells, RB 

2. Brandon Graham, LB 
3. Robert Rose, DE 

4. A.J. Wallace, DB 

5. Stephen Schilling, OL 
6. Jared Odrick, DT 

7. Carlos Brown, RB 

8. Jonas Mouton, DB 

9. Maurice Evans, DE - 
10. Connor Smith, OL 

11, Antonio Logan-El, OL 
12. Justin Boren, OL 

13, J.B. Walton, OL 

14. Jeremiha Hunter, LB 
15, Isiah Williams, OB 
16. Ray Small, WR 

17. Adam Patterson, DE 
18. Greg Mathews, WR 
19. Pat Devlin, OB 

20. Chris Bell, WR 


Ht./wt. 


6-1/225 
6-2/240 
65/260 
61/195 

6-5/285 
6-5/303 
6-0/195 
62/212 
6-3/245 
6-5/295 
6-4/307 
6-4/305 
63/275 
62/217 
62/207 
6-0/175 
63/260 
6-3/180 
63/200 
63/205 


Hometown/Previous school 
Akron, Ohio/Garfield 
Detroit/Crockett Technical 
Cleveland/Glenville 

Pomfret, Md./McDonough 

Bellevue, Wash./Bellevue 

Lebanon, Pa./Lebanon 

Franklin, Ga./Heard County 

Los Angeles/Venice 

Middle Village, N.Y./Christ The King 
Cincinnati /Colerain 

Forestville, Md./Forestville 
Pickerington, Ohio/Pickerington North 
Indian Head, Md./Lackey 


York, Pa./Harrisburg Science and Tatiackts 


Chicago/Vocational 
Cleveland/Glenville 

Columbia, S.C./Richland Northeast 
Orlando/Edgewater 

Exton, Pa./Dowington East 
Norfolk, Va./Granby 


College 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Michigan 
Penn State 
Michigan 
Michigan 
Penn State 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Michigan 
Penn State 


Illinois 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Michigan 
Penn State 
Penn State 


NOTEBOOK The story was the return of Penn State to the national recruiting scene. 


The Nittany Lions dominated in Maryland, signing DB A.J. Wallace and OL J.B. Walton. Getting in-state 


stars DT Jared Odrick and QB Pat Devlin also was key. ... 


catches lacked the star power of its 2005 haul, but there 


still is plenty to be excited about, including LB Jeremiha 


Hunter. ... 


Wisconsin needed help at receiver and scored big by landing in-state product Lance Kendricks. 


.. Michigan State and Purdue turned to the junior college ranks for help. —Jeremy Crabtree, Rivals.com 


RUSHING Player, school, class 

1. Tyrell Sutton, Northwestern, So. 

2. Albert Young, lowa, Jr. 

3, Antonio Pittman, Ohio State, Jr. 
4. Gary Russell, Minnesota, Jr. 

5. Tony Hunt, Penn State, Sr. 


PASSING Player, school, class 

1, Drew Stanton, Michigan State, Sr. 
2. John Stocco, Wisconsin, Sr. 

3. Drew Tate, lowa, Sr. 

4. Bryan Cupito, Minnesota, Sr. 

5. Chad Henne, Michigan, Jr. 


RECEIVING Player, school, class 
1, James Hardy, Indiana, So. 

2. Dorien Bryant, Purdue, Jr. 

3. Shaun Herbert, Northwestern, Sr. 
4. Ted Ginn, Ohio State, Jr. 


5. Jerramy Scott, Michigan State, Sr. 
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tt. Yds. Avg. Long TD 
= 1,474 59 62 16 
249 «1,334 5.4 36 8 
243,331 55 67 7 
186 1,130 6.1 61 8 
74 ~~ 1,047 6.0 70 6 
Comp Att. Pct. Int. Yds. Yds./att. TD 
236 «4354 «4966.7 12 «3,077 87 22 
1997 328) «6601 9 2920 89 21 
219 352 «622 0«7 «2,828 = 80s 22 
7% 84297) «659.3 9 «2,530 8.5 19 
223 «382 «(45840 82,526 6.6 23 
Rec. Yds. Long TD RPG YPR 
61 = 893 83 10 61 4.6 
80 960 44 4 7.3 12.0 
719 = 862 34 6 6.6 10.9 
51 803 73 4 43 15.8 
49-722 48 4 45 47 


YPG 
122.8 
m2 
110.9 
94.2 
87.2 


Rating NCAA rk. 


153.4 
150.5 
146.4 
1459 
129.6 


YPG 
89.3 
87.3 
71.8 
66.9 
65.6 


10 
13 
20 
21 
50 


NCAA rk. 
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SPORTING NEws experts select the 40 Best Stadiums 
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hardbound with dust jacket. 
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A must for all college football fans! 
CALL NOW TOLL-FREE 


To order by mail: Send check or money order to: The Sporting News, Attn: Book Dept. O6CFB, P.0, Box 11229, Des Moines, IA 
50340. Or fax your order to 515-699-3738 Dept. O6CFB. Shipping and handling: All U.S. and Canadian orders shipped via 
UPS. No P.0. Boxes please. Charges: For U.S. orders, $3.95 for first book, $1.95 for each additional book. For Canadian 
orders, $6.95 for first book, $1.95 for each additional book. International rates available upon request. 


BIG TEN 


Opponent 
Northern Illinois 
Wat Texas 
Cincinnati 
Penn State 
A at lowa 
Bowling Green 
at Michigan State 
Indiana 
Minnesota 
at Illinois 
at Northwestern 
@ Michigan 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


BATA 


Stadium: Ohio (grass, 101,568) 
Site: Columbus, Ohio 

Coach: Jim Tressel (50-13, 

5 years; 9th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Jim Bollman (6th season) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jim Heacock (2nd year, tith at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2005 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 1999 
2005 record: 10-2, 7-1/Tist 
Big Ten 


2005 RESULTS 
Miami (Ohio) W, 34-14 
Texas L, 25-22 
San Diego State  W, 27-6 
lowa W, 31-6 
at Penn State L, 17-10 
Michigan State § W, 35-24 
at Indiana W, 41-10 
at Minnesota W, 45-31 
Illinois OW 40:2 
Northwestern W, 48-7 
at Michigan W, 25-21 
Notre Dame* W, 34-20 
*Fiesta Bowl 


Offense: TE Ryan Hamby, 

WR Santonio Holmes, K Josh 
Huston, C Nick Mangold, 

FB Brandon Schnittker; T Rob Sims 
Defense: LB Bobby Carpenter, 
CB Tyler Everett, T Marcus 
Green, LB A.J. Hawk, E Mike 
Kudla, S Nate Salley, LB Anthony 
Schlegel, S Donte Whitner, 

CB Ashton Youboty 
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ScourING REPORTS: MATT HAYES ANO TOM DiENHART, SPORTING NEWS; MICHAEL BRADLEY, FREELANCE WRITER 


1. OHIO STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Jim 
Tressel’s conservative philosophy 
of running the ball, playing tough 
defense and being sound in spe- 
cial teams is going to take a hit. 
There will be more spread forma- 
tions and more of quarterback Troy 
Smith creating and free-lancing. 

SKILL POSITIONS Smith is 
accurate and has a strong arm but 
needs to trust his protection 
longer. Too often, Smith will bail 
on a play and use his legs to make 
something happen. But his run- 
ning ability has brought an added 
dimension to the offense with the 
read option, which allows him to 
get to the outside and give oppo- 
nents another threat to defend. 
Justin Zwick is a more than capa- 
ble backup with a strong, accurate 
arm. Running back Antonio 
Pittman is a speedy, powerful 
slasher. Then there's super recruit 
Chris Wells, who enrolled early 
and looked so impressive in spring 
practice that he'll be more than a 
short-yardage, situational back. 
Maurice Wells is a change-of-pace 
scatback. Fullback Stan White is a 
solid lead blocker. The receiving 
corps starts with the speed and 
dynamic ability of Ted Ginn, the 
nation's most electrifying player. 
He made big strides this spring 
and finally is the team's No. 1 
option with Santonio Holmes off 
to the NFL a year early. Anthony 
Gonzalez has gone from a posses- 
sion receiver to a legitimate No. 2. 
Roy Hall is a big, physical player 
with speed and will be a matchup 
problem once he becomes more 
consistent. Redshirt freshman 
Brian Hartline is the future. The 


' staff wants to get the tight end 


more involved. Rory Nichol and 
Marcel Frost are big, active tar- 
gets who will be counted on 
should their games become more 
complete. 

OFFENSIVE LINE This unit could 
be Ohio State's best in Tressel's 
tenure. Doug Datish moves to 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


center from tackle to give the unit 


more experience and leadership 


inside—and because Alex Boone is 
emerging at left tackle. Boone has 


the size and wingspan to domi- 
nate. Kirk Barton is a stud tackle 
on the other side. Boone, poten- 
tially the team's best lineman 
since Orlando Pace, and Barton 
form a terrific duo at tackle. 
Inside, the Buckeyes have size 
with guards Steve Rehring and 


T.J. Downing, 300-pounders with 
quick feet. Datish could move to 
left guard if Rehring doesn't play 
with more consistency. But that 
move would leave the unit with 
redshirt freshman Jim Cordle, 
who's undersized but technically 
sound, directing the line at center. 
DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
Buckeyes play fast and active, and 
Jim Heacock’s defense is based on 
the front four supplying pressure 


RUSHING 
Antonio Pittman 
Troy Smith 
Maurice Wells 
PASSING 
Troy Smith 149 
Justin Zwick 42 
RECEIVING 

Ted Ginn 

Anthony Gonzalez 

Antonio Pittman 

KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Ted Ginn 

KICKING 

None 

TACKLES Solo 
Malcolm Jenkins 23 
Quinn Pitcock 4 
David Patterson 4 
John Kerr 7 
Sacks: Patterson (4) 


Interceptions: Brandon Mitchell (1) 


and funneling plays to quick, 
aggressive linebackers. 
FRONT SEVEN The unit 
lacked speed off the edge last 
season and needs an upgrade 
at end. Jay Richardson is solid 
at one end but isn't much of a 
pass rusher. Lawrence Wilson 
isn't as heavy as the staff 
would like, but his 6-6 frame 
and big wingspan make him a 
tough matchup. Then there's 
Vernon Gholston, who showed 
flashes before injury wrecked 
his 2005 season. The strength 
of the unit is inside, where 
tackles Quinn Pitcock and 
David Patterson are active run 
stuffers and underrated pass 
rushers. Pitcock will be one of 
the nation’s top tackles. Sian 
Cotton and Joel Penton give 
the unit a four-man rotation. 
There has to be a letdown at 
linebacker, right? Nope. There 
won't be a significant drop-off, 


Comp. 


Assists _ Total 


Att. Yds. 
243 1,331 
136 611 


6 199 


Att. Pct. Yds. TD 
237 «62.9 2,282 16 
58 724 359 i] 
Rec. Yds. Avg. 


15.7 
13.3 
9.5 
Avg. 
18.2 2 


XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 


TFL/Yds. 
0/0 
3/5 
75/18 
0/0 


even with A.J. Hawk, Bobby 

Carpenter and Anthony 
Schlegel gone. In fact, this 
unit is seven deep. John Kerr 
will man the middle and is 
set for a big season. The 
remaining two starters are 
set, but both will have to fend 
off fall camp challenges. 
Former uber-recruit Marcus 
Freeman is back from a knee 
injury and will give the unit a 
blitzing presence from the 
weakside spot. Strongside 
man James Laurinaitis is 
being pressed by touted jun- 
ior college transfer Larry 
Grant and Curtis Terry. Blue- 
chip recruit Ross Homan 
enrolled early and figures to 
play somewhere. 

SECONDARY No group grew 
as much in the spring as the 
secondary, which went from a 
serious concern to a unit that 
could be a strength by the 


end of the season. That's a 
good thing, considering the 
staff has to replace four 
starters. Cornerback Malcolm 
Jenkins is the unit's next star. 
He has an ability to break on 
the ball and play aggressive- 
ly. Diminutive Antonio Smith 
is the projected starter at the 
other corner. But don't count 
out freshman Kurt Coleman, 
who enrolled early. Jamario 
O'Neal and Brandon Mitchell 
were penciled in as starters 
at strong and free safety 
before the spring. But red- 
shirt freshman Anderson 
Russell and Nick Patterson 
played so well, the four will 
battle in camp for the 
starting spots. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Redshirt 
freshman Aaron Pettrey has a 
strong leg and will get the 
first opportunity to kick. The 
unknown: How will Pettrey 
respond to a couple of missed 
kicks? Punter A.J. Trapasso 
did a solid job last season but 
needs to be more consistent. 
Ginn has run back five punts 
and a kickoff for touchdowns. 
Enough said. 

COACHING STAFF With 
each season, the button-down 
Tressel is becoming more 
multiple with his offensive 
game plan, and the results 
are impressive, And he 
continues to keep a cohesive 
staff despite losing numerous 
assistants to head coaching 
jobs and/or NFL gigs. 

BOTTOM LINE With the 
potential talent of the offense, 
another strong effort by the 
rehabbed defense will have 
the Buckeyes playing for the 
national title. The September 
game at Texas is huge. Penn 
State and Michigan come to 
the Horseshoe. —Matt Hayes 


A Big Ten coach says ... 


BIG TEN 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No, Name = i es ds 
WR 7 Ted Ginn 6-0 175 Jr. 
___ 80 BrianRobiskie = #63 190 So. 
{T 75 Alex Boone 68 315 So. 
_78 Daniel Dye (Pema Are 
UG 71 SteveRehring | 68 329 So 
____79__ Jon Skinner 6-5 300 So. 
€ 50 Doug Datish 6-5 295 Sr. 
64 JimCordle == 527. 
RG 72  T.J. Downing 6-5 305 Sr. 
____ 68 _ Tim Schafer 6-5 290 Sr. 
RT 74 Kirk Barton 6-7 325 Jr 
65 Doug Ebner 6-4 285 So, 
TE 88 Rory Nicol 6-5 260 So. 
81 MarcelFrost =—=s/§-§ »§—s 5255 Jr 
WR 11 Anthony Gonzalez 6-0 195 Jr. 
—__ 8 Royall 63 240 Sr. 
QB 10 Troy Smith 6-1 215 Sr. 
12 JustinZwick = 4225 Sr. 
RB 25 Antonio Pittman 5-1 195 Jr. 
____34__ Maurice Wells 5-10 190 So. 
FB 89 Stan White 6-3. 242 Sr. 
49 Dionte Johnson 6-0 250 Jr. 
K 20 AaronPettrey |§ 61 184 Fr, 
KR 7 Ted Ginn 6-0 175 Jr. 


Pos, No, Name Ht, Wt. Ch 
E87 _—_ Lawrence Wilson 66 225 So. 
___50 Vernon Gholston 64-260 So. 
T 97 David Patterson 6-3 285 Sr. 
___95 SianCotton 4315 dr 
T 90 Quinn Pitcock 6-3 295 Sr. 
____ 98" _Joe! Penton 65290 Sr. 
E 99 Jay Richardson 6-6 276 Sr. 
78 Alex Barrow x 1645 255 0; « 
SLB 33 James Laurinaitis 63 231 So. 
55 Curtis Terry — 62 220 Jr. 
MLB 52 John Kerr 6-1 246 Sr. 
5 Mike D'Andrea 63 248 Sr. 
WLB 1 ~~ Marcus Freeman 6-2 230 So. 
38 Austin Spitler 6-3 228 Fr. 
RCB 14 Antonio Smith 5-945 195 She 
_20 Donald Washington 6-1 185__Fr. 
SS 3  Jamario O'Neal 61 180 So, 
37__ Anderson Russell 6-0 190 Fr ' 
FS 35 Nick Patterson 62 210 So. 
____32__ Brandon Mitchell 6-3 205 Sr. 
LCB 2 Malcolm Jenkins 6-1 180 So, 
____ 24 Mike Roberts “S72 185 Si; 
P 15 A.J. Trapasso 6-1 220 So, 
PR 7 ~ Ted Ginn 6-0 175 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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BIG TEN 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Montana 
Sept.9 at Syracuse 
Sept.16 A lowa State 
Sept. 23 at Illinois 

Sept. 30 Ohio State 

Oct. 7 @ Purdue 
Oct.14 at Indiana 

Oct. 21. Mat Michigan 
Oct. 28 Northern Illinois 
Nov.4 — Northwestern 
Nov. 11 Wisconsin 
Nov.18 at Minnesota 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


HAWKEYES 
DATA 

Stadium: Kinnick (grass, 70,585) 
Site: lowa City, lowa 

Coach: Kirk Ferentz (49-36, 

7 years; 17th at school; 61-57 
overall, 10 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Ken O'Keefe (8th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Norm Parker (8th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 2000 
2005 record: 7-5, 5-3/T3rd Big 
Ten 


2005 RESULTS 
Ball State W, 56-0 

at lowa State L, 23-3 
Northern lowa W, 45-21 

at Ohio State L, 31-6 
Illinois W, 35-7 

at Purdue W, 34-17 
Indiana W, 38-21 
Michigan L, 23-20 (07) 
at Northwestern —L, 28-27 

at Wisconsin W, 20-10 
Minnesota W, 52-28 
Florida* L, 31-24 
*Outback Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: C Brian Ferentz, T Ben 
Gates, WR Ed Hinkel, WR Matt 
Melloy, WR Clinton Solomon 
Defense: CB Antwan Allen, 

E Mike Follett, LB Chad Greenway, 
LB Abdul Hodge, CB Jovon 
Johnson 


= 
2. 
: 


ca 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is 
a traditional, two-back offense 
that strives for balance. The for- 
mations vary and range from a 
one-back look to a two-tight end 
set. The staff uses the run to set 
up the pass in a complex scheme 
that features several NFL wrinkles. 
Expect the attack to lean on the 
experience at quarterback and run- 
ning back. Still, lowa will take 
shots downfield. 

SKILL POSITIONS Quarterback 
Drew Tate has something to prove. 
Why? He tried to do too much last 
season, often forcing the action in 


hopes of making something hap- 
pen. That lack of patience hurt 
him. But that's just the competitor 
in him. Tate has a live arm, fast 
release and operates in a quick 
fashion. He also has awareness in 
the pocket and can be slippery. 
When he scrambles, he looks to 
throw. Albert Young got lost in the 
shadows of other great Big Ten 
backs last year. He'll get his due 
this fall. Young has vision and can 
catch and block, but he isn't scary 
fast. Backup Damian Sims has 
emerged as the home run hitter. 
Fullback Tom Busch is a glorified 


offensive lineman. But 
that’s not a bad thing. 
Receivers Ed Hinkel and 
Clinton Solomon are gone, 
leaving the unit thin. Herb 
Grigsby and Calvin Davis are 
the top remaining options. 
Grigsby is an undersized guy 
who is the unit's best route- 
runner. Davis has size but 
has battled injuries. One of 
the two needs to emerge as 
a deep threat. While the 
receivers develop, Tate 
might lean on the tight 
ends. And why not? Scott 
Chandler is a big target 
(6-7) who can run. And 
everyone is jacked up about 
Tony Moeaki. It's just a mat- 
ter of time before he 
becomes a force. 
OFFENSIVE LINE This 
could be one of the Big Ten's 
better fronts. The tackles 
look great. Dace Richardson 
- figures to start on the left 
side. He's a big body who's 
becoming stronger and 
more refined. Richardson 
could be a future star. Right 
tackle Marshal Yanda is the 
bellwether of the unit and 
an all-star candidate. This 
position could be even bet- 
ter if Lee Gray is granted a 
sixth year of eligibility after 
knee surgery scrubbed his 
‘05 season. The guards look solid. 
Mike Jones is on the left side. It 
all might come together for him 
this year. Right guard Mike Elgin is 
a veteran hand who's quick on his 
feet and strong. Rafael Eubanks 
won the center job in the spring. 
Elgin also could take over at cen- 
ter, the spot he manned in ‘04. 
DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Boring—but effective. lowa doesn't 
give offenses many looks. In fact, 
it rarely blitzes or uses pressure 
packages. Still, aggressiveness is 
preached. lowa lines up in a 4-3 
set and looks to pound and out- 


RUSHING 

Albert Young 

Damian Sims 

Shonn Greene 

PASSING Comp. 
Drew Tate 219 
RECEIVING 

Scott Chandler 

Herb Grigsby 

Albert Young 

KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Damian Sims 
Albert Young 
KICKING 
Kyle Schlicher 
TACKLES 
Edmond Miles Rid 
Marcus Paschal 38 
Mitch King 36 
Miguel Merrick 38 
Sacks: Kenny Iwebema (7) 
Interceptions: Adam Shada (3) 


Solo 


execute teams. The Hawkeyes 
will let opponents nickel-and- 
dime them down the field, 
but they refuse to yield big 
plays. 

FRONT SEVEN Youth was 
served along the line last 
year, and it often got eaten. 
Now, the Hawkeyes expect to 
reap the benefits of what 
could be a strength. The cen- 
tral figures are ends Kenny 
lwebema and Bryan Mattison. 
lwebema has big-play ability 
and is a dangerous pass rush- 
er. Mattison is a coach's son 
who reminds some of former 
lowa star Aaron Kampman. 
The tackle duo of Matt Kroul 
and Mitch King epitomizes 
lowa’s philosophy that size 
doesn't matter—heart does. 
Ryan Bain displayed star 
potential as a true freshman. 
No way lowa easily replaces 
linebacker Abdul Hodge and 


XPM XPA FGM 
43 44 «OT 2 (94 
Assists 


296 99 
173 47 
Att. Pct. Yds. TD 
352 62.2 «2,828 22 
Rec. Yds. Avg. 
47 552 Ny 
25 13.4 
24 10.2 
No. Avg. 
20.1 
15.2 
FGA Pts. 
Total TFL/Yds. 
68 9/23 
62 O.5/ 
60 105/28 
59 2/3 


Chad Greenway. Still, the 
staff has promising options, 
though it'll take time to sort 
them out. Mike Humpal is set 
to take over Greenway's weak- 
side spot, and Mike 
Klinkenborg is penciled in as 
Hodge's replacement in the 
middle. Humpal might be the 
team’s best tackler. 
Klinkenborg is a good athlete 
who has the size to stop the 
run. Edmond Miles might 
have been out of position 
starting on the outside last 
year and could move inside. 
Miles lacks height, but he is 


strong, explosive and can run. 


Junior college transfer Bryon 
Gattas was on campus for 
spring ball. He’s thick and 
tough. 

SECONDARY The hits keep 
coming here with the losses 
of four-year starting corner- 
backs Jovon Johnson and 


Antwan Allen. Charles 
Godfrey and Adam Shada are 
set to take over. Both are big- 
ger and faster than Johnson 
and Allen. The corners often 
are asked to cover without 
benefit of blitzes, so it’s vital 
Godfrey and Shada hold up in 
space. Godfrey is a terrific 
athlete who could emerge as 
the top cover guy. Starting 
strong safety Miguel Merrick 
is hard-nosed, intense and 
aggressive. Free safety 
Marcus Paschal is the corner- 
stone of the secondary. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kyle 
Schlicher is the Big Ten's best 
kicker. He has a strong leg, 
confidence and has made 
big kicks. Punter Andy 
Fenstermaker has a powerful 
leg but needs to refine his 
placement and hang time. 
There's no shortage of candi- 
dates for both return jobs. 

COACHING STAFF Time and 
again, rumors fly that Kirk 
Ferentz is headed to the NFL. 
And time and again, he 
remains a Hawkeye. He 
begins his 17th season in 
lowa City as an assistant or 
head coach and is coming off 
the school's most successful 
four-year run. This might be 
the best staff in the Big Ten. 
The secret to its success? 
Stability. In fact, there have 
been just four staff changes 
in Ferentz’s seven years in 
lowa City, and none after last 
season. Coordinator Norm 
Parker is one of the most 
respected defensive minds in 
the Big Ten. 

BOTTOM LINE Dreams of 
lowa's first Rose Bowl since 
the 1990 season aren't crazy. 
The keys? The cornerbacks, 
receivers and linebackers 
must step up. —Tom Dienhart 


A Big Ten coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART 
GRIP ISI 2 
Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 22 Calvin Davis 64) 9TASE 
80 Andy Brodell 63193 So. 
(tT 78 Dace Richardson 6-6 306 So. 
68 Andy Kuempel GT, 32950. 
LG 76 Mike Jones 6-5 302 Sr. 
____ 56 Rashad Dunn 6-3 290 So. 
C 52 Rafael Eubanks 63 288 Fr. 
___ 58 Rob Bruggeman 63 280 So. 
RG 54 Mike Elgin 6-4 288 Sr. 
___TI__ Seth Olsen -- 6-5 301 So. 
RT 73 Marshal Yanda 6-4 305 Sr. 
79 _ Dan Doering 67 290 Fr. 
TE 87 Scott Chandler 6-7 257 Sr. 
____81__ Tony Moeaki 6-4 250 So. 
WR 4 — Herb Grigsby 60 175 Jr. 
7 __ Eric McCollom 6-0 190 Jr. 
QB 5 Drew Tate 6-0 192 Sr. 
16 __ Jason Manson _ 61 195 Sr. 
RB 21 = Albert Young 5-10 209 Jr. 
____ 28 _ Damian Sims 5-9 185 Jr. 
FB 35 Tom Busch 5-1 231 Jr 
46 Champ Davis 62 238 Sr. 
K 1 Kyle Schlicher 5-9 184 Sr. 
KR 45  Shonn Greene 5-11 225 So. 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
E 92 Kenny lwebema 6-4 270 Jr. 
96 Alex Kanellis 6-4 281 So 
T 53 Matt Kroul 6-3 271 So, 
___ 66 Ryan Bain 62 282 So. 
T 47 Mitch King 6-3 264 So, 
91 Vernon Jackson 61 265 Fr. 
— 99 Bryan Mattison 6-3 272 Jr. 
___ 64 _ Justin Collins 62 250 Fr. 
OLB 27 Edmond Miles 6-1 228 Sr. 
___Al__BryonGattas 61 232 Jr. 
MLB 40 Mike Klinkenborg 62 240 Jr. 
_- 51 Zach Gabelmann 61 233 Sr. 
WLB 44 Mike Humpal 62 232 Jr 
43 Pat Angerer 61 222 Fr. 
LCB 19 Adam Shada 61 185 Jr. 
___3__Ma'Quan Dawkins = 5-9 166 Sr. 
SS 15 Miguel Merrick 6-0 203 Sr. 
____ 14 __ Devan Moylan 5-10 201 Sr. 
FS 25 Marcus Paschal 6-0 207 Sr. 
___Il___ Marcus Wilson 63 198 Fr. 
RCB 13 Charles Godfrey 61 208 Jr. 
29 Bradley Fletcher 62195 So, 
P 6. Andy Fenstermaker 6-3 225 Sr. 
PR 4 — Herb Grigsby 60 175 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Akron 

Sept. 9 at Notre Dame 
Sept. 16 Youngstown State 
Sept. 23 at Ohio State 
Sept.30 Northwestern 
Oct.7 at Minnesota 
Oct.14 @ Michigan 

Oct. 21 Illinois 

Oct.28  Aat Purdue 
Nov.4 at Wisconsin 
Nov. 11 Temple 

Nov.18 — Michigan State 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


NITTANY LIONS 
DATA 


Stadium: Beaver (grass, 107,282) 
Site: State College, Pa. 

Coach: Joe Paterno (354-177-3, 
40 years; 56th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Galen Hall (3rd year) 

Defensive coordinator: 


Tom Bradley (7th year, 28th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 


Last league title won: 2005 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 11-1, 7-1/Tist Big Ten 


2005 RESULTS 
South Florida W, 23-13 
Cincinnati W, 42-24 
Central Michigan W, 40-3 

at Northwestern W, 34-29 
Minnesota W, 44-14 
Ohio State W, 17-10 

at Michigan L, 27-25 

at Illinois W, 63-10 
Purdue W, 33-15 
Wisconsin W, 35-14 

at Michigan State W, 31-22 
Florida State* W, 26-23 (307) 
*Orange Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: C Lance Antolick, 

WR Ethan Kilmer, G Tyler Reed, 

T Andrew Richardson, QB Michael 
Robinson, G Charles Rush, C E.Z. 
Smith; TE Isaac Smolko 

Defense: E Tamba Hali, S Chris 
Harrell, S Calvin Lowry, T Scott 
Paxson, CB Anwar Phillips, 

E Matthew Rice, CB Alan Zemaitis 
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3, PENN STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Galen Hall 
wants to get the ball to the 
perimeter to take advan- 
tage of an array of talented 
receivers. But this is Penn 
State, which means the 
running game will remain 
the backbone of the attack. 

SKILL POSITIONS 
Quarterback Michael 
Robinson led Penn State to 
its first Big Ten title since 
1994 and won league MVP 
honors. His leadership, 
toughness and ability to 
make something out of 
nothing were hallmarks. 
Now, Robinson is gone. 
Gulp. In steps Anthony 
Morelli. He has a strong 
arm and figures to be more 
accurate than Robinson 
was. But Morelli must learn 
to read defenses. He is a 
decent athlete, but he lacks 
the footloose-and-fancy- 
free wizardry that made 
Robinson special. Running 
backs Tony Hunt and Austin 
Scott provide plenty of 
power—but not a lot of 
giddy-up. Hunt neither 
shakes nor bakes. He just 
lowers his head and hits 
the hole hard. Scott 
showed how effective he 
can be in the Orange Bowl, 
when he filled in for the injured 
Hunt and ran for 110 yards and 
two touchdowns. BranDon Snow 
rates as one of the nation’s top 
fullbacks. There is a young and 
exciting group of receivers that is 
long on speed and short on size. 
Derrick Williams showed last year 
why he widely was considered the 
nation’s top 2005 recruit. He's 
mature, can catch and is tough. 
Deon Butler is back to reprise his 
role as a big-play threat. Jordan 
Norwood has fantastic hands and 
can take a lick. Plus, Norwood runs 
great routes. Patrick Hall could be 


: 
z 


the favorite to replace tight end 
Isaac Smolko. Jordan Lyons is 
another possibility. 

OFFENSIVE LINE Left tackle Levi 
Brown will be the anchor—and 
unquestioned star—of a rebuilt 
unit. The massive but nimble 
Brown could develop into a first- 
round draft pick. Right tackle John 
Shaw is a powerful blocker who 
knows the system. The guard spot 
is muddled. Count on steady and 
strong Greg Harrison eventually 
manning one position. The other 
spot is a work in progress. The 
Lions might have struck gold by 


moving A.Q. Shipley from defen- 
sive tackle to center. He's a big, 
physical kid with quickness. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is 
a 4-3 scheme that asks linemen to 
protect linebackers from blockers. 
Coordinator Tom Bradley is a mas- 
ter teacher and technician who 
excels at picking ideal down-and- 
distance situations to apply pres- 
sure. But a retooled secondary 
could take bite from the defense's 
ability to gamble. 

FRONT SEVEN Priority 1 is find- 
ing a pass rusher to replace end 
Tamba Hali. Jim Shaw is big and 


RUSHING 
Tony Hunt 

Austin Scott 
PASSING 


Anthony Morelli 13 
RECEIVING 

Deon Butler 

Jordan Norwood 

Derrick Williams 

KICK/PUNT RETURNS 


Derrick Williams 
KICKING 
Kevin Kelly 49 
TACKLES Solo 
Paul Posluszny 

Tim Shaw 43 
Dan Connor 38 
Jay Alford 6 
Tyrell Sales 10 
Sacks: Alford (8.5) 


Comp. Att. 
20 «65.0 155 1 
Rec. 


XPM XPA FGM 


Assists 


1,047 6.0 
273 4) 
Pct. Yds. TD 
Yds. Avg. 

18.7 
13.2 
131 
Avg. 
211 
FGA Pts. 
23 99 
TFL/Yds. 
11/38 
6.5/29 
5.5/20 
15/63 
2/4 


506 
Total 


Interceptions: Tony Davis, Donnie Johnson, Nolan McCready, Anthony 


Scirrotto (1) 


physical but lacks quickness. 
Tyrell Sales is an intriguing 
prospect. He's a linebacker by 
trade but has shown a knack 
for stopping the run. Coaches 
could line him up at end, 
given the crowded situation 
at linebacker. Josh Gaines 
also will get a look. Inside, 
tackle Jay Alford is a big guy 
who's quick off the snap and 
an effective pass rusher. He's 
also physical and can clog the 
line to free linebackers. Elijah 
Robinson has shown quick- 
ness and the ability to slip 
blocks. But don't forget about 
Ed Johnson. He started at 
tackle in '04 before getting 
booted from school for disci- 
plinary reasons. He's back, 
and arguably was the team’s 
best lineman two years ago. 
This is the best group of line- 
backers in the nation. In fact, 
the array of talent might have 


coaches often using a 3-4 
scheme. Paul Posluszny is a 
relentless warrior on the out- 
side and is as effective 
against the pass as he is the 
run. The knee injury 
Posluszny suffered in the 
Orange Bow! is the only thing 
that kept the reigning Butkus 
and Bednarik Award winner 
from turning pro. Dan Connor 
is fast and tenacious at the 
other outside spot. Insiders 
say middle linebacker Tim 
Shaw is the fastest of the 
group. He fills the hole and 
takes on blocks. And he’s 
smart. Sales and Sean Lee 
bolster the unit. 

SECONDARY There's lots of 
work to do with four starters 
gone. The replacements have 
experience—but not a lot of 
it. Expect growing pains. This 
much is certain: Justin King 
will start at one corner and 


looks like a star. Tony Davis 
figures to start opposite him. 
King is a natural who should 
benefit from focusing on 
defense after also getting 
time at receiver as a true 
freshman last season. Davis is 
shorter than King but is fast 
and learning to play the ball 
in the air. The safeties might 
not be as vulnerable as 
expected. Free safety Donnie 
Johnson has gotten a lot of 
playing time as a nickel back. 
There are several options at 
hero, including Nolan 
McCready, Darien Hardy and 
Anthony Scirrotto. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Punter 


' Jeremy Kapinos has a knack 


for dropping the ball inside 
the 20. Diminutive kicker 
Kevin Kelly has been a pleas- 
ant surprise. He showed 
moxie by kicking a game- 
winning field goal in the third 
overtime of the Orange Bowl 
win over Florida State. Figure 
on Scirrotto taking over punt 
return duties. Williams and 
King will form one of the 
nation’s most deadly kickoff 
return duos. 

COACHING STAFF The rise 
of the Nittany Lions and Joe 
Paterno's recent recruiting 
hauls are proof he is as good 
as any thirtysomething 
whippersnapper. For the third 
year in a row, there were no 
staff changes. Hall doesn't 
get enough credit. Many 
think Bradley might be next 
in line behind Paterno. 
Bradley is a long-time 
lieutenant who knows the 
“Penn State” way. 

BOTTOM LINE At the least, 
this is a solid bow! team. But 
there's potential for more. 
Even another Big Ten champi- 
onship. —Tom Dienhart 


A Big Ten coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART 
| Sr eh Se ae 
Pos.No. Name H.W. Ch 
WR 2 __ Derrick Williams 6-0 201 So. 
___ 4 __ Terrell Golden _ 62 2h _ 
UT 67 Levi Brown 6-5 328 Sr. 
79 ChrisAuletta = 6-4 300 Ji. 
LG 76 Gerald Cadogan 65 3 So. 
__ 64 Rich Ohrnberger _ 6-2 296 So. 
C 57 AO. Shipley 61 297 So. 
__ 60 Patrick Weber 61 aos 
RG 65 RobertPrice | 60 299 Sr 
58 Greg Harrison 6-3 290 So. 
RT 78 John Shaw 64 299 Jr. 
Tl Markfarris 65282 Sr. 
TE 44 Patrick Hall 62 251 Sr. 
89 Jordantyons 64249 So. 
WR 3 Deon Butler 5-10 166 So. 
24 JordanNorwood == 5-10 168 So. 
0B 14 Anthony Morelli 6-4 220 Jr 
15 PaulCianciolo 64 222 So. 
RB 26 Tony Hunt 6-1 230 Sr. 
33_ Austin Scott 6-0 209 Sr. 
FB 30 BranDon Snow 6-0 242 Sr. 
34 Matt Hahn 5 230 Jr. 
K 23 Kevin Kelly 5-6 173 So. 
KR 1 Justin King 5-1 179 So. 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
E 99 Jim Shaw 63 264 Sr. 
___ 87 ChrisRogers 6-2 257 So. 
T 13. Jay Alford 6-3 288 Sr. 
53 Steve Roach Ce ES 
T 95 Elijah Robinson 6-2 287 So. 
__ 92 Ed Johnson 6-1 290 Sr. 
E 47 Josh Gaines 61 263 So 
_ 86 Mike Lucian — 62 276 So. 
OLB 31 Paul Posluszny 6-1 238 Sr. 
___ 45 Sean lee _ ___ 62 222 So 
LB 20 Tim Shaw 6-1 237 Sr. 
52 _Dontey Brown 6-2 236 So. 
OLB 40 Dan Connor 6-3 225 Jr. 
46 Tyrell Sales 62 234 So. 
CB 1 _— Tony Davis 5-10 193 So. 
21 __ Knowledge Timmons 5-9 181 Fr. 
FS 6 Donnie Johnson 5-11 209 Sr. 
___37_Spencer Ridenhour 6-0 199 So 
Hero 24 Nolan McCready 6-0 202 Sr. 
___7___ Anthony Scirrotto 6-0 192 So 
CB 1 Justin King 5-11 179 So. 
_25 DevinFentress 59175 So. 
P 36 Jeremy Kapinos 6-1 235 Sr. 
PR 7 Anthony Scirrotto 6-0 192 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Vanderbilt 
Sept.9 Central Michigan 
Sept. 16 Mat Notre Dame 
Sept. 23 Wisconsin 
Sept. 30 at Minnesota 
Oct. 7 A Michigan State 
Oct.14 at Penn State 
Oct.21 lowa 
Oct.28 Northwestern 
Nov.4 — Ball State 
Nov. 11 at Indiana 
Nov.18 @at Ohio State 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


WOLVERINES 
BATE 


Stadium: Michigan (artificial, 
107,501) 

Site: Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Coach: Lloyd Carr (102-34, 

Il years; 27th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Mike DeBord (Ist year, tith at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: Ron 
English (ist year, 4th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Situational 
Last league title won: 2004 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 1974 
2005 record: 7-5, 5-3/T3rd Big Ten 


2005 RESULTS 
Northern Illinois W, 33-17 
Notre Dame L, 17-10 
Eastern Michigan W, 55-0. 

at Wisconsin L, 23-20 

at Michigan State W, 34-31 (0T) 
Minnesota L, 23-20 
Penn State W, 27-25 

at lowa W, 23-20 (0T) 
at Northwestern W, 33-17 
Indiana W, 41-14 

Ohio State L, 25-21 
Nebraska* L, 32-28 
“Alamo Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: WR Jason Avant, G Leo 
Henige, G Matt Lentz, TE Tim 
Massaquoi, T Adam Stenavich 
Defense: CB Grant Mason, T Pat 
Massey, LB Scott McClintock, 

T Gabe Watson, LB Pierre Woods’ 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 
ae 


4, MICHIGAN 


\ Manningham 86),.8 
Henne (7) and Kraus (ae 
celebrate a touchda 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Just 
because there's a new coordinator 
in town (Mike DeBord), don't think 
Michigan is going to get all wild 
and crazy. The Wolverines want 
to pound away with a big, physical 
line and punishing tailbacks, 
then throw over the top with play- 
action. 

SKILL POSITIONS Nowhere did 
coach Lloyd Carr's mandate of los- 
ing weight and gaining speed 
make more of an impact than at 
running back. Kevin Grady lost 
nearly 20 pounds and played so 
well in spring practice, he'll push 
Mike Hart for the starting job. Carr 
wants Grady in optimum shape 
because of Hart's history with 
injuries. When he's healthy, Hart 
gives the offense balance and is 
one of the nation's premier play- 
ers. Then there's speedy freshman 
Carlos Brown, who played so well 
in the spring that Carr is talking 
about a backfield by committee. 


The emergence of fullback Obi 
Oluigbo gives the unit athleticism. 
Carr has been pushing quarterback 
Chad Henne to take more control 
of the huddle and the team—and 
Henne did in the spring. Henne 
has too much ability and charisma 
to not make his presence felt. No 
one had a more disappointing sea- 
son last year than Steve Breaston. 
But teammates say they've never 


seen him more focused and driven. 


His re-emergence could make this 
unit the best in the Big Ten. Mario 
Manningham made a huge impact 
last season. Once he becomes 
more physical, he'll be the most 
complete receiver in the Big Ten. 
This unit is deep with speed and 
potential. DeBord likes to use the 
tight end, and Tyler Ecker and 
Mike Massey give the unit the 
ability to stretch defenses. 
OFFENSIVE LINE Injuries and 
constant personnel shuffling 
played a role in the disappointing 


play. This group, like the others, 
worked hard in the offseason to 
shed pounds and add speed. Left 
tackle Jake Long, an All-American 
candidate, dropped 20 pounds and 
says he can tell in his range of 
motion and endurance. 
Unfortunately for Michigan, Long 
is the only constant in a tenuous 
situation. There was shuffling 
through the spring to find a start- 
ing five—and there will be more in 
the fall—but it appears center 
Mark Bihl has locked up a spot. 
Guards Adam Kraus and Rueben 
Riley are solid returning starters, 
but Riley could move outside to 
shore up the pass protection. Mike 
Kolodziej and Cory Zirbel will com- 
pete for the right tackle spot. 
DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Carr 
promoted secondary coach Ron 
English to coordinator and told 
him he wants the unit to be more 
aggressive and get after the 
quarterback. The unit was too 


RUSHING 
Mike Hart 
Kevin Grady 
PASSING 
Chad Henne 223 
RECEIVING 

Mario Manningham 

Steve Breaston 

Tyler Ecker 

Mike Hart 

KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Steve Breaston 

KICKING 

Garrett Rivas 

TACKLES Solo 
Dave Harris 

Prescott Burgess 

Leon Hall 

LaMarr Woodley 

Willis Barringer 

Sacks: Woodley (7) 
Interceptions: Hall (4) 


predictable in its blitzes last 
season and too vanilla when 
it mattered most. 

FRONT SEVEN The line is 
the strength of the defense. 
There's depth, quickness and 
athletic ability, and English’s 
scheme will allow players to 
free-lance more. End Rondel! 
Biggs is in terrific shape, has 
bounced back from injury and 
made huge strides this 
spring. That means he'll take 
heat off star linebacker/end 
LaMarr Woodley, the unit's 
best pass rusher. Top end 
backup Tim Jamison could 
become more than just a 
nickel-package player. The 
interior is where the unit has 
improved most—and where it 
needed to. Alan Branch and 
Terrance Taylor always have 
been strong upper-body-type 
players. Now, both have 
lower-body flexibility and 


Assists _ Total 


44 
483 40 


Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD 
382 58.4 2,526 23 


Avg. 

16.0 

1.2 

13.6 

9.6 

Yds. Avg. 
1,002 19.3 


XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 


35 09 260 90 
TFL/Yds. 
6/20 
4/43 
3/13 


quickness. There’s too much 
talent at linebacker for the 
unit to continue to under- 
achieve. One of the main 
problems: inside linebacker 
Chris Graham, whose speed 
and size have to be used 
more aggressively. Retooling 
Graham's game is a top priori- 
ty, as it is with inside line- 
backer Dave Harris. The staff 
must find a spot for incoming 
star freshman Brandon 
Graham. The outside is simi- 
larly in transition. Prescott 
Burgess has loads of skill but 
too often is out of position. 
Shawn Crable will push for a 
starting spot. Incoming fresh- 
man Cobrani Mixon is ready 
to play. 

SECONDARY In one season, 
Leon Hall came from nowhere 
to develop into a legitimate 
lockdown corner. If another 
corner who can play man 


coverage emerges, the front 
seven will be turned loose to 
blitz and gamble more. 
English thinks speedy Morgan 
Trent can become a gem. A 
deep and talented group of 
safeties is the rock of the 
unit. Strong safety Willis 
Barringer is fantastic in run 
support and solid in coverage. 
He's fighting off dynamic 
Brandon Harrison, the future 
of the position. Free safety 
Ryan Mundy needs to get over 
an injury that ruined last 
year. Incumbent Brandent 
Englemon played well last 
season, and the unit won't 
lose much if he continues to 
man the spot. Jamar Adams 
will be part of the nickel and 
dime packages. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker 
Garrett Rivas is steady and 
reliable, although he doesn't 
have the strongest leg. 
Redshirt freshman punter 
Zoltan Mesko has a big leg 
and will compete with Ross 
Ryan for the starting spot. 
With Breaston, the return 
game is as good as any in the 
nation. 

COACHING STAFF Carr 
shook up the staff this offsea- 
son—not because he was 
forced to but because he 
wanted new ideas and new 
yin to his yang. English brings 
different ideas than former 
longtime coordinator Jim 
Herrmann. DeBord ran the 
offense from 1997-99 before 
leaving to take the Central 
Michigan job. 

BOTTOM LINE Two new coor- 
dinators and a slimmed-down 
roster could have this team 
playing for the Big Ten title— 
and maybe a whole lot more. 
But the schedule is the tough- 
est in the league. —Matt Hayes 


BIG TEN 


A Big Ten coach says 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 86 Mario Manningham 6-0 187 So. 
82 _LalerryalSavoy 6-2 203 Fr 
UW 77 Jake Long 67 316 Jr. 
71 Mark Ortmann 6-6 299 Fr. 
LG 57 Adam Kraus 66 295 Jr. 
70 Jeremy Ciulla 6-4 292 So. 
54 Mark Bihl 6505297 Sr: 
60 David Moosman _ 6-4 298 Fr. 
RG 72 Rueben Riley 6-4 «(303 Sr. 
___ 73 Alex Mitchell 65 tsi so, 
RT 76 Mike Kolodziej 67 307 Sr. 
75 Cory Zirbel_ 165 29te re 
TE 89 Tyler Ecker 6-6 247 Sr. 
83 MikeMassey 64234 So. 
WR 15 Steve Breaston 6-1 182 Sr. 
16 Adrian Arrington = 63.187 ‘So. 
QB 7 Chad Henne 6-2 223 Jr. 
___19 _ Jason Forcier 62 206 Fr. 
RB 20 Mike Hart 5-9 198 Jr. 
__3___ Kevin Grady _ 5-9 216 So. 
FB 35 Brian Thompson 6-2 238 Sr. 
40 Obi Oluigbo 6-0 234 Sr. 
K 38 Garrett Rivas 5-9 217 Sr. 
KR 15 Steve Breaston 6-1 182 Sr. 


Pos, No. Name 7 Ht Wt. Ch 
E 91 Rondell Biggs 63 275 Sr. 
90 Tim Jamison 63 249 Jr. 
T 67 __‘ Terrance Taylor 6-0 305 So. 
95 Marques Walton 6-0 291 So. 
T 80 Alan Branch 6-6 330 Jr. 
97 Will Johnson 65291 So 
E/LB 56 LaMarr Woodley 6-2 268 Sr. 
50 Jeremy Van Alstyne 6-4 267 ‘Sr. 
LB 37 Chris Graham 5-11 225 Jr. 
________BrandonGraham* 6-2 240 “Fr. 
ILB 45 Dave Harris 6-2 242 Sr. 
____49 John Thompson 61 231 So 
OLB 6 Prescott Burgess 6-3 246 Sr. 
____ 2 __ Shawn Crable 65 245 Jr. 
CB 14 Morgan Trent 61 192 So 
__4 Darnell Hood 5-1 193 Sr. 
FS 31 Brandent Englemon 5-11 205 Jr. 
____22__ Jamar Adams 6-2 215 Jr. 
SS 19 Willis Barringer 6-0 205 Sr. 
____27__Brandon Harrison _ 5-8 205 So 
CB 29 Leon Hall 5-11 193 Sr. 
5 Charles Stewart "1196 _ So. 
P 3 _ Ross Ryan 6-1 205 Sr. 
PR 15 Steve Breaston 6-1 182 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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BIG TEN 


Opponent 
Indiana State 
Miami (Ohio) 
Ball State 
Minnesota 
Bat Notre Dame 
at lowa 
at Northwestern 
@ Wisconsin 
A Penn State 
at Michigan State 
at Illinois 
Indiana 
at Hawaii 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


BOILERMAKERS 
DATA 

Stadium: Ross-Ade (grass, 
62,500) 

Site: West Lafayette, Ind. 
Coach: Joe Tiller (67-43, 9 
years; 106-73-1 overall, 15 years) 
Offensive coordinators: 


* Bill Legg (ist year, 4th at 


90 


school); Ed Zaunbrecher (Ist 
year, 4th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Brock 
Spack (10th year, 14th at school) 
Offensive scheme: One-back 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2000 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 5-6, 3-5/8th 

Big Ten 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Kory Sheets 

(104 att., 571 yards, 10 TDs) 
Passing: Curtis Painter 
(89-170-5, 932 yards, 3 TDs) 
Receiving: Dorien Bryant 
(80 rec., 960 yards, 4 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Akron W, 49-24 

at Arizona W, 31-24 

at Minnesota L, 42-35 (207) 
Notre Dame L, 49-28 
lowa L, 34-17 
Northwestern L, 34-29 

at Wisconsin L, 31-20 

at Penn State L, 33-15 
Michigan State —-W, 28-21 
Illinois W, 37-3 

at Indiana W, 41-14 


9. PURDUE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY It's all about stretching the field 
from a one-back, three-wide formation to create space for skill 
players. The option was added last year to beef up the running 
game, but vertical passing needs to be rediscovered. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Curtis Painter can run 
the option but must prove he's a competent deep passer. 
Speedy Kory Sheets looks like the man at running back. But 
shifty junior college transfer Jaycen Taylor and bullish 
Anthony Heygood turned heads in the spring at what is a 
deep position. The receivers are led by Dorien Bryant, who's 
one of the nation’s best. Greg Orton drips with promise, and 
6-9 freak Kyle Ingraham figures to be back after a self- 
imposed academic exile in the spring. After that—who knows? 
The wraps finally will be taken off touted Selwyn Lymon, who 
failed to qualify last year. He's big and fast—but is he the real 
deal? Athletic tight end Dustin Keller looks primed for big 
things but seemingly always is hurt. The line will be one of 
the Big Ten’s best. Tackle Mike Otto is a stud, and the guard 
duo of Jordan Grimes and Uche Nwaneri will be devastating. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Boilermakers always sacrifice 
size for speed, and it usually works. This is a 4-3 scheme that 
features timely blitzes and an attacking mentality. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Led by looming star Alex Magee, 
there are many answers at tackle. But there are just as many 
questions at end. Who's gonna rush the passer? Eugene Bright 
and junior college import Mike McDonald will get first crack. 
The other end, Anthony Spencer, is an anchor against the run. 
The linebackers are in flux, but undersized Dan Bick is a hellion 
on the weak side. Big, tough Cliff Avril is ready for big things 
on the strong side. Backup Stanford Keglar is fast. Middle man 
Josh Ferguson could unseat George Hall, who was suspended 
for the spring. The secondary is in shambles. Strong safety 
Torri Williams is billed as the cornerstone, but he's always hurt. 
The options at free safety are downright scary. Corner Zach 
Logan is supposed to be an up-and-comer, but he tanked in the 
spring. Brandon King is the only bright spot at cornerback— 
and he's a work in progress. It is hoped fall arrivals will help. 
Regardless, this unit might be in trouble. 

SPECIAL TEAMS This always is the ultimate mixed bag. 
Punter Jared Armstrong lived up to his junior college 
All-American billing in the spring. As many as three players— 
including two true freshmen—will battle to kick in the fall. 
And a long snapper must be found. Needless to say, field 
goals could be an adventure. Bryant adds scary speed on kick- 
off returns, and King looks like the man on punts. 

COACHING STAFF One word: wow. Joe Tiller had four assis- 
tants bolt and got rid of another after Purdue's eight-year 
bow! run ended. Spin doctors think the shakeup was good. 
We'll see. Grabbing Ed Zaunbrecher from IIlinois to co-coordi- 
nate the offense with Bill Legg, the lone offensive holdover, 
was big. Defensive coordinator Brock Spack is one of the best 
in the business. Assistant head coach Mark Hagen is a gem. 

BOTTOM LINE There's enough talent—and a schedule that's 
forgiving enough—for Purdue to finish as high as third in the 
Big Ten. But a still evolving quarterback, iffy defense and 
re-tooled kicking game mean a finish in the middle of the 
pack is more likely. —Tom Dienhart 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 89 Kyle Ingraham 6-9 228 Sr. 

20 Andre Chattems 6-0 198 Sr 
WR 9 Dorien Bryant 5-10 175 Jr. 

6 Desmondtardy = 61 192 So. 
1 65 (Mike Otto 6-5 304 Sr. 

51 Garret Miller ==s/-§« «6°8_— 279 So. 
LG 67 Uche Nwaneri 63 300 Sr. 

60 Zach Smith 6-4 286 So. 
C 68 Robbie Powell 6-5 297 Jr. 
78 Cory Benton 63 276 So. 
RG 66 Jordan Grimes 6-3 334 Jr. 

53 NickFincher = 4292 Jr. 
RT 74 Sean Sester 6-8 309 So. 
50 EricHedstrom 6-7 295 Fr. 
TE 28 Dustin Keller 6-4 244° Jr. 

80 Jerry Wasikowski =» 64-253 So. 
WR 21 Greg Orton 6-4 191 So. 
L 82 Derek Benson 61 191 Fr. 
0B 12 Curtis Painter 6-4 228 So. 
14 Joey Elliott 63 210 Fr._ 
RB 24 Kory Sheets 60 199 So, 

33 Jaycen Taylor 5-10 175 So. 
K 8 CaseyWelch § #59 67 Sr. 
KR 9 Dorien Bryant 5-10 175 Jr. 


Pos. No. Name Hts Ch 
— 45 Eugene Bright 6-4 254 Jr. 

_87_Mike McDonald 62250 Je 
T 90 Ryan Baker 6-6 282 So. 

54 Jared Zwilling 6-4 281 
T TI Alex Magee 65 275 So. 
92 MikeNeal 6-4 270 Fr. 
—E 49 Anthony Spencer 6-3 261 Sr. 
__95 KeyonBrown = 63230. 
WLB 36 Dan Bick 61 218 Jr. 

29 Jason Werner 6-4 208 So. 
MLB 30 George Hall 6-2 243 Sr. 
__W Josh Ferguson 63234 
SLB 32 Cliff Avril 63 240 Jr. 
___59 Stanford Keglar_ 6-2 240 Jr 
CB 7 Brandon King 5-11 184 So 
4 Fabian Martin S188 So. 
FS 15 Brandon Blackmon 60 194 Jr. 

19 _ Brandon Whittington 62 206 So. 
SS 2 Torri Williams 62 204 So. 

25 Paullong 621984 
CB 5 Zach Logan 5-11 186 So. 
39 Aarontane SBA. 
P ii Jared Armstrong 63 231 Jr. 
PR 7 Brandon King 5-11 184 So. 


Réturning starters in bold *True freshman 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Bowling Green* 
Sept.9 — Western Illinois 
Sept. 16 San Diego State 
Sept. 23 at Michigan 
Sept. 30 at Indiana 

Oct. 7 Northwestern 
Oct.14  @ Minnesota 
Oct.21 at Purdue 

Oct. 28 Illinois 

Nov.4 —_&@ Penn State 
Nov. 1] mat lowa 
Nov.18 Buffalo 
*Cleveland Browns Stadium 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


BADGERS DATA 
Stadium: Camp Randall 
(artificial, 80,123) 

Site: Madison, Wis. 

Coach: Bret Bielema (Ist year, 
3rd at school) 

Offensive coordinator: Paul 
Chryst (2nd year, 3rd at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Mike Hankwitz (Ist year) 
Offensive scheme: |-formation 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1999 
Last year not-in bowl: 2001 
2005 record: 10-3, 5-3/T3rd 
Big Ten 


Rushing: Jamil Walker 

(18 att., 96 yards, 1 TD) 
Passing: John Stocco 
(197-328-9, 2,920 yards, 21 TDs) 
Receiving: Marcus Randle El 

(1 rec., 29 yards, 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
Bowling Green W, 56-42 
Temple W, 65-0 
at North Carolina W, 14-5 
Michigan W, 23-20 
Indiana W, 41-24 
at Northwestern —L, 51-48 
at Minnesota W, 38-34 
Purdue W, 31-20 
at Illinois W, 41-24 
at Penn State L, 35-14 
lowa L, 20-10 
at Hawaii W, 41-24 
Auburn* W, 24-10 
*Capital One Bowl 


6. WISCONSIN 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Don't expect Bret Bielema to make 
many changes. This offense always will be based around 
power running. But in recent years, the Badgers have opened 
their offense, developing a dangerous passing game that is 
based around play-action passes. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback John Stocco is equal 
parts Darrell Bevell, Mike Samuel, Brooks Bollinger and Jim 
Sorgi. And that's not bad. He's a competitor who manages the 
game well but needs to control tough situations better. Jamil 
Walker is a veteran runner, but physical redshirt freshman 
P.J. Hill leads a four-man race to replace Brian Calhoun. Other 
options are redshirt freshmen Jerry Butler (scatback) and 
Dion Foster (shifty). The staff likes fullback Chris Pressley, 
who isn’t simply a brute. Receivers are needed to replace 
Brandon Williams and Jonathan Orr. Shifty Marcus Randle El 
(Antwaan's younger brother) should be the star. And now is 
the time for Jarvis Minton to shine. Newcomers should figure 
into the mix. The tight end options pale compared to depart- 
ed Owen Daniels. The line is being overhauled, but there's 
plenty to work with. Tackle Joe Thomas is a stud, and guard 
Kraig Urbik is coming on for a unit that's always strong. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Badgers play a 4-3, mix cover- 
ages and aren't afraid to blitz. A veteran line will set the tone 
while the linebackers and secondary develop. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The line will rely on athletic ability. 
And no players typify that more than ends Matthew 
Shaughnessy and Jamal Cooper. Led by Nick Hayden, there are 
many viable options at tackle for the Big Ten’s best front. 
Justin Ostrowski and Jason Chapman also can get the job 
done. The staff has a lot to sort out_at linebacker, but one 
thing is sure: Middle man Mark Zalewski is darn good. The out- 
side positions are works in progress. Weakside man DeAndre 
Levy is making strides. Jonathan Casillas appears primed to 
man the strong side. The secondary should be better because 
of experience gained in ‘05 by corners Jack Ikegwuonu and 
Allen Langford. Each covers well. The coaches feel good about 
strong safety Joe Stellmacher, a headhunter. Free safety 
Roderick Rogers could emerge as one of the Big Tens best. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Ken DeBauche arrived as a walk-on and has 
blossomed into the Big Ten’s best punter. He excels at pinning 
opponents deep in their territory. Kicker Taylor Mehlhaff is 
emerging but needs to take the next step. Williams was the 
Big Ten’s most electric return man last season. Randle El 
could be a factor on punts, and Minton could handle kickoffs. 

COACHING STAFF After 16 season, Barry Alvarez handed his 
headset to Bielema, the team’s defensive coordinator the pre- 
vious two years. The staff is a mix of youth and experience. 
One of the most sage hands is that of defensive coordinator 
Mike Hankwitz. Bielema made a good move by retaining 
offensive coordinator Paul Chryst. He and receivers coach 
Henry Mason are the lone holdovers from Alvarez’s staff. 
Chryst is a bright mind who helped Wisconsin engineer the 
highest-scoring offense in school history last season. 

BOTTOM LINE If things go right, the Badgers could play ina 
New Years’ Day bowl. At the least, this looks like a solid bowl 
team as it transitions from a legend to Bielema, the youngest 
head coach in the nation at age 36. —Tom Dienhart 


BIG TEN 


Pos, No. Name Ht Wty Ch 
WR 13 Marcus Randle El 510 191 Jr. 
15 Luke Swan 6-0 200 Jr. 
lt 72 Joe Thomas 6-8 306 Sr, 
64 Danny Kaye 68 317 Jr. 
{G6 75 AndyKemp . | 66 321 So, 
‘19 Jeffrey Stenle 66299 Fr. 
C 65 Marcus Coleman 66 314 Jr. 
60 Luke Knauf 64 314 
RG 63 Kraig Urbik 6-6 321 So. 
70 Andrew Weininger 66 314 Jr 
RT 71 Eric VandenHeuvel 67 326 So. 
62 Mike VanSomeren = 6-7_— 320 sr. 
TE 82 Sean Lewis 67 245 So. 
__43_Andy Crooks _ 63264 Jr 
WR 19 Paul Hubbard 6-4 218 Jr. 
88 Jarvis Minton 61 202 Jr 
QB 7 John Stocco 6-2 206 Sr 
____ 12 __ Tyler Donovan_ 61 190 Jr. 
RB 39 PJ. Hill Biliecsomirt 
42 Jamil Walker G2) 220 ur _ 
FB 44° Chris Pressley 61 268 Jr. 
34 Bill Rentmeester 6-0 254 So, 
K 10 Taylor Mehihaff Sl 185) dr. 
KR 88 Jarvis Minton 61 202 Jr. 


Pos. No. Name __ Ht Wt Ch. 
LE 95 Joe Monty 6-2 258 -Sr. 
34 Kurt Ware 6-4 279 Jr 
LT 91 Jason Chapman 6-4 283 So 

99 Justin Ostrowski 6-5 308 Jr 
RT 96 Nick Hayden 6-5 310 Jr. 
54 Mike Newkirk 63251 So. 
RE 92 Matthew Shaughnessy 6-6 227 So. 

5 JamalCooper 64206 Jr. 
WLB 7 DeAndre Levy 6-3 220 So. 

23 Paul Joran 3 6-3 228 Sr. 
MLB 41 Mark Zalewski 6-2 236 Sr. 
__ 52 Elijah Hodge _ 61-220 Fr 
SLB 46 Jonathan Casillas 62 208 So. 

18 __Jammar Crane _ 61199 So. 
LCB 17 Allen Langford 5-11 188 So. 

26 Zach Hampton 540 71 Sr 
FS 22 Roderick Rogers 6-2 186 Sr. 
___25__ Shane Carter 62 199 So. 
SS 16 Joe Stellmacher 6-1 222 Sr. 
4 Johnny White 62223 Sr 
RCB 27 Jack !kegwuonu 6-1 199 So. 
3 __BenStrickland _ 5-9 176 Jr. 
P 94 Ken DeBauche 6-2 221 Jr. 
PR 13 Marcus Randle E! $10 191 Jr 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 —_ at Kent State* 
Sept.9 at California 
Sept.16 Temple 

Sept. 23 at Purdue 

Sept. 30 Michigan 

Oct. 7 Penn State 

Oct.14 at Wisconsin 
Oct.21 North Dakota State 
Oct.28 mat Ohio State 
Nov.4 Indiana 

Nov. 11  @ at Michigan State 
Nov.18 A lowa 

*Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


GOPHERS DATA 
Stadium: Hubert H. Humphrey 
Metrodome (artificial, 64,172) 
Site: Minneapolis 

Coach: Glen Mason (58-50, 9 
years; 117-114-1 overall, 20 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Mitch 
Browning (7th year, 10th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

David Lockwood (2nd year, 5th 
at school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1967 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 2001 
2005 record: 7-5, 4-4/7th 

Big Ten 


Rushing: Gary Russell 

(186 att., 1,130 yards, 18 TDs) 
Passing: Bryan Cupito 
(176-297-9, 2,530 yards, 19 TDs) 
Receiving: Ernie Wheelwright 
(37 rec., 568 yards, 5 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Tulsa W, 41-10 
Colorado State W, 56-24 
Florida Atlantic  W, 46-7 
Purdue W, 42°35 (207) 
at Penn State L, 44-14 

at Michigan W, 23-20 
Wisconsin L, 38-34 
Ohio State L, 45-31 

at Indiana W, 42-21 
Michigan State —W, 41-18 

at lowa L, 52-28 
Virginia* L, 34-31 
*Music City Bowl 
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(. MINNESOTA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is a physical, ground-based 
attack that wants to control the ball and create opportunities 
for running backs. That's when the Gophers strike with play- 
action passes to a group of underrated wideouts. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Bryan Cupito isn't 
exactly operating an aerial circus, but he has been given 
greater responsibility and opportunity. This year, particularly 
if running back Gary Russell doesn't return from academic 
limbo, Cupito could get the chance to open the throttle. If 
Russell isn’t back, Amir Pinnix will be the man. He's smart, 
quick and fairly battle-tested, but he lacks size and isn't physi- 
cal. Brylee Callender, a junior college import, is a solid combi- 
nation of strength and speed. No doubt, Laurence Maroney 
will be missed, Fullback Justin Valentine is a versatile 
weapon. Receivers Logan Payne and Ernie Wheelwright should 
be capable of bigger things. Depth, however, will be a prob- 
lem. Matt Spaeth might be the best tight end in the Big Ten. 
The Gophers lost a pair of blocking stalwarts in center Greg 
Eslinger and guard Mark Setterstrom. This year's strength will 
be at tackle. Joe Ainslie is an aggressive blocker with a mean 
streak. Tony Brinkhaus and Tyson Swaggert are interchange- 
able at center and left guard. Right guard is unsettled. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Gophers struggle against 
athletic teams, particularly along the front seven. Minnesota 
will try to blitz but won't leave its defensive backs in many 
one-on-one situations. It's all about limiting big plays. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The only returning line starter is 
end Steve Davis, an undersized but explosive and quick play- 
maker. The other end should be Willie VanDeSteeg, whose 
engine always revs, Todd Meisel might be the team's best 
tackle. He never quits. The other spot might go to Neel Allen, 
who has legit Big Ten size. Linebacker Mario Reese works well 
in space, but he needs to improve his consistency. John 
Shevlin is a sage hand. Mike Sherels is another veteran who's 
reliable but lacks athletic ability. Expect to see a lot of rising 
star Alex Daniels. The staff is experimenting with Trumaine 
Banks at free safety after he started at corner last year. He's a 
solid tackler, has decent speed and great instincts. If the unit 
has a star, it's strong safety Dominic Jones, a little guy who 
packs a big punch. Corner Jamal Harris lacks top speed but 
has the size to cover big wideouts and offer run support. Desi 
Steib should claim the spot opposite Harris. Like Harris, Steib 
is a big corner who isn't afraid to play the run, but he might 
struggle to keep pace with fast wideouts. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Jason Giannini kicked well most of last 
season, but he lost it late in the year. Joel Monroe took over 
and is more accurate and trustworthy. Punter Justin Kucek is 
little better than average. Jones is a versatile return threat, 
and Payne can get the job done. But neither is scary. 

COACHING STAFF Glen Mason signed an extension in the 
offseason, but he has yet to deliver a New Year's Day bowl. 
Offensive coordinator Mitch Browning is a big reason the 
team has been so successful. Coordinator David Lockwood is 
struggling to get the defense to a championship level. 

BOTTOM LINE Minnesota might be hard-pressed to produce 
a 1,000-yard rusher for an eighth season in a row—and to take 
that elusive next step. —Michael Bradley 


Pos. No. Name Ht, Wt. Cl 
WR 84 Logan Payne 6-2 200 Sr. 

144 EricDecker  =—=—s—/-§-s 2205 Fr. 
\T 64 Steve Shidell 6-5 285 Jr. 

73 Jason Meinke 65 235 Fr. 
{G 77 Tony Brinkhaus 6-4 300 Jr. 
i 56 Tyson Swaggert 6-4 285 Sr 
C 56 Tyson Swaggert 6-4 285 Sr. 

TT Tony Brinkhaus 6-4 300 Jr 
RG 75 Otis Hudson 64 290 Fr. 
___74__ Ryan Ruckdashel 66 255 Fr 
RT 78 Joe Ainslie 67 310 Sr. 
79 Matt DeGeest_ 65 270 So. 
TE 89 Matt Spaeth 6-6 270 Sr. 
80 Jack Simmons 6-4 235 So 
WR 82 Ernie Wheelwright 6-5 215 Jr. 
12 Mike Chambers 61 195 Fr. 
QB 3 Bryan Cupito 6-3 205 Sr. 
___ 17 __ Tony Mortensen 63 220 So, 
RB 29 Amir Pinnix 60 195 Jr. 
____.30__Brylee Callender _ 6-0 200 Jr. 
FB 18 Justin Valentine 6-2 230 Jr. 

34 Jeremy Faue 5 225 dr. 
K 36 JoelMonroe = 6:0 180 So 
KR 2 Dominic Jones 5-9 180 So. 


Pos. No, Name Ht Wt. Ch. 
LE 92 Steve Davis 6-2 230 So 
___TT__ Jeff Tow-Arnett _ 62 270 Fr. 
1 98 Neel Allen 63 295 Jr. 
90 Eric Clark 6-4 265 Sr. 
RT 70 Todd Meisel 64 265 Jr. 
____96 Matt Stommes 6-7 245 Fr. 
RE 91 Willie VanDeSteeg 64 250 So. 
___ 65 _ William Brody 6-5 245 So. 
WLB 46 John Shevlin 6-1 225 Jr. 
____44 DeonHightower 63.200 So. 
MLB 58 Mike Sherels 6-0 235 Jr. 
___ 6 ___ Alex Daniels 63 230 So. 
SLB 48 Mario Reese 6-3 230 Sr. 
___51_ Nathan Triplett 63 230 Fr. 
CB 15 Jamal Harris 6-0 185 Jr. 

‘13 Michael McKelton 510 170 Fr. 
SS 2 Dominic Jones 5-9 180 So, 
28 _ Kevin Mannion 62 200 So. 
FS 23 Dominique Barber 6-0 200 Jr. 

4 __Trumaine Banks 5-11 185 Sr. 
CB il Desi Steib 61 185) Jr. 
9 _KeithMassey = 61 200 Fr. 
P 41 Justin Kucek 6-0 200 So, 
PR 2 Dominic Jones 5-9 180 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Idaho 

Sept.9 Eastern Michigan 
Sept. 16 at Pitt 

Sept. 23 M@ Notre Dame 
Sept. 30 Illinois 

Oct.7 A at Michigan 
Oct.14 Ohio State 
Oct.21 at Northwestern 
Oct. 28 at Indiana 
Nov.4 Purdue 

Nov. 11 @ Minnesota 
Nov.18 at Penn State 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


SPARTANS 
DATA 

Stadium: Spartan (grass, 
75,005) 

Site: East Lansing, Mich. 
Coach: John L. Smith (18-18, 

3 years; 128-78 overall, 17 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Dave Baldwin (4th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Chris Smeland (4th year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3/4-2-5 
Last league title won: 1990 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2005 record: 5-6, 2-6/9th 

Big Ten 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Javon Ringer 

(122 att., 817 yards, 5 TDs) 
Passing: Drew Stanton 
(236-354-12, 3,077 yards, 22 TDs) 


Receiving: Jerramy Scott 
(49 rec., 722 yards, 4 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Kent State W, 49-14 
Hawaii W, 42-14 

at Notre Dame W, 44-41 (OT) 
at Illinois W, 61-14 
Michigan L, 34-31 (OT) 
at Ohio State L, 35-24 
Northwestern L, 49-14 
Indiana W, 46-15 

at Purdue L, 28-21 

at Minnesota L, 41-18 
Penn State L, 31-22 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is a balanced attack with 
spread components. Michigan State will pass downfield to 
take advantage of one of the Big Ten’s best group of receivers. 
There also is great depth at running back. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Drew Stanton is tough, 
has size and speed and boasts a strong arm. He has the abili- 
ty to throw deep and is accurate enough to check down to 
closer targets. But he can't force passes and continue to throw 
interceptions. Running back Javon Ringer has giddy-up, and 
Jehuu Caulcrick can pound. Both can catch. A.J. Jimmerson 
flashes speed, power and promise. Wideout Jerramy Scott 
lacks size but can move. Matt Trannon needs to be a go-to 
guy. Terry Love lacks size but gets open. There's plenty of 
depth. Tight end Kellen Davis has soft hands. Dwayne Holmes 
is a road grader with improving hands. The line has work to 
do. Tackles Mike Gyetvai and Jesse Miller look good. Miller 
could be special. At guard, Kyle Cook is the star of the unit. 
It's time for massive Roland Martin to emerge. Center John 
Masters is a steady hand who has waited his turn. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Spartans want to attack, but 
the frequency of such tactics depends on the secondary 
improving. One thing that would help is improved discipline. 
But, more than anything, an improved rush is needed. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL “Rush” end Brandon Long lacks size 
but is athletic and plays with abandon. Junior college transfer 
Ervin Baldwin is a pass-rusher deluxe. “Stud” end Justin 
Kershaw lacks ideal girth but is tough. Clifton Ryan moved 
from “stud” end to tackle. He possesses the mass to clog the 
middle. Nose tackle David Stanton has the ability to penetrate. 
Linebacker Kaleb Thornhill is a strong performer who has bat- 
tled perpetual health issues. David Herron is a solid mixture of 
size, speed and experience. “Bandit” SirDarean Adams is a 
quick-hitter with experience. Greg Cooper moved from free 
safety to corner. He has size and speed. Ross Weaver will push 
him. Diminutive Demond Williams is the other corner. These 
guys are on the spot. One of the biggest spring developments 
was the emergence of junior college strong safety Nehemiah 
Warrick. “Nemo” hits hard and plays with abandon. He's a 
future star. Otis Wiley has emerged at free safety. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Brett Swenson might be the answer at 
kicker, but can the staff trust a true freshman? At least 
strong-legged walk-on Todd Boleski showed promise in the 
spring. Punter Brandon Fields was disappointing last year. 
Still, he has a strong leg and figures to rebound. Williams can 
go the distance on kickoff returns. Terry Love is a solid punt 
returner, and newcomer T.J. Williams is an exciting option. 

COACHING STAFF Offensive coordinator Dave Baldwin has 
crafted a balanced and potent attack. Defensive boss Chris 
Smeland has yet to assemble a big-time unit. That must 
change quickly if the Spartans are going to compete in the 
Big Ten. John L. Smith brings great enthusiasm and an off- 
center approach to life. But people are beginning to wonder 
whether he and his staff are up to the challenge, particularly 
on defense and special teams. If he doesn't make good on the 
promise he brought from Louisville, he might be gone. 

BOTTOM LINE A Big Ten title isn't expected, but a bowl is. 
In fact, it's probably a must. —Michael Bradley 


8. MICHIGAN STATE 


DEPTH CHART 


Pos. No. Name 
WR 6 Matt Trannon 
____82_ Ryan Allison 
LT 66 Mike Gyetvai 


57 Rocco Cironi_ 


{6 74 Kyle Cook 
__15__ Pete Clifford _ 
€ 54 John Masters 
65 Joel Nitchman 
RG 73 Roland Martin 
__ 77 _ Daniel Zynn 
RT 79 Jesse Miller 
____ 64 Brendon Moss 
TE 80 Kellen Davis 
__ 81 Dwayne Holmes 
WR 18 Terry Love 
15 Kerry Reed 
WR 32 Jerramy Scott 
___4__ Carl Grimes _, 
0B 5 Drew Stanton 
7 Brian Hoyer _ 
RB 23 Javon Ringer 
30 Jehuu Caulcrick © 


K 15 Todd Boleski 
KR 9  Demond Williams 


62 
5-10 
59 


6-3 
6-2 
5-9 
6-0 
6-6 
5-9 


186 Sr. 
Wt So. 
230 Sr. 
210 So... 
202 So. 
245 Jr. 
214 So. 
175; 5Sr 


Pos, No. Name 
E 47 Brandon Long 
____94 _ Jonal Saint-Dic _ 
NT 17 David Stanton 
__99 _ Ogemdi Nwagbuo 
T 92 Clifton Ryan 
98 Bobby Jones 
E 95 Justin Kershaw 
93 _Nick Smith 
MLB 43 Kaleb Thornhill 
_ 49 Steve Juarez 
WHIP 41 David Herron 
___55 Adam Decker 


BAN 27  SirDarean Adams 
26 Tom Dance_ 


CB 29 Greg Cooper dae 


____37_Ross Weaver _ 
FS 21 Otis Wiley 

33 Dan Fortener 
$$ 3 Nehemiah Warrick 
___28 Mike Bell 
CB 9  Demond Williams 
___ 38 Cole Corey 
P 8 _ Brandon Fields 


PR 18 Terry Love 


Ht 


6-4 
61 


5-10 
6-6 
5-1 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Wt Cl 
237 So. 
Scie edt 
291 Sr. 
304 Jr. 
304 Sr. 
304 Jr 
252 So. 


175 Sr. 
203 Jr 
232 Sr. 
72 Jr. 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Aug. 31 at Miami (Ohio)* 
Sept.9 New Hampshire 
Sept. 16 Eastern Michigan 
Sept.22 at Nevada” 
Sept. 30 at Penn State 
Oct.7 — at Wisconsin 
Oct.14 A Purdue 
Oct.21 Michigan State 
Oct.28 at Michigan 
Nov.4 mat lowa 

Nov. 11 Ohio State 
Nov.18  @ Illinois 
“Thursday “Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


WILDCATS DATA 
Stadium: Ryan Field (grass, 
47,130) 

Site: Evanston, Ill. 

Coach: Randy Walker (37-46, 

7 years; 96-81-5 overall, 16 years) 
Offensive coordinator: Garrick 
McGee (ist year, 3rd at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Greg Colby (5th year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple, 
spread formation 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2000 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 7-5, 5-3/T3rd 

Big Ten 


Rushing; Tyrell Sutton 

(250 att., 1,474 yards, 16 TDs) 
Passing: C.J. Bacher 

(6-15-1, 59 yards, 1 TD) 
Receiving: Shaun Herbert 
(79 rec., 862 yards, 6 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Ohio W, 38-14 
Northern Illinois — W, 38-37 
at Arizona State —L, 52-21 
Penn State L, 34-29 
Wisconsin W, 51-48 
at Purdue W, 34-29 
at Michigan State W, 49-14 
Michigan L, 33-17 
lowa W, 28-27 
at Ohio State L, 48-7 
at Illinois W, 38-21 
UCLA* L, 50-38 
*Sun Bowl 
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9. NORTHWESTERN 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is the quintessential one- 
back, spread offense that creates gaps in defenses by stretch- 
ing them horizontally and vertically. But Northwestern runs 
as well out of the spread as it passes, giving the Wildcats bal- 
ance that is difficult to defend. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The job to replace quarterback 
Brett Basanez likely won't be decided until the fall camp, but 
C.J. Bacher is the leader. He has a Big Ten-caliber arm and is 
mobile. Running back Tyrell Sutton is a gnat who can change 
direction on a whim because of his vision, quickness and 
instincts. Look for him to split wide this fall to take advan- 
tage of his pass-catching ability. Receiver Shaun Herbert 
doesn't dazzle with athletic ability, but he is consistent and 
does everything well. Ross Lane is sneaky fast, has good 
hands and is unflappable. Kim Thompson needs to become a 
deep threat. Rasheed Ward has shown promise and could 
start. This is a veteran line led by center Trevor Rees, who 
returns after leaving for academic reasons last year. He lacks 
ideal size, but he has quick feet and balance. Coach Randy 
Walker thinks Ryan Keenan can be as good as any guard in 
the Big Ten. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY It's a traditional 4-3 scheme that 
continues to search for an identity. A scarcity of athletes 
makes this a conservative unit that rarely gambles. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL If the line has a strength, it’s the 
ends. Kevin Mims is the best pass rusher of the group. But the 
guy who has coaches jacked is reserve Corey Wootton. He has 
long arms and athletic ability that rarely is seen in Evanston. 
There is no “wow” guy at tackle. Coaches hope and pray that 
John Gill becomes a man. Best-case scenario: Gill and Co. 
don't get pushed around. The linebackers could be the 
defense’s strongest unit. Hopes are buoyed by the return of 
starters Adam Kadela and Nick Roach. Kadela is strong, shows 
instincts and is the team’s best linebacker against the run. 
Roach is the most athletic linebacker and the group's best hit- 
ter. Cornerback Marquice Cole is equal parts good/bad. He 
lacks size but rates as the team’s best athlete and top cover 
man. The other corner spot is dicey. A former walk-on, strong 
safety Bryan Heinz covers better than advertised, is bright 
and gets everyone lined up correctly. Free safety Brendan 
Smith has skills similar to Heinz’s. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The staff is counting on kicker Joel Howells 
to improve. Just to be safe, there will be competition. Punter 
Slade Larscheid will be pushed for his job, too. The return 
game looks OK. Cole is a go-the-distance man but can't always 
be trusted to secure the ball. Still, look for Cole to figure 
prominently on returns, along with Brandon Roberson. Gerard 
Hamlett flashed promise last year on kickoff returns. 

COACHING STAFF There was a shake-up, with offensive coor- 
dinator Mike Dunbar leaving to take the same post at California. 
Receivers coach Garrick McGee takes over an offense that was 
the second in Big Ten history to average more than 500 yards. 
Offensive line coach James Patton left for Oklahoma. 

BOTTOM LINE Can the goad times continue to roll for a pro- 
gram that is 14-10 in league games the past three years? 
Probably not. But Walker, who signed a contract extension in 
the spring, has proved pundits wrong before. —Tom Dienhart 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl 
WR 3 Shaun Herbert 6-1 200 Sr. 
32 Sam Cheatham 510 200 Jr. 
WR 8 Rasheed Ward 5-10 175 So. 
9 RossLane  =—=——§-§_—s«3_— 190 So 
Li 74 Dylan Thiry 6-8 315 Jr 
65 Thomas Bemenderfer 6-5 280 Fr 
LG 51 Joe Tripodi 6-3 310 Sr. 
77 Adam Crum 61 295 Jr. 
C 50 Trevor Rees 62 285 Jr. 
_ 52 Joel Belding 6-3 300 So. 
RG 56 Ryan Keenan 6-4 290 Sr. 
__16 Desmond Taylor 63° 275 Fr. 
RT 62 Austin Matthews 6-5 305 Jr. 
78 KurtMattes 66285 FF 
TE 44 Erryn Cobb 6-1 255 Sr. 
49 Frayne Abernathy 63 245 Jr 
WR 84 KimThompson 6-4 195 Jr. 
____ 87 __Tonjua Jones 62 185 Jr 
QB 18 C.J. Bacher 62 200 So. 
13 Mike Kafka — 63 205 Fr. 
RB 19 Tyrell Sutton 5-9 190 So. 
Nl Brandon Roberson 5-9 200 Jr. 
K 93 JoelHowells 6-4 225 Sr. 
KR 23 Gerard Hamlett 5-10 190 So. 


Pos. No, Name a Ht, Wt. Cl. 
— 95 Kevin Mims 6-3 280 So. 
____99__ Corey Wootton 6° 255 So. 
T 79 Adam Hahn 6-4 290 Fr. 
92_Keegan Kennedy 6-3 280 So. 
T 70 John Gill 6-3 295 So. 
58 Warren Anderson 63.270 Jr 
E 72 David Ngene 63 260 Jr. 
___91_Mark Koehn 63270 Jr. 
WLB 38 Nick Roach 6-2 245 Sr. 
82 Chris Malleo 2 26:3. 225 Wr 
MLB 43 Adam Kadela 6-2 245 Jr. 
_31_Mike Dinard 62230. So. 
SLB 42 Demetrius Eaton 62 250 Sr. 
37 __ Campbell Black abe AAW STF 
LCB 20 Marquice Cole 5-10 185 Sr. 
35 RyanBlack  —« 5-10 180 Jr. 
SS 21 Bryan Heinz 6-2 215 Sr. 
45 BenRothrauff = 510 195 Jr 
FS 39 Brendan Smith 6-1 215 So. 
27 Reggie McPherson 6-1. 190. 
RCB 10 Eric Peterman 61 200 So. 
6 Cory Dious Se en Ue 
P 15 Slade Larscheid 61 210 Sr. 
PR 20 Marquice Cole 5-10 185 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Eastern Michigan 
Sept.9 at Rutgers 

Sept. 16 Syracuse 
Sept.23  lowa 

Sept. 30 at Michigan State 
Oct. 7 @ Indiana 
Oct.14 Ohio 

Oct.21 mat Penn State 
Oct. 28 at Wisconsin 
Nov.4 — Ohio State 

Nov. 11 A Purdue 
Nov.18 at Northwestern 
B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


FIGHTING 
ILLINI DATA 
Stadium: Memorial (artificial, 
69,249) 

Site: Champaign, Ill. 

Coach: Ron Zook (2-9, 1 year; 
25-23 overall, 4 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Mike Locksley (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Vince Okruch (ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 2001 
Last bow! appearance: 2001 
2005 record: 2-9, 0-8/lith 
Big Ten 


Rushing: Pierre Thomas 

(127 att., 664 yards, 5 TDs) 
Passing: Tim Brasic 
(206-337-11, 1,979 yards, 11 TDs) 
Receiving: Kyle Hudson 

(31 rec., 469 yards, 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
Rutgers 

San Jose State 
at California 
Michigan State 
at lowa 

at Indiana 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 

at Ohio State 
at Purdue 
Northwestern 


W, 40-19 
L, 35-20 
L, 61-14 
L, 35-7 
L, 36-13 
L, 63-10 
L, 41-24 
L, 40-2 
L, 37-3 
L, 38-21 


W, 33-30 (OT) 


10. ILLINOIS 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Illini strive for balance with 
an emphasis on the running game, even though they use a lot 
of three-wideout sets. Illinois will throw downfield at times, 
but don't expect a wide-open, shoot-'em-up style. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Tim Brasic isn't spec- 
tacular but can get the job done. Still, he'll be pushed by 
mega-freshman Isiah “Juice” Williams. Williams is a deadly 
athlete with a rocket arm, which Brasic lacks. Neither 
E.B. Halsey nor Pierre Thomas is a blazer or star, but the veter- 
ans are capable. The best back is Rashard Mendenhall, but he 
must become tougher. Receiver Kyle Hudson is a classic over- 
achiever who surprises defenders with his speed, athletic abili- 
ty and hands. Derrick McPhearson is the deep threat. Don't be 
shocked to see incoming freshmen Marques Wilkins and Chris 
James get every chance to play. Look for true freshmen to fig- 
ure prominently at tight end, too. Even though five line 
starters return, there have been changes for what was an awful 
unit. The tackles look good. Oklahoma transfer Akim Millington 
is a stallion. The staff is excited about hulking Charles Myles. 
The interior is filled with interchangeable parts. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY New coordinator Vince Okruch 
wants to attack. The question is whether an inexperienced 
secondary will allow him to turn the front seven loose. Expect 
Illinois to keep things simple. Big plays must be limited. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL If the line has a strength, it's the 
ends. Derek Walker has added bulk to his athletic ability and 
should be the team’s top pass rusher. Doug Pilcher is a maniac 
who has gotten bigger. Xavier Fulton has potential. Chris 
Norwell should be one of the Big Ten’s best tackles. His part- 
ner figures to be Josh Norris, a Tasmanian devil. The lineback- 
ers have been shaken up. J Leman has moved to the middle 
from the outside. The coaches feel he's better equipped to 
handle the rough stuff inside. Leman will be flanked on the 
strong side by Brit Miller, who has the ability to become a 
standout. The weakside spot figures to go to Antonio Steele, a 
quick junior college transfer who impressed coaches in the 
spring. The safeties look solid, most notably hard-hitting 
strong safety Kevin Mitchell. If the unit has a star, he's it. Free 
safety Justin Harrison understands the defense but lacks fluid 
skills. That's why junior college transfer Justin Sanders might 
take over. The coaches love Sanders’ instincts and savvy. 
Cornerback is a concern. One guy the staff won't worry about 
is Alan Ball, who can close on the ball and make plays. 
Sharriff Abdullah could be unseated by a newcomer. No doubt, 
prep school product Dere Hicks has more talent. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Jason Reda is solid but hardly spec- 
tacular. True freshman Kyle Yelton looks to be the heir to star 
punter Steve Weatherford. Thomas is a strong kickoff return 
man, but Illinois needs help bringing back punts. 

COACHING STAFF It won't be easy to improve the morale 
and outlook of the program, but Ron Zook might be one of the 
few who is up to the challenge. Okruch has the straight- 
forward personality needed to. help turn around the defense. 
Offensive coordinator Mike Locksley is a rising star and 
recruiting dynamo. 

BOTTOM LINE There should be progress, even if it won't be 
tangible in the win-loss column. —Michael Bradley 


BIG TEN 


Pos, No, Name Ht Wt. Ch. 
WR 21 Kyle Hudson 5-11 165 So, 
28 Jacob Willis 51180 Jr 

UT 69 Akim Millington 66 310 Jr. 
57 J.J. Simmons 65 290 Jr. 

LG 64 Martin O'Donnell 6-5 300 Jr 
69 Ben Amundsen _ 65 310 Jr 

C 60 Ryan McDonald 6-5 300 So. 
___ 62 Eric Block 6-3 290 So. 
RG 67 Matt Maddox 63 310 Sr, 
79 James Ryan 6-5 315 Jr 

RT 76 Charles Myles 66 320 Sr. 
68 JimLaBonte 67 305 Jr 
TE 87 JR. Kraemer 65 235 So. 
Michael Hoomanawanui* 6-5 230 ‘Fr. 

WR 29 Jody Ellis 60 195 So. 
8 DaJuan Warren 6-2 205 Jr 

WR 4 — Derrick McPhearson 60 195 So. 
3 Marques Wilkins* =§- 6-0 185s Fr. 

QB 15 Tim Brasic 6-2 200 Sr. 
___Isiah Williams* 6-2 207 Fr 
RB 30 Pierre Thomas 5-1 210 Sr. 
26 E.B.Halsey 5-10 200 Sr . 

K 13 JasonReda 6-1 200 Jr. 
KR 30 Pierre Thomas 5-11 210 Sr. 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Ch. 
E 95 Doug Pilcher 65 260 Fr. 
98 Xavier Fulton 65265 Jr. 

T 65 Josh-Norris 5! 270 Sr. 
85 _ David Lindquist 63 280 So. 

T 96 Chris Norwell 6-6 290 Jr. 
93 _ Tremayne Walker 63 285 So. 
E 91 Derek Walker 6-4 270 So. 
8 Will Davis 63 235 So. 
SLB 44 Brit Miller 61 245 So. 
_45 Rodney Pittman 62 235 Fr 
MLB 47 J Leman 6-2 240 Jr. 
43 SamCarson 61245 So. 
WLB 40 Antonio Steele 60 210 Jr. 
51 Anthony Thornhill = 6-1 220 Jr. 
CB 22 = Sharriff Abdullah 5-8 170 Sr. 
Vontae Davis* 6-0 184 Fr 

FS 25 Justin Sanders 60 205 Jr. 
32 __ Justin Harrison — 5-1 220 Jr. 
SS 42 Kevin Mitchell 6-0 200 Jr. 
25 Justin Sanders _ 61 205 Jr. 
CB 18 Alan Ball 61 175 Jr. 
28 _Dere Hicks* 5-10 175 Fr. 

P 37 Kyle Yelton* 6-0 180 Fr. 
PR 26 €E.B. Halsey 5-10 200 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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BIG TEN 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Western Michigan 
Sept.9 at Ball State 
Sept. 16 Southern Illinois 
Sept. 23 @ Connecticut 
Sept.30 A Wisconsin 
Oct.7 —_ at Illinois 
Oct.14 — lowa 

Oct. 21 mat Ohio State 
Oct. 28 Michigan State 
Nov.4 at Minnesota 
Nov. 11 — Michigan 

Nov.18 at Purdue 

®@ Toughest game @ Must win 
Best chance to pull an upset 


HOOSIERS DATA 
Stadium: Memorial (artificial, 
52,354) 

Site: Bloomington, Ind. 

Coach: Terry Hoeppner (4-7, 

1 year; 52-32 overall, 7 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Bill Lynch (2nd year, 4th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinators: 

Brian George (2nd year); 

Joe Palcic (2nd year) 

Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1967 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 1993 
2005 record: 4-7, 1-7/10th 

Big Ten 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Blake Powers 

(100 att., 121 yards, 4 TDs) 
Passing: Blake Powers 
(212-376-16, 2,305 yards, 22 TDs) 
Receiving: James Hardy 

(61 rec., 893 yards, 10 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Central Michigan W, 20-13 
Nicholls State W, 35-31 
Kentucky W, 38-14 
at Wisconsin L, 41-24 
Illinois W, 36-13 
at lowa L, 38-21 
Ohio State L, 41-10 
at Michigan State L, 46-15 
Minnesota L, 42-21 
at Michigan L, 41-14 
Purdue L, 41-14 
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Il. INDIANA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Terry Hoeppner likes to spread 
defenses with multi-receiver sets. But a running game must 
be established to make the passing attack work if Hoeppner's 
vision of creating a football version of the “Hurryin’ Hoosiers” 
is to be fulfilled. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Despite his impressive numbers, 
quarterback Blake Powers is far from great. He has size, a 
strong arm and should be more comfortable in Year 2 of 
Hoeppners offense. The running backs are a concern. The best 
of the bunch looks like shifty Demetrius McCray. But speedy 
converted receiver Marcus Thigpen might end up being the 
best option for a group that figures to catch a lot of passes. 
The staff believes the team is loaded at receiver. Rangy James 
Hardy might be on the cusp of stardom. Jahkeen Gilmore has 
the unit's best hands, and James Bailey was a spring star. 
Keep an eye on a pair of redshirt freshmen: Nick Polk and 
Andrew Means. The line could be trouble. Chauncey Incarnato, 
a Notre Dame transfer, is the most talented. But until he fig- 
ures out things, burly Scott Anderson will man right tackle. 
Tackle Justin Frye is the best pass blocker. The interior must 
develop. Chris Mangiero is a sturdy center and the team’s 
most rugged run blocker. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Hoosiers want to attack, but 
their personnel will dictate at what level they can do that. 
Hoeppner says Indiana is "more athletic at almost every posi- 
tion’—good news for a defense that needs to improve. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The ends are average—at best. 
Kenny Kendal is a workmanlike player and decent pass rusher. 
Charles Emerson is a big body and solid anchor against the 
run. Keep an eye on Jammie Kirlew, an undersized speed 
demon. Nose tackle Joe Kremer must avoid getting manhan- 
dled. Big Greg Brown can clog the middle. At linebacker, the 
fast guys are too small, and the big guys are too slow. Junior 
college transfer Vernon Smith, a middle linebacker, could 
change that. The flanks are manned by undersized athletes: 
Geno Johnson and Aaron Mitchell. The staff thinks there is 
enough talent to play four linebackers at a time in hopes of 
improving the run defense. Secondary play might be an adven- 
ture. Cornerback Tracy Porter could be a big-time player but. 
lacks consistency. Leslie Majors has legit speed but remains 
raw. Free safety Will Meyers is a solid tackler who's smart and 
rarely out of position, but Indiana could upgrade with Austin 
Thomas. Strong safety Troy Grosfield is little more than solid. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Former walk-on Kevin Trulock grabbed the 
kicking job in the spring. Don't expect him to nail any bombs. 
Punter Tyson Beattie could be OK, but he lacks consistency. 
Mighty mite Lance Bennett juices up the return game. 

COACHING STAFF Hoeppner had a health scare in the off- 
season when a tumor was removed from his head. The progno- 
sis is good as he tries to end Indiana's 12-year bow! drought. 
To that end, he shook up his staff slightly during the offsea- 
son. Offensive coordinator Bill Lynch has a solid reputation. 
Co-defensive coordinators Brian George and Joe Palcic came 
with Hoeppner from Miami (Ohio), where they helped con- 
struct one of the Mid-American Conference's top units. 

BOTTOM LINE To keep fans interested, the Hoosiers must 
make strides toward respectability. Winning a couple of 
Big Ten games would be a start. —Michael Bradley 


WR 1 Jahkeen Gilmore 6-0 2i Sr. 
___ 80 Chris Banks 62 74 Fr. 
tT 60 Justin Frye 6-5 296 Sr. 

58 Matt Moses 63 290 So. 
UG 67 Kyle Thomas 6-4 290 So. 

70 Paul Hearn 64 308 Jr 
C 74 Chris Mangiero 6-1 305 Sr. 

61 _ Ben Wyss 61 280 Jr 
RG 50 Jonathan Sandberg 62 290 Jr. 
71 Kennylove 62290 So. 
RT 79 Scott Anderson 66 308 Sr. 
___75 Chauncey ncarnato __6-5_283_So._ 
WR 6 James Bailey 62 199 So, 
___19__ Brandon Walker-Roby 5-11 177_So._ 
QB 14 Blake Powers 6-4 228 Jr. 
___12__ Graeme McFarland 61 215 dr. 
RB 2 _ Marcus Thigpen 5-9 182 So. 

_22 Demetrius McCray 5-11 189 Fr. 
WR 8 Nick Polk 6-0 191 Fr. 
____13__ Andrew Means _ 6-0 209 Fr. 
WR 82 James Hardy 6-7 216 So. 

29 Ryan Skelton 62 205 Sr. 
K 1 Kevin Trulock 60 180 So. 
KR 3 Lance Bennett 5-6 162 Sr. 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
LE 93 Charles Emerson 6-5 266 Jr. 
99 Neal Jones 6-4 253 Fr. 

NT 95 Joe Kremer 6-2. 295 Jr 
90 Todd Newman 6-4 274 Fr. 

T 62 Greg Brown 6-2 303 So. 
53 Emile Bass 6-3 288 Fr. 

RE 92 Kenny Kendal 63 255 Jr. 
____ 53 __ Jammie Kirlew 6-4 238 Fr. 
SLB 24 Aaron Mitchell 5-1 190 Jr. 
__36_DanKinsey = 63198 Fr 
MLB 51 Adam McClurg 6-0 230 Jr. 
____ 46 _ Jake Powers 6-1 230 Sr. 
WLB 56 Geno Johnson 6-2 204 So. 
40 Josh Bailey 6-1 208 Fr. 

CB 28 Leslie Majors 5-9 159 Jr. 
16 Chris Phillips _ _ 5 176 So. 
SS 5 Troy Grosfield 6-0 195 Sr. 
25 Eric McClurg 5-11 210 Sr. 

FS 39 Will Meyers 5-11 201 Sr. 
___20 Austin Thomas G2 ey Ph 

CB 9 ~~ Tracy Porter 5-10 185 Jr. 
____33__Joe Kleinsmith _ 5-l1__186 So. 
P 44 Tyson Beattie 6-1 200 Sr. 
PR 3 Lance Bennett 5-6 162 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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BOB LEVERONE / TSN (3) 


Will OBs be key 
in the race for 
division titles? 


Does a team need an 
established quarterback to 
win a league title—or even’a 
division title? The ACC will 
provide a laboratory for that 
question. 

Three teams in the Atlantic 
Division and two in the 
Coastal have legit shots to win 
their respective crowns. But 
one team in each division is 
breaking-in a new quarterback. 

In the Atlantic, Clemson 
will be the guinea pig, with 
senior Will Proctor. In the 
Coastal, Virginia Tech is the 
test tube, so to speak, and 
won't decide on a starter until 
fall drills. Sophomore Sean 
Glennon looks like the front- 
runner in a three-man race. 

In addition, Atlantic 
Division member Boston 
College returns a part-time 
starter in junior Matt Ryan. 

The other division 
favorites have, potentially, 
two of the nation’s best 
quarterbacks. In the Atlantic, 
Florida State sophomore 
Drew Weatherford struggled 
early last season but finished 
with the third-highest single- 
season passing total in 
school history. In the Coastal, 
Miami junior Kyle Wright 
started to live up to his 
billing last year. Though both 
are at the controls of offens- 
es with flaws, each can be 
expected to improve; Wright, 
especially, could see his num- 
bers grow in a new, more 
pass-oriented offense. 


Ascending 

Clemson. The Tigers return 
15 starters, including eight on 
offense. The secondary is the 


only question on defense. 
Even with a tough schedule— 
road games against Boston 
College, Florida State and 
Virginia Tech—the Tigers are 
in position to win the Atlantic. 


Descending 

Virginia. Remember all 
that great talent Al Groh 
stockpiled? Well, a lot is 
gone—and gone after not 
really living up to the hype. 
The quarterback, tailback, 


‘ both offensive tackles, two- 


thirds of the defensive line, 


the two best linebackers—all 
gone. Also gone are four 
assistants, including both 
coordinators. In addition, four 
of the first six games are on 
the road. Oh, and the season 
closes with consecutive 
games at Florida State, vs. 
Miami and at Virginia Tech, 


Most underrated player 
John Talley, CB, Duke. He's 
NCAAs active leader in career 
interceptions (11), but he toils 
for one of the worst programs 
in the nation. Talley was a 
second-team All-ACC pick in 
2004 and a first-teamer in 
‘05, but no one outside the 
ACC knows about him. Well, 
no one other than NFL scouts. 


Player who must step up 
Reggie Ball, QB, Georgia 
Tech. Sometimes when you 
watch Ball, you think to your- 
self, "Man, he's small, but this 
guy has NFL talent.” Other 
times—like maybe two drives 
later—you think to yourself, 
“Man, this guy must have 
something on the coaches; 
why else would they let him 
play?” The senior has a lot of 
skills, but the mental part of 
the game often eludes him. 
In three seasons as the 
starter, he has 37 touch- 
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DEFENSE 
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ATLANTIC DIVISION 
1. Florida State 


2. Clemson 

3. Boston College 
AMaryland 
S.NG. State 
6.Wake Forest 


COASTAL DIVISION 


41. Miani 


2. Virginia Tech 


3. Georgia Tech 
4. North Carolina 
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6. Duke 
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downs, 41 picks and a 49.8 
completion percentage. With 
a “normal” season—2,300 
yards, 17 TDs, 10 picks and a 
completion rate of about 55 
percent—Tech will win eight 
or nine games. 


Biggest shoes to fill 

Vernon Davis, TE, Maryland. 
The Terps have no way to ade- 
quately replace Davis, a physi- 
cal freak who averaged 17.1 


yards on his 51 catches last 
season before leaving early. 
Sophomore Dan Gronkowski 
and junior Jason Goode get 
first crack at the spot, and 
incoming freshman Drew 
Gloster has a lot of folks excit- 
ed because of his athleticism. 

Jimmy Williams, CB, 
Virginia Tech. He was the 
best cornerback in the ACC 
last season and maybe the 
best in the nation. Despite his 
6-3 frame, he was a tenacious 
man-to-man defender. 
Sophomore Brandon Flowers, 
a reserve last season whose 


physical nature impresses the 
coaches, gets first dibs on the 
vacant job. 

Mario Williams, DE, 
N.C. State. He took his 
immense talents to the NFL a 
year early and was the No. 1 
overall selection. A redshirt 
freshman, Willie Young, appears 
to be the leading candidate to 
replace him. He's a Florida 
native whose No, 1 selling point 
is speed, But to expect him to 


come close to Williams’ 
production is a huge stretch. 


Newcomers to watch 

Joe Dailey/Cam Sexton, 
QB, North Carolina. Dailey, a 
junior, is a former starter at 
Nebraska who transferred 
after it became apparent he 
wasn't a good fit in the 
Huskers’ new offense. Sexton, 
a redshirt freshman, was a 
touted recruit in 2005. 
They're fighting to replace 
Matt Baker. Because of his 
mobility, Dailey likely will win 
the job. But if you saw him 


throw at Nebraska, you have 
to think Sexton is going to get 
a shot, too. 

Sergio Render, G, Virginia 
Tech. His first game with the 
Hokies will be September 2 
against Division I-AA 
Northeastern—and he almost 
certainly will be starting. He 
signed with Tech in 2005 but 
didn't enroll until January 
2006. Render got ample 
chance to impress in spring 
practice, and he didn't disap- 
point. 

Myron Rolle, SS, Florida 
State. He was one of the 
nation’s elite prep prospects 
last season. Rolle graduated 
early from high school and 
enrolled in January so he 
could go through spring prac- 
tice. FSU has a vacancy at 
strong safety, and if Rolle isn't 
the starter September 4 
against Miami, he will be the 
starter soon thereafter. He 
can run, and coaches were 
impressed by how quickly he 
grasped the defense. 


Best bets 


Larry Coker has led Miami 
to the second-best winning 
percentage in the nation over 
the past five seasons. Yet, 
the first time the Hurricanes 
struggle—much less lose— 
Miami “fans" will be scream- 
ing for his head. ... Someone 
will ask ACC commissioner 
John Swofford why the con- 
ference is playing seven non- 
holiday Thursday night 
games, and he'll say for the 
“exposure.” ... A year after 
just one ACC back rushed for 
1,000 yards, three will reach 
that mark. ... At least two 
Miami players will have 10 
sacks. .:. Florida State won't 
rank last in the league in 
rushing again. But Wake 
Forest will lead the league in 
rushing again. TSN 


ALL-ACC 


Pos,Name, school Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR Calvin Johnson, Georgia Tech 6-4 235 Jr. 


WR Greg Carr, Florida State 6-6 200 So. 
TE Greg Olsen, Miami 6-5 252 Jr. 
T Jared Gaither, Maryland 6-9 330 So. 
T Steve Vallos, Wake Forest 6-3 290 Sr. 
G Josh Beekman, Boston College 6-2 325 Sr. 
G Roman Fry, Clemson 6-4 295 Sr. 
C Leroy Harris, N.C. State 6-3 300 Sr. 
QB Kyle Wright, Miami 6-4 220 Jr. 


RB Micah Andrews, Wake Forest 5-10 215 Jr. 


RB James Davis, Clemson 5-11 210 So. 
E Gaines Adams, Clemson 6-5 265 Sr. 
E Baraka Atkins, Miami 6-4 264 Sr. 
T Andre Fluellen, Florida State 6-4 286 Jr. 
LB Buster Davis, Florida State 5-10 240 Sr. 
LB KaMichael Hall, Georgia Tech 6-0 225 Sr. 
LB Vince Hall, Virginia Tech 6-0 236 Jr. 
LB Anthony Waters, Clemson 6-3 240 Sr. 
CB Kenny Scott, Georgia Tech 6-2 185 Sr. 
CB John Talley, Duke 5-11 180 - Sr. 
§ Brandon Meriweather, Miami 6-0 188 Sr. 
S Aaron Rouse, Virginia Tech 6-4 221 Sr. 


K Jad Dean, Clemson 5-1 205 Sr. 
P Adam Podlesh, Maryland 6-0 192 Sr. 
KR Darrell Blackman, N.C. State 5-10 209 Jr. 


Offense: Calvin Johnson, WR, Georgia Tech 
Defense: Brandon Meriweather, Miami 


Pos.Name, school Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR Ryan Moore, Miami 63 215 Sr. 
WR = Chansi Stuckey, Clemson 6-0 185 Sr. 
TE Tom Santi, Virginia 6-5 238 Jr. 


T Andrew Gardner, Georgia Tech 6-6 290 So. 
T Mario Henderson, Florida State 6-7 304 Sr. 
G James Marten, Boston College 6-8 315 Sr. 


G Derrick Morse, Miami 6-4 295 Jr 
C Dustin Fry, Clemson 63 315 Sr. 
QB Drew Weatherford, Florida State 6-3 220 So. 
RB Andre Brown, N.C. State 6-0 232 So. 
RB Branden Ore, Virginia Tech 5-11 204 So. 
E Chris Ellis, Virginia Tech 65 250 Jr 
E Chris Long, Virginia 6-4 278 Jr. 
T Conrad Bolston, Maryland 6-3 285 Sr. 
LB Jon Abate, Wake Forest 5-1 245 Jr. 
LB Xavier Adibi, Virginia Tech 6-2 224 Jr 
LB Jon Beason, Miami 6-0 225 Jr. 
LB Brian Toal, Boston College 61 238 Jr. 
CB Josh Wilson, Maryland 5:10 182 Sr. 
CB Marcus Hamilton, Virginia 5-11 187 Sr. 
$ Josh Gattis, Wake Forest 6-1 212 Sr. 
S Kenny Phillips, Miami 6-2 200 So. 
K Brandon Pace, Virginia Tech 5-10 196 Sr. 
P Nic Schmitt, Virginia Tech 62 273 Sr. 
KR Brandon Tate, North Carolina 61 193 So. 


Offense: Sergio Render, G, Virginia Tech 
Defense: Myron Rolle, SS, Florida State 


ACC SCOUTING 


° 
GAMES TO WATCH 


@ Florida State at Miami, Sept. 4 
Welcome to “Monday Night Football.” Can the 
loser of the ACC opener win a division title? 
® Clemson at Boston College, Sept. 9 
The first of two huge back-to-back road 
games for Clemson. 

@ Clemson at Florida State, Sept. 16 
Dad meets son for the eighth time. Father 
knows best: Pops leads the series, 5-2. 

@ Virginia at Georgia Tech, Sept. 21 
The first league game for both, this will tell 
whether either is a league contender. 

@ Maryland at Georgia Tech, Oct. 7 
This is the first league game for the Terps, 
who play eight consecutive ACC games to 
end the season. 

@ Virginia Tech at Boston College, Oct. 12 
This will be a tough Thursday night road 
game for the Hokies. 

@ Boston College at Florida State, Oct. 21 
The Seminoles’ win over the Eagles last year 
gave Florida State the Atlantic title. 

@ Clemson at Virginia Tech, Oct. 26 
This Thursday night affair is the last of three 
brutal conference road games for the Tigers. 

® Virginia Tech at Miami, Nov. 4 
We're betting the victor will win the Coastal 
Division. 

@ Boston College at Miami, Nov, 23 * 
“The Flutie Miracle" occurred on this date in 
1984. But this game is on a Thursday. Hmmm, 

© Dream schedule 

Florida State and Virginia Tech have eight 
home games, But at least FSU has one tough 
non-league game, vs. Florida. Virginia Tech 
doesn't play anyone of note outside of league 
action and has just two tough road games- 
Boston College and Miami. The one tough 
home game is against Clemson, on a 
Thursday night, the week before the Hokies 
play at Miami. That means the Hokies will 
have two extra days to prep for the Canes. 

@ Nightmare schedule 
You have to feel for Maryland coach Ralph 
Friedgen. His team plays West Virginia, 
Georgia Tech, Virginia, Clemson and Boston 
College on the road. Among the home 
opponents are FSU and Miami. That schedule 
might be enough to keep the Terps bowl-less 
for the third season in a row. And poor 
Georgia Tech. It opens vs. Notre Dame; 
closes at Georgia and plays at Virginia Tech, 
at Clemson and vs, Miami in between. 
® Bowl bound 
Florida State, Miami, Virginia Tech, Clemson 
and Boston College look like locks, with all 
but BC hoping to be in the BCS mix. Georgia 
Tech, Maryland, N.C. State and North 
Carolina have shots, too; figure two of those 
four will go bowling. 
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RANKING THE PLAYERS 


By RivaLs.com 


Player, position 

1. C.J Spiller, RB 

2. Myron Rolle, $ 

3. Ricky Sapp, DE 

4, Brandon Warren, TE 

5. Daron Rose, OL 

6, Marcus Ball, ATH 

7. LeSean McCoy, RB 

8. Tervaris Johnson, DB 
9. Ryan Hill, DB 

10. Damon McDaniel, WR 
Tl. Marcus Sims, RB 

12, DeAndre McDaniel, DB 
13, Jeremy Ricker, OB 

14. Kylan Robinson, RB 
15. Preston Parker, WR 
16. Jordon McMichael, TE 
17. Javarris James, RB 
18. Jason Adjepong, DE 
19, Jarrell Miller, LB 


20. D'Vontrey Richardson, OB 


Ht./wt. 


5-11/190 
6-2/214 
6-4/225 
6-2/230 
6-5/310 
6-0/204 


5-11/204 | 


6-2/211 
5-11/186 
6-0/192 
60/211 
6-1/190 
6-2/201 
61/215 
6-0/175 
6-5/237 
6-0/201 
6-3/248 
6-3/235 
6-1/220 


Hometown/Previous school 
Lake Butler, Fla./Union County 
Galloway, N.J./Hun School = 
Bamberg, S.C./Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Alcoa, Tenn./Alcoa 

Tampa/Jefferson 

Stone Mountain, Ga./Stephenson 
Harrisburg, Pa./Bishop McDevitt 
Miami/Monsignor Pace 

Tallahassee, Fla./Rickards 

Virginia Beach, Va./Landstown 
Tallahassee, Fla./North Florida Christian 
Tallahassee, Fla./Godby 
Hummelstown, Pa./Bishop McDevitt 
Tampa/Chamberlain 

Delray Beach, Fla./Atlantic 

Eden Prairie, Minn./Breck School 
Immokalee, Fla./Immokalee 
Rahway, N.J./Carteret 

Highland Springs, Va./Highland Springs 
Leesburg, Ga./Lee County 


College 
Clemson 
Florida State 
Clemson 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Miami 

Miami 

Miami 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Clemson 
Maryland 
Miami 
Florida State 
Boston College 
Miami 
Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 
Florida State 


NOTEBOOK Florida State went out of state for its top two recruits: S Myron Rolle 


and TE Brandon Warren... 
struggled recruiting receivers, a position of need. Miami did 
land stud RBs Javarris James, Kylan Robinson and LeSean 
McCoy. ... Clemson made waves by beating Florida for the 
top player in Florida: RB C.J, Spiller. The Tigers also pulled 
in a stellar defensive line class. ... 
Friedgen signed his first big-time quarterback by luring 
Jeremy Ricker from Pennsylvania, but the Terps didn't 
keep enough in-state talent. ... 
~ al good in-state players, but Virginia LB Jarrell Miller was 
- Virginia Tech struggled in-state but compensated by landing New Jersey DE Jason 


the biggest get. .. 


Maryland's Ralph 


North Carolina signed sever- 


For the second straight year, Miami had a top quarterback de-commit, and it 


RANKING THE TEAMS 
1. Florida State 


7. Boston College 


2. Miami 8. Virginia 

3. Clemson 9. N.C. State 

4, Maryland 10, Duke 
5.North Carolina 11, Georgia Tech 
6. Virginia Tech 12. Wake Forest 


Adjepong, who leads one of the best defensive line classes in the country. —Mike Farrell, Rivals.com 


RETURNING LEADERS 


RUSHING Player, school, class 

1, Lance Ball, Maryland, Jr. 

2. James Davis, Clemson, So. 

3. LV, Whitworth, Boston College, Jr. 
4. Micah Andrews, Wake Forest, Jr. 
5. Andre Brown, N.C. State, So 


PASSING Player, school, class 
1. Kyle Wright, Miami, Jr. 

2. Matt Ryan, Boston College, Jr. 
3. Sam Hollenbach, Maryland, Sr. 


4. Drew Weatherford, Florida State, So. 


5. Marcus Stone, N.C. State, Jr. 


RECEIVING Player, school, class 
1. Calvin Johnson, Georgia Tech, Jr. 
2. Chansi Stuckey, Clemson, Sr. 

3. Deyon Williams, Virginia, Sr. 

4. Jesse Holley, North Carolina, Sr. 
5. Greg Carr, Florida State, So. 


Yds. Avg. Long TD YPG 
ws 903 48 65 6 82.1 
165 879 5.3 40 9 79.9 
189 807 43 47 5 67.3 
110 621 57 44 1 62.1 
129 667 5.2 65 6 60.6 
Comp Att. Pct. Int. Yds. Yds./att. TD Rating 
180 307 586 10 2,403 TEA 18 SE37.2 
i195 «6621 51,514 78 8 135.7 
1922 315 = 660.1. 15 2,539 81 13 —«132.8 
276 «6469 «= 58.9 18 = 3,208 6.8 18 121.3 
1% 154 487 6 41,05 6.6 8 113.4 
Rec. Yds, Long TD RPG YPR  YPG 
54. 888. 59 6 45 16.4 74.0 
64. 770 40 4 5.3 12.0 64.2 
58 767 90 7 48 13.2 63.9 
47 ~—s 670 49 1 43 14.3 60.9 
30 618 63 9 2.5 20.6 = «51.5 
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THE 
TIM BRANDO 
SHOW 


Weekdays 
3pm - 6pm ET / 12pm - 3pm PT 


Listen on the Sporting News Radio affiliate nearest you or 
listen online at www.sportingnews.com. 
Also on XM Radio channel 143. Check your local listings. 


Acc | 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.4 gat Miami* 
Sept.9 Troy 

Sept.16 AClemson 
Sept. 23 Rice 

Oct.5 at N.C. State* 


Oct.14 at Duke 

Oct. 21 Boston College 
Oct. 28 at Maryland 
Nov.4 Virginia 


Nov. ii Wake Forest 
Nov.18 Western Michigan 
Nov. 25  @ Florida 
*Monday “Thursday 

W Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


Stadium: Doak Campbell (grass, 
82,300) 

Site: Tallahassee, Fla. 

Coach: Bobby Bowden (286-75-4, 
30 years; 359-107-4 overall, 40 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Jeff Bowden (6th year, 13th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Mickey Andrews (23rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 Multiple 
Last league title won: 2005 
Last year not in a bowl: 1981 
2005 record: 8-5, 5-3/Tist ACC 
Atlantic 


2005 RESULTS 


Miami W, 10-7 
The Citadel W, 62-10 
at Boston College W, 28-17 
Syracuse W, 38-14 
Wake Forest W, 41-24 
at Virginia L, 26-21 
at Duke W, 55-24 
Maryland W, 35-27 
N.C. State L, 20-15 

_ at Clemson L, 35-14 
at Florida L, 34-7 
Virginia Tech* W, 27-22 
Penn State* L, 26-23 (307) 
*ACC Championship “Orange Bow! 
KEY LOSSES 


Offense: C David Castillo, FB James 
Coleman, WR Willie Reid, TE Matt 
Henshaw, RB Leon Washington 
Defense: NG Brodrick Bunkley, 

P Chris Hall, S Kyler Hall, LB A.J. 
Nicholson, LB Ernie Sims, $ Pat 
Watkins, E Kamerion Wimbley 
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ATLANTIC DIVISION 


ScOUTING REPORTS BY MIKE HuGUENIN, ORLANDO SewTinet; Ken Tysiac, CHARLOTTE OsserveR; Tom Dienxarr, SporTine News 


1. FLORIDA STATE 


Weatherford 


MS 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach 
Bobby Bowden once was the ulti- 
mate gunslinger, but his offense 
has bogged down of late. The 
team averaged only 94.0 yards 
rushing last season, and re-estab- 


lishing the ground game is a prior- 


ity. Whether the running game 
will be a complementary part of 
the offense or an albatross is the 
question. 

SKILL POSITIONS Drew 
Weatherford threw for 3,208 yards 
and 18 touchdowns last season, 
but he also threw 18 picks. He 
made some bad decisions, but the 
lack of a running game led to 
Weatherford basically having to 
keep Florida State in games with 
his strong arm. He has some nice 
receivers in Chris Davis, Greg Carr 
and De'Cody Fagg. Tight end, how- 
ever, is a huge concern, and it's 
likely a true freshman, Caz 


Piurowski or Brandon Warren, will 
play extensively there. Despite the 
struggles running the ball, there is 
talent at running back. Lorenzo 
Booker and touted Antone Smith, 
a burner who can score from any- 
where on the field, will share time. 
Booker is an excellent receiver. 
OFFENSIVE LINE The line was a 
problem last season. Once injuries 
hit, the backups struggled, espe- 
cially when it came to run block- 
ing. Though depth is better than 
last season, the coaches don't 
want to have to rely on the 
reserves. Left tackle Mario 
Henderson looks to be the best of 
the starters. Right guard Cory 
Niblock and center John Frady 
have extensive starting experience 
and should provide a nice push up 
the middle, with left guard Jacky 
Claude. The right tackle job will 
go to David Overmyer or junior 


college transfer Shannon 
Boatman. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Mickey Andrews is a 
superb motivator and likes to 
attack. His first priority is getting 
upfield and pressuring the quar- 
terback. But this defense was sur- 
prisingly soft at times last season; 
FSU gave up at least 20 points in 
each of its past nine games. The 
previous worst in school history? 
Five consecutive games in 1978. 
Expect a return to form. 

FRONT SEVEN Tackle Andre 
Fluellen, who has All-ACC poten- 
tial, heads a strong interior 
group. Though no one has nailed 
down the starting job at nose 
tackle, it's not that big of a deal 
because Emmanuel Dunbar, 
Kendrick Stewart and Paul Griffin 
should make an effective rota- 
tion. There are questions at end. 


ACC 


might be the strong safety, 
He impressed the coaches 
with his athletic ability, and 


RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. after a slow first couple of 
oo a 552 a days really came on in his 
intone:Sm 8S. understanding of the defense. HAR 
PASSING Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD His Eaietion will come DEPTH c T 
Drew Weatherford 216 469588 320818 from Anthony Houllis. Depth aes eT 
ns et — oe is iffy at both safety spots. WR 81 De'Cody Fagg 63. 221. dt 
bite tals 666 181 SPECIAL TEAMS Gary ee 60 Joslin Shaw CSSA 180 
Greg ca ae 206 Reresniope tthe tel” T aeeenset er sah 
De'Cody Fagg 404 115 arship kickers on the roster, is 16 68 Jacky Claude 6-4 308 dr 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS No. Yds. Avg. TD the'returming tield-goal man. 74 _ Geoff Berniard 6-8 342 So 
Kenny O'Neal 21503240 He is solid, but any attempt C 67 JohnFrady = (4 306 
KICKING XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. over 45 yards is dicey. _58__Dumaka Atkins 6-4 310 So. 
Gary Cismesia 42 TAS OM Ti RAC? Graham Gano, the kickoff spe- RG 62 Cory Niblock 6-4 300 Sr. 
TACKLES Solo Assists Total TFL/Yds. cialist for the last half of last eae 9 David Overmver 65 303 dr 
° : RT 79 David Overmyer 6-5 303 Jr. 
Buster Davis 53 91 10.5/29 season, is the new punter. Patron nen 6-7 309 Jr 
Tony Carter 8 Al 4/0 The return games should be TE 45 Charlie Graham 63 241 Fr 
Roger Williams 39 2/5 strong. Smith should get a 1 Brandon Warren* 6-2 230 Fr. 
JR. Bryant 35 1/4 shot at one of the return jobs, WR 89. “Greg Carr 66 200 So 
Lawrence Timmons 35 35/17 and wide receiver Kenny 5 ChrisDavis 6-0 180 Sr. 
Sacks: Timmons (3) O'Neal did a nice job on kick Sis 9 Dry Weatoertors Some 
Interceptions: Carter, Williams, Michael Ray Garvin (1) _29Xavierlee 64.228 So, 
¢ ees ect RB 28 Lorenzo Booker 5H 193° Sr 
COACHING STAFF Bowden's 23. Antone Smith — 5-9 188 So. 
promotion of son Jeff to offen- FB 32 Joe Surratt 61 263 Jr 
Alex Boston and Darrell and Lawrence Timmons would sive coordinator in 2001 ___ 40 Matt Dunham* 62 255 Ft 
Burston, who combined for play on the strong side. If remains a hot-button topic; es Me Lat s S c 
33 tackles and two sacks Davis stays in the middle, indeed, the offensive staff as a Si . 
last season, are the likely Geno Hayes would become the whole is a question. There EN 
starters. Everette Brown, starter on the weak side. The aren't any concerns about the Pos, No. Name Ht Wt Cl 
D.J. Norris and Neefy Seminoles will go at least defensive staff. Andrews and —£ 98 Alex Boston 63 264 Jr. 
Moffett also will play; fresh- seven deep, and the talent his coaches, most notably line- ____59_ Neefy Moffett 61 263 So 
man Justin Mincey, assum- drop-off is negligible. backers coach Kevin Steele, Bee 20 Renarick Stewart gow (hats 
ing he qualifies, could pro- SECONDARY This is the know what they're doing. Se eee 
vide an immediate impact. defense’s weakest unit, BOTTOM LINE Florida State og Acrn ones 63) 2B8 So, 
Andrews has a way of getting though the team should be won the ACC title in 'OS in E 92. Darrell Burston 6-2 240 Sr. 
production from guys who fine at corner, where Tony what was a down season—an ___82_D.J. Norris _ 63 252 _Jr. 
previously haven't done Carter is the secondary’s lone 8-5 mark. The Seminoles WEB} 55" Derek Nicholson GZ eae 30; 
much. Though Florida State returning starter. J.R. Bryant have lost 20 times in the nag aS sey, = 
lost star linebackers Ernie likely will start opposite past five seasons; they had 10 Geno Hayes 62 215 So. 
Sims and A.J. Nicholson, Carter, and backups Michael lost 18 times in the preceding SLB 83 Lawrence Timmons 63 230 Jr. 
there are few worries. Buster Ray Garvin, Trevor Ford and 13 seasons. There are eight 56 Jeremy Franklin 62 202 Sr 
Davis is always around the Jamie Robinson provide able home games this season, and CB 15 Tony Carter 5-9 160 So. 
ball, and his versatility support. Safety is a problem. if the running attack comes 29 Michael Ray Garvin _‘5°8_181__ So. 
allows the team to mix and Roger Williams gets the call around, nine or 10 wins and Bey . shat eS zs 
match personnel. Davis start- at free safety; he started another league title are likely. FSB amine 60 200 7 
ed in the middle last season, three times last season but is If the offensive line struggles 24 DariusMcClure = S-fl_198_ So. 
but the coaches may want a journeyman talent. Touted again, a trip to the Gator or CB 18 J.R. Bryant 61 72 Jr. 
him on the weak side. In that freshman Myron Rolle, who Chick-Fil-A bow! becomes a _21__ Trevor Fo 61192 So. 


scenario, Derek Nicholson 
would start in the middle, 


enrolled early and went 
through spring practice, 


more realistic goal. 
—Mike Huguenin 


P 43 Graham 61 189 So. 
PR 5 Chris Davis 6-0 180 Sr. 
Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


103 


ACC 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Sept.2 Florida Atlantic 

Sept. 9 _ @ at Boston College 

Sept. 16 i at Florida State 

Sept. 23 North Carolina 

Sept. 30 Louisiana Tech 

Oct.7 © A at Wake Forest 

Oct.12  Temple** 

Oct.21 Georgia Tech 

Oct. 26 at Virginia Tech* 

Nov.4 — Maryland 

Nov. il N.C. State 

Nov. 25 South Carolina 

*Thursday 

“at Bank of America Field, Charlotte 
Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to be upset 


TIGERS DATA 
Stadium: Memorial (grass, 81,473) 
Site: Clemson, S.C. 

Coach: Tommy Bowden (52-33, 

T years; 70-37 overall, 9 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Rob Spence (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Vic Koenning (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1991 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 8-4, 4-4/3rd ACC 
Atlantic 


2005 RESULTS 


Texas A&M W, 25-24 

at Maryland W, 28-24 
Miami L, 36-30 (307) 
Boston College —_L, 16-13 (OT) 
at Wake Forest L, 31-27 

at N.C. State W, 31-10 
Temple W, 37-7 

at Georgia Tech _L, 10-9 

Duke W, 49-20 
Florida State W, 35-14 


at South Carolina W, 13-9 
Colorado* W, 19-10 
*Champs Sports Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: WR Curtis Baham, 

QB Charlie Whitehurst, TE Bobby 
Williamson 

Defense: E Charles Bennett, 

S Jamaal Fudge, CB Tye Hill, 

T Trey Tate 
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2. CLEMSON 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Rob Spence 
made his mark last season, 
his first year with the 
Tigers, by implementing a 
physical running game and 
bringing balance to an 
offense that had become 
pass-first and soft. Spence, 
known as the “Mad 
Scientist” because of the 
myriad hours he spends 
watching tapes, uses mul- 
tiple formations and 
employs numerous screen 
passes. He isn't afraid to 
call runs on passing downs 
and has made tight ends 
and tailbacks important 
again after they had 
become forgotten in the 
old offense. 

SKILL POSITIONS For 
the first time in years, 
Clemson has a tailback 
with good size and break- 
away speed. James Davis 
was the ACC Rookie of the 
Year last season and is the 
Tigers’ best back since 
Raymond Priester in the 
mid-1990s. But Davis will 
have company in the back- 
field with freshman C.J. 
Spiller, who is the school’s 
most highly decorated run- 
ning back recruit in more 
than 15 years. Davis and 
Spiller should take the 
heat off quarterback Will 
Proctor, a fifth-year senior who 
proved capable as Charlie 
Whitehurst's backup last year but 
is in his first season as a starter. 
Proctor isn't a great downfield 
passer, but Spence's schemes rely 
more on quick, short passes any- 
way, and Proctor has good running 
skills. He also has some 
experience; last season he led the 
Tigers to a victory over Duke and 
directed a game-winning, fourth 
quarter drive against.Texas A&M. 
Clemson has excellent receivers, 
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with 2005 ACC receptions leader 
Chansi Stuckey and willowy Aaron 
Kelly leading the way. Depth at 
tight end will be a problem, but 
fifth-year senior Thomas Hunter is 
a quality starter. 

OFFENSIVE LINE All five starters 
return on a unit that should open 
huge holes for Davis and Spiller. 
Guard Roman Fry was second-team 
All-ACC last season, and Dustin 
Fry (no relation) is one of the 
nation’s most powerful centers at 
315 pounds. Guard Nathan 
Bennett has a nasty streak and 


plays extremely hard, and tackles 
Marion Dukes and Barry 
Richardson are third-year starters 
with quick feet who are excellent 
pass blockers. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Vic 
Koenning came to Clemson last 
season with a reputation for zone 
blitzing, but the new coordinator 
was more intent on making his 
scheme fit his personnel. With one 
of the ACC’s best pass rushers in 
end Gaines Adams, the Tigers will 
try to pressure the quarterback 
without blitzing and play deep in 


oO ACC 


An ACC coach says ... 


of excelling as a starter. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Jad Dean 
will be one of the top kickers 


RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. in the ACC after making a 
= Davis 165 = - school-record 24 field goals in 
Reggie Merriweather 149 71 .8 31 attempts last season. DEPTH CHART 
PASSING Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD Punter Cole Chason also 5 = — | 
Will Proctor 18 31 woes 2813 returns, but he averaged just BEET No. Nerve He Wie CL 
faa ~ a: 36.4 yards last season and WR 2 "Chansi Stuckey 6-0 185 Sr. 
Aaron Kelly 122 had five punts blocked. Coach 26 la'DonteHarris == Stl 185 Jr. 
, 5 Tommy Bowden is hopeful a lt 79 Barry Richardson 6-7 335 Jr. 
James Davis 8.0 ; : 73 Tim BeDeer 6-6 285 Sr. 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS Avg: new protection scheme will (6 72 RomanFry Ea DOE TST 
Aaron Kelly 2 reduce or eliminate the 68 Chris McDuffie 65 315 J. 
Duane Coleman 20.8 blocks. Stuckey is a decent C 62. Dustin Fry Wwe a 
KICKING XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. punt returner, and Kelly ___55__ Bobby Hutchinson 63 290 So 
Jad Dean 35.24 31 106 shows signs of developing RG 63 Nathan Bennett 6-5 300 Sr. 
TACKLES Solo Assists Total TFL/Yds. into a breakaway kick return p14 “Brandon Prigrim &6_290'_ Jf 
Anthony Waters %4 109 135/36 threat. ce) Beton betes SANSE LS. 
F E 67 Christian Capote 6-4 300 Jr. 
Nick Watkins 62 99 5/18 COACHING STAFF This staff TE 89 ThomasHunter | 6-4 250 Sr. 
Tremaine Billie 50 93 5.5/28 still is developing chemistry 84 AkeemRobinson «65260. So 
C.J. Gaddis 35 59 3/13 because both coordinators are WR 80 Aaron Kelly 6-5 180 So. 
_ Adams 37 56 15/83 in their second season, but 5 ° ne oman _ - a % 
acks: Adams (9.5) P 4 Will Proctor 4 05 Sr. 
Interceptions: Gaddis (3) Hin en proved 10 Cullen Harper 63 215 So. 
RB 1 James Davis 5-11 210 So. 

resignation of tight ends _37_ Reggie Merriweather 5-8 210 Sr 
coach Jack Hines, Tommy FB 41 Alex Pearson 6-2 250 So. 
the secondary to prevent big Weakside starter Nick Bowden's brother-in-law, was __45 BrentSmith Ss 0220 Sr. 
plays. Watkins and strongside addition by subtraction. - ie _ ae en a 
FRONT SEVEN Adams sur- starter Tramaine Billie both Clemson fans have a tepid Soacdy ™ 


prised just about everybody 


have excellent speed, and 


relationship with Bowden and 


when he decided to return for Billie might be Clemson's are waiting for a memorable Pos, No, Name Ht. Wt Ch. 
his senior season; he had hardest-hitting linebacker year to embrace him. —£ 94 Phillip Merling 65 275 So 
91/2 sacks last year and was since Keith Adams. BOTTOM LINE This could ____95__ Brandon Cannon_ 62 245 Sr. 
projected as a first-round SECONDARY Here is where be the year Clemson breaks BGs 44 » Donnell; Clark 63 265) Sr 
draft pick. He gives the Tigers the Tigers might be hurting. through as an elite team in ; z : ae Scolt = o3 305 _ So. 
jaad Jackson 63 270 So, 

a dominating presence out- They lost cornerback Tye Hill the expanded ACC and gets to 50 Jock McKissic 66 290 So 
side. Tackle Donnell Clark is a and dependable safety its first conference champi- BAN 93 GainesAdams 6-5. 265 Sr. 
powerful, squarely built run Jamaal Fudge. Converted onship game. Proctor and the 98 _Kwam Williams 63245. 
stopper who will help Adams tailback Duane Coleman still inexperienced secondary are WLB 32 Nick Watkins 6-2 220 Jr. 
lead an otherwise young line. is learning the boundary cor- potential weak points, but at on er Wee — a — oa =e 
Tackles Rashaad Jackson and ner position but has demon- this team has good enough 33 Kavell fae 62 25 Fr 
Dorel! Scott both played well strated promise. Former linemen and enough speed at SLB 20 Tramaine Billie 61 205 Sr. 
as freshman reserves last quarterback C.J. Gaddis will the skill positions to win the 40 AntonioClay 6-0 225 So, 
season, and Jock McKissic at play the field corner. Atlantic Division. The biggest CB 12 ~=« C.J. Gaddis 6-0 205 Jr. 
nose tackle and Phillip Opponents targeted him last problem is that Bowden's 29 _ Haydrian Lewis Sil _170_‘So._ 
Merling at end should be year before he settled down teams tend to start slow : 3 ea erhbae o: Me * 
ready for starting roles. late in the season. Safeties before finishing fast, and Ea o> Chik Canons IP PO So, 
Anthony Waters is a big, Michael Hamlin and Chris Clemson's first two ACC 23 ChrisRussell = 2210 
physical middle linebacker Clemons showed flashes of pamesalhiat Boston College CB 3 Duane Coleman 510 195 Sr. 
who doesn't have great clos- talent as freshmen last sea- and at Florida State, the 15 _ Sergio Gilliam : oe 180 Sr. 
: cus Tigers’ top divisional rivals. P30 Cole Chason oe 
ing speed but will be a good son, but Clemons in particu Beil > chansi Stuckey Sa iakee 


leader for the defense. 


lar must prove he is capable 


—Ken Tysiac 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 at Central Michigan* 
Sept.9 Clemson 
Sept.16 BYU 

Sept. 23 at N.C. State 
Sept. 30 Maine 

Oct.12 Virginia Tech* 
Oct.21 mat Florida State 
Oct.28 Buffalo 

Nov.4 at Wake Forest 
Nov. 11 Duke 

Nov.18 @ Maryland 

Nov. 23 at Miami* 
*Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


EAGLES DATA 
Stadium: Alumni (artificial, 
44,500) 

Site: Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

Coach: Tom O'Brien (66-42, 9 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Dana Bible (8th year) 


Defensive coordinator: 

Frank Spaziani (10th year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 
(Big East, tie) 

Last year not in a bowl: 1998 
2005 record: 9-3, 5-3/Tist ACC 
Atlantic 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: LV. Whitworth 

(189 att., 807 yards, 5 TDs) 
Passing: Matt Ryan 
(121-195-5, 1,514 yards, 8 TDs) 
Receiving: Tony Gonzalez 
(28 rec., 414 yards, 5 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at BYU W, 20-3 
Army W, 44-7 
Florida State L, 28-17 

at Clemson W, 16-13 (OT) 
Ball State W, 31-0 
Virginia W, 28-17 
Wake Forest W, 35-30 
at Virginia Tech —_L, 30-10 

at North Carolina L, 16-14 
N.C. State W, 30-10 

at Maryland W, 31-16 
Boise State* W, 27-21 
“MPC Computers Bowl 


3. BOSTON COLLEGE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY It's all slobberknocking, with a 
play-action pass mixed in when the defense starts selling out 
for the run. At least BC changes its formations. If quarterback 
Matt Ryan continues to develop, the Eagles soon might be 
emphasizing the passing game. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Ryan is a budding star who will be 
one of the ACC's best. As the game slows down for him, Ryan's 
decision making will improve. Coach Tom O'Brien prefers to 
have a workhorse back, but he isn’t quibbling about the 1-2 
punch of L.V. Whitworth and Andre Callender. Fullback Mark 
Palmer will reprise his role as a hole-buster. With Will 
Blackmon and Larry Lester gone, panic mode is setting in at 
receiver. It's vital that a big-play wideout emerges. Tony 
Gonzalez has been a good No. 3 guy; can he be a No. 1 guy? 
He has the best hands in the unit. Veterans Taylor Sele and 
Kevin Challenger might be leap-frogged by speedy youngsters 
Clarence Megwa and Rich Gunnell. Talent overflows at tight 
end for a program that likes to use three. Ryan Purvis and 
Ryan Thompson return. BC is a factory for NFL linemen. The 
assembly line continues with guards Josh Beekman and 
James Marten and tackle Gosder Cherilus, Beekman is the 
best. He’s the smallest but is powerful and experienced. 
However, holes must be filled at left tackle and center, 
arguably the most important spots on any line. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Eagles run a standard 4-3 set 
that features movement along the line. The pressure packages 
include zone- and man-blitz concepts. BC typically uses zone 
coverage, but if the corners prove adept, more man schemes 
could be implemented. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Tackles Ron Brace, Justin Bell and 
B.J. Raji are big, strong and quick. No problems there. The 
ends? Problems. Nick Larkin, an athletic player, has one spot. 
The other? Keith Willis? Jim Ramella? Brendan Deska? A bigger 
question: Who will rush the passer now that Mathias Kiwanuka 
is gone? This is O'Brien's biggest worry on defense. Despite the 
losses of middle linebacker Ray Henderson and weakside 
‘backer Ricky Brown, the linebackers unit looks good. O’Brien 
believes strongside linebacker Brian Toal will be the best he 
has had. Middle linebacker Jolonn Dunbar and weakside line- 
backer Tyronne Pruitt lack size but have experience and speed. 
There are few worries in'the secondary. Cornerback DeJuan 
Tribble, who lacks height but can cover, will be one of the ACC's 
best. Larry Anam and Taji Morris are vying for the other corner 
spot. The safeties are solid with Ryan Glasper and Jamie Silva. 
Silva is a sure tackler, and Glasper can lay the wood. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Ryan Ohliger has a strong leg but 
was erratic last season, Punter Johnny Ayers continues to 
develop his touch and leg, and his best days are ahead of 
him. Tribble has run back a punt for a touchdown, and 
Brandon Robinson and Callender—among others—are options 
on kick returns. 

COACHING STAFF It's status quo for one of the most 
underrated staffs in the nation. 

BOTTOM LINE The Eagles’ second go-around in the ACC will 
be more difficult, but the bow! streak will reach eight years. 


_ Still, this team isn't ready to deliver O'Brien's first New Year's 


Day bowl. —Tom Dienhart 


DEPTH CHART 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 84 Kevin Challenger 59 10 Jt: 
___13 _ Taylor Sele 6-0 203 Sr. 
tT 70 James Marten 6-8 315 Sr. 

73 ~~ Cliff Ramsey 6-6 305 So. 
LG 74 Ryan Poles 64 310 Jr. 
meee. Hall 6-5 296 Jr. 
C 61 Kevin Sheridan 63 296 Jr. 

62 Bryan Murphy 6-3 285 So. 
RG 75 Josh Beekman 6-2 325 Sr. 
___ 67 __Tom Anevski 6-4 301 Jr 
RT 77 Gosder Cherilus 6-7 320 Jr. 
___T1__ Carlos Huggins 6-6 302 So. 
TE 85 Ryan Thompson 6-4 254 Jr. 
___ 80 _ Ryan Purvis 6-4 261 So. 
WR 26 Tony Gonzalez 5-1 190 Sr. 

2 _ Brandon Robinson Si 191 So. 
0B 12 Matt Ryan 6-5 221 Jr 
10 Chris Crane 6-5 228 So. 
RB 30 LY. Whitworth 6-0 220 Jr. 
____32__ Andre Callender 5-1 204 Jr. 
FB 49 Mark Palmer 6-3 245 Sr. 

38 J. Survival Ross 6-0 207 Sr. 
K 20 ‘Ryan Ohliger 5-9 197 Jr 
KR 27 DeJuan Tribble 5-9 189 Jr. 
eS Se 
Pos, No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl, 
E 86 Jim Ramella 6-4 244 So. 
___52__ Austin Giles 63 283 Fr. 
T 60 Ron Brace 6-3 343 So. 
___ 99 _ Jerry Willette 6-5 261 So. 
T 90 BJ. Raji * 6-1 337 Jr. 
__ 93 _ Keith Willis 6-1 266 So. 
E 57 Nick Larkin 6-4 252 Jr. 
: 95 Brendan Deska 65 243 Fr. 
LB 48 Tyrone Pruitt Sl 218 Jr. 

7___Kevin Akins 6-2 205 So. 
LB 40 Jolonn Dunbar 61 224 Jr. 
____34_Mike McLaughlin 6-0 245 Fr. 
1B 16 Brian Toal 6-1 238 Jr. 
____35__ Robert Francois 62 235 So. 
CB 27 DeJuan Tribble 5-9 189 Jr. 
__21_ Brad Mueller 5 175 Jr 
SS 24 Ryan Glasper 6-0 207 Sr. 

19 Paul Anderson 6-1 207 So. 
FS 44 Jamie Silva 5-11 205 Jr. 
____8 __ Marcellus Bowman 61 194 Fr. 
CB 9 Larry Anam 6-0 192 Sr. 
____ 29 _Taj Morris 5-10 184 Jr. 
P 46 Johnny Ayers 6-0 195 Jr. 
PR 27 DeJuan Tribble 5-9 189 Jr. 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 William & Mary 
Sept.9 Middle Tennessee 
Sept.14 mat West Virginia* 
Sept. 23 Florida International 
Oct.7 —_ at Georgia Tech 
Oct.14 at Virginia 

Oct.21 @N.C. State 
Oct.28 Florida State 
Nov.4 — at Clemson 

Nov. 11 a Miami 

Nov.18 — at Boston College 
Nov. 25 Wake Forest 
*Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


Stadium: Byrd (grass, 51,500) 
Site: College Park, Md. 
Coach: Ralph Friedgen (41-20, 
5 years; 15th year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: TBA 
Defensive coordinator: 

Chris Cosh (ist year, 2nd at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 2001 
Last bowl appearance: 2003 
2005 record: 5-6, 3-5/T3rd ACC 
Atlantic 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Lance Ball 

(189 att., 903 yards, 6 TDs) 
Passing: Sam Hollenbach 
(192-315-15, 2,539 yards, 13 TDs) 
Receiving: Lance Ball 

(18 rec., 153 yards, 0 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Navy W, 23-20 
Clemson L, 28-24 
West Virginia L, 31-19 

at Wake Forest —'W, 22-12 
Virginia W, 45-33 
at Temple WM, 38-7 
Virginia Tech L, 28-9 

at Florida State —L, 35-27 

at North Carolina W, 33-30 (0T) 
Boston College _—L, 31-16 

at N.C. State L, 20-14 


4, MARYLAND 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Option, one-back, two tight ends 
.» you name it, the Terps probably run it. It's all about keeping 
defenses off-balance. And it all begins with a powerful ground 
attack, which sets up a vertical passing attack that needs work. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Sam Hollenbach will 
be on a short leash after tossing 15 interceptions last year. If 
his decision-making doesn't improve, Jordan Steffy may get 
the call. Steffy is morphing from raw prospect into a quarter- 
back. The line is good, At 6-9, 330, tackle Jared Gaither is 
hard to miss. Don't forget about star tackle Stephon Heyer, 
who missed last year with a knee injury. The staff loves guards 
Andrew Crummey and Donnie Woods. The only question is at 
center. Lance Ball and Josh Allen are the top options at run- 
ning back. Ball is a human bowling ball, and Allen is trying to 
regain his speed after a knee injury ruined 2005. Coach Ralph 
Friedgen wrings his hands when talking about the receivers. 
He feels good about Isaiah Williams, a big target who has the 
best hands on the team. Drew Weatherly is a veteran posses- 
sion receiver. After that is a collection of speedy youngsters 
who must develop. No one can replace tight end Vernon 
Davis’ skill, but the Terps like their mix of options. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Terps’ 4-3 set allows them the 
flexibility to quickly change looks before the snap. It's all 
about confusion. And Maryland isn't afraid to gamble by blitz- 
ing and stunting in hopes of generating a big play. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Trey Covington plays the “Leo” 
spot, an end/linebacker hybrid that requires strength and ath- 
letic ability. Covington fills the bill. D’'Qwell Jackson is gone, 
but Friedgen still loves the talent and depth at linebacker. 
Wesley Jefferson plays better than he tests in the middle. In 
short, he’s a football player. Weakside starter Erin Henderson is 
a tough, rangy athlete but missed last year with injury. David 
Holloway lacks size but compensates with a lot of effort on the 
strong side. The line is a lunch-bucket crew that must improve 
against the run. Tackle Conrad Bolston can get a push. The 
staff thinks nose tackle Dre Moore is ready to break out. Ends 
Jeremy Navarre and Omarr Savage are a promising duo. 
Incoming freshman Melvin Alaeze could be a beast. Josh 
Wilson is a standout corner. The other side is worrisome. 
Strong safety Marcus Wimbush and free safety Christian 
Varner, who is a big hitter, are solid. 

SPECIAL TEAMS You'd be hard-pressed to find many punters 
better than Adam Podlesh, who has a big leg and continues to 
refine his touch and placement. Dan Ennis is the incumbent 
kicker, but he'll be challenged by Obi Egekeze and Chris Roberts 
after floundering down the stretch last season. The return 
game needs to be sorted out because Jo Jo Walker is gone. 

COACHING STAFF Offensive coordinator Charlie Taaffe 
retired. No problem. The Fridge will call plays. He doesn't 
trust anyone else to get this fixed. Defensive coordinator Chris 
Cosh takes over for Gary Blackney. Don't expect many changes. 

BOTTOM LINE It started with a bang. Three bangs, in fact. 
Friedgen guided the Terps to 3] wins in his first three years. 
There have been 10 wins in the two years since—and no 
bowls. The key: quarterback play. If it's good, the Terps will 
play in a minor bowl. If it's great, 2006 could end with anoth- 
er bang. —Tom Dienhart 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 84 Isaiah Williams 63 200 So. 
85 _ Terrell Skinner 63 190 Fr. 
LT 70 Stephon Heyer 67 319 Sr 
73 Scott Burley 66 316 Jr. 
LG 69 Donnie Woods 63 291 So. 
75 Jaimie Thomas 6-4 327 So. 
C 60 Edwin Williams 6-4 317 So. 
__ 72 Phil Costa 63 200 Fr 
RG 63 Andrew Crummey 6-5 294 Jr. 
66 Garrick Clig_ 63 298 Jr. 
RT 78 Jared Gaither 6-9 330 So. 
75 Dane Randolph 6-5 274 So. 
TE 13 Dan Gronkowski 6-6 262 So. 
___15 _ Jason Goode _ 63 231 Jr. 
WR 11 Drew Weatherly 64 210 Sr. 
8  Derrius Heyward-Bey 63 195 Fr. 
0B 14 Sam Hollenbach 6-5 218 Sr. 
____19__ Jordan Steffy _ 6-1 222 So. _ 
RB 44 Lance Ball 5-9 225 Jr. 
____ 33 _ Josh Allen 5-1 205 Sr. 
FB 32 TimCesa 6-1 243 Jr 
26 Chris Gronkowski 61 240 Fr. 
K 11 Dan Ennis 5-11 154 Sr. 
KR 4 Josh Wilson 5-10 182 Sr. 


Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
— 40 Jeremy Navarre 6-4 250 So, 
98 _Omarr Savage 65 262 Jr 

NT 92 Dre Moore 6-4 298 Jr. 
___99 Rob Armstrong 6-4 307 Jr. 
T 95 Conrad Bolston 6-3 285 Sr. 
68 Carlos Feliciano 65 298 Jr. 

E 55 Trey Covington 6-3 241 So. 
50 Jermaine Lemons 6-3 250 Jr. 
WLB 1 Erin Henderson 63 233 So. 
____ 53 _ Moises Fokou 63 215 Jr. 
MLB 35 Wesley Jefferson 61 236 Jr. 
____ 42_Chase Bullock 6-2 237 So. 
SLB 54 David Holloway 6-2 220 Sr. 
___34 Dave Philistin 62 218 So. 
CB 4 = Josh Wilson 5-10 182 Sr, 
2 __ Kevin Barnes 51 179 So. 
SS 12 Marcus Wimbush 5-1 205 Sr. 
29 Jeff Allen 6-1 190 So, 

FS 3 Christian Varner 5-11 195 Jr. 
30 J.J. Justice 62 27 Jr. 

CB 6 __ Isaiah Gardner 5-194 Jr. 
9 __ Richard Taylor 5-10 189 So. 
P 36 Adam Podlesh 6-0 192 Sr. 
PR 17 Danny Oquendo 63 175 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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Date 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Oct. 5 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 25 
“Thursday 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


WOLFPACK DATA 
Stadium: Carter-Finley (grass, 
60,240) 

Site: Raleigh, N.C. 

Coach: Chuck Amato (46-28, 
6 years; 16th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Marc Trestman (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Steve Dunlap (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1979 
Last year not in bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 7-5, 3-5/T4th 
Atlantic 


Opponent 
Appalachian State 
Akron 

at Southern Miss 
Boston College 
@ Florida State* 
@ Wake Forest 

at Maryland 

at Virginia 

& Georgia Tech 
at Clemson 

at North Carolina 
East Carolina 


Rushing: Andre Brown 

(129 att., 667 yards, 6 TDs) 
Passing: Marcus Stone 
(75-154-6, 1015 yards, 8 TDs) 
Receiving: Lamart Barrett 
(21 rec., 248 yards, 0 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Virginia Tech L, 20-16 
Eastern Kentucky W, 54-10 
North Carolina L, 31-24 
at Georgia Tech —W, 17-14 
Clemson L, 31-10 
at Wake Forest L, 27-19 
Southern Miss W, 21-17 
at Florida State — W, 20-15 
at Boston College L, 30-10 
Middle Tennessee W, 24-3 
Maryland W, 20-14 
South Florida* W, 14-0 
*Meineke Car Care Bowl 
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9. N.C. STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Wolfpack coordinator Marc 
Trestman, a former NFL coordinator, tried to install a West 
Coast scheme last season, but his quarterbacks weren't accu- 
rate enough to make it work. Unless Marcus Stone improves 
as a passer, N.C. State will remain a grind-it-out team that 
relies on talented tailbacks Andre Brown and Toney Baker. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Stone was 5-1 as a starter last sea- 
son despite completing 48.4 percent of his attempts and aver- 
aging 131 yards passing in those games. He is a tough runner 
and has a personality that seems to inspire his teammates. 
Coach Chuck Amato has succeeded with a freshman quarterback 
before, so Justin Burke could get a look if Stone doesn't improve 
his accuracy and ability to read defenses. Brown and Baker are 
powerful runners who also have some speed; they are capable 
of carrying the offense. Former tailback Darrell Blackman brings 
his big-play potential to wide receiver, where he'll be joined by 
reliable Lamart Barrett and deep threat John Dunlap. Tight 
ends Anthony Hill and Octavius Darby both have NFL potential. 
The line is solid and headlined by Leroy Harris, who might be 
the ACC's best center. There is no proven depth. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Amato likes to play press-man 
coverage and blitz at every opportunity. With ends Mario 
Williams and Manny Lawson gone to the NFL, it won't be so 
easy to cause havoc in opposing backfields. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Losing Williams, speedy linebacker 
Stephen Tulloch and tackle John McCargo as early departures 
to the pros could prove devastating. N.C. State has no experi- 
enced talent at end, though though Littleton Wright and John 
Amanchukwu have potential. Wright should be a solid pass 
rusher but might struggle against the run. Standout tackle 
DeMario Pressley could move to end if the Wolfpack can't get 
a rush off the edge, but Amato would prefer to keep him in 
the middle to plug gaps along with DeMarcus “Tank” Tyler. 
Middle linebacker Pat Lowery finished strong last season and 
has emerged as a leader. Speedy LeRue Rumph returns at 
strongside linebacker after starting nine games last season. 
Unproven Reggie Davis moved from tailback to linebacker dur- 
ing spring practice and claimed the job on the weak side. He 
is athletic but has a lot to learn. The secondary will be solid 
with returning starters A.J. Davis at cornerback and Garland 
Heath and Miguel Scott at safety. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The kicking game always has been a 
strength for Amato's teams, and this season should be no 
exception. John Deraney likely will handle the punting and 
kicking for a third straight season, Blackman has great 
straight-ahead speed and is an elite return man. 

COACHING STAFF Amato was under heat after a 2-4 start, 
but he changed quarterbacks and the team rallied for a bowl 
win. Players admired how Amato held them together after 
their slow start, but most fans were not fooled by N.C. State's 
success because it came against mediocre opponents. 

BOTTOM LINE This program could be on the verge of col- 
lapse. The Wolfpack is 12-11 overall and 6-10 in the ACC the 
past two seasons. Considering the talent it lost, it's difficult to 
imagine N.C. State being better than last season. The 
Wolfpack should be aided, however, by a nonconference 
schedule that includes winnable games against Appalachian 
State, Akron, Southern Miss and East Carolina. —Ken Tysiac 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl, 
WR 1 John Dunlap 62 210 Jr. 

2 _ Darrell Blackman 5-10 209 Jr 
iT 78 James Newby 6-5 295 Sr. 

61 Julian Williams 6-5 292 Fr, 
LG 69 Kalani Heppe 63 300 Jr. 

66 Yomi Ojo 6-4 320 Jr. 
C 64 Leroy Harris 6-3 300 Sr. 
__72_Luke Lathan 6-4 292 
RG 76 Curtis Crouch 6-5 344 So. 
____ 60 __Meares Green 6-4 295 So. 
RT 79 Jon Holt 6-6 296 Sr. 
____50 _Jerrail.McCuller 67 342 Fr. 
TE 83 Anthony Hill 66 277 Jr. 

89 Octavius Darby 6-2 256 So. 
WR 13 Lamart Barrett 61 190 Sr. 
___ 88 _Geron James 6-1 185 Fr. 
0B 9 Marcus Stone 6-4 236 Jr 
___19 Daniel Evans _ _ 62 191 So. 
RB 24 Andre Brown 6-0 232 So. 
____22 Toney Baker 5-10 228 So. 
FB 89 Octavius Darby 62 256 So. 

37 = John Kane 5-9 239 So. 
K 12 John Deraney 6-4 224 Sr. 
KR 2 Darrell Blackman 5-10 209 Jr. 


Pos, No, Name Ht, Wt. Cl. 
E 97 Willie Young 65 230 Fr. 
____41__ Martel Brown 6-2 290 Jr. 
T 92 DeMario Pressley 6-4 293 Jr. 
10 Teddylarsen 62265 Fr. 
T 72 DeMarcus Tank" Tyler 6-2 305 Sr, 
___ 93 _ John Bedics 6-4 283 Sr. 
E 98 Littleton Wright 66 244 Jr. 
____ 55 John Amanchukwu 6-4 283 Sr 
WLB 20 Reggie Davis 6-0 246 Sr. 
____ 43 _ Ray Michel ___ 60224 Fr. 
MLB 42 Pat Lowery 61 242 Sr. 
95 James Martin 61 236 Jr 
SLB 29 LeRue Rumph 6-2 225 Jr 
___95 James Martin 61 236 Jr. 
CB 3 Ad. Davis 5-10 191 Sr. 
6 _LevinNeal 510 191 So. 
ROV 19 Garland Heath 6-2 225 Sr. 
___7_DaJuan Morgan 62207 So. 
FS 25 Miguel Scott 60 203 Jr. 
__ 14 J.C. Neal 6-0 191 So. 
RCB 8 Jimmie Sutton 5 181 Jr. 
___ 24 Phillip Holloman 5194 dr 
P 12 John Deraney 6-4 224 Sr. 
PR 2 __ Darrell Blackman 5-10 209 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Syracuse 

Sept.9 @Duke 

Sept.16 at Connecticut 
Sept. 23 at Mississippi 
Sept. 30 Liberty 

Oct. 7 Clemson 
Oct.14 at N.C. State 
Oct. 28 .at North Carolina 
Nov.4 — Boston College 
Nov. 11 mlat Florida State 
Nov.18 Virginia Tech 
Nov. 25 at Maryland 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


DEMON 
DEACONS DATA 
Stadium: Groves (artificial, 
31,500) 

Site; Winston-Salem, N.C. 
Coach: Jim Grobe (26-32, 

5 years; 59-65-1 overall, 11 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Steed Lobotzke (4th year, 6th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Dean Hood (6th year) 

Offensive scheme: Pro-| 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1970 
Last bowl appearance: 2002 
2005 record: 4-7, 3-5/T4th 
Atlantic 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Micah Andrews 
(110 att., 621 yards, 1 TD) 
Passing: Benjamin Mauk 
(85-158-6, 845 yards, 1 TD) 
Receiving: Nate Morton 
(39 rec., 482 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Vanderbilt L, 24-20 
at Nebraska L, 31-3 
East Carolina W, 44-34 
Maryland L, 22-12 
Clemson W, 31-27 
at Florida State —_L, 41-24 
at Boston College L, 35-30 
N.C. State W, 27-19 
at Duke W, 44-6 
at Georgia Tech _—_L, 30-17 
Miami L, 47-17 


6. WAKE FOREST 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Wake Forest will stick with its 
“flexbone” misdirection package, a system that has made it 
one of the ACC's top rushing teams throughout coach Jim 
Grobe's tenure. The system, though, will be expanded to capi- 
talize more on quarterback Benjamin Mauk’s passing ability. 
The question is whether Wake can find a receiver or two to 
make big gains now that tailback Chris Barclay, the team's 
only breakaway threat last season, has departed. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Mauk began last season as the 
starter but was replaced after throwing six interceptions and 
only one touchdown. Grobe says Mauk has calmed down in the 
pocket and plays more like a veteran. He must protect the 
football because this methodical offense can't fall far behind. 
Micah Andrews and De'Angelo Bryant are punishing runners 
who can be productive, but they lack the speed to make big 
plays. Wide receiver is Grobe’s biggest concern. Nate Morton, 
Willie Idlette, Kenneth Moore and Kevin Marion all have had 
flashes of productivity but haven't sustained their success. 
The Deacons might use more two-tight end schemes to take 
advantage of the skills of John Tereshinski and Zac Selmon, 
among others. Grobe's strength is developing linemen, and he 
has two outstanding tackles in Steve Vallos and Arby Jones. 
Right guard Chris DeGeare is huge and talented. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Deacons will need to blitz to 
put pressure on the quarterback. After starting Grobe’s tenure 
in a 3-3-5 formation, they now are fully committed to a 4-3 
and mix zone and man-to-man coverages. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL With 10 returning starters, this is 
one of the ACC’s most experienced defenses, highlighted by 
middle linebacker Jon Abbate, a ferocious hitter. Ends Matt 
Robinson and Jeremy Thompson missed the spring with knee 
injuries but are decent when healthy. Nose guard Jamil Smith 
had an excellent spring. Aaron Curry and Pierre Easley are big 
for outside linebackers but pursue fairly well. Overall, though, 
no one stands out on the front seven other than Abbate. Free 
safety Josh Gattis, who intercepted five passes last season, is 
an NFL prospect, and strong safety Patrick Ghee is rock solid. 
Alphonso Smith had an outstanding freshman season at cor- 
nerback, and Riley Swanson is steady on the other side. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Sam Swank was 19-for-24 on field- 
goal attempts last season, and he has good range. Grobe 
hopes freshman Dan Caldwell will be ready to take over the 
punting from departed NFL draft pick Ryan Plackemeier so 
Swank won't have to do that, too. Returners Idlette on punts 
and Marion on kickoffs are decent but not flashy. 

COACHING STAFF This remains one of the nation’s most sta- 
ble staffs, with just two full-time assistants who haven't been 
at Wake Forest for all of Grobe's five years. Offensive coordina- 
tor Steed Lobotzke’s humor makes him popular with the play- 
ers, and new wide receivers coach Tim Billings is a former 
head coach at Southeast Missouri State. This staff gets as 
much out of its talent as any in the ACC. 

BOTTOM LINE If Mauk is significantly better and the 
receivers gain yards after the catch, Wake Forest has a chance 
to improve by two or three victories. If not, it will be difficult 
to defeat ACC opponents with 10- and 12-play drives in the 
absence of big gains. —Ken Tysiac 


Pos. No, Name _ = ARE AWC 
WR 82 Willie Idlette 5-10 175 Sr. 
‘4 Demir Boldin S220 So. 

UT 61 Arby Jones 6-2 285 Sr. 
76 Joe Birdsong 6-4 290 Fr. 

LG 79 MatthewBrim = 6-4 295 Jr. 
_ 65 GageCrews §§—§-—s- 6-4_— 310s. 
C 74 Steve Justice 6-4 280 Jr. 
67 TreyBailey 6-2 290 Fr. 

RG 70 Chris DeGeare 6-4 360 So. 
____ 60 _ Barrett McMillan SOs e Son i. 
RT 75 Steve Vallos 6-3 290 Sr. 
___ 64 Jeff Griffin 63 295 Fr 
TE 84 Zac Selmon 6-5 250 Jr. 
____ 89 _ John Tereshinski 63 240 Jr 
WR 83 Nate Morton 6-3 215 Sr. 
21 Kenneth Moore 6-0 195 Jr. 

0B 8 Benjamin Mauk 61 200 Jr. 
6 _BrettHodges 61180 Fr 
RB 3 Micah Andrews 510 215 Jr. 
____18 _De'Angelo Bryant 6-0 245 Jr. 
FB 49 Damon McWhite 61 255 Jr. 
35 Richard Belton _ 61 250 So. 

K 38 SamSwank — 6-2 206 So. 
KR 14 Kevin Marion 5-10 160 Jr. 
Pos, No. Name Hts. Ch 
£— 42 Matt Robinson 6-2 240 Jr. 
93 Anthony Davis 65 240 So. 

NT 90 Jamil Smith 62 294 Sr. 
96 Boo Robinson 62 325 Fr. 

T 95 Zach Stukes 62 260 Sr. 
55 _Jyles Tucker 6-3 268 Sr. 

E 98 Jeremy Thompson 6-5 250 Jr. 
48 BryanAndrews 65263 Sr. 

WLB 34 Pierre Easley 6-0 250 Sr. 
43 Stanley Arnoux 6-1 245 So. 

MLB 5 Jon Abbate 5-11 245 Jr. 
__4l_Eric Berry 6-1 260 So. 
SLB 59 Aaron Curry 6-3 240 So. 
____ 49 Michael Simmons _ 61 220 Jr. 
CB 7 Riley Swanson 5-11 188 Sr. 
____ 29 _ Kerry Major 511 175 So. 
SS 30 Patrick Ghee 612i Sr. 
___32_AaronMason 59200 re 
FS 22 Josh Gattis 6-1 212 Sr. 
ee 9 -ChipVaught _-_____——_6-2_—. 215 _» So. 
CB 2 Alphonso Smith 5-9 188 So. 
10 Kevin Patterson 5-10 182 So. 
P 38 Sam Swank 62 206 So. 
PR 82 Willie Idlette 5-10 175 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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ACC 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept. 4 Florida State* 
Sept.9 Florida A&M 
Sept. 16 A at Louisville 
Sept. 30 Houston 
Oct. 7 North Carolina 
Oct.14 Florida International 
Oct.21 at Duke 
Oct. 28 at Georgia Tech 
Nov.4  @ Virginia Tech 
Nov. 11 at Maryland 
Nov.18 — at Virginia 
Nov. 23 Boston College* 
*Monday “Thursday 

Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


HURRICANES 
DATA 


Stadium: Orange Bowl (grass, 
72,319) 

Site: Miami 

Coach: Larry Coker (53-9, 

5 years; 12th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Rich Olson (ist year, 4th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Randy Shannon (6th year, 13th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 2003 
(tie, Big East) 

Last year not in a bowl: 1997 
2005 record: 9-3, 6-2/2nd ACC 
Coastal 


2005 RESULTS 
at Florida State —_L, 10-7 

at Clemson W, 36-30 (30T) 
Colorado W, 23-3 
South Florida W, 27-7 
Duke W, 52-7 

at Temple W, 34-3 
North Carolina W, 34-16 

at VirginiaTech = W, 27-7 

at Wake Forest W, 47-17 
Georgia Tech L, 14-10 
Virginia W, 25-17 
LSU* L, 40-3 
*Peach Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: T Rashad Butler, 

RB Quadtrine Hill, G Tyler 
McMeans, WR Sinorice Moss, 

G Tony Tella, T Eric Winston 
Defense: E Thomas Carroll, T Orien 
Harris, CB Kelly Jennings, CB Marcus 
Maxey, LB Rocky Mcintosh 
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COASTAL DIVISION SCOUTING REPORTS BY MixE HuGUENIN, ORLANDO SENTINEL, AND KEN Tysiac, CHarLoTTe OpservER 


1. MIAMI 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coach Larry Coker hired Rich 
Olson, Miami's coordinator 
from 1992-94, to restore 
some of the unit's 
swagger. Under Coker, Miami 
always will prefer to run out 
of the |-formation, but he 
wants more of a downfield 
attack. The Hurricanes have 
lacked explosiveness the past 
two seasons. 

SKILL POSITIONS Kyle 
Wright was perhaps the 
nation’s best high school 
quarterback in 2002, and he 
should be one of the nation's 
top 10 or so best college 
quarterbacks this season, his 
second as the starter. He has 
great size, a strong arm and a 
good mental makeup. What 
he doesn't have is a strong 
receiving group. If there's a 
go-to guy, it’s tight end Greg 
Olsen, an All-American candi- 
date. As for the wide 
receivers, Ryan Moore has all 
the tools, but too often he 
disappears during games. 
Lance Leggett was solid as a 
freshman, mediocre as a 
sophomore. Darnell Jenkins 
is the other key guy, but he 
has just 49 career catches. 
And depth is embarrassingly 
bad for a program of Miami's 
stature, so much so that 
punter Brian Monroe might 
play some receiver this fall. 


= 

The running game is a con- e 
cern, too. Running back 5 
Tyrone Moss looked good qj 
until he tore an ACLinGame 2@& 
8 last season. He missed fs 
spring drills, and no other struggled last season, and there should be the other starting 
back stood out; Charlie Jones was will be four new starters. The guard, meaning the interior 
expected to make a move but only holdover is center Anthony should be OK. At tackle, Reggie 
didn't. The school signed three Wollschlager, who was over- Youngblood on the left side and 
running backs, and at least one— matched early, then gradually hit Tyrone Byrd on the right are the 
maybe Javarris James, the cousin his stride. Guard Derrick Morse, probable starters. Both are 
of former Miami star Edgerrin who was bothered by injuries last untested, as are their backups. 
James—will play. season, should contend for all- DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY It’s all 

OFFENSIVE LINE The line league honors. Andrew Bain about attacking for coordinator 


RETURNING LEADERS 


RUSHING 
Tyrone Moss 
Charlie Jones 
Derron Thomas 


PASSING Comp. 


Kyle Wright 180 
RECEIVING 

Ryan Moore 

Greg Olsen 

Darnell Jenkins 

KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Darnell Jenkins 

James Bryant 

KICKING 

Jon Peattie 

TACKLES Solo 
Brandon Meriweather 57 
Kenny Phillips 40 
Jon Beason 30 
Kareem Brown 23 
Sacks: Brown, Bryan Pata (3) 


Att. Yds. Avg. 
701 
507 4) 
150 3.2 
Att. Pct. Yds. TD 
307 «58.6 «62,403 «18 
Rec. Yds. Avg. . 
28 464 16.6 
31 451 145 
25 242 97 
No. Yds. Avg. 
16 239 149 
2 34 17.0 
XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 
34 39—Cts5 20 =«—«79 
Assists Total TFL/Yds. 
31 88 12.5/33 
27 67 3.0/8 
26 56 75/13 
16 39 11.0/33 


Interceptions: Meriweather, Lovon Ponder (3) 


Randy Shannon. Opponents 
occasionally may gash Miami 
for a big gain, but for the 
most part, the defense will 
make big plays. Miami has a 
ton of speed, and Shannon 
makes fine use of it. 

FRONT SEVEN This will be 
one of the best groups in the 
nation. End Baraka Atkins, 
who could move back to tack- 
le if the coaches deem it nec- 
essary, is the standout; he 
should be a strong all-league 
contender. The other end will 
be Bryan Pata, who should 
equal or surpass his career 
total of 10 sacks this season. 
Tackle Kareem Brown gets his 
first chance to start and fig- 
ures to be a run-stuffer 
deluxe. Squatty tackle Teraz 
McCray is prone to injury, but 
he's tough when healthy. 
Depth is excellent, especially 
at end. As good as the line 
should be, the linebackers 


should be even better. 
Weakside linebacker Jon 


Beason is fast and should be 


an All-American candidate. 
Tavares Gooden and Romeo 
Davis will battle on the 

strong side, and Glenn Cook 


and redshirt freshman Darryl 
Sharpton are vying to start in 
the middle. Winning a start- 
‘ing job might not be as easy 


as keeping that job. Miami 


has exceptional speed at line- 


backer, and the depth—as 


many as nine guys could play 


each game—is outstanding. 


SECONDARY This is anoth- 


er strong unit, especially at 
safety. The only teams with 
more talent are in the NFL. 
Free safety Brandon 
Meriweather emerged as a 


force last season, and Kenny 


Phillips lived up to his 


immense high school billing 


by starting at strong safety. 


Anthony Reddick, who broke 
his leg in the opener last sea- 
son, is the former starter at 
strong safety and will play a 
lot. Randy Phillips and oft- 
injured Glenn Sharpe are the 
likely starting cornerbacks, 
with Carlos Armour and Bruce 
Johnson also in the mix. All 
of these players can run. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Monroe and 
kicker Jon Peattie return, giv- 
ing the team seniors at impor- 
tant positions. Monroe is ade- 
quate; Peattie has a chance to 
contend for All-ACC if he can 
improve his accuracy from 40 
yards out. The loss of return 
man Devin Hester is going to 
hurt. Jenkins looks as if he'll 
be the returner this season. 

COACHING STAFF Coker 
overhauled his staff in the 
offseason, bringing in six new 
assistants, and is feeling the 
heat. It's true: A guy who is 
53-9 in five seasons is on the 
hot seat. Miami's fickle fan 
base expects 10- and 11-win 
seasons and BCS bowls, not 
consecutive Peach Bowl 
appearances. Olson is expect- 
ed to spruce up the offense, 
and the hope is Shannon, a 
head coach-in-waiting, con- 
tinues to keep the defense 
humming at a high level. 

BOTTOM LINE It’s up to the 
offense, which must show 
more verve in the passing 
game. The defense is going to 
be salty; if UM allows more 
than 14 or 15 points a game, 
it'll be a shock. Except for a 
game at Louisville, the non- 
conference schedule is a joke, 
and games against Florida 
State and Virginia Tech are in 
the Orange Bowl. Fewer than 
10 victories would be a huge 
disappointment. 

—Mike Huguenin 


An ACC coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART . 
Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 85 Ryan Moore 6-3 215 Sr. 
9 Lanceleggett | 64 184 Jr 
LT 77 Reggie Youngblood 6-5 280 So. 
76 Chris Rutledge 6-5 3 Fr. 
LG 72 AndrewBan = 63 317 Jr. 
70 AJ.Trump 63 297 Fr. 
C 78 Anthony Wollschlager 6-4 281 Sr 
63 AlexPou 6-4 280 Sr. 
RG 71 Derrick Morse 64 295 Jr. 
65 MattPipho 6-7 ~— 268 Fr 
RT 67 Tyrone Byrd 6-5 280 So. 
_ 73 CyrimWimbs 63 321 Jr 
TE 82 Greg Olsen 6-5 252 Jr. 
88 Chris Zeliner 62227 So. 
WR 8 — Darnell Jenkins 5-10 181 Sr. 
20 Terrell Walden 510 162 Jr. 
0B 3 Kyle Wright — 6-4 220 Jr 
7 Kirby Freeman 63 204 So. 
RB 30 Tyrone Moss 5-9 220 Sr. 
34 CharlieJones 5-10 203 Jr. 
FB 41 Jerrell Mabry 61 259 Fr. 
40 Mark Lisante O. 2er 5: 
K 13 JonPeattie § |§ 62 206 Sr. 
KR 8 Darnell Jenkins 5-10 181 Sr. 


Pos. No. Name, Ht Wt CL 

E 98 Baraka Atkins 6-4 264 Sr. 
94 EricMoncur 62 253 So, 

T 99 Kareem Brown 6-4 307 Sr. 
96 Antonio Dixon 63 338 So. 


T 54 Teraz McCray 61 278 Jr. 


___56 _Lugman Abdullah 63 309 Fr. 
— 95 Bryan Pata 6-4 272 Sr. 
__ 81 Calais Campbell 6-8 253 So. 
WLB 2 Jon Beason 6-0 225 Jr. 

17 Willie Williams 63 ede 50, 
MLB 55 Glenn Cook 60 212 Jr. 
___50__ Darryl Sharpton 51 218 Fr. 
SLB 52 Tavares Gooden 62 220 Jr. 
51 RomeoDavis 6-3. 221 Jr. 
LCB 4 ~~ Glenn Sharpe 6-0 187 Jr. 

29 Bruce Johnson ~ = S-Il_ ‘168 So. 
SS 1. Kenny Phillips 6-2 200 So. 
28 Willie Cooper 61 200 Jr. 
FS 19 Brandon Meriweather 6-0 188 Sr. 

35 _Lovon Ponder 6-0 204 So, 


RCB 6 Randy Phillips 6-0 185 So. 


27 Carlos Armour _ 63 194 So. 
P 15 Brian Monroe 6-2 208 Sr. 
PR 8 Darnell Jenkins 5-10 181 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


ACC 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Northeastern 
Sept.9 at North Carolina 
Sept.16 Duke 

Sept. 23 Cincinnati 

Sept. 30 Georgia Tech 
Oct.12 at Boston College* 
Oct.21 Southern Miss 
Oct.26 Clemson* 

Nov.4 = mat Miami 

Nov. 11 — Kent State 
Nov.18 at Wake Forest 
Nov. 25  @ Virginia 
*Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


HOKIES DATA 
Stadium: Lane (grass, 66,233) 
Site: Blacksburg, Va. 

Coach: Frank Beamer (146-79-2, 
19 years; 188-102-4 overall, 25 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Bryan Stinespring (5th year, 


17th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: Bud 
Foster (12th year, 20th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 
Last year not in a bowl: 1992 
2005 record: 11-2, 7-1/Ist ACC 
Coastal 


2005 RESULTS 
at N.C. State W, 20-16 
at Duke W, 45-0 
Ohio W, 45-0 
Georgia Tech W, 51-7 
at West Virginia W, 34-17 
Marshall W, 41-14 
at Maryland W, 28-9 
Boston College —*W, 30-10 
Miami L, 27-7 
at Virginia W, 52-14 
North Carolina W, 30-3 
Florida State* L, 27-22 
Louisville* W, 35-24 
*ACC Championship “Gator Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: RB Cedric Humes, TE Jeff 
King, T Jimmy Martin, G Will 
Montgomery, G Jason Murphy, 

QB Marcus Vick 

Defense: LB James Anderson, 

S Justin Hamilton, T Jonathan 
Lewis, T Tim Sandidge, E Darryl 
Tapp, CB Jimmy Williams 
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OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
Hokies will remain a run-first 
team, but their depth at wide 
receiver might allow them to 
explore more options in the pass- 
ing game than they have in recent 
years. Tech will continue with its 
physical, hard-nosed approach 
under coordinator Bryan 
Stinespring. His shift from coach- 
ing the line to the tight ends will 
allow him more time to oversee 
the offense as a whole. 

SKILL POSITIONS The contro- 
versy surrounding the quarterback 
position hasn't disappeared with 
the departure of Marcus Vick. 
Redshirt freshman Ike Whitaker 
pleaded no Contest to public 
intoxication, underage possession 
of alcohol and destruction of prop- 
erty in March. He is in a three- 
man race with Cory Holt and Sean 
Glennon that will continue in the 
fall. Glennon, who exited spring 
practice at No. 1 on the depth 
chart, is a pocket passer. Whitaker 
and Holt are dangerous as run- 
ners. George Bell and Branden Ore 
are promising tailbacks, but Bell 
hasn't played much and Ore had 
offseason shoulder surgery. The 
Hokies might miss Cedric Humes 
and Mike Imoh more than initially 
expected. Whoever carries the ball 
will get lead-blocking help from 
Jesse Allen and the much- 
improved Carlton Weatherford at 
fullback. Tech has the deepest 
group of wide receivers in the ACC. 
Eddie Royal and David Clowney are 
the speedy deep threats at flanker. 
Josh Morgan, Josh Hyman and 
Justin Harper are known more for 
their strength and size at split 
end. Sam Wheeler and Ed Wang 
are unproven tight ends, so the 
Hokies might use more sets with 
three wideouts to get the best 
players on the field. 

OFFENSIVE LINE This is an 
inexperienced group that will need 
to learn to pass block better to 
free up the talented receivers. 
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Virginia Tech's best player on the 
line is Duane Brown, an athletic 
blocker who can move the pile. 
Center Danny McGrath started 
seven games last year but missed 


spring practice after having shoul- 


der surgery. He likely will be back 
for fall workouts. Ryan Shuman 
will play right guard, and the 
coaches are high on freshman 
guard Sergio Render. 


. VIRGINIA TECH 


DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Virginia Tech will continue to play 
a lot of man coverage and do a lot 
of blitzing. That's a combination 
that has worked in the past. The 
pass rush generated by speedy 
ends Chris Ellis and Noland 
Burchette will be key. 

FRONT SEVEN There isn't a bet- 
ter linebacker duo in the ACC than 
Vince Hall and Xavier Adibi. Hall 


RUSHING 
Branden Ore 
George Bell 
Eddie Royal 
PASSING 


Cory Holt 4 
RECEIVING 

David Clowney 

Josh Morgan 

Eddie Royal 


KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Eddie Royal 

Josh Morgan 

KICKING 

Brandon Pace 51 
TACKLES Solo 
Vince Hall 

Aaron Rouse 

Xavier Adibi 

Chris Ellis 

Sacks: Ellis (6) 
Interceptions: Rouse (4) 


has good vision and doesn't 
shy from contact. Adibi has 
excellent speed, though he 
still must develop in pass 
coverage. Brenden Hill will 
have to hold off Corey Gordon 
to keep the starting job at 
the other linebacker spot. 
Ellis, who had six sacks last 
season, is ready to replace 
Darryl Tapp and become the 
next outstanding Virginia 
Tech defensive end. He has a 
nice complement in 
Burchette on the other side. 
The tackle positions could be 
a problem, though Carlton 
Powell had a decent sopho- 
more season after he recov- 
ered from an ankle injury. 
Virginia Tech needs some- 
body to replace the disruptive 
Jonathan Lewis. Kory 
Robertson (3 fiuge (99? 
pounds) and has the ability 
to plug holes and create 


XPM XPA FGM 


Assists 


Att. Yds. Avg. 
59. 
4.6 


Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD 


233.5 80 1 
Rec. ' Yds. Avg. 
34 18.2 
28 16.8 
27 W7 

No, Avg. 

46 121 

13 72 13.2 
FGA Pts. 
Lrg) ie) 22 =—«108 

Total TFL/Yds. 
69 . 8.5/25 
42 4.5/7 
4) 10/17 
26 10.5/41 


havoc. Robertson, however, 
has had a tendency to take 
off some plays. Barry Booker 
is more consistent but not as 
talented at Robertson. 
SECONDARY The defensive 
backfield should be fine 
despite losing All-America 
cornerback Jimmy Williams 
to the NFL. Safety Aaron 
Rouse is one of the most 
underrated defensive backs in 
the ACC. He is a ballhawk and 
has good closing speed. 
Cornerback Roland Minor 
started 12 games last season 
but is being pushed by Victor 
Harris, a gifted athlete. 
Brandon Flowers is a promis- 
ing player who isn't afraid of 
contact. He likely will replace 
Williams. D.J. Parker is be 
ready to become a full-time 
starter at free safety. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Coach 
Frank Beamer is the nation’s 


foremost guru when it comes 
to coaching the kicking game. 
Brandon Pace is as reliable a 
kicker as there is in the ACC; 
he made 19 of his 22 field- 
goal attempts last season. Nic 
Schmitt averaged 43.2 yards 
per punt in 2005; second-best 
in school history. Royal and 
Morgan are experienced return 
men. Beamer is emphasizing 
blocking kicks—a Tech trade- 
mark—after the Hokies got to 
only three in 2005. 

COACHING STAFF It was an 
unusually tumultuous offsea- 
son for Beamer’s staff. Four 
assistants departed, including 
two for the NFL. But Beamer 
made good hires, particularly 
by adding former N.C. State 
head coach Mike O'Cain to 
direct the quarterbacks. 
O'Cain has coached the likes 
of Jamie Barnette at 
N.C. State and Woodrow 
Dantzler and Charlie 
Whitehurst as an assistant at 
Clemson. O'Cain has experi- 
ence coaching mobile quar- 
terbacks, which is an asset for 
the Hokies. 

BOTTOM LINE Virginia Tech 
lost a lot of the marquee 
players (Vick, Williams and 
Tapp) who made it a top 10 
team for most of last season. 
But Beamer has this program 
on solid enough footing that 
it has become a staple in the 
Top 25 and will be a con- 
tender for the ACC Coastal 
Division title for the foresee- 
able future. The development 
of the quarterback, whoever 
it ends up being, will deter- 
mine whether this team gets 
double-digit victories. It 
might take a year to groom a 
quarterback capable of lead- 
ing the Hokies to that kind of 

success. —Ken Tysiac 


An ACC coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos, No. Name Ht. Wt Cl. 
WR 2 Josh Morgan 64 215 Jr. 
___19 _ Josh Hyman 5-1 189 Jr. 
LT 74 Brandon Frye 6-4 302 Sr. 
___ 68 Mason Baggett 61 272 Sr. 
iG 67 NickMarshmann © 6:5 346 So. 
_51_MattWelsh 64 290 So. 
C 69 Danny McGrath 6-2 287 Sr. 
58 Ryan Shuman 63 301 So, 
RG 58 Ryan Shuman 63 301 So. 
60 __ Sergio Render* 6-3 313 Fr. 
RT 76 Duane Brown 6-5 278 Jr. 
77 BrandonGore  =—=—s—§- «5359S 
TE 83 Sam Wheeler* 6-3 240 Fr. 
85 _ Ed Wang 65 262 Fr. 
WR 4  EddieRoyal . 5-10 171 Jr. 
___87 _David Clowney 6-1 175 Sr. 
QB 7 SeanGlennon § 6-4 215 So, 
___12_Cory Holt 64 222 So. 
RB 28 Branden Ore 5-1l 204 So. 
34 George Bell _ 510 220 So. 
FB 37 Jesse Allen 6-0 243 Sr. 
____ 39 Carlton Weatherford 5-9 220. Jr. 
K 46 BrandonPace = 5-10 196 Sr. 
KR 4 — Eddie Royal 5-10 171 Jr 
Pos, No, Name __ = Ht Wt. Ch 
£— 49 Chris Ellis 6-5 250 Jr. 
___90 Orion Martin 6-4 220 So. 
T 99 Carlton Powell 6-2 292 Jr. 
15 _Kory Robertson 62331 dt. 
T 59 Barry Booker 6-4 279 Jr. 
75 _KoryRobertson 6-2 331_Jr. 
E 96 Noland Burchette 62 260 Sr. 
____ 40__William Walt 64 253 Fr. 
OLB 31 Brenden Hill 62 197 Sr. 
___ 13 Corey Gordon 6-2 228 Jr. 
LB. 9 ~~ Vince Hall 6-0 236 Jr. 
33 _ Brett Warren 6-0 229 Jr 
LB fl Xavier Adibi 6-3 224 Jr 
_ 45 Purnell Sturdivant _ 5-9 214 So. 
CB 18 Brandon Flowers 5-10 187 So. 
27 Jahre Cheesman 5-9. 184. 
FS 25. DaJ. Parker 5-1 184 Jr. 
41 Cam Martin 6-0 192 Fr. 
ROV 36 Aaron Rouse 6-4 221 Sr. 
30 CaryWade __ 5:10 178 Sr. 
CB 1 Victor Harris 6-0 186 So. 
“15 __ Roland Minor 6-0 205 _ Jr. 
P 23. Nic Schmitt 62 273 Sr. 
PR 4 — Eddie Royal 510 M7 J 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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ACC 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 mNotre Dame 
Sept.9 Samford 

Sept. 16 Troy 

Sept. 21 Virginia* 

Sept. 30 at Virginia Tech 
Oct. 7 @ Maryland 

Oct. 21 at Clemson 
Oct.28 4 Miami 

Nov.4 at N.C. State 
Nov. 11 at North Carolina 
Nov.18 Duke 

Nov. 25 at Georgia 
"Thursday 

BW Toughest game @ Must win 
& Best chance to pull an upset 


JACKETS DATA 
Stadium: Bobby Dodd (grass, 
55,000) 

Site: Atlanta 

Coach: Chan Gailey (28-22, 5th 
year; 52-33 overall, 8th year) 


Offensive coordinator: Patrick 
Nix (3rd year, 5th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jon Tenuta (5th year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1998 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 1996 
2005 record: 7-5, 5-3/3rd ACC 
Coastal 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Tashard Choice 

(I17 att., 513 yards, 6 TDs) 
Passing: Reggie Ball 
(182-379-12, 2,165 yards, 11 TDs) 


Receiving: Calvin Johnson 
(54 rec., 888 yards, 6 TDs) 


. 2005 RESULTS 
at Auburn W, 32-14 
North Carolina W, 27-21 
Connecticut W, 28-13 
at Virginia Tech —L, 51-7 
N.C. State L, 17-14 
at Duke W, 35-10 
Clemson W, 10-9 
Wake Forest W, 30-17 
at Virginia L, 27-17 
at Miami W, 14-10 
Georgia L, 14-7 
Utah* L, 38-10 
*Emerald Bowl 


3. GEORGIA TECH 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Chan Gailey has 16 seasons 
of NFL experience and has been criticized for playing not to lose 
rather than playing to win. Gailey admits the offense needs new 
ideas and has turned over play-calling duties to coordinator 
Patrick Nix. Look for Nix to loosen up the offense to take advan- 
tage of quarterback Reggie Ball's running ability. Tech also must 
find ways to get the ball to wideout Calvin Johnson. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Tech looks good in the line, at wide 
receiver and at tailback. That leaves quarterback. Ahem. 
Though Ball is going into his fourth season as the starter, the 
only thing he has done consistently is be inconsistent. In his 
career, he has 37 touchdowns and 41 interceptions and has 
completed just 49.8 percent of his passes. He has some tools, 
and you have to wonder why he hasn't been able to put it 
together. His best buddy this season should be Johnson, who 
arguably is the nation's most talented wide receiver. Tech 
needs a No. 2 receiver to emerge. A line returning four 
starters is headed by tackle Andrew Gardner, who has all- 
league potential. Tailback is a deep position even with the 
graduation of star P.J. Daniels. Tashard Choice, Rashaun Grant 
and true freshman Jamaal Evans all likely will contribute. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Jon Tenuta is one of 
the best in the nation. He's aggressive but doesn't take 
foolish chances. He likes to blitz from all over and with a 
variety of personnel. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The line should be one of the best in 
the league, as long as tackle Darryl Richard—who missed last 
season with a knee injury—reaches his potential. KaMichael 
Hall leads a solid linebackers unit. The concern is the second- 
ary, where just one starter—stud cornerback Kenny Scott— 
returns. Strong safety was the biggest question even before 
projected starter Joe Gaston was lost for the season in the 
spring. Tech had 21 interceptions last season; expect that 
number to fall by at least a third this season. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Travis Bell was good in 2004, then 
shaky last season. A return to form is needed. Durant Brooks, 
who sat out last season after transferring, is expected to 
handle the punting duties; he has a big leg but struggled with 
consistency in the spring. The return jobs will be decided dur- 

ing fall practice. There's enough skill-position talent on hand 
to expect return averages in the upper half of the league. 

COACHING STAFF Gailey, who signed a new five-year deal 
in March, is a solid coach. And he has a solid staff, especially 
Tenuta. But this is not a dynamic group, and Tech has been 
hammered of late on the recruiting trail, especially in-state. 
A revamped, explosive offense might be just what the 
program needs. Tech is one of just six schools in the nation 
to play in a bowl in each of the past nine seasons. 

BOTTOM LINE As usual, the defense is going to be solid, 
even if the secondary is iffy. The onus on Ball is finally to pro- 
duce. It would be a shame if Johnson's talents again go under- 
utilized. If Ball catches fire, the Jackets can contend for the 
league title. If it's the same old Ball, seven or eight wins will 
result. A fast start is possible, with the first four games at 
home, although the opener is against Notre Dame, which.will 
have a decided advantage at quarterback. —Mike Huguenin 


___ 88 Chris Dunlap 5-11 200 Sr. 
lt 64 Andrew Gardner 6-6 290 So. 

53 AJ. Smith 67 280 So. 
1G 61 MattRhodes — 63 285 Jr 
78 LeShawn Newberry 6-0. 320 Jr. 
C 60 Kevin Tuminello 6-4 285 Jr. 
74 TreyDunmon  =——s 4285 Fr. 
RG 73 Nate McManus 6-3 295 Jr. 
62 JacobLonowski  =—-s- 6-5_—- 290 So. 
RT 68 Mansfield Wrotto 63 310 Sr 
____66_ Will Miller 6-5 290 Fr. 
TE 80 George Cooper 6-5 260 Sr. 
48 Michael Matthews _ 6-4 270 Sr. 
WR 21 Calvin Johnson 6-4 235 Jr. 

81 Xavier McGuire 64 25 Sr. 
0B 1 Reggie Ball 5-11 195. Sr. 
____13 _ Taylor Bennett 63 215 So 
RB 22 Tashard Choice ‘61 205 dr. 
__3___ Rashaun Grant 5-10 200 Jr. 
FB 40 Mike Cox 6-1 245 Jr. 

43 Justin Guadagni 61 232 So. 
K 87 Travis Bell 6-0 210 Jr. 
KR 3 Rashaun Grant 510 200 Jr. 


Pos. No. Name THE We sC). 
E 90 Darrell Robertson 65 240 Jr. 
93 Michael Johnson = 6-7 245 So. 
T 95 Darryl Richard 6-4 285 So. 

94 Elris Anyaibe 63 265 So, 
T 96 Joe Anoai 6-3 280 Sr, 
_99 Vance Walker 62 260 So. 
E 42 Adamm Oliver 6-4 265 Jr. 
___91__ Brad Sellers 6-2 265 Fr. 
LB 35 KaMichael Hall 6-0 225 Sr. 
__1 Matt Braman 63 232 So 
LB 41 Phillip Wheeler 6-2 225 So, 
____ 52_ Travis Chambers 5 220 dr. 
1B 58 Gary Guyton 62 230 ut 
___44  Tealib Tucker — 61 233 So, 
CB 34 Avery Roberson oz 190 uf 
6  PatClark — St) 185 Jr. 
S 4 — Jamal Lewis 6-0 190 Jr 
29 Sam Williams S195 Sp. 
S$ 23  Djay Jones 61 200 Jn 
_41_Jake Blackwood G17. 
CB 2 Kenny Scott 62 185 Sr. 
_32_ Jahi Word-Daniels 6-0. 190 ce. 
P 39 Durant Brooks 61 198 Jr. 


PR 6 Pat Clark 


5-1 185 Jr, 


Returning starters in bold “True freshman 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Rutgers 

Sept.9 A Virginia Tech 
Sept. 16 Furman 

Sept. 23 at Clemson 
Oct.7 —_ at Miami 

Oct.14 South Florida 
Oct.19 at Virginia* 
Oct.28 Wake Forest 
Nov.4 mat Notre Dame 
Nov. 11 Georgia Tech 
Nov.18 N.C. State 

Nov. 25 @at Duke 
"Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


TAR HEELS 
DATA 

Stadium: Kenan (grass, 60,000) 
Site: Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Coach: John Bunting (24-36, 

5 years; 62-50-2 overall, 

10 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Frank Cignetti (ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Marvin Sanders (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1980 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 5-6, 4-4/4th ACC 
Coastal 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Ronnie McGill 
(130 att., 530 yards, 5 TDs) 
Passing: Joey Bozich 
(3-9-1, 12 yards, 0 TDs) 
Receiving: Jesse Holley 
(47 rec., 670 yards, 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Georgia Tech —L, 27-21 
Wisconsin L, 14-5 

at N.C. State W, 31-24 
Utah W, 31-17 

at Louisville L, 69-14 
Virginia W, 7-5 

at Miami L, 34-16 
Boston College _—W, 16-14 
Maryland L, 33-30 (07) 
Duke W, 24-21 

at Virginia Tech —L, 30-3 


4. NORTH CAROLINA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY New coordinator Frank Cignetti 
comes from Fresno State determined to sustain the develop- 
ment of a power running game between the tackles. He 
places great emphasis on teaching fundamentals and wants 
his quarterbacks to excel at reading defenses and being lead- 
ers, That's good because Joe Dailey and Cam Sexton have a 
lot to learn. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Bruising Ronnie McGill can be the 
perfect feature back for this offense—if he finally can stay 
healthy. If not, Barrington Edwards should be a tougher run- 
ner after putting on 15 pounds. The problem is the quarter- 
backs. Dailey runs well but threw 19 interceptions as a sopho- 
more at Nebraska. He doesn't deliver the ball with authority. 
Still, his experience gives him an advantage over Sexton, who 
throws a tighter ball and is more comfortable in the pocket. 
Jesse Holley is a big receiver who can break tackles but needs 
help from Brooks Foster and Brandon Tate to spread defenses. 
The left side of the line is strong with Charlston Gray at guard 
and Brian Chacos at tackle. There, are question marks at the 
other three spots. Tight end Jon Hamlett has good hands and 
blocking ability. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The switch last season to a more 
aggressive, blitzing scheme paid dividends. North Carolina 
had its best defense since Julius Peppers and friends left 
Chapel Hill. Look for the Tar Heels to continue to blitz a lot 
because they aren't deep up front. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Tackles Kyndraus Guy and Shelton 
Bynum and ends Brian Rackley and Kentwan Balmer form a 
solid front four, but coach John Bunting expects to count on 
freshmen for depth. Strongside linebacker Larry Edwards is a 
superb run stopper on the edge, but Durell Mapp and Victor 
Worsley, the other starters at linebacker, don't strike fear into 
opposing running backs. The secondary should be solid. Free 
safety Kareen Taylor covers a lot of ground and is an excellent 
blitzer. Strong safety Trimane Goddard is one of the team’s 
best athletes, and cornerbacks Quinton Person and Jacoby 
Watkins are capable if unspectacular. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Connor Barth had a fantastic fresh- 
man season, then inexplicably missed 10 of his 21 field-goal 
attempts as a sophomore. David Wooldridge and his big leg 
return at punter. Tate is one of the most dangerous kickoff 
and punt returners in the ACC. 

COACHING STAFF Bunting made an impressive hire in 
Cignetti, who helped direct Fresno State to top 10 rankings in 
scoring the past two years. Offensive line coach Mark Weber 
came with Cignetti from Fresno. North Carolina also added 
Danny Pearman from Virginia Tech as defensive ends coach 
and promoted wide receivers coach Dave Brock to assistant 
head coach/recruiting coordinator. Bunting says the infusion 
of younger coaches has created a more upbeat, intense atmos- 
phere that will show up on game days. 

BOTTOM LINE One of the quarterbacks will have to improve 
markedly over the summer for the Tar Heels to compete for a 
bow! bid. The nonconference schedule includes fast-improving 
Rutgers, South Florida and a trip to Notre Dame, and the Tar 
Heels’ defense isn't strong enough for this team to win a lot of 
10-7 games. —Ken Tysiac 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 9 Jesse Holley 6-3 208 Sr. 

_87__ Brandon Tate _ 61 193 So, 
UT 65 Brian Chacos 6-4 301 Sr. 
—__T_ Kendall High 6-4 290 Sr. 
LG 77 Charlston Gray 6-3 301 Jr 

61 Aaron Stahl_ 6-3 300 Fr. 
C 63 BenLemming 6-5 301 So 

64 Scott Lenahan — 6-1 285 Jr. 

72 Kyle Jolly 6-6 300 Fr. 

63 BenLemming 65 301 So, 
RT 73 Garrett Reynolds 67 300 So. 
___ 67 __Andre Barbour 6-6 290 So. 
TE 86 Jon Hamlett 6-4 260 Sr. 

81 Rock Wells _ - 6-4 250 Jr 
WR 88 Brooks Foster 6-3 200 So, 

82 _ Dirk Engram 5-10 170 Fr. 
QB 12 Joe Dailey 61 205 Jr. 
____l1__ Cam Sexton 6-1 180_ Fr. 
RB 25 Ronnie McGill 5-11 220 Sr. 

32__ Barrington Edwards 6-0 230 Jr. 
FB 43 Nick Starcevic 6-2 235 So, 
~ 18 Joey Bozich 6-2 228 So. 
K 10 Connor Barth 61 192 Jr. 
KR 87 Brandon Tate 6-1 193 So, 
US Sr 
Pos. No, Name Ht, Wt. Cl 
— 42. Brian Rackley 6-5 263 Sr. 

33__hilee Taylor 63230 Jr 
T 74 Kyndraus Guy 62 282 Jr. 
—_ 93 Cam Thomas _ 6-4 330 Fr. 
T 75 Shelton Bynum 6-5 295 Sr. 
___94__Khalif Mitchell _ 66 315 Jr. 
E— 58 Melik Brown 6-2 260 Sr. 
90 Kentwan Balmer 65285 Jr 
WLB 48 Durell Mapp 6-2 220 Jr. 
____ 44 Chase Rice 63 220 So. 
MLB 54 Victor Worsley 61 235 Sr. 

41 Mark Paschal 6-0 228 So, 
SLB 32 Larry Edwards 6-3 230 Sr. 
56 Garrett White 62235 So, 
CB 16 Jacoby Watkins 6-0 190 Sr. 

35 BryanBethea 510 185 Jr. 
SS 31 Trimane Goddard 5-11 185 So. 

28 _OD.J. Walker ~~ 6-0 185 Sr 
FS 27 Kareen Taylor 6-0 200 Sr. 

- 20 CooterArnoid | _—‘5-10_ 190 So, 
CB 3 Quinton Person 5 185 Jr. 
____38__ Jermaine Strong 5-10_'185_—Fr. 
P 45 David Wooldridge 6-2 200 Sr. 
PR 87 Brandon Tate 6-1 193 So. 
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ACC 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Sept.2 at Pitt 

Sept.9 Wyoming 

Sept. 16 Western Michigan 

Sept. 21 at Georgia Tech* 

Sept. 30 at Duke 

Oct.7 — at East Carolina 

Oct.14 Maryland 

Oct.19  @ North Carolina* 

Oct. 28 N.C. State 

Nov.4 mat Florida State 
‘Nov. 11) Miami 

Nov.18 4 at Virginia Tech 

“Thursday 

I Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


CAVALIERS 
DATA 

Stadium: Scott (artificial, 61,500) 
Site: Charlottesville, Va. 

Coach: Al Groh (37-26, 5 years; 


9th at school; 63-66 overall, 
Il years) 


Offensive coordinator: Mike 
Groh (ist year, 6th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Mike 
London (Ist year, 5th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: 1995 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 2001 
2005 record: 7-5, 3-5/5Sth ACC 
Coastal 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Jason Snelling 
(58 att., 325 yards, 2 TDs) 
Passing: Christian Olsen 
(7-11-1, 71 yards, 0 TDs) 
Receiving: Deyon Williams 
(58 rec., 767 yards, 7 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Western Michigan W, 31-19 
at Syracuse W, 27-24 
Duke W, 38-7 
at Maryland L, 45-33 
at Boston College L, 28-17 
Florida State W, 26-21 
at North Carolina L, 7-5 
Temple W, 51-3 
Georgia Tech W, 27-17 
Virginia Tech L, 52-14 
at Miami L, 25-17 
Minnesota* W, 34-31 
*Music City Bowl 
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9. VIRGINIA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Al Groh got away from his 
pro-style offense the past two seasons because quarterback 
Marques Hagans was a run-pass threat. With pocket passer 
Christian Olsen taking over under new coordinator Mike Groh, 
the Cavaliers will go back to the power running game and get 
the tight ends more involved as receivers. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Olsen, a transfer from Notre Dame, 
understands how to manage a game. He should be fine mak- 
ing checks and hot reads, and can make all of the throws. But 
he will be doubted until he proves his toughness and leader- 
ship ability in a game setting. Oft-injured running back 
Michael Johnson has great speed and could be a consistent 
playmaker. Hard-nosed Cedric Peerman and Jason Snelling, 
who also plays fullback, can grind out yards, Virginia is in 
good shape at receiver. The speedy Deyon Williams has all- 
ACC potential, and the big, physical Fontel Mines is a nice 
possession receiver. Tight ends Tom Santi and Jonathan 
Stupar will shine in an offense designed to use them. Let's 
just say there aren't any D'Brickashaw Ferguson's on the line. 
Left guard Branden Albert is a promising talent, and right 
guard Marshal Ausberry is a returning starter. Beyond that, 
there isn't much experience or talent. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Al Groh plays a soft 3-4 designed 
to prevent big gains and force opponents to work slowly down 
the field under the assumption they'll screw up eventually. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The losses from last season are 
devastating. Linebacker Ahmad Brooks, safety Tony Franklin 
and end Vince Redd were dismissed from the team. 
Linebacker Kai Parham, who led the team with 8'/2 sacks, 
turned pro after his junior season. In a scheme that depends 
heavily on linebackers, the Cavaliers have only one, Clint 
Sintim, who seems certain to be a steady performer. Jermaine 
Dias is a returning starter, but he missed four games in 2005 
with a foot injury. Marcus Hamilton is a premier cornerback 
who has 10 interceptions the past two seasons, and Chris 
Gorham is steady on the other side, though he'll be pushed by 
Vic Hall, an athletic former quarterback. Jamaal Jackson is a 
quality safety, but the Cavaliers need Nate Lyles to return 
from a serious neck injury to give them another. End Chris 
Long is the lone returning starter on a line that doesn't 
appear to have enough top-end talent. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Groh might turn to punter Chris Gould to 
replace standout kicker Connor Hughes. If that move works, 
Ryan Weigand will take over the punting duties. Peerman and 
Johnson are excellent kick returners, but that might be the 
only area of the special teams that Groh is comfortable with. 

COACHING STAFF Groh had to replace much of his staff, as 
Ron Prince (Kansas State), Al Golden (Temple) and Danny 
Rocco (Liberty) left to become head coaches, and Mark 
D'Onofrio went with Golden. The big question is whether Mike 
Groh can succeed as offensive coordinator. Father-son coach- 
ing situations can be prickly, as Bobby and Jeff Bowden and 
Lou and Skip Holtz can attest. 

BOTTOM LINE Except for Duke and perhaps Wake Forest, 
this is the worst team in the ACC. Groh acknowledges this is a 
rebuilding project, and fans aren't likely to be patient with 
that because he is in his sixth season. —Ken Tysiac 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 84 Fontel Mines 6-4 217 Sr. 

19 Emmanuel Byers 5-9 186 Jr. 
UT 75 Eugene Moore 6-6 318 So. 

76 Zak Stair 6-6 294 So 
LG 71 Branden Albert 6-7 306 So 

79 Gordie Sammis_ 6-4 290 Sr. 
C 77 \an-Yates Cunningham 63 29 Jr. 

63 Jordy Lipsey 63 268 Jr 
RG 78 Marshal Ausberry 6-5 309 Jr 

74 Patrick Slebonick _ 65 277 Fr. 
RT 72 Eddie Pinigis 67 292 Jr. 
—__61_ Will Barker - 67 265 Fr 
TE 86 Tom Santi 65 238 Jr. 
88 Jonathan Stupar ~ 163 245 Ur, 
WR 81  Deyon Williams 6-3 185 Sr. 

20 Kevin Ogletree 62 184 So. 
OB 11 Christian Olsen 63 216 Sr. 
13 KevinMcCabe ss - 63219 
RB 38 Jason Snelling 5-11 233 Sr. 
__2__ Michael Johnson __ 5-9 199 Sr. 
FB 43 Josh Zidenberg 6-0 212 Jr. 

40 Kevin Bradley 61 230 sr 
K 9 ChrisGould — 61 216 Jr. 
KR 37 Cedric Peerman 5-10 198 So. 
Pos, No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
E 91 Chris Long 6-4 278 Jr. 

50 Jasonfuller 65230 Fr 
T 94 Allen Billyk 6-4 278 Jr. 

92 KeenanCarter 62-307 Jr 
E 93 Alex Field 67 261 So. 
__95._Jeffrey Fitzgerald 6-3 261_Fr. 
OLB 57 Jermaine Dias 6-1 235 Jr. 

41 __ Aaron Clark 65 234 So 
ILB 54 Jon Copper 6-0 226 So, 
20 Bernie McKeever 63 219 So 
ILB 58 Antonio Appleby 6-4 244 So 
___ 49 _ Darren Childs 61 229 Fr. 
OLB 51 Clint Sintim 6-3 242 So. 
____ 52__ Marvin Richardson 63 236 Jr 
CB 3 Marcus Hamilton 5-11 187 Sr. 
28 MikeBrown 5-973. So. 
$ 27 Jamaal Jackson 63 214 Jr. 
1 Brandon Woods 62201‘ 
S$ 22 Byron Glaspy 5-11 195 So. 
____ 36 __ Ryan Best S208 Jr. 
CB 39 Chris Gorham 6-0 188 Jr. 

20 NoahGreenbaum _ ‘510 184 Sr. 
P 16 Ryan Weigand 62 Ws Jr. 
PR 2 Michael Johnson Sots. Ste 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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Date Opponent 


6. DUKE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Duke has a philosophy. Really. It’s 
just difficult to discern because the line has been too inept to 
execute it. Coordinator Bill O'Brien considers Maryland coach 
Ralph Friedgen a mentor and, like his former boss, prefers to 


Sept.2 — Richmond use the run to set up play-action passes. O'Brien also gives his 
Sept. 9 at Wake Forest quarterbacks a lot of decision-making responsibility. 
Sept. 16 mat Virginia Tech OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Zack Asack and Marcus Jones give 
me 30 % pe ea Duke different dimensions at quarterback. Asack is more com- 
Me, 14 Sata fortable in the pocket and on controlled rollouts. Jones, a 
Oct. 21 Miami converted receiver, can make game-breaking plays with his 
Oct. 28 Vanderbilt feet. Asack is the likely starter, but expect Jones to be used as 
Nov. 4 Navy a change of pace. Justin Boyle, Ronnie Drummer and Re‘quan 
Nov. 11 at Boston College Boyette help form an unusually deep backfield, but the line 
Nov. 18 at Georgia Tech won't open many holes for them. Center Matt Rumsey is the 86 Raphael Chesnut 62 190 So 
Nov. 25 @ North Carolina lone returning starter. Left tackle Cameron Goldberg, with one iT 74 Cameron Goldberg TEA ec 
1 Toughest game @ Must win start, is the only other lineman who has started a game. Right 78 BenLoebner — 6-9 305 Fr. 
A Best chance to pull an upset tackle Fred Roland played in every game as a reserve last sea- LG 76 Zach Maurides 6-6 290 Jr. 
son. Guards Zach Maurides and Rob Schirmann are unproven. __71__Danny Bowling 67 255 _ So. 
a DEVILS Eron Riley could develop into one of the conference's best C pais naw e o a i 
‘ wide receivers. As a freshman last season, he demonstrated tose ay Ss 
Stadium: Wallace Wade (grass, DB SCHITmAM 0» 
33,941 that he could catch deep balls on fade routes. Deon Adams 73 Joe Suder 6-6 340 Fr. 
Site: ae TO has been bothered by nagging injuries throughout his career, 70 fFredRoland 68 310 So, 
Se ee Ted Ro of (5-22 Nieveee but he hopes to provide leadership at wideout. Nick Stefanow, 99 Christopher Moore 66260 Jr. 
9th at schoo!) re OE who played in all 11 games last season, starts at tight end. TE 80 Nick Stefanow 64 235 Jr 
Sitdis Rie taetatbator DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Duke will crowd the line of aI ame 8 3% 
Bill O'Brien (2nd year) scrimmage more often to stop the run. An experienced sec- 9) © Seon'Adanis 61 195. Sr. 
Defensive coordinators: ondary could allow the Blue Devils to bring more pressure on QB 13 ZackAsack = 694) 200/186: 
Jerry Azzinaro (3rd year); Scott the passer. __6 MarcusJones 6310S. 
Brown (3rd year, 10th at school) DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Nose tackle Vince Oghobaase, one RB 20 Justin Boyle 6-1 225 Jr 
Offensive scheme: Multiple of the nation’s top recruits in 2005, brings big-time talent to -21__Re‘quan Boyette _5-0" 215 _So._ 
ri Saat ; Pet FB 2 Tielor Robinson 51) 245° Jr. 
Defensive scheme: Multiple the line after missing last season with a knee injury. Tackle 14 BJ. Smith 510 225 Sr 
Last league title won: 1989 (tie) Casey Camero and end Eli Nichols provide leadership, and K 2. on Suga ~S*~*=<C*tC 310 So. 
Last bowl appearance: 1995 Patrick Bailey is moving back to end from linebacker. Middle KR 40 Ronnie Drummer 5-9 175 Jr. 


2005 record: 1-10, 0-8/6th ACC 
Coastal 


linebacker Michael Tauiliili, who was known as Michael Brown 
a year ago, led the team with 92 tackles as a freshman last 


ACC 


season. Strongside linebacker Codey Lowe, who had an injury- Pos, No. Name HW. 
RETURNING : Y ai E 52 Eli Nichols 6-4 260 Sr. 
plagued 2008 season, also could be a leader. John Talley is 
LEADERS ae eerie ne iis 91 Ayanga Okpokowuruk 64255 Fr, 
Rushing: Justin Boyle one of the nation’s best cornerbacks. He's tied or the national NG 3 Vince Oghobaase 66 310 Fr 
(134 att., 458 yards, 9 TDs) lead among active players with 11 career interceptions, but 97 “Clifford Respress 6-4. 275 So. 
Passing: Zack hack Duke needs Deonto McCormick to prove he can defend his side T 51 Casey Camero 6-5 280 Sr. 
480- of the field. Free safety Chris Davis covers a lot of ground. A2_ Kinney Rucker 62295 Fr. 
(90-180-8, 966 yards, 5 TDs) 4 E84 Patrick Ball 6-4 230 J 
Receiving: Eron Riley SPECIAL TEAMS Joe Surgan made six of eight field-goal e ote Aid Paes = 
(Il rec., 247 yards, 2 TDs) attempts last season, and coach Ted Roof says Surgan shows: WLB 25. Jeramy Edwards —~=~=S*S 220” Sr. 
signs of being an excellent kicker. Drummer and Davis are solid 36 Brandon Tapps ss Se 215 dr. 
2005 RESULTS return men. No one on the roster has punted in a game. MLB 34. Michael Tauiliili 5-11 235. So. 
at East Carolina L, 24-21 COACHING STAFF There has been a lot of turnover and 41 ZachSmith 5 215) Jr 
Virginia Tech L, 45-0 shuffling, as you'd expect from a program that is 1-15 in the SLB 58 Codey Lowe 62 235 Sr. 
VMI W, 40-14 ACC intrest : ___ 45 Charles Robinson 62 215 So. 
' over the past two seasons. The most intriguing change is 
t Virginia L, 38-7 mis : : CB il John Talley 5-11 180 Sr. 
at Virg ' the hiring of former UCLA defensive coordinator Larry Kerr, r $ 
ree ‘ 1 Jabari Marshall __ Sil) [200 Son 
Navy ; L, 28-21 who will coach the Blue Devils’ linebackers and special teams. FS. 27 ChrisDavis SS 6-0 205 Jr. 
at Miami L, 52-7 BOTTOM LINE Duke has been like a Division I-AA program 39. Adrian Aye-Darko 6-2 205 So. 
Georgia Tech L, 35-10 competing in one of the finest I-A conferences. Roof has SS 16 Andreas Platt 62 200 So. 
Nelepainy ‘ a brought good recruits into the program, but players such as = a Senn = = 3 = 
e 44 ‘ Sot, S ‘onto McCormic! } I. 
a2 Caimtnn L. 49-20 Asack and Oghobaase are just beginning to assert them ; 38 _Evalio Harrell 59 110 So. 
at North Carolina. L, 24-21 selves. The Blue Devils, who have posted just eight winning P12. Alex Feinberg 60 210 Jr 
seasons since 1970, remain a long way from contending for a PR 27. Chris Davis 6-0 205 Jr. 


bowl bid. —Ken Tysiac Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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Ray Rice 
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West Virginia, 
Louisville will 
make noise 


It seems the Big East has 
been under fire from every 
direction since 2003, when 
plans were hatched by the 
ACC to grab Miami, Boston 
College and Virginia Tech. 
But if last year is any indica- 
tion of what the future holds 
for the “new” Big East, critics 
should back off. 

In its first year in its 
current form, the Big East 
acquitted itself nicely when 
West Virginia knocked off SEC 
champion Georgia in the 
Sugar Bowl. And remember: 
Last year was supposed to be 
a rebuilding season for the 
Mountaineers. 

This year, with most of its 
talent back—including 
quarterback Patrick White 
and running back Steve 
Slaton—West Virginia could 
make a run at the national 
championship. If the 
Mountaineers slip, Louisville 
is poised to win the confer- 
ence. What fun it should be 
when those two meet on a 
Thursday night in November. 


Asce ending 

Rutgers. Things could 
start getting good for the 
Scarlet Knights, who are 
coming off their first bowl 
season since 1978. A veteran 
team is expected to make 
another postseason run, 
which also could include a 
push for the Big East title. 
The key: replacing star 
quarterback Ryan Hart. 


Pitt. The youth movement 
continues for a program that 


PETE EMRSON WVU SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS 


had its string of five consecu- 
tive bowls ended last season. 
Youth up front, plus a tough 
nonconference schedule, 
makes a second consecutive 
losing season a possibility for 
Dave Wannstedt's Panthers. 


Most underrated player 
Ray Rice, RB, Rutgers. It’s 
hard for Rice to get much love 
in a conference that includes 
big-name rushers such as 
Louisville's Michael Bush, 
West Virginia's Steve Slaton 
and Rice’s teammate, Brian 
Leonard. Yet, Rice rushed for 


to score every time he 
touches the ball. 


Player who must 
step up 

Carlton Hill, QB, 
South Florida. The 
heralded sophomore 
has been handed the 
keys to one of the 
worst offenses in the 
country. He's a fabu- 
lous athlete who will 
make dynamic plays 
running. But Hill 
struggled in the 
spring and missed 
practice time because 
of grades. 


Biggest shoes to fill 

Elvis Dumervil, DE, 
Louisville. He was a 
disruptive force who 
gave offensive coordi- 
nators headaches and 
caused quarterbacks 
to constantly look 
over their shoulders. 
Brandon Cox played 
behind Dumervil last 
year and inherited his 
starting job this 
spring. 

Andre Hall, RB, 
South Florida. He 
carried the offense 
the past two seasons, 
when he ran for a total of 
3,031 yards. Redshirt fresh- 
man Moise Plancher and 
Ricky Ponton will battle for 


1,120 yards last season. And 
he might be the quickest back 
in the Big East. That explo- 
siveness makes him a threat 


Yar RANKINGS 


L.West Virginia | Fay ae ee {532 a oti 
2. Louisville (is a Wy ee) ey 
3. Pitt piel Seay fe Vi SE VE ey 
4. South Florida ged 3 een eR 7 a ar 
5. Connecticut Ge 6 ee 2S Sse = t= ae 
CS TS 
DOmsonioeeees 17 3. 5) S6e 6 _ 18 4 ips Be 
8. Syracuse 878) 8. Aa 176 ee 88 


the starting job. Both are tal- 
ented but raw, though the 
powerful Ponton ran for 373 
yards as Hall's backup last 
season. 

Greg Lee, WR, Pitt. He had 
a penchant for dropping the 
ball at key moments last sea- 
son, but he still was a big 
weapon. The first-team All-Big 
East selection led the confer- 
ence in receiving yards per 
game (87.5) and caught a Big 


East-best seven touchdowns. 
On a team that was as offen- 
sively challenged as the 
Panthers, that’s a lot of pro- 
duction to lose. Coaches hope 
one of two redshirt freshmen, 
Cedric McGee and Oderick 
Turner, or a talented incoming 
freshman can become the go- 
to receiver. 


Newcomers to watch 

Jeff Otah, OT, Pitt. The 
Panthers have holes in a num- 
ber of places, but one of their 
biggest is at left offensive 
tackle. The last two players to 


man this position (Rob Petitti 
and Charles Spencer) were 


- drafted. And coaches believe 


Otah, a 6-6, 340-pound trans- 
fer from Valley Forge (Pa.) 
Military Academy, will keep 
that streak alive. Otah will be 
the Panthers’ starter and 
should be in the running for 
the conference's newcomer of 
the year. 

Carlton Mitchell, WR, 
South Florida. The Bulls 


always seem to get contribu- 
tions from freshman receivers, 
and this year should be no dif- 
ferent. Mitchell is the high- 
est-rated of a trio of talented 
receivers in the Bulls’ incom- 
ing class and figures to have 
an excellent shot at winning 
playing time. 

Deantwan “Peanut” 
Whitehead, DE, Louisville. 
He's one of the highest-rated 
players ever to sign with the 
Cardinals. A dominating pass 
rusher from Alabama whose 
decision to sign with 
Louisville shocked many, 


Whitehead is expected to be 
among a group of players bat- 
tling to replace Elvis 
Dumervil. Whitehead rejected 
offers from Alabama, Auburn 
and Tennessee, among others. 


Best bets 

Louisville will get a boost 
from two transfer receivers: 
Patrick Carter (Georgia Tech) 
and Chris Vaughn (Notre 
Dame). ... UConn will continue 
to improve, thanks in part to 
the opening of the multimillion 
dollar Burton Family Football 
Complex. ... West Virginia's 
schedule is ridiculously easy. 
And given what the 
Mountaineers return, they 
should finish the regular season 
undefeated, They won't, howev- 
er, because they always seem to 
find a way to blow at least one 
game they have no business 
losing. ... South Florida coaches 
spent time at Texas studying 
how the Longhorns built an 
offense around superstar quar- 
terback Vince Young’ talents, 
The hope is to install a similar 
scheme in order to take advan- 
tage of the talents of Carlton 
Hill. It might work, but USF is 
more likely to find out that Hill 
is no Vince Young. ... Rutgers 
has seven starters returning on 
both sides of the ball and 
should take another step toward 
respectability, But don't be sur- 
prised if the Scarlet Knights 
head into their season finale at 
West Virginia needing to pull 
the upset in order to finish 6-6. 
.. Louisville, not West Virginia, 
will win the Big East. And for the 
second consecutive season, the 
conference will win a BCS game. 
.» Syracuse easily could begin 
the season 0-8, but the Orange 
likely will surprise a few teams 
and start 3-5. ... Pitt could have 
as many as 14 true freshmen in 
its two-deeps, including six who 
could win starting jobs. © TSN 


Pos.Name, school 


ALL-BIG EAST 


= _Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR Mario Urrutia, Louisville 66 228 So. 
WR Brandon Myles, West Virginia 63 190 Sr. 
TE Clark Harris, Rutgers 66 255 Sr. 
T  Thed Watson, South Florida 6-5 295 Sr. 
T William Beatty, Connecticut 65 271 So. 
G Kurt Quarterman, Louisville 6-5 336 Sr, 
G Jeremy Sheffey, West Virginia 6-3 295 Sr. 
C Dan Mozes, West Virginia 6-4 290 Sr. 
QB Brian Brohm, Louisville 6-4 224 Jr, 
RB Michael Bush, Louisville 6-3 250 Sr. 
RB Steve Slaton, West Virginia 5-10 185 So. 
E Zach Anderson, Louisville 6-4 268 Sr. 
E Dan Davis, Connecticut 61 264 Jr. 
T  Keilen Dykes, West Virginia 6-4 290 Jr. 
T — Amobi Okoye, Louisville 61 312 Sr. 
LB Stephen Nicholas, South Florida 63 225 Sr. 
LB H.B. Blades, Pitt 6-0 240 Sr. 
LB Kevin McLee, West Virginia 6-1 255 Sr. 
CB Darrelle Revis, Pitt 6-0 190 Jr. 
CB Mike Jenkins, South Florida 6-0 200 Jr 
S __ Eric Wicks, West Virginia 6-1 205 Sr. 
S  Dowayne Davis, Syracuse 6-0 200 Jr. 
K Art Carmody, Louisville 5-8 181 Jr. 
P Adam Graessle, Pitt 6-4 225 Sr. 
KR Willie Foster, Rutgers 5-10 170 Sr. 


‘VERS OF THE YEAR 


Offense: Brian Brohm, OB, Louisville 
Defense: H.B. Blades, LB, Pitt 


Pos.Name, school - Ht. Wt. Ch 
WR Amarri Jackson, South Florida 65 195 Jr. 
WR Earnest Jackson, Cincinnati 63 215 Jr. 
TE Dan Murray, Connecticut 6-5 250 Sr. 
T Jake Figner, West Virginia 6-5 285 So, 
T Mike McGlynn, Pitt 6-5 325 Jr. 
G C.J. Davis, Pitt 6-2 290 So, 
G Ryan Stanchek, West Virginia 6-4 285 So. 
C Eric Wood, Louisville 6-4 296 So. 
QB Patrick White, West Virginia 6-2 190 So. 
RB Brian Leonard, Rutgers 6-2 235 Sr. 
RB Terry Caulley, Connecticut 57 185 Sr. 
E Josh Julmiste, South Florida 66 265 So. 
E Chris McKillop, Pitt 63 245 Jr. 
T Rhema Fuller, Connecticut 62 266 Sr. 
T — Ramel Meekins, Rutgers 6-0 280 Sr. 
LB Nate Harris, Louisville 6-1 236 Sr. 
LB Kelvin Smith, Syracuse 62 233 Sr. 
LB Clint Session, Pitt 6-0 235 Sr. 
CB Mike Mickens, Cincinnati 6-0 165 So. 
CB Tanard Jackson, Syracuse 61 193 Sr, 
S Brandon Sharp, Louisville 5-11 195 Sr. 
S Courtney Greene, Rutgers 6-1 180 So. 
K Jeremy Ito, Rutgers 5-180 Jr. 
P Brendan Carney, Syracuse 6-5 205 Sr. 
KR Darrelle Revis, Pitt 6-0 190 Jr 


RS OF THE YEAR 


Offense: Jeff Otah, if Pitt 


Defense: Deantwan “Peanut” Whitehead, E, Louisville 
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GAMES TO WATCH 
@ Virginia at Pitt, Sept. 2 

The Panthers struggle for attention in the 
Steel City. A win over the rebuilding Cavs 
would boost interest-and hope. 

@ Rutgers at North Carolina, Sept. 2 

The Scarlet Knights quickly will discover if 


they're poised to build on last year’s success. 


@ Maryland at West Virginia, Sept. 14 
Pssst, Check out this rivalry: 21-21-2. The 
Mountaineers have won two straight after 
the Terps reeled off four in a row in a series 
that has been played each year since 1980, 
@ Miami at Louisville, Sept. 16 
Remember when the Cardinals beat Florida 
State in 2002? This is another chance to 
strike a blow vs. a big boy. 

@ South Florida at UCF, Sept. 16 
Both teams are angling to join Florida's holy 
trinity of schools. 
® UConn at South Florida, Oct. 7 
Rising programs fighting for respect. This 
also might be a battle for third place. 
@ Pitt at Syracuse, Oct. 7 
One of these rebuilding squads will be the 
surprise of the Big East. And a bowl bid 
might await the winner. 
@ West Virginia at Louisville, Nov. 2 
No question, the winner will claim the league 
title, Last year, the Cardinals blew a big lead 
before losing in overtime in Morgantown. 
@ West Virginia at Pitt, Nov. 16 
The Backyard Brawl is one of the best 
rivalries in the country. The Panthers would 
love nothing more than to spoil the 

_ Mountaineers’ national title hopes. 
@ Dream schedule 
Connecticut's rise has been remarkable. But 
its record has been inflated by weak 
schedules, and this year is no exception. 
UConn's nonconference schedule includes 
Rhode Island, Wake Forest, Navy and Army- 
all at home~and the Huskies’ lone non- 
conference road game is at Indiana. The 
Huskies get West Virginia and Pitt at home. 
@ Nightmare schedule 
Cincinnati plays Ohio State, Virginia Tech, 
Louisville and West Virginia-all on the road. 
All are Top 25 teams. Oh, and there are non- 
conference home games vs, Miami (Ohio), 
which is traditionally a strong MAC program, 
and Akron, the defending MAC champion. 
© Bowl bound 
West Virginia and Louisville are the only sure 
bets. In fact, the Mountaineers and Cardinals 
appear to have the talent and schedule to 
play for a national championship. One will 
end up in the BCS, the other in the Gator or 
Sun Bowl. Pitt should grab the Big East's 
third bow! spot. The fourth bid figures to go 
to South Florida, Connecticut or Rutgers. 
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RANKING THE PLAYERS 


By Rivals.com 


Player, position 

1. Deantwan Whitehead, DE 
2. Dorin Dickerson, WR 

3. Leslie Stirrups, DL 

4, Kenny Britt, WR 

5. Nate Byham, TE 

6. Kevin Collier, RB 

7. John Malecki, DL 

8. Aundre Henderson, DE 
9. Aaron Smith, WR 

10, Andrey Baskin, WR 

Il. Aaron Berry, DB 

12. Kareem Crowell, D1/0T 
13. Brandon Heath, S 

14, Kordell Young, RB 

15, McKenzie Mathews, DL 
16. Elijah Fields, WR 

17. Shamar Graves, WR 

18. Greg Davis, CB 

19, James Nixon, CB 

20. Brad Kanuch, WR 


Ht./wt. 


6-6/245 
6-2/200 
62/280 
64/205 
6-3/215 
5-11/180 
63/270 
6-4/285 
6-0/180 


63/203 


51/175 
6-4/310 
61/195 

5-9/185 
6-2/225 
6-2/210 
6-3/200 
6-2/205 
6-0/175 
5-11/180 


Hometown/Previous school 
Birmingham, Ala./West End 
Oakdale, Pa./West Alleghany 
Tampa/Hillsborough 

Bayonne, N.J./Bayonne 

Polk, Pa./Franklin 

Rochester, N.Y./Churchville-Chili 
Murrysville, Pa./Franklin Regional 
Louisville, Ky./Manual 
Monroeville, Pa./Gateway 
Camden, N.J./Woodrow Wilson 
Harrisburg, Pa./Bishop McDevitt 
Tallahassee, Fla./Godby 


West Palm Beach, Fla./Palm Beach Lakes 


Westville, N.J./West Deptford 


Syracuse, N.Y./Christian Brothers Academy 


Duquesne, Pa./Duquesne 
Woodbridge, N.J./Woodbridge 
Woodlawn, Md./Blue Ridge 

New Haven, Conn./Hyde Leadership 
Johnstown, Pa./Westmont Hilltop 


College 
Louisville 
Pitt 

South Florida 
Rutgers 
Pitt 

Pitt 

Pitt 
Louisville 
Pitt 
Syracuse 
Pitt 
Louisville 
Louisville 
Rutgers 
Pitt 

Pitt 
Rutgers 
West Virginia 
Connecticut 
Connecticut 


NOTEBOOK Dave Wannstedt had no trouble adjusting from the NFL to recruiting, 


landing the only top 25 class in the Big East. Pitt dominated western Pennsylvania and signed eight of the 


Top 20 players in the Keystone State. 
Alabama and Florida to sign its top three players. In fact, 
Bobby Petrino signed five Florida top 100 players. 

DE Deantwan "Peanut" Whitehead has unlimited 
Rutgers celebrated its first bowl appearance 
in 27 years by signing Greg Schiano's deepest class. 


potential. ... 


.» Louisville went to 


WRs Kenny Britt and Shamar Graves are big, physical and 


made for Big East play. ... 


3. Rutgers 
4, Syracuse 


RANKING THE TEAMS 
1.Pitt ~ 5. West Virginia 
2. Louisville 6. South Florida 


7. Connecticut 
8. Cincinnati 


Syracuse soon will be led by QB Andrew Robinson. ... West Virginia signed a 


small class that was loaded with quality. WR Wes Lyons is rangy and appears to get the job done 


effortlessly, ... Of South Florida's 28 recruits, 27 were in-state products. ... 


fastest class yet. —Mike Farrell, Rivals.com 


RETURNING LEADERS 


RUSHING Player, school, class 

1. Michael Bush, Louisville, Sr. 

2. Steve Slaton, West Virginia, So. 
3. Ray Rice, Rutgers, So. 

4, Patrick White, West Virginia, So. 
5. Brian Leonard, Rutgers, Sr. 


PASSING Player, school, class 
1. Brian Brohm, Louisville, Jr. 

2. Tyler Palko, Pitt, Sr. 

3. Dustin Grutza, Cincinnati, So. 
4. Pat Julmiste, South Florida, Sr. 
5. Perry Patterson, Syracuse, Sr. 


RECEIVING Player, school, class 
1. Mario Urrutia, Louisville, So. 

2. Clark Harris, Rutgers, Sr. 

3. Brian Leonard, Rutgers, Sr. 


-4, Shawn Tucker, Rutgers, Sr. 


5. Harry Douglas, Louisville, Jr. 


tt. Yds. Avg. 
es 1,143 5.6 
205 1128 55 
195 1120 57 
131 952 73 
173 740 43 
Comp Att. Pct. Int. Yds. 
207 «301 «68.8 252,883 
1993 341 566 9 2,392 
168 300 560 tN 1,799 
124 «4252 «649.2 «Tl («1,489 
1330 273 «47.6 «61,504 
Rec. Yds. Long TD 
Ej mre: 76 7 
38 =—584 38 4 
Da p08: 38 6 
32-484 43 1 
27457 46 2 


Connecticut brought in its 


Long TD YPG NCAArk. 
73 23 114.3 13 
52 vv 12.8 14 
58 5 93.3 42 
16 7 79.3 58 
83 i 617 93 
Yds./att. TD Rating NCAArk. 
9.6 19 166.7 2 
10 7 126.7 58 
6.0 i] WA 84 
59 6 98.0 98 
5.5 6 931 100 
RPG YPR YPG  NCAArk. 
3.4 215 72.5 54 
a2 15.4 48.7 = 
4.6 10.3 47.3 = 
27 15.1 40.3 = 
2.3 16.9 38.1 = 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Marshall 

Sept.9 Eastern Washington 
Sept. 14 @ Maryland* 

Sept. 23 at East Carolina 
Oct. 7 at Mississippi State 
Oct.14 Syracuse 

Oct.20 at Connecticut* 
Nov. 2 at Louisville* 
Nov. 11 — Cincinnati 

Nov.16 A at Pitt* 

Nov. 25 South Florida 
Dec.2 Rutgers 


*Thursday “Friday 
Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


MOUNTAINEERS 
DATA 


Stadium: Mountaineer Field 
(artificial, 60,000) 

Site: Morgantown, W.Va. 

Coach: Rich Rodriguez (39-22, 

5 years; 8th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Calvin Magee (3rd year, 6th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Jeff Casteel (5th year, 6th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 3-3 stack 
Last league title won: 2005 
Last year not in a bowl: 2001 
2005 record: 11-1, 7-0/Ist Big East 


2005 RESULTS 
at Syracuse W, 15-7 
Wofford W, 35-7 

at Maryland W, 31-19 
East Carolina W, 20-15 
Virginia Tech L, 34-17 

at Rutgers W, 27-14 
Louisville W, 46-44 (3 OT) 
Connecticut W, 45-13 

at Cincinnati W, 38-0 
Pitt W, 45-13 

at South Florida W, 28-13 
Georgia* W, 38-35 
*Sugar Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: TE Josh Bailey, T Travis 
Garrett, T Garin Justice 
Defense: S Jahmile Addae, P Phil 
Brady, T Ernest Hunter, S Mike 
Lorello, CB Dee McCann; 

CB Anthony Mims, LB Jeff Noechel 


ScourinG RepoRTS BY PAUL ZeIse, PirtsBuRGH Post Gazerte 


1. WEST 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach 
Rich Rodriguez came to West 
Virginia as a spread-offense guru, 
and the expectation was that he'd 
turn the Mountaineers into a 
wide-open, high-octane, pass- 
happy team. Exactly the opposite 
has happened. The Mountaineers 
operate out of a no-huddle, hurry- 
up spread formation, but they use 
it to run a high-powered rushing 


le] BIG EAST 


VIRGINIA 


attack, Rodriguez's offense calls 
for quarterbacks who can run, 
receivers who can block and a 
variety of running backs who can 
tun like the wind. The result: an 
offense that has led the Big East 
in rushing four years in a row. 
SKILL POSITIONS The 
Mountaineers have the most 
explosive and exciting one-two 
punch in the Big East in quarter- 


—Asz 


MotmgspINEER? 


back Patrick White and running 
back Steve Slaton. Each took the 
conference by storm as freshmen 
last season, running wild and lead- 
ing the Mountaineers to the con- 
ference title and a victory over 
Georgia in the Sugar Bowl. But the 
Mountaineers don't rely solely on 
the big-play ability of Slaton and 
White; they also have excellent 
fullback Owen Schmitt, so they are 


, 


f 
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capable of getting tough 
yards when needed. If the 
Mountaineers are going to 
stay at the top, however, they 
likely will have to develop 
their passing game. Teams 
are likely to load up, trying to 
stop the run. White complet- 
ed 57 percent of his passes, 


e| WEST VIRGINIA contiNueD 


pressure the quarterback and 
drop into coverage out of the 
* same formations. It also 
makes running the ball 
against them difficult 
because there are so many 
players running to the ball. 
FRONT SEVEN This group 
should be excellent given the 


RUSHING 
Steve Slaton 
Patrick White 
Owen Schmitt 
PASSING 
Patrick White 65 
RECEIVING 

Brandon Myles 

Darius Reynaud 

Steve Slaton 


KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Antonio Lewis 


Vaughn Rivers 

KICKING 

Pat McAfee ’ 
TACKLES Solo 
Kevin McLee 

Jay Henry 

Eric Wicks 

Mortty Ivy 

Sacks: Keilen Dykes (5) 


Comp. Att. 


Yds. Avg. 
1,128 5.5 
952 7.3 
48 380 19 
Pct. Yds. TD 
14 «6570 «= 828s 8B 
Rec. Yds. Avg. 
4 536 15.8 
30 297 99 
12 95 19 
No. Yds. Avg. 
28 592 211 
16 289 18.1 


XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 
48 
Assists _ Total 


49 «Oo 1% 81 
TFL/Yds. 
78 
62 
61 
44 


Interceptions: Abraham Jones, McLee, Wicks, Larry Williams (1) 


and the entire receiving 
group returns, though its 
members are mostly average. 
Brandon Myles led the team 
in catches and yards, and 
Darius Reynaud was the sec- 
ond-leading receiver. Reynaud 
has big-play potential and 
could be a key to establishing 
the passing game. 

OFFENSIVE LINE The 
Mountaineers have one of the 
nation's premier line coaches 
in Rick Trickett, and it shows. 
This season should be no dif- 
ferent. The line will be built 
around three returning 
starters: All-American center 
Dan Mozes, all-conference 
guard Jeremy Sheffey and 
guard Ryan Stanchek. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
The Mountaineers will again 
operate aut of a 3-3-5 stack 
defense. The unique scheme 
allows the Mountaineers to 
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experience returning on the 
line and among the lineback- 
ers. Seven lettermen will 
share the three line spots, 
including Craig Wilson and 
Keilen Dykes. The 
Mountaineers lost only one 
player from their regular rota- 
tion of linemen. All-Big East 
linebackers Kevin McLee and 
Jay Henry return, which 
means the Mountaineers will 
need to find only one new 
starter at that spot. That 
shouldn't be a problem 
because linebacker is one of 
the deepest positions on the 
roster. The front seven should 
be even better than it was a 
year ago. 

SECONDARY If there is an 
area that is a bit of a ques- 
tion, it is the secondary, 
which was hit hard by gradua- 
tion. Gone are All-Big East 
safeties Jahmile Addae and 


Mike Lorello and starting cor- 
ners Anthony Mims and Dee 
McCann. That leaves Eric 
Wicks as the only returning 
starter. The Mountaineers do 
have a host of experienced 
players to step in at the two 
safety spots, and Antonio 
Lewis, who played extensively 
last season, will fill one of the 
corner spots. The other corner 
spot likely will be up for grabs 
right up until the season 
opener, but the player that 
emerges will no doubt be fast 
and hit hard. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Scott 
Kozlowski likely will be the 
punter, which is a big area of 
concern, Pat McAfee figures 
to be the kicker. He's a reli- 
able force who made 11 of 18 
field-goal attempts last sea- 
son. Lewis and receiver 
Vaughn Rivers are explosive 
and will handle most of the 
returns. 

COACHING STAFF 
Rodriguez, entering his sixth 
season with the 
Mountaineers, has devel- 
oped one of the top pro- 
grams in the country. But a 
lot of the credit must also 
go to his staff, which has 
undergone few changes. 
Both coordinators return and 
only receivers coach Butch 
Jones has been on the staff 
for fewer than three sea- 
sons. That stability has 
helped Rodriguez put his 
stamp on the program. 

BOTTOM LINE “Stay hum- 
ble, but stay hungry.” That's 
the mantra in Morgantown 
for a program that is being 
lauded with preseason praise. 
No doubt, West Virginia 
should be the class of the Big 
East. And if it stays healthy 
and the secondary develops 
quickly, it is good enough and 
has the right schedule to go 
undefeated and make a run 
at the national champi- 
onship. Its most difficult 
challenge will come 
November 2, a Thursday 
night at Louisville. Still, 
there are many reasons to 
dream big. 


A Big East coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos, No, Name Ht. Wt, Cl. 
WR 7 Brandon Myles 6-3 190 Sr. 
+82 Rayshawn Bolden 6-5 215 Sr. 
iT 71 Damien Crissey 6-4 280 Sr. 
78 Frank Carduff 6-4 285 Fr. 
LG 62 Ryan Stanchek 6-4 280 So. 
79 Greg Isdaner 63) 315 Fr. 
C 76 Dan Mozes 6-4 290 Sr. 
____ 68 Mike Dent 6-4 275 So. 
RG 65 Jeremy Sheffey 6-3 290 Sr. 
____72 John Bradshaw 6-6 295 
RT 73 Jake Figner 65 290 So, 
Jon Walko 6-6 275 Fr. 
TE 88 Michael Villagrana 6-4 250 Jr. 
89 Adam Serena 6-3 220 Sr. 


WR 2 Darius Reynaud 


85 Brandon Barrett 61 195 Jr 
0B 5 — Patrick White 6-2 190 So 
1 Adam Bednarik 6-2 215 Jr. 
RB 10 Steve Slaton 5-10 190 So. 
24 Jason Colson 6-1 225 Sr. 
FB 35 Owen Schmitt 6-3 250 Jr. 
86 Sam Morrone 6-2 240 So. 
K 40 Pat McAfee 61 215 So. 
KR 19 Vaughn Rivers 5-9 170 Jr. 
Bel as 
Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
DE 92 Johnny Dingle 63 255 Jr. 
90 Warren Young _ 6-4 295 Sr. 
NT 98 Pat Liebig 64 270 Jr. 
66 Craig Wilson 6-1 290 Jr. 
DT 96 Keilen Dykes 6-4 290 Jr. 
64 Doug Slavonic 6-8 260 So. 
WLB 43 Kevin McLee 6-1 255 Sr. 
44 Morttylvy 6-3 235 So. 
MLB 42 Jay Henry 6-2 225 Sr. 
___ 53 Mare Magro__ 62 240 Jr. 
SLB 55 Bobby Hathaway 61 225 Jr. 
45 Reed Williams 6-2 235 So, 
CB 6 Antonio Lewis 5-10 190 Jr. 
27 __ Kent Richardson 6-0 195 Fr. 
SS 41 Eric Wicks 6-1 210 Sr. 
1 John Holmes 62 225 So. 
FS 18 Abraham Jones 61 190 Sr. 
Quinton Andrews 5-1 210 Fr. 
BS 22  Ridwan Malik 61 195 Jr 
48 Akeem Jackson 6-0 185 Sr. 
CB 3s Larry Williams 61 185 Jr. 
19 Vaughn Rivers 5-9 170 Jr. 
P=. 37-~—s Scott Kozlowski 6-0 180 Fr. 
PR 19 Vaughn Rivers 5-9 170 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 A Kentucky 
Sept.9 at Temple 

Sept. 16 Miami 

Sept. 23 at Kansas State 
Oct.6 Middle Tennessee* 
Oct.14 — Cincinnati 

Oct. 21 at Syracuse 
Nov.2 mi West Virginia’ 
Nov.9 — at Rutgers* 

Nov. 18  @ South Florida 
Nov. 25 at Pitt 

Dec.2 Connecticut 
*Friday, at Nashville “Thursday 
Bi Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


CARDINALS DATA 
Stadium: Papa John's Cardinal 
(artificial, 42,000) 

Site: Louisville, Ky. 

Coach: Bobby Petrino (29-8, 

3 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Paul Petrino (4th year, 7th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 


Mike Cassity (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 


Last league title won: 2004 
(C-USA) 

Last year not in a bowl: 1997 
2005 record: 9-3, 5-2/2nd Big East 


2005 RESULTS 
at Kentucky W, 31-24 
Oregon State W, 63-27 

at South Florida L, 45-14 
Florida Atlantic — W, 61-10 
North Carolina —W, 69-14 

at West Virginia L, 46-44 (307) 
at Cincinnati W, 46-22 
Pitt W, 42-20 
Rutgers W, 56-5 
Syracuse W, 41-17 

at Connecticut W, 30-20 
Virginia Tech* —L, 35-24 
*Gator Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: T Jeremy Darveau, 

WR Montrell Jones, T Travis Leffew, 
G Jason Spitz, WR Joshua Tinch 
Defense: E Elvis Dumervil, 

LB Brandon Johnson, E Chad 
Rimpsey, LB Matt Sanders, 

S Antoine Sharp, T Montavious 
Stanley 
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2. LOUISVILLE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
media guide lists the Cardinals 
scheme as “multiple”, but words 
such as “unstoppable” or “relent- 
less" work pretty well, too. The 
Cardinals don't just look to score, 
they look to dominate defenses, 


and on most nights, they succeed. - 


Their scoring and yardage num- 
bers were down a bit last season, 


but they still led the Big East in 
scoring (43.4 ppg), passing (293.6 
ypg) and total offense (482.1 
ppg). They scored 40 or more 
points eight times last year and 
eclipsed 60 three times. 

SKILL POSITIONS Quarterback 
Brian Brohm was having a fantas- 
tic season before tearing the ACL 
in his right knee in the 10th game 
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of the season. Brohm still led the 


- Big East in total offense (284.7 
ypg) and just about every passing 


category. Brohm, who was held out 
of spring scrimmages, has a bright 
NFL future, and in his third season 
in Bobby Petrino's complex 
offense, he should scare the rest 
of the conference. Running back 
Michael Bush was a potential first- 
round draft pick, but 
he chose to return 
for his final season. 
Bush averaged 114.3 
yards rushing per 
game, led the nation 
with an average of 
14.4 points per 
game, scored 23 
touchdowns and 
averaged 5.6 yards 
per carry. His com- 
bination of power 
and speed makes 
him a threat to 
score from anywhere 
on the field, from 
any formation. 
Receivers Joshua 
Tinch and Montrell 
Jones are gone, but 
the Cardinals still 
have plenty of big- 
play threats, start- 
ing with 6-6 Mario 
Urrutia and Harry 
Douglas. The 
Cardinals have no 
shortage of 
weapons, so the 
busiest guy in Papa 
Johns Stadium 
again should be the 
scoreboard operator. 

OFFENSIVE LINE 
Center Eric Wood 
and guard Kurt 
Quarterman are the 
only returning 
starters but could 
end up on the 
All-Big East team. 
In fact, Wood is one 
of the best at his 
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position in the nation. The 
Cardinals have had quality 
depth on the line for the past 
few seasons, so there should- 
nt be much, if any, drop-off. 
One potential tricky spot is 
left tackle, where the 
Cardinals must find an ade- 
quate replacement for four- 


| LOUISVILLE continveo 


Nate Harris and Abe Brown— 
return so the front appears to 
be in excellent shape provid- 
ed the reserves from a year 
ago step in to the three open 
spots and play reasonably 
well. Harris will be one of the 
nation’s finest linebackers. 
SECONDARY Statistically, 


RUSHING 
Michael Bush 
George Stripling 
Kolby Smith 


PASSING Comp. 


Brian Brohm 207 
Hunter Cantwell 39 
RECEIVING 

Mario Urrutia 

Harry Douglas 

Michael Bush 

Gary Barnidge 
KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Harry Douglas 

KICKING 

Art Carmody 

TACKLES Solo 
Nate Harris 

Abe Brown 

Brandon Sharp 

Sacks: Harris (7) 


Interceptions: Jonathan Russell (2) 


year starter Travis Leffew. 
DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
The Cardinals’ philosophy 
mirrors their offensive phi- 
losophy—attack, attack, 
attack. Louisville's base 4-3 
defense always is predicated 
on speed. The Cardinals use a 
variety of pressure packages 
to get after the quarterback. 
FRONT SEVEN The front 
seven won't be as good as 
last year's group simply 
because there is no one on 
the roster who can fill the 
sizeable hole left by All- 
American and Bronko 
Nagurski Award winner Elvis 
Dumervil, the star end who 
had 20 sacks. That doesn't 
mean the line won't be 
strong; tackle Amobi Okoye 
and end Zach Anderson 
anchor a unit that is deep 
and talented. Two of the 
three starting linebackers— 
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Assists Total 


49 


Att. Pct. Yds. TD 
301 68.8 «2,883 19 
%3 534 640 5 
Rec. . Avg. 


21.5 
16.9 
12.0 
141 
Yds. Avg. 
42 = 20.3 


XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts. 


6514 16 105 
TFL/Yds. 
66 11.5/67 
51 95/37 


48 2/6 


this was the weak spot last 
year, The Cardinals ranked in 
the bottom three in the 

Big East in pass defense and 
pass efficiency defense. But 
with all four starters return- 
ing, those numbers should 
improve dramatically. Corner 
William Gay is a veteran with 
plenty of experience, and Rod 
Council is talented but last 
year was raw in his first sea- 
son as a starter. Senior 
Brandon Sharp and junior 
Jonathan Russell also return 
to man the safety spots, and 
there is plenty of quality 
depth. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Art 
Carmody, who made 14 of 16 
field-goal attempts last sea- 
son, is one of the best in 
school history, as is punter 
Todd Flannery, who averaged 
nearly 41 yards per punt. 
Montrell Jones handled the 


lion's share of the return 
duties last fall, so that door 
is wide open. Given the 
amount of talented receivers 
and defensive backs on the 
roster, that shouldn't be a 
problem. Patrick Carter 
(punts) and Harry Douglas 
(kickoffs) have the lead after 
spring drills. 

COACHING STAFF Bobby 


- Petrino is entering his fourth 


season as the Cardinals’ 
coach, and he has trans- 
formed them into a national 
power. The Cardinals have 
had at least nine wins per 
season in his three years, and 
the team’s 29 wins are the 
most for a three-year span in 
school history. He is known 
as an offensive guru, and the 
numbers support that, but 
defensive coordinator Mike 
Cassity also deserves a lot of 
credit for the Cardinals’ suc- 
cess the past two seasons. In 
2003, the year before Cassity 
took over the defense, the 
Cardinals ranked 93rd in the 
nation in total defense. In 
'04, Cassity’s first season as 
coordinator, they jumped to 
15th in the same category. 

BOTTOM LINE The 
Cardinals are loaded. In fact, 
they, not defending champion 
West Virginia, are the most 
talented team in the Big East, 
but they must play smarter 
than they did at times last 
year in order to wrestle the 
championship trophy away 
from the Mountaineers. At 
times, Petrino’s aggressive 
play-calling costs the 
Cardinals because he'll take 
unnecessary chances and end 
up putting his defense in 
tough spots. If the Cardinals, 
who have 19 of 24 starters 
(including two specialists) 
returning and get the 
Mountaineers at home, 
survive an early-season date 
with Miami, an undefeated 
season and spot in the BCS 
national championship game 
are not out of the question. 
At the least, a Big East title 
should be expected from a 
group this talented and 
experienced. 


A Big East coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART 
(REI a 
Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Ch 
WR 7 Mario Urrutia 6-6 228 So. 
84 Scottlong 6525 Fr 
tT 69 Marcel Benson 66 318 Jr. 
72  Breno Giacomini 67 290 Jr 
LG 63 Danny Barlowe 65 290 Jr. 
68 George Bussey _ 6-4 280 So. 
C 77 Eric Wood 6-4 296 So. 
___ 53 Michael Sturgeon 6-4 298 Sr. 
RG 76 Kurt Quarterman 6-5 336 Sr. 
____ 64 Devon May 6-4 292 Jr 
RT 71 Marcus Gordon 66 37 Jr. 
____79 _Renardo Foster 67 322 Sr. 
TE 82 Gary Barnidge 6-6 236 Jr. 
____ 81_ Scott Kuhn 65 251 dr. 
WR 85 Harry Douglas 5-11 170 Jr. 
15 Chris Vaughn 6-3 220 So. 
0B 12 Brian Brohm 6-4 224 Jr. 
14 __ Hunter Cantwell 6-4 223 So. 
RB 19 Michael Bush 6-3 250 Sr. 
33 Kolby Smith 5-215 Sr. 
FB 47 _Deriontae Taylor 5°8 244 Sr. 
49 Joe Tronzo 5:10 245 Fr. 
K 18 Art Carmody 5-8 181 Jr. 
KR 85 Harry Douglas 5-1 170 Jr. 
Pos. No. Name _ Ht Wt. Ch 
— 96 Zach Anderson 6-4 268 Sr. 
95 Maurice Williams 63 277 So. 
T 94 Adrian Grady 62 292 So. 
___92_ Willie Williams 64 310 Jr 
T 91  Amobi Okoye 6-1 312 Sr. 
57__ Earl Heyman 63 282 So. 
— 88 Brandon Cox 6-4 253 Jr. 
98 Jonathan Holston 66 239 Fr. 
WLB 43 Abe Brown 6-4 230 Sr. 
___ 6 _PrestonSmith . = 6-1_—-220_ Jr. 
MLB 10 Nate Harris 6-1 236 Sr. 
22 Lamar Myles 6-0 216 So. 
‘SLB 11 = Malik Jackson 62 231 Jr. 
46 Terrance Butler 6-3 222 Jr 
LCB 14 Rod Council 5-11 189 So. 
27 _GavinSmart_ 59192 St 
SS 13 Jonathan Russell 5-10 194 So. 
29 Deon Palmer 5-10 200 Fr. 
FS 35 Brandon Sharp 5-11 195 Sr. 
2 __ Richard Raglin 6-2 185 So. 
RCB 21 William Gay 5-11 184 Sr. 
34 Bobby Buchanan SM 188 So. 
P 36 Todd Flannery 6-0 170 Jr. 
PR 4 __ Patrick Carter 63° 199 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2  @ Virginia 
Sept.8 — at Cincinnati* 
Sept. 16 Michigan State 
Sept. 23 The Citadel 
Sept. 30 Toledo 

Oct.7 —_ at Syracuse 
Oct.13 at UCF* 

Oct.21 Rutgers 

Nov.4 — at South Florida 
Nov. 11 at Connecticut 
Nov.16 West Virginia* 
Nov. 25 a Louisville 
“Friday “Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


PANTHERS 
DATA 

Stadium: Heinz Field (grass, 
65,000) 

Site: Pittsburgh 

Coach: Dave Wannstedt (5-6, 

1 year; 6th at school) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Matt Cavanaugh (2nd year, 3rd 
at school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Paul Rhoads (7th year) 
Offensive scheme: West Coast 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 5-6, 4-3/T3rd Big 
East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: LaRod Stephens-Howling 
(96 att., 434 yards, 0 TDs) 
Passing: Tyler Palko 

(193-341-9, 2,392 yards, 17 TDs) 
Receiving: Derek Kinder 

(37 rec., 374 yards, 3 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Notre Dame L, 42-21 

at Ohio L, 16-10 (OT) 
at Nebraska L, 7-6 
Youngstown State W, 41-0 

at Rutgers L, 37-29 
Cincinnati W, 38-20 
South Florida W, 31-17 
Syracuse W, 34-17 

at Louisville L, 42-20 
Connecticut W, 24-0 

at West Virginia —_L, 45-13 


3. PHT 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Dave Wannstedt believes 
in a strong running game, but that doesn't mean the 
Panthers are "3 yards and a cloud of dust.” In reality, they 
utilize a West Coast offense, and coordinator Matt 
Cavanaugh's version of it is exactly the same as the one 
made famous by Joe Montana and Jerry Rice. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Tyler Palko returns for his third 
season as the quarterback, but he might need a game pro- 
gram to figure out who his teammates are. Still, Palko could 
end up being one of the nation’s top quarterbacks. Conredge 
Collins will start at fullback, and LaRod Stephens-Howling, 
who led the team in rushing last year as a true freshman, 
returns at tailback. Highly touted true freshman Kevin Collier 
also will compete for the starting tailback job. Leading 
receiver Greg Lee left a year early for the NFL, so Palko will 
need to find another deep threat from a group of talented 
freshmen. The Panthers have a wealth of talent at tight end, 
but the line will include at least one starter from the incom- 
ing recruiting class—prep school arrival Jeff Otah at left 
tackle. The starting left guard likely will be a sophomore or 
younger. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Panthers are a 4-3 team that 
looks to beat people with speed and winning one-on-one 
matchups. Last season, they blitzed more often than they'd 
like because they struggled to win one-on-one matchups up 
front. Ideally, Wannstedt would like to get ta the quarterback 
without committing to a blitz. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Middle linebacker H.B. Blades 
enters his third season as a starter and leader of the defense. 
Like Palko, Blades won't recognize many players around him. 
The line must rebuilt, and the Panthers could have as many as 
three true freshmen starting on the line. Clint Session will 
start at one outside linebacker spot, but the other is up for 
grabs. Darrelle Revis is one of the top corners in the country, 
but the rest of the secondary is young, though far more athlet- 
ic than in recent years. Mike Phillips will return from an ankle 
injury to grab one of the safety spots. The open corner and 
safety positions likely will go to freshmen. 

SPECIAL TEAMS David Abdul should win the kicking job 
and he has proved he is a reliable and steady. Punter Adam 
Graessle must regain the form that made him a first-team 
all-conference selection in 2004. Revis returns punts and is 
one of the best in the business, and the kickoff returner likely 
will be one of the speedy true freshmen in the Panthers’ 
recruiting class. 

COACHING STAFF Wannstedt has laid a solid foundation 
with two good recruiting classes. Cavanaugh has multiple 
Super Bowl rings as a player and coach, and defensive 
coordinator Paul Rhoads is young and bright. 

BOTTOM LINE Wannstedt is determined to get the Panthers 
back to the top of the Big East, and he is going about it the 
right way. The Panthers will be a faster team, and they have 
more talent on their lines than they have in recent years, but 
they are young at too many positions to realistically compete 
for a championship. Still, if the kids are as good as advertised, 
a 7-5 season is not out of the question. 


Pos. No. Name : Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 87 Marcel Pestand 61 190 So. 
1 CedricMcGee G1 190 Fr 
Uf 62 John Bachman 6-4 260 So. 
___ Jeff Otah 6-6 340 Jr. 
LG 55 C.J. Davis 6-2 290 So. 
__ 78 John Brown 63 295 Fr. 
C 68 Joe Villani 6-3 300 Sr. 
64 ChrisVangas_ 62300 
RG 60 John Simonitis 6-4 325 Sr. 
70 Dominic Williams =» 6-4_—-300_ So. 
RT 75 Mike McGlynn 6-5 325 Jr. 
___72_Chase Clowser 67 340 So. 
TE 84 Steve Buches 6-4 250 Sr. 
___ 14 __ Darrell Strong E565 200UE 
WR 81 Derek Kinder 6-1 200 Jr. 
4 JoeDelSardo 58 195 Sr 

0B 3 TylerPalko — 6-2 220 Sr. 
cee it  BiNStull = SS '6-3)_5200.'So. 
RB 34 LaRodStephens-Howling 5-7 165 So. 
___26 Shane Brooks . 5-10 230 Fr. 
FB 31 ~—Conredge Collins 5-ti 225 So. 
6 Chris Bova 5-11 240 Fr. 

K 16 David Abdul 510 200 Sr. 
KR 34 LaRod Stephens-Howling 5-7 165 So. 
Pos, No, Name a Ht Wt. Cl. 
E 54 Charles Sallet 6-0 235 Sr. 
_ 58 Joe Clermond 62250 J 
NT 97 Corey Davis 6-1 300 So. 
90 Craig Booker 6-3 290 Fr 

T 50 Rashaad Duncan 6-1 280 So, 
95 Ernest Williams 6-1 260 Fr. 

E 41° Chris McKillop 6-3 245 Jr. 
____ 48 _ Doug Fulmer __6:3__ 220" Fr. 
WLB 44 Brian Bennett 6-0 235 Sr. 
____ 29 Tommie Campbell 62 205 So. 
MLB 51 H.B. Blades 6-0 240 Sr. 
40 Scott McKillop ~ 6-2 240 So. 
SLB 17 Clint Session 6-0 335 Sr. 
____ 39 DerronThomas 61 235 Jr 
LCB 25  Darrelle Revis 6-0 190 Jr. 
__7__ Jovani Chappel 5-8 175 Fr 
FS 10 Mike Phillips 5 195 Jr. 
____ 28 _Eric Thatcher 5-9 190 So, 
SS 46 Sam Bryant 6-0 230 Sr. 
___ 24 Jemeel Brady 6-0 205 Jr. 
RCB 21 Reggie Carter 6-0 185 Sr. 
5 _KennardCox A195 
P 18 Adam Graessle 6-4 225 Sr. 
PR 25  Darrelle Revis 6-0 190 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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BIG EAST je 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 McNeese State 
Sept.9 Fla. International 
Sept. 16 at UCF 

Sept. 23 at Kansas 

Sept. 29 Rutgers* 

Oct.7  @ Connecticut 
Oct.14 — at North Carolina 
Oct.21 at Cincinnati 
Nov.4 = A Pitt 

Nov. 11 Syracuse 

Nov. 18 at Louisville 

Nov. 25 mat West Virginia 
"Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


BULLS DATA 
Stadium: Raymond James 
(grass, 65,000) 

Site: Tampa 

Coach: Jim Leavitt (61-39, 

9 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Rod 
Smith (2nd year, 6th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Wally 
Burnham (6th year, 7th at school) 
Offensive schemes: Single- 
back, spread 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: None 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 6-6, 4-3/T3rd Big 
East 


Rushing: Ricky Ponton 

(92 att., 373 yards, 2 TDs) 
Passing: Pat Julmiste 
(124-252-11, 1,489 yards, 6 TDs) 
Receiving: Jackie Chambers 
(21 rec., 290 yards, 0 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Penn State L, 23-13 
Florida A&M W, 37-3 
Central Florida W, 31-14 
Louisville W, 45-14 
at Miami L, 27-7 
at Pitt “L317 
at Rutgers W, 45-31 
at Syracuse W, 27-0 
Cincinnati W, 31-16 
at Connecticut L, 15-10 
West Virginia L, 28-13 
N.C. State* L, 14-0 
*Meineke Car Care Bowl 
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4. SOUTH FLORIDA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY South Florida is a no-huddle, 
spread team. The Bulls generally use an athletic quarterback 
who is as much a part of the running game as the passing 
game. The tedm emphasizes speed at the skill positions. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Bulls offense struggled last 
season, and they lost their top weapon—running back Andre 
Hall, the school's all-time leading rusher—to graduation. But 
the biggest issue facing the Bulls isn’t running back; it’s quar- 
terback, a position that has been plagued with inconsistency. 
Heralded Carlton Hill will get the first crack at the starting 
job, even though last year's starter, Pat Julmiste, is still on 
the team. South Florida coaches spent part of the offseason 
studying the offenses at Texas and Missouri, where multital- 
ented quarterbacks Vince Young and Brad Smith played. If Hill 
is capable of running the offense, the Bulls should be explo- 
sive. The feature back will be redshirt freshman Moise 
Plancher or Ricky Ponton. The interior of the line must be 
rebuilt, but there are experienced players ready to step in. 
Left tackle Thed Watson was all-conference, and right tackle 
Marc Dile split time with Walter Walker, who was moved to 
right guard, The Bulls are searching for replacements at left 
guard, center and tight end, so the line could struggle early in 
the season. The Bulls almost always are blessed with talent at 
wide receiver, and six of the top seven receivers from a year 
ago return. The best of the group is Amarri Jackson. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The defense is built on speed. The 
Bulls are a standard 4-3 team but can take a lot more chances 
than most teams because of their team speed. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The defense, which was ranked 
No. 17 nationally, carried the Bulls to the postseason last 
year, but the line needs some rebuilding. Three-fourths of 
the starting line is gone. The most intriguing lineman is 6-6, 
265-pound Josh Julmiste, the largest end the Bulls ever have 
had. Julmiste, who is Pat's younger brother, is explosive and 
could be a dominant pass rusher. Ben Moffitt, Stephen 
Nicholas and Patrick St. Louis return and give the Bulls one 
of the best group of linebackers in the Big East. In fact, 
Nicholas is one of the nation's top players at his position. 
The secondary features one of the best corners in the coun- 
try, Mike Jenkins. Safety Danny Verpaele missed last year 
because of a broken foot. : 

SPECIAL TEAMS Mike Benzer will be the kicker, and William 
Criswell is the frontrunner to be the punter. Receiver Jackie 
Chambers handles both punt and kickoff returns and averaged 
a Big East high 11.6 yards per punt return last season. 

COACHING STAFF When coach Jim Leavitt arrived a decade 
ago, South Florida's program still was in the planning stages. 
He has since built the Bulls from the ranks of a start-up pro- 
gram and into a team that last season was competing for a 
BCS berth. Six of his nine assistants have been with him for 
three years or more. 

BOTTOM LINE The Bulls’ hopes to make back-to-back bow! 
trips likely ride on Hill's ability to execute the offense. The 
defense should be solid again. If the offense does its part, this 
is a team that could win eight or nine games. 


DEPTH CHART 


Pos. No. Name = _—_—swiMtyssS Wt. 
WR 17 Marcus Edwards 511 170 So, 
18 Amarri Jackson 6-5 195 Jr 
WR 89 Taurus Johnson 61 190 So. 
87 Jessie Hester 61 170 So. 
IT 55  Thed Watson 6-5 295 Sr 
72 Jerome Springfield | 6-8 .320 So. 
LG 77 Jake Griffin 6-4 300 So, 
73 Danny Tolley 66 310 Fr. 
C 69 Nick Capogna 6-3 255 Jr. 
62 Jason Fox 6-0 265 Fr. 
RG 75 Walter Walker 6-5 305 Jr. 
70 MattHuners 63 290 So. 
RT 78 Marc Dile 6-4 280 So. 
70 Jared Carnes 67 290 Jr. 
WR 83 Jackie Chambers 5-11 180 Jr. 
80 Ean Randolph 5-9 175- Fr. 
WR 81 S.J. Green ~ 63 220 Sr. 
88 DarrenHaliburton 63-205 Sr. 
QB 4 = Carlton Hill 63 215 So. 
3 Pat Julmiste __ 6-3: ‘220! Sr... 
RB 1 Moise Plancher 5-9 190 Fr. 
5 — Ricky Ponton 5-11 215 So, 
K 28 Mike Benzer 5-8 185 So. 
KR 21 Trae Williams 5-10 185 So, 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl 
— 90 Jarriett Buie — 6-4 240 dr. 
95 George Selvie 6-4 240 Fr. 
NT 76 Richard Clebert 61 295 Jr 
94 Allen Cray 6-0 295 Jr. 
T 46 Tavarious Robinson 6-4 265 Sr. 
93 Frank Harry 63285 
E 91 Josh Julmiste 6-6 265 So. 
96 Woody George 63.255 J 
WLB 54 Pat St. Louis 6-1 230 Sr. 
56 Sam Miller St 200 Jr. 
MLB 59 Ben Moffitt 6-2 235 Jr. 
53 Brouce Mompremier 61220 So. 
SLB 51 Stephen Nicholas 6-3 225 Sr. 
49 Chris Robinson 632 0 Fr 
LCB 21 Trae Williams 5-10 185 Jr. 
__ 26 _Tyller Roberts _ G1 190_ So. 
SS 7 Louis Gachette 63 205 Fr. 
___34 Jerome Murphy” 65 SF 
FS 17 Danny Verpaele 5-11 200 So. 
12 Grant Gregory  =ss—s6*1._——205 So, 
RCB 4 Mike Jenkins 6-0 200 Jr. 
26 Ryan Gilliam 5-9 170 So. 
P= -31_—s William Criswell 5-9 160 So. 
PR 83 Jackie Chambers 5-11 180 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Aug. 31 Rhode Island* 
Sept. 16 Wake Forest 
Sept. 23 at Indiana 
Sept.30 Navy 

Oct.7 —_at South Florida 
Oct.14 = Army 

Oct.20 West Virginia* 
Oct.29  @at Rutgers** 
Nov. 11 4 Pitt 

Nov.18 — at Syracuse 
Nov. 25 — Cincinnati 
Dec.2 mat Louisville 
“Thursday “Friday “Sunday 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


HUSKIES DATA 
Stadium: Rentschler Field 
(grass, 40,000) 

Site: Storrs, Conn. 

Coach: Randy Edsall (37-43, 

T years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Rob Ambrose (Ist year, 5th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Todd Orlando (2nd year, 8th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 5-6, 2-5/T6th Big 
East 


Rushing: Terry Caulley 

(141 att., 659 yards, 6 TDs) 
Passing: Matt Bonislawski 
(82-162-7, 836 yards, 6 TDs) 
Receiving: Brandon Young 
(28 rec., 371 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Buffalo W, 38-0 
Liberty W, 59-0 
at Georgia Tech —L, 28-13 
at Army W, 47-13 
Syracuse W, 26-7 
at Cincinnati L, 28-17 
Rutgers L, 26-24 
at West Virginia —L, 45-13 
at Pitt L, 24-0 
South Florida W, 15-10 
Louisville L, 30-20 


9. CONNECTICUT 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Huskies utilize a multiple, pro 
style offense. The goal is balance, and they'll line up as often 
in two-tight end, two-back sets as they will in four-wide, 
one-back sets. The Huskies always have had a strong running 
game and like to control the ball and win the battle of 
possession time. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Injuries at quarterback hindered 
the Huskies last season and probably cost them a shot at a 
winning record. Three were needed—Matt Bonislawski, 

D.J. Hernandez and Dennis Brown. All three return, which 
means there will be healthy competition. The strength of the 
offense should be the line, where four starters return. Tight 
end Dan Murray is a difference-maker as both a blocker and a 
receiver, Tailback Terry Caulley averaged 4.7 yards per carry 
and gives the Huskies a legitimate playmaker in the backfield. 
The key for the Huskies will be at receiver, a position that last 
year was not very productive. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The defense is a 4-3 scheme built 
on fast linebackers and a strong front. UConn hasn't given up 
many yards the past two seasons; it has led the Big East in 
total defense in both of its seasons in the conference. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Huskies will have to play much 
better against the top teams on their schedule to remain 
competitive in the Big East. UConn should have the pieces in 
place to do that. The strength will be the secondary, where all 
four starters return. The line should be in great shape despite 
the loss of tackle Deon McPhee and end Shawn Mayne. Tackle 
Rhema Fuller and end Dan Davis give the Huskies an excellent 
base to build from, and four other experienced linemen return. 
Fuller is the leader of the pack. The two biggest question 
marks are at middle and strongside linebacker. Weakside line- 
backer Danny Lansanah, the team’s leading tackler, returns, 
but the other two positions are wide open and should remain 
that way deep into camp. 

COACHING STAFF Head coach Randy Edsall was hired after 
the 1998 season and has helped transform the Huskies from a 
Division |-AA program into a legitimate Big East program. He 
has guided UConn to only one losing season since 2002, when 
the Huskies finally finally reached the 85-scholarship maxi- 
mum allowed to Division I-A programs. One of the reasons for 
Edsall's success has been staff stability—the Huskies have had 
little turnover the past four years. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Matt Nuzie returns and should be a 
consistent source of points for the Huskies—or at least that's 
the hope after the former All-Big East kicker was plagued by 
inconsistency in 2005. Walk-on Chris Pavasaris wrestled 
punting duties from Shane Hussar late last season and figures 
to retain them. The staff will count on Larry Taylor to bolster 
the return game. 

BOTTOM LINE With a nonconference schedule that includes 
Navy, Army, Rhode Island and Indiana, the Huskies likely will 
contend for a bowl bid after just missing out on the postsea- 
son party last year. Whether they finish in the top half of the 
Big East is a bigger question. What's certain is this: The 
Huskies must stay healthier than they did a year ago to have 
a chance for any kind of success. 


Pos, No. Name 


WR 83 Brandon Young 
81 Nollis Dewar 
UT 64 William Beatty 
7 Matt Wood 
\G 57 Matt Applebaum 
75 Brian Kersmanc 
Keith Gray 
14 Alex LaMagdelaine 
Immanuel Hutcherson 
55 Donald Thomas 
Mike Hicks 
73 Dan Ryan 
TE 46 Dan Murray 
90 Steve Brouse 
Brandon McLean 
87 Ellis Gaulden 
D.J. Hernandez 
16 Matt Bonislawski 
RB 44 Terry Caulley 
5 Lou Allen 
Deon Anderson 
31 Anthony Barksdale 
K 98 Matt Nuzie 
Larry Taylor 


E 50 Cody Brown 
96 Gary Mack 
Ray Blagman 
62 Lawrence Green 
T 93 Rhema Fuller 
65 Rob Lunn 
Dan Davis 
59 Jason Ward 
WLB 48 Danny Lansanah 
33 Jonathon Smith 
Ryan Henegan 
45 Julius Williams 
Justin DeRubertis 
36 Dahna Deleston — 
CB 28 Darius Butler 
___ 9 Courtney Robinson 
SS 35 MJ. Estep 
__15__ Donnell Ford 
FS 10 Marvin Taylor 
26 _ Allan Barnes 
CB 29 = Tyvon Branch 
41 ErnestCole 
P 6 _— Chris Pavasaris 
PR 24 Larry Taylor 


BIG EAST 


BOB STOWELL / UCONN ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS 


6-1 248 So. 
5-11 200 Sr. 
56 167 Jr. 


63 243 dr 
5 216 Jr. 
6-0 201 So. 
5-1 181 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


BIG EAST 


Date 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 9 
Nov. 18 


Opponent 

at North Carolina 
Illinois 

Buffalo 

Howard 

at South Florida* 
at Navy 

at Pitt 

@ Connecticut** 
A Louisville* 

at Cincinnati 
Nov. 25 Syracuse 

Dec.2 mat West Virginia 
*Thursday “Friday “Sunday 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


SCARLET 
KNIGHTS DATA 
Stadium: Rutgers (artificial, 41,500) 
Site: Piscataway, N.J. 

Coach: Greg Schiano (19-39, 

5 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Craig Ver Steeg (4th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Greg Schiano (6th year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: None 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 7-5, 4-3/T3rd Big 
East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Ray Rice 

(195 att., 1,120 yards, 5 TDs) 
Passing: Mike Teel 
(51-101-10, 683 yards, 2 TDs) 
Receiving: Brian Leonard 
(55 rec., 568 yards, 6 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Illinois L, 33-30 (OT) 
Villanova W, 38-6 

at Buffalo W, 17-3 

Pitt W, 37-29 
West Virginia L, 27-14 

at Syracuse W, 31-9 

at Connecticut W, 26-24 
Navy W, 31-21 
South Florida L, 45-31 

at Louisville L, 56-5 
Cincinnati W, 44-9 
Arizona State* L, 45-40 
*Insight Bowl 
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6. RUTGERS 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Rutgers uses a pro style offense 
and is one of the few teams that still utilizes both a fullback 
and a tailback in most of its formations. The Scarlet Knights 
like to throw the ball downfield but use a powerful running 
game first to loosen up a defense. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The offense will be built around 
fullback Brian Leonard and tailback Ray Rice. Leonard is a 
unique combination of power and speed and will hurt opposing 
teams as a runner and a receiver. Leonard also is a devastating 
blocker who will open plenty of holes for the speedy Rice. The 
departure of record-setting quarterback Ryan Hart leaves Mike 
Teel, who has appeared in nine games and started three, as 
the quarterback with the most experience, though coaches are 
excited about redshirt freshman Jabulani Lovelace. The team 
will miss the game-breaking ability of receiver Tres Moses, but 
Shawn Tucker and Willie Foster have experience, and Tiquan 
Underwood has loads of potential. Tight end Clark Harris is one 
of the best at his position in the country. The line returns 
three starters, including superb center Darnell Stapleton, but it 
must fill the hole left by the loss of All-Big East guard John 
Glass. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is a 4-3 team with an empha- 
sis on pressure. Coach Greg Schiano likes to attack the quar- 
terback, and the Scarlet Knights’ blitz packages can cause fits 
for opponents. Schiano formerly was coordinator at Miami, 
and there is a strong presence of Floridians on his defense. 
Translation: The defense is built on speed. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Ryan Neill and Val Barnaby were 
disruptive ends last season, but both are gone. The spots will 
have to be filled by underclassmen, so it is reasonable to 
expect the Scarlet Knights’ production from those positions to 
decrease. That should affect the play of tackle Ramel Meekins, 
the lone returning starter on the line because he is likely to 
see more double-teams. All three starting linebackers return, 
including middle linebacker Devraun Thompson, who was sec- 
ond on the team with 97 tackles. The strength of the defense 
will be in the secondary, where three of four starters return. 
Safety Courtney Greene was a freshman All-American, and 
cornerback Derrick Roberson is one of the top players at his 
position in the conference. 

COACHING STAFF Schiano’s hard work and perseverance 
finally paid off in Year 5 of his rebuilding program. He 
steadily has improved the Scarlet Knights’ talent base and 
now hopes to take the program to an even higher level. He 
served as defensive coordinator last season, and his impact 
was evident. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Steady kicker Jeremy Ito is back, and 
punter Joe Radigan also returns. Foster was the Big East's 
special teams player of the year after averaging 24.5 yards per 
kickoff return and 10.9 on punt returns. 

BOTTOM LINE Rutgers turned the corner last year by 
making it to the postseason for the first time since 1978. This 
year, the program must prove that was no fluke. Although the 
team is a. inexperienced in key areas, it has enough returning 
talent to pull that off. A relatively easy nonconference 
schedule that includes Division |-AA Howard and Division |-A 
basement-dweller Buffalo also should help, 


Pos. No. Name 
WR 84 Willie Foster 
7 ___Tiquan Underwood — 
tT 77 Pedro Sosa 
Kevin Haslem 
LG 72 Mike Fladell 
67 Corey Hyman 
C 53 Darnell Stapleton 
75 Dave McClain 
RG 63 Cameron Stephenson 
. 70 Mike Gilmartin 
RT 71 Jeremy Zuttah 
79 Carl Howard 
TE 81 Clark Harris — 
85 Sam Johnson 
WR 4 — Shawn Tucker 
9 Marcus Daniels 
QB 14° Mike Teel 
15 _ Jabulani Lovelace 
RB 27 Ray Rice 
22 Dimitri Linton 
FB 23 Brian Leonard 
32 Jean Beljour 
K 1 Jeremy Ito 
KR 84 Willie Foster 
Pos. No. Name 
— 90 Jamaal Westerman 
97 Pete Tverdov 
T 56 Eric Foster 
98 George Eshareturi 
T 60 Ramel Meekins 
93 Chris Dirksz 
E 35 William Beckford 
92 Gary Watts 
WLB 52 Chenry Lewis 
47 Brandon Renkart 
MLB 55 Devraun Thompson 
34 Kevin Malast 
SLB 50 Quintero Frierson 
51 Chris Quaye 
CB oft Derrick Roberson 
26 Manny Collins 
SS. 43 Ron Girault 
20 Robert Baham _ 
FS 36 Courtney Greene 
6 Glen Lee 
CB 24 = Joe Porter 
28 Leslie Jackman 
P 30 Joe Radigan 
PR 84 Willie Foster 


Ht Wt Ch 


510 170 Sr. 
62 175 So. 
6-5 300 Jr. 
67 290 Fr. 


68 318 dr. 


63 250 Sr. 


6-2 200. Sr. 


Ht. Wt. Cl. 
63 252 So. 


___ 64 235 So. 


6-2 260 Jr. 
63 284 Jr. 
6-0 280 Sr. 


61 280 So. 


“Gl 222 Sr. 


63 225 Jr. 
5-11 220 Sr. 
62 220 So. 
6-1 235 Sr. 
6-0 230 So. 
5-10 175 Sr. 
510 180 Sr. 
5-1 195 dr. 
6-0 195 So, 
6-1 180 So. 
62 195 So. 
6-0 200 Sr. 
5-1 175 So. 
6-5 220 Sr. 
5-10 170 Sr, 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


63 240 So. 
6-3 235 So. 
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BIG EAST 


7. CINCINNATI 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Bearcats want to build around 
a strong running game, but they aren't opposed to throwing 
often if that's what a defense gives them. They look to create 
mismatches with their wide receivers and hit big plays down- 
field. Efficiency in the red zone—scoring touchdowns instead 
of settling for field-goal attempts—is a major point of empha- 
sis for a more experienced cast this season. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The offense was one of the worst in 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Eastern Kentucky 
Sept.8 a Pitt* 

Sept. 16 mat Ohio State 
Sept. 23 at Virginia Tech 
Sept. 30 Miami (Ohio) 


Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 


Akron 
at Louisville 


the Big East last year. On the bright side, it also was one of 
the youngest. Just about everybody is back: Wide receiver 


UC SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS 


Oct. 21 South Florida Derick Ross and punter Chet Ervin are the only two departed 
Oct.28 @ Syracuse players with any offensive stats in 2005. Tailback Bradley 
Nov. 11 at West Virginia Glatthaar is a locomotive who plowed his way to a team-high Posi No. Name HE. WC 
Nov.18 Rutgers 620 yards and seven touchdowns; Greg Moore, Butler Benton ym ” scales E + rd - 
a at Connecticut and Mike Daniels also figure to make contributions to the run- LT 72 Digger Bujnoch 7, 65 200" ie 
B Toughest game @ Must win ning game this year. Whoever is running will be led by mam- 11 Jeffrey Linkenbach 66-315, 
A Best chance to pull an upset moth fullback Doug Jones. Quarterback Dustin Grutza showed LG 57 Jeff Reinstatler 62 287 Sr. 
poise as he led the offense as a redshirt freshman last year. ___78 Frank Straub _ 66 310 Sr 
BEARCATS Tight end Brent Celek is one of the best in the Big East, and Pan peo 3 a oc 
DATA “- Earnest Jackson and Antwuan Giddens lead a talented group RG net iad ye 300 e 
Stadium: Nippert (artificial, of wide receivers. The line lost three starters but should make 63 Jon Tobin 62 290 Jr 
35,000) i i i 66 JP. . , 
Ay ew progress behind tackle Digger Bujnoch. RT 66 J.P. Simon 66 310 Jr. 
Site: Cincinnati ; DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Bearcats coach Mark Dantonio, a T7 Jeremy Bolton = 6-5 310. 
Coach: Mark Dantonio (Tis12, former coordinator at Ohio State, emphasizes speed and con- TE 85 Brent Celek 6-4 255 Sr. 
aoe eaednate stant pressure. The Bearcats are aggressive, and they force WR 7 Sommer Bane on Se. 
Don Treadwell (3rd year, 4th at turnovers and look to stuff the run in an effort to make oppo- 24 Jared Martin = 61180 Fr 
school) nents one-dimensional. 0B 4 Dustin Grutza 6-2 202 So. 
Defensive coordinator: DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Cincinnati gave up a Big East- 9 Nick Davila 63 200 Sr. 
Pat Narduzzi (3rd year) worst 401.6 yards and 31.4 points per game as one of the RB 48 Greg Moore 62 225 Jr. 
Offensive scheme: Multiple league's most inexperienced defenses last season. But with a riapeae oe a = snp 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 10 returning starters, Dantonio is building a unit that is both 34 way 61 240 50. 
Last league title won: 2002 fast and physical. The secondary is deep and experienced, led K 15 Kevin Lovell 5-10 155 Sr 
(tie, C-USA) by corners Mike Mickens, an All-Big East second-teamer as a KR 16 Dominick Goodman 61 200 So. 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 freshman, and Antoine Horton and safety Dominic Ross. 
2005 record: 4-7, 2-5/T6th Middle linebacker Kevin McCullough returns along with hier Sak 2aeD 
Big East outside linebackers Corey Smith and Anthony Williams. Pos. No. Name_ ___Ht. Wt ch. 
RETURNING Tackle Terrill Byrd leads a solid line that will have i replace E B sea ites + a 
LEADERS Le eaten Adam Roberts (team-high 12'/ tackles T 95 Terrill Byrd = 6-1 285 So. 
; OF 1OSS, SIX SACKS). 67 Adam Hoppel 62 270 So. 
ioe alae SPECIAL TEAMS Leftfooted kicker Kevin Lovell, who was ia Caer Ty *  360r235. Srv 
Passing: Dustin Grutza just 1-for-5 on field-goal attempts outside 35-yards, needs to ____54 Jon Newton 6-3 290 Jr 
(168-300-11, 1799 yards, tt TDs) extend his range to become a bigger weapon. The staff is E ie kcklemheg Be - a 
Receiving: Earnest Jackson looking for candidates to replace four-year starter Ervin as the OLB 42 CoreySmith ~~ «61-215 cae 
(27 rec., 364 yards, 3 TDs) Bearcats’ punter. Dominick Goodman and Mike Daniels are 31 Jon Carpenter == 6-0 230 Jr 
dangerous return men. MLB 52 Kevin McCullough 6-2 240 Sr. 
2005 RESULTS COACHING STAFF Dantonio, in his third year at Cincinnati, 45 Ryan Manalac 6-0 215 So. 
Eastern Michigan W, 28-26 is one of the better tacticians in the conference. His excellent OLB 37 Anthony Williams 6-1 200 Jr, 
at Penn State L, 42-24 coaching pedigree—serving under Jim Tressel, Glen Mason eh ee 
Western Carolina W, 7-3 : ’ Z ; CB 21 Mike Mickens 6-0 165 So. 
Seek ' and Nick Saban—will be key as he builds the Bearcats into a 19 Marshawn Gilyard 61 180 So. 
at Miami (Ohio) 4416 successful program. Offensive coordinator Don Treadwell is a FS 13  HarukiNakamura «5-10 185 Jr. 
ya ie ‘ he former receiver with 22 years’ coaching experience. 38 JaJuanHall = 60195 Sr 
Louisville L. 46-22 BOTTOM LINE Dantonio led a senior-laden group to a bowl $8 49 Dominic Ross 6-0 200 Sr 
at Syracuse W, 22-16 victory in his first year, but his youthful team struggled to a Fs = erent x ee oie 
West Virginia L, 38-0 four-win season in 2005. A talented recruiting class has the 5 poche me 541 190 Sr 
at South Florida —L, 31-16 program on the right track, but a rough schedule—road trips P 88 BrianStel .. 61 220 Jr 
at Rutgers L, 44-9 to Ohio State, Virginia Tech, Louisville and West Virginia— PR 26 Mike Daniels 5-7 185 Sr. 


makes a winning season unrealistic. Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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BIG EAST eo 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Wake Forest 
Sept.9  lowa 

Sept. 16 at Illinois 

Sept. 23 Miami (Ohio) 
Sept. 30 Wyoming 

Oct. 7 A Pitt 

Oct.14 mat West Virginia 
Oct. 21 —_ Louisville 
Oct.28 at Cincinnati 
Nov. 11 at South Florida 
Nov.18 @Connecticut 
Nov. 25 at Rutgers 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


ORANGE DATA 
Stadium: Carrier Dome 
(artificial, 49,262) 

Site: Syracuse, N.Y. 

Coach: Greg Robinson (1-10, 

1 year) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Brian White (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Greg Robinson (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: West Coast 


Defensive scheme: Attacking 4-3 
Last league title won: 2004 (tie) 


Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 1-10, 0-7/8th Big 
East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Kareem Jones 

(42 att., 108 yards, 0 TDs) 
Passing: Perry Patterson 
(168-289-10, 1,851 yards, 7 TDs) 
Receiving: Tim Lane 

(27 rec., 341 yards, 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
West Virginia L, 15-7 
Buffalo W, 31-0 
Virginia L, 27-24 
at Florida State —L, 38-17 
at Connecticut L, 26-7 
Rutgers L, 31-9 
at Pitt L, 34-17 
Cincinnati L, 22-16 
South Florida L, 27-0 
at Notre Dame L, 34-10 
at Louisville L, 41-17 
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8. SYRACUSE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Orange, which is in Year 2 of 
the Greg Robinson era, still is trying to make the transition to 
a West Coast offense. Last season, the offense was composed 
of players recruited by former coach Paul Pasqualoni, who ran 
a freeze option system, and it struggled because the talent 
did not fit the system. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Orange could improve a whole 
lot and still not be good. How bad was it? The offense aver- 
aged 257 yards (No. 115) and 13.8 points (No. 114) per game. 
The troubles began with quarterback Perry Patterson, who 
completed fewer than half his passes and threw more inter- 
ceptions than TD passes. Patterson's top two receivers, Tim 
Lane and Rice Moss, return, but they combined for only 740 
yards and one touchdown. Damien Rhodes is gone, so the 
team will break in a new running back. Three players are in 
the running, including Kareem Jones, the leading returning 
rusher from last season. The Orange allowed 37 sacks but 
have two line starters returning, headed by potential standout 
Carroll Madison. It is hard to imagine this offense scaring 
anyone, but if it can protect Patterson, and he plays more 
consistently, it might be good enough to keep the Orange in 
some games. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Syracuse is a 4-3 team that 
emphasizes attacking. Robinson likes to bring pressure from 
a variety of areas and would like to develop a big-play 
defense. Once the talent is rebuilt, the Orange should rank 
near the top of the Big East in sacks, forced turnovers and 
tackles for loss. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Syracuse was last in the Big East 
against the run (187.3 yards per game) and next to last in 
total (372.7) and scoring defense (26.8). Now the team must 
replace its top three players: safety Anthony Smith and ends 
Ryan LaCasse and James Wyche, who all were NFL draft picks. 
Only four starters return, two of them in the front seven. 
Cornelius Campbell should fill some of the void on the line. 
He can play end or tackle. Starting safety Dowayne Davis and 
corner Tanard Jackson are back, and both are all-conference- 
caliber players. Kelvin Smith figures to be one of the 
Big East's top linebackers. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Brendan Carney led the Big East in punting 
average last year and will be one of the best in the land this 
fall. He had plenty of opportunity to practice—his 82 punts 
also led the conference. John Barker likely will be the kicker. 
Jones will return kicks, and Bruce Williams is the leading can- 
didate to return punts. 

COACHING STAFF Offensive coordinator Brian White has 
coached several quarterbacks who are now in the NFL and has 
plenty of experience running successful offenses, Robinson is 
the defensive coordinator. Secondary coach Jim Salgado is 
considered @ rising star. 

BOTTOM LINE |t doesn't look good for the Orange, but it 
was well known when Robinson was hired that he faced a 
massive rebuilding program. The team still has far too many 
holes to believe it will take much of a step forward, and the 
schedule offers few breaks—it includes a nonconference game 
against lowa and a brutal opening stretch of Big East play, 
against Pitt, West Virginia and Louisville. 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 12 Rice Moss 6-2 201 Jr. 
82 _TajSmith 184 
LT 64 Corey Chavers 6-5 295 So, 
72_lan Hammond 630 308 Jr 
LG 59 Carroll Madison 6-2 316 So. 
16 MikeSklarosky = "4277 Sr. 
C 60 Justin Outten 6-1 274 Sr. 
6T MarvinMcCal 62292 dr 
RG 75 Ryan Durand 6-5 312 So. 
__ 68 David Bouchard 6-5 297 So. 
RT 78 Eugene Newsome 6-7 322 So, 
_ 74 RyanEhrie 6-6 295 Fr. 
TE 84 Brandon Darlington 6-4 260 Sr. 
_89 Tom Ferron EO;3) = /conmo0., 
WR 81 TimLane 6-2 206 Sr. 
80 LavarLobdel 63201 
QB 10 PerryPatterson 6-4 242 Sr. 
5 Joe Fields 61 215 Jor. 
RB 31 Paul Chiara 5-1 210 Fr. 
22 Curtis Brinkley 55-9197 __ So. 
FB 38 Breyone Evans 6-0 239 So, 
43 TonyFiammetta = 64 237 So, 
K 6 — John Barker 5-8 148 So. 
KR 21 Kareem Jones 5-11 211 So. 
a ne a Pal] 
Pos. No. Name_ = Ht Wt. Cl. 
E 95 Nick Santiago 6-3 298 So. 
____61__ Brandon Gilbeaux 6-3 256 Fr. 
NT 56 Chris Thorner 6-4 299 Jr. 
97 Arthur Jones 6-4 283 Fr. 
T  51_—Tony Jenkins 63 285 Jr, 
99 Cornelius Campbell _—-6-4_-290_ Jr 
E 55 Lee Williams 63 262 Jr. 
52 Jameel McClain 61252 Ir 
WLB 57 Jerry Mackey 61 233 Sr. 
; 30 Vincent Giruzzi 63 230 So. 
MLB 8 ~~ Kelvin Smith 6-2 233 Sr. 
45_Jake Flaherty 61222 So. 
SLB 19 Luke Cain 6-0 225 Sr. 
_ 33 Ben Maljovec 6-3 214 So, 
LCB 28 Tanard Jackson 6-1 193 Sr. 
___14 Quinton Brown Si 74 Jr. 
SS 26 Dowayne Davis 6-0 200 Jr. 
86 Bruce Williams —_ 6-0 190 So 
FS 17 AJ. Brown 6-0 193 So, 
___18 _ Reggie McCoy 6-0 197 So. 
RCB 4 Terrell Lemon 5-10 180 Sr. 
__ 27 Nick Chestnut 5-1 182 So. 
P 47 Brendan Carney 6-5 205 Sr. 
PR 86 Bruce Williams 6-0 190 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


MWC chases 
TCU, which 
chases BCS 


The Mountain West 
hoped to bring strength 
and credibility to the 
league when it added 
TCU in 2005. The con- 
ference might have got- 
ten more than it bar- 
gained for. 

The Horned Frogs not 
only won the league 
championship in their 
first year, they made it 
look easy. 

That's good news/bad 
news for the rest of the 
Jeague. The good: TCU 
could be even better. 
That's good, because the 
Frogs could carry the 
MWC banner into a BCS 
bowl like Utah did in 
2004, when league 
members were showered 
with unexpected mil- 
lions as a result. The 
bad: The eight other 
teams realize they have 
to raise the bar if they 
want to compete with 
with the Horned Frogs. 


UNIT RANKING 


Player who must 
step up 

Shaun Carney, QB, 
Air Force. Carney has 
been dazzling at times 
the past two seasons. 
However, the Falcons 
are coming off their 
first back-to-back losing 
seasons in the storied 
22-year career of coach 
Fisher DeBerry. Carney 
has got to step up and 
be the catalyst. 


Biggest shoes to fill 

DonTrell Moore, RB, 
New Mexico. There's no 
bigger hole to fill in the 
MWC than the canyon 
in New Mexico's back- 
field created by the 
graduation of Moore, 
the MWC's four-time 
rushing champion and 
all-time leading rusher. 
Martelius Epps, who 
had five yards on three 
carries last season, is 
considered the leading 
candidate to replace 
Moore. 

Jovon Bouknight, 
WR, Wyoming. He was a 
threat to score from 
anywhere as a receiver and 
return specialist. Time for 


VLADIMIR CHERRY 


”n 
S 
= ’ rSH'< OFFENSE DEFENSE Special 
% Ascending HV IEC)ED FINISH Backfield WRs Line Overall Line LBs DBs Overall teams Coaches Tyler Holden to become 
S BYU. Second-year coach Wyoming's go-to guy. 
= Bronco Mendenhall dreams of 1. 1CU is: Ee 1 Bes 
< ___ the day when the Cougars 2. Utah EM SS SR EE Newcomers to watch 
E return to a position of domi- 3. BYU ae NS |. SS | Rocky Hinds, QB, UNLV. 
= nance within the league, and A Colorado State 5. a ES 6.9. 4 tee "3 The Southern California 
= he's not far off. Don't expect a sites ad RE EES 6.5 transfer could be just the guy 
3 6. San Diego State wa: See mee igh 
return to national promi- 7. Wyoming ‘eo are ne to ignite Mike Sanford’s 
Curtis Brown nence this season, but the 8 Ar pee 429. 8) ees 9 7 spread offense. 
a z Cougars, with quarterback 9, UNLV CU ec) Me: ae | Mil'Von James and Eric 
% John Beck and running back Wright, CBs, UNLV. James, a 
(= Curtis Brown, have more than Not only have they lost their Most underrated player UCLA transfer, and Wright, a 
F& — enough offense to compete status as perennial MWC con- Jeff Ballard, QB, TCU. He USC transfer, should boost a 
S with anyone. tenders, but they aren't even didn't have the big-time secondary that needs help. 
; = the best academy. Air Force numbers of BYU's John Beck Joe Faifili, DT, Utah. The 
rz Descending has gone 6-18 the past three but all Ballard did was go 8-0 heralded Hawaiian has 
a Air Force. What the heck seasons and doesn't appear after replacing Tye Gunn in enough size and talent to 
Brian Johnson has happened to the Falcons? to primed for a turnaround. the starting lineup. make an immediate impact. 
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MWC SCOUTING 


UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING 


Best coach 

Gary Patterson, TCU. He 
has yet to lose a MWC game. 
Any questions? 


Best staff 

TCU. With Patterson lead- 
ing the way, TCU has become 
a force in Texas recruiting. His 
staffs game-day preparations 
are solid, and the team plays 
with passion. 


Coach on the hot seat 

Fisher DeBerry, Air Force. 
He's a legend, but fans are 
getting uneasy after back-to- 
back losing seasons. 


Games to watch 

Texas Tech at TCU, Sept. 16. 
TCU's BCS push would be aug- 
mented by a win over a Top 25 
team. If TCU is going to make 


a BCS run, a win over the Red 
Raiders would be the perfect 
way to begin the push. 

TCU at Utah, Oct. 5. The 
new champ takes on the old 


‘champ in a Thursday night 


rematch of last year’s over- 
time thriller. 


Bowl bound 

TCU has the schedule and 
the talent for a BCS run. BYU, 
Utah and Colorado State have 
shots at the postseason, along 
with New Mexico and San 
Diego State. 


Best bets 

This will be the year of the 
running back in the Mountain 
West, headed by TCU's trio of 
Lonta Hobbs, Robert Merrill 
and Aaron Brown. There's also 
Colorado State’ Kyle Bell, 
BYU's Curtis Brown, San Diego 


State's Lynell Hamilton and 
Wyoming's Wynel Seldon. ... 

If Utah quarterback Brian 
Johnson stays healthy, he 
could be the best pass-run 
threat in the country. ... The 
annual battle between 
Colorado State and Colorado 
at Denver's Invesco Field will 
draw 75,000 people and offer 
the annual dose of bad 
blood—especially after 
Colorado forced the Rams to 
play in Boulder the past two 
seasons. ... If Air Force can't 
beat Navy on October 7 to end 
a two-year losing streak to the 
Mids, the calls for DeBerry’s 
retirement will get louder. ... 
Circle November 25, That's 
the day the league title could 
be determined when BYU 
plays at Utah and TCU is at 
Colorado State. TSN 


ALL-CONFERENCE 


Pos.Name,school § | —_—_—sYH#t,_—CSWt..sCd 
WR Johnny Walker, Colorado State 60 190 Jr. 
WR Brian Hernandez, Utah 6-0 175 Sr. 
TE Jonny Harline, BYU 6-4 226 Sr. 
T Herbert Taylor, TCU 6-4 287 Sr. 
T Robert Turner, New Mexico 6-4 325 Sr. 
G Josh Day, Colorado State 6-4 304 Sr. 
G Dallas Reynolds, BYU 6-4 345 So. 
C Nick Allotta, Colorado State 6-3 304 Jr. 
QB John Beck, BYU 62 212 Sr. 
RB Curtis Brown, BYU 6-0 205 Sr. 
RB Kyle Bell, Colorado State 6-2 226 Jr. 
E Chase Ortiz, TCU 6-3 250 Jr. 
E Tommy Blake, TCU 63 250 Jr. 
T Howie Fuimaono, UNLV 6-0 335 Sr. 
LB Cameron Jensen, BYU 6-2 241 Sr. 
LB Jason Phillips, TCU 6-1 240 So, 
LB Beau Bell, UNLV 63 235 Jr. 
LB Joe Martin, San Diego State . 6-1 225 Sr. 
CB Chris Sutton, Air Force 6-0 180 Sr. 
CB Robert Herbert, Colorado State 6-1 208 Sr. 
S Marvin White, TCU 62 200 Sr. 
S Eric Weddle, Utah 6-0 200 Sr. 
K — Sergio Aguayo, UNLV 61 200 Jr. 
P Derek McLaughlin, BYU 6-1 203 Sr. 
KR Johnny Walker, Colorado State 6-0 190 Jr. 


Offense: John Beck, 0B, BYU 
Defense: Eric Weddle, SS, Utah 


1, Utah. The Utes loaded up on the 
defensive line. DT Joe Faifili is the 
headliner. Junior college DT Aaron 
Tonga is an instant-impact player. 
OL Walter Watts has star potential. 
2. TCU. The Horned Frogs do it each 
year with Texas talent. WR Clint Renfro 
is one to watch. Junior college transfer 
Ryan Sefton leads a strong group of 
offensive linemen. Andy Dalton might 
be the future quarterback, 

3. BYU, The Cougars added help on 


Wynel 
Seldon 
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both lines. DTs Matangi Tonga and offensive line. 
Romney Fuga could play right away. OL Ryan Griffith is 
QB James Lark might be special heralded but needs 
down the road. WR McKay Jacobson time. LB Michael 


had numerous offers. 

4. UNLV. Junior college WR Aaron 
Straiten could be a weapon. The 
offensive line got a needed boost, 
headed by junior college standout 
Johan Asiata. 

5, Colorado State. The Rams mined 
several states and boosted their 


Johnson is a speedy addition. 

6. San Diego State. Chuck Long land- 
ed several promising defensive ends, 
led by junior college recruit Brian 
Stanbra. RBs Brandon Sullivan and 
Davon Brown inject speed. 

7. New Mexico. RB Michael Love is 
a local star who stayed home. Junior 


Offense: Rocky Hinds, OB, UNLV 
Defense: Joe Faifili, 1, Utah 


college recruit Jermaine McQueen 
tops a deep pool of wideotts. 

8. Wyoming. ATH Greg Bolling is a 
huge pickup. Junior colelge QB lan 


Hetrick could figure in prominently. 


9. Air Force. The Falcons don't 
release their signings. 


-Jeremy Crabtree, Rivals.com 


RUSHING Player, school, class 
1. Kyle Bell, Colorado State, Jr. 

2. Curtis Brown, BYU, Sr. 

3. Wynel Seldon, Wyoming, So. 

4, Robert Merrill, TCU, Sr. 


5. Lynell Hamilton, San Diego State, Jr. 


PASSING Player, school, class 
1. Brian Johnson, Utah, Jr. 

2. Jeff Ballard, TCU, Sr. 

3. John Beck, BYU, Sr. 

4. Kole McKamey, New Mexico, Sr. 


5, Kevin O'Connell, San Diego State, Jr. 


RECEIVING Player, school, class 
1. Jonny Harline, BYU, Sr. 

2. Brian Hernandez, Utah, Sr. 

3. Johnny Walker, Colorado State, Jr. 
4, Kory Sperry, Colorado State, Jr. 
5. Michael Ford, Wyoming, Jr. 


ong Avg. Long TD YPG NCAArk. 
‘ se 1,288 47 49 10 107.3 22 
12 210 1,123 5.3 64 4 93.6 4l 
Nl 187 871 47 69 N 79.2 59. 
12 187 on 49 39 10 75.9 63 
i} 190 819 43 53 9 45 64 
G Comp Att. Pct. Int. Yds. Yds./att. TD Rating NCAArk. 
10 86210 330 636 7: 2,892 8.8 18 = 151.0 i} 
10 «139 232,539.97 «1,801 7.8 13 137.6 31 
2 331 513 645 13 3,709 7.2 27 ~—s«137.6 32 
9 44 231 623 9 1,682 73 13) 743 38 
120 233’) 37Sh 9621) 912" 2,663: za 19 132.1 47 
G Rec. Yds. Long TD RPG YPR YPG  NCAArk. 
12 63 = 853 37 5 5.3 13.5 71 57 
tt 39 709 60 3 3.6 18.2 64.5 68 
12 43 663 54 2 3.6 15.4 55.2 = 
12 42-574 43 4 3.5 13.7 45.6 z 
i} 29 421 38 0 2.6 14.5 38.3 >: 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Baylor 
Sept.9  UC-Davis 

Sept. 16 a Texas Tech 
Sept. 28 @ BYU* 

Oct.5 at Utah* 
Oct.21 at Army 

Oct. 28 Wyoming 

Nov.4 — at UNLV 

Nov. 11 at New Mexico 
Nov. 18 San Diego State 
Nov. 25 at Colorado State 
Dec:2 Air Force 
*Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


HORNED 
FROGS DATA 
Stadium: Amon G. Carter (grass, 
44,008) 

Site: Fort Worth, Texas 

Coach: Gary Patterson (43-18, 
5 years; 9th year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: Mike 
Schultz (6th year, 9th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Dick Bumpas (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-2-5 

Last league title won: 2005 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 11-1, 8-0/Ist MWC 


Rushing: Robert Merrill 

(187 att., 911 yards, 10 TDs) 
Passing: Jeff Ballard 
(139-232-7, 1,801 yards, 13 TDs) 
Receiving: Quentily Harmon 
(28 rec., 318 yards, 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Oklahoma W, 17-10 

at SMU L, 21-10 

Utah W, 23-20 (OT) 
at BYU W, 51-50 (OT) 
New Mexico W, 49-28 

at Wyoming W, 28-14 
Army W, 38-17 

at Air Force W, 48-10 

at San Diego State W, 23-20 
Colorado State = W, 33-6 
UNLV W, 51-3 

lowa State* W, 27-24 
*Houston Bowl 


ScourinG REPORTS BY RaNoy Howz, Rocxy MOUNTAIN News 


1. TU 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Led by coordinator Mike Schultz, 
the Horned Frogs’ attack is all about balance. Look for more of 
the same because quarterback Jeff Ballard will use his year of 
experience to rely on all of his weapons. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL When veteran quarterback Tye 
Gunn went down in Game 4 last year, no one figured on his 
green replacement, Ballard, leading the Frogs to an 8-0 record 
the rest of the way. But Ballard had a magical season and will 
build on that as a senior. TCU also returns its top two rushers 
from a year ago, Robert Merrill and 2005 MWC Freshman of 
the Year Aaron Brown. And Lonta Hobbs, a 1,000-yard rusher 
in ‘02, returns from a groin injury that ruined last year. There's 
work to do on the line, however, as just one starter is back. 
But he's a good one: tackle Herbert Taylor. He might be the 
MWC's best blocker. At wideout, Cory Rodgers is off to the NFL, 
paving the way for Quentily Harmon, Michael DePriest and 
Donald Massey to emerge as reliable targets. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Maybe no defense in the nation 
improved as much as TCU's did last year. Credit coordinator 
Dick Bumpas. The '04 Frogs allowed five opponents to score 
more than 40 points. Last fall, only one foe scored more than 
28 on the Frogs’ speed-oriented 4-2-5 scheme. TCU's aim is to 
use its speed to get multiple players to the ball. It worked so 
well last year that the Frogs’ final five MWC opponents scored 
a total of only 53 points. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The two best ends in the MWC a 
year ago, Tommy Blake and Chase Ortiz, return for another 
season of badgering quarterbacks. They combined for 16 sacks 
last fall. Linebacker Jason Phillips looks to build on a smash- 
ing debut. Robert Henson also is a standout. Safety Marvin 
White is a headhunter. The biggest question is at cornerback, 
where the Frogs must replace the aggressive, big-play duo of 
Quincy Butler and Drew Coleman. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Last year, kicker Chris Manfredini was 
automatic. Literally. He hit all 13 field goals he tried. 
Combined with the 10-of-11 he hit while kicking for Cincinnati 
in 2003, this guy has nailed 23-of-24 career kicks. The Frogs’ 
emphasis on special teams is exemplified by the presence of a 
designated long-range kicker, Peter LoCoco. In addition to 
excelling on kickoffs, LoCoco hit a 52-yarder against Wyoming 
and booted the game-winning kick in the bow! win over lowa 
State. Punter Brian Cortney lacks a big leg but has touch. The 
return game will miss Rodgers’ big-play skills. He ran back two 
kickoffs for touchdowns last year. Massey, DePriest or Marcus 
Brock must emerge. 

COACHING STAFF How many guys have led their school to 
three 10-win seasons? TCU's Gary Patterson has. He's done it 
with a bright, clever staff and the ability to recruit talented 
kids who play their hearts out. Can a better compliment be 
paid to a coach? 

BOTTOM LINE Anyone who says he projected the Horned 
Frogs to steamroll the Mountain West in their first year is 
telling you a lie. But it didn’t take Amos Alonzo Stagg to know 
early last season (remember the win at Oklahoma?) that this 
talented, driven team was the class of the league. The Frogs 
will be again. 


Pos. No. Name _ Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 3 Marcus Brock 6-0 185 Jr. 
13 DerekMoore 63174 
LT 78 Herbert Taylor 6-4 287 Sr. 
79 _ Nic Richmond 6-8 300 Fr. 

(G 65 Giles Montgomery 65 275 So. 
__ 60 _Preston Phillips _ 66 285 So. 
C 75 Blake Schlueter 63 275 So 
50 Tyler Marrou 5 MBF 
RG 64 Matty Linder 6-4 293 Jr. 
___T7__ Maurice Bouldwin 6-4 290 Sr. 
RT 71 Wade Sisk 67 270 Jr 
_ 63 Heath Raetz 65 280 So. 
TE 81 Chad Andrus 6-5 246 Sr. 
____ 80 Brent Hecht 6-4 270 Sr. 
WR 19 Michael DePriest 6-0 192 Sr. 
___21_Ervin Dickerson 61200 Jr 
WR 18 Quentily Harmon 6-1 184 Sr. 
2 _ Donald Massey 5-11 170 So. 

QB 16 Jeff Ballard 6-1 208 Sr. 
12 Chad Huffman 61 206 Jr. 
RB 33 Robert Merrill 5-10 204 Sr. 
30 Lonta Hobbs 5-10 220 Sr. 

K 44 Chris Manfredini 5-9 170 Jr. 
KR 2 Donald Massey 5-1 170 So 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
E 93 Chase Ortiz 6-3 250 Jr. 
___ 83 _Jared Retkofsky 65 270 Sr. 
T 56 Cody Moore 61 275 So, 
55 _ James Vess 63 260 So. 
NT 99 Lorenzo Jones 6-4 300 So. 
___58__Jarrarcea Williams 6-0 310 Sr_ 
E 97 Tommy Blake 6-3 250 Jr. 
____ 95 Jamison Newby 63 252 Sr. 
MLB 39 Jason Phillips 6-1 240 So. 
_35_ Andrew Ward 2232S 
SLB 46 David Hawthorne 6-0 235 Jr 
___51__ Robert Henson — 6-1 222 So. 
LCB 20 Nick Sanders 5-10 170 Fr. 
__7 __ Mike Salvage 510 190 Sr. 
SS 25 Eric Buchanan 5-11 196 Sr. 
6 Brian Bonner — 5-203 Jr. 

FS 27 David Roach 62 200 Jr 
38 Steven Coleman 63 205 So. 
WS 26 Marvin White 6-2 200 Sr. 
6 _ Brian Bonner 5-1 203 Jr. 
RCB 14 Rafael Priest 5-10 175 Fr. 
9 Vernon Russell 6-0 195 Sr. 

P 40 Brian Cortney 6-4 215 Sr. 
PR 3 Marcus Brock 6-0 185 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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MWC 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 mat UCLA 
Sept.9 Northern Arizona 
Sept.16 at Utah State 
Sept. 23 at San Diego State 
Sept. 30 Boise State 

Oct. 5 a TCU* 

Oct.14 at Wyoming 
Oct.19 at New Mexico* 
Oct. 28 UNLV 

Nov. 11 Colorado State 
Nov, 18 at Air Force 

Nov. 25 @BYU 

“Thursday 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
* Best chance to pull an upset 


UTES DATA 
Stadium: Rice-Eccles (artificial, 
45,017) 

Site: Salt Lake City 

Coach: Kyle Whittingham 

(7-5, 1 year; 13th year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: Andy 
Ludwig (2nd year, 3rd at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Gary Andersen (2nd year, 

9th at school) 

Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2004 
Last year not in a bowl: 2002 
2005 record: 7-5, 4-4/T4th MWC 


Rushing: Brian Johnson 

(152 att., 478 yards, 8 TDs) 
Passing: Brian Johnson 
(210-330-7, 2,892 yards, 18 TDs) 
Receiving: Brian Hernandez 
(39 rec., 709 yards, 3 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Arizona W, 27-24 
Utah State W, 31-7 

at TCU L, 23-20 (0T) 
Air Force W, 38-35 

at North Carolina L, 31-17 

at Colorado State L, 21-17 

San Diego State L, 28-19 » 
at UNLV W, 42-32 
Wyoming W, 43-13 
New Mexico L, 31-27 

at BYU W, 41-34 (OT) 
Georgia Tech* W, 38-10 
“Emerald Bowl 
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2. UTAH 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This spread attack wasn't the 
same without quarterback Alex Smith last year, but it's not 
like the Utes were inept, either. Even without Smith and 
departed mastermind Urban Meyer, Utah led the MWC in 
offense. The Utes again will try to keep foes guessing with an 
array of runs and passes from four-wide spread sets. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Utah has the ultimate luxury: not 
one but two talented and experienced quarterbacks. Starter 
Brian Johnson calmly handled the pressure of stepping into 
Smith's shoes and was having a fine season when he injured 
his knee in the Utes’ second-to-last regular-season game. 
Johnson's injury, which is expected to be healed by the start 
of the season, was a blessing in disguise as junior college 
transfer Brett Ratliff got valuable playing time and led the 
Utes to wins over BYU and Georgia Tech in the Emerald Bowl. 
Ratliff looked terrific in the spring, as Johnson sat out rehab- 
bing. But the Utes must replace running back Quinton 
Ganther, an NFL draft pick, and center Jesse Boone. That's 
why running back and the line are the biggest areas of con- 
cern on offense. Receiver Brian Hernandez will be the Utes’ 
most potent big-play threat if his surgically repaired ankle is 
sound. He should be one of the MWC's best targets. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Utah's aggressive 4-3 scheme 
depends largely on consistent pressure from the line. The 
Utes should be in better shape up front than last year, which 
should have a ripple effect. That's the hope, anyway. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Eric Weddle, the MWC Defensive 
Player of the Year last fall, excels at cornerback and safety and 
will be a dynamic, game-changing force no matter where he 
lines up. He's the kind of all-around talent coaches crave. Casey 
Evans is another standout in the secondary. In the middle of it 
all will be Kelly Talavou, who has moved from nose tackle to the 
tackle position vacated by standout Steve Fifita. Talavou should 
be one of the league's best tackles for one of the conference's 
best lines. Keep an eye on touted incoming freshman tackle Joe 
Faifili. Joe Jiannoni appears ready to replace MWC tackles 
leader Spencer Toone, an NFL draft pick. Jiannoni better be 
ready because there are many questions at linebacker. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The kicking game is unsettled with all- 
conference performer Dan Beardall gone. Louie Sakoda might, 
end up handling field goals, punts and kickoffs. The coaching 
staff would prefer someone else do the punting. Weddle and 
Hernandez are among the candidates in a return game that 
needs to be juiced up. 

COACHING STAFF Whatever Kyle Whittingham did last sea- 
son was going to be a letdown after the Utes’ magical 12-0, 
BCS-busting 2004 season. Fans seem to understand that, and 
they view last year's 7-5, bowl-win finish as a nice building 
block for Whittingham and his capable staff. 

BOTTOM LINE Utah is one of a handful of programs in the 
Mountain West that has the funds, facilities and fan base to 
compete on a national level on a consistent basis. That said, 
Whittingham is the guy who must make it happen. A friendly, 
thoughtful man, he’s an easy guy to root for. And though he 
might never put together a season like Meyer's remarkable '04 
campaign, Whittingham looks to be the right guy to keep 
things cooking in Salt Lake City. 


Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl 
WR 26 Derrek Richards Sil 175 Jr. 
17 FanoTagovailoa 61202 Sr. 
(1 78 Tavo Tupola 6-4 300 Sr. 

70 Jeremy Inferrera 63 296 Jr. 
\G 68 Zane Beadles — 64 308 Fr. 
74 Corey Seiuli 63 326 So. 
C 63 Kyle Gunther 6-4 302 Jr. 

57 __ Tyler Williams 61 292 Fr 
RG 66 Robert Conley 6-1 310 So, 
_ 60 TerrenceApted §§ 63 317 So. 
RT 69 Jason Boone 6-4 300 Jr. 

65 _ Dustin Hensel 67 622 So. 
‘WR 5 — Brent Casteel 510 193 So. 
___27_Sean Smith 63 217 Fr. 
WR 2 Marquis Wilson 5-1 179 So. 

81 Bradon Godfrey 6-3 207 So. 
WR 16 Brian Hernandez 6-0 175 Sr. 
___ 88 Freddie Brown 63217 So. 
OB 15 Brett Ratliff 6-4 224 Sr, 
___ 3.___ Brian Johnson 6-1 205 Jr 
RB 10 Darryl Poston Sil 7) Ss 

20 Mike Liti 5-10 215 Jr. 
K 35 Louie Sakoda 510 175 So. 
KR 26 Derrek Richards St 175 Jr 


Pos. No, Name 


Ht. Wt Cl 


E 93 Martail Burnett 
45 Alex Puccinelli 


6-3 252 Jr. 
G1 245 Jr 


T 98 Kelly Talavou 

92 _ Kenape Eliapo 

NT 90 Paul Soliai 
96 Derek Beardall 


62 305 Sr. 
6-0 290 Fr 
6-4 315 Sr. 
61299 Sr. 


‘—£ 97 Soli Lefiti 


1 Casey Sutera _ 


MLB 44 Joe Jiannoni 
_37__Loma Olevao _ 


6-4 265 Sr. 
63 262 Jr 

6-1 235 Jr. 
61 232 Jr 


SLB 14 Kyle Brady 
_22_Walakai Mokois 


6-1 232 Jr 
62 228 Jr. 


ROV 31 Casey Evans 


54 Taylor Miller 


LCB 29 Eric Shyne 
21 Shaun Harper 

SS 32 Eric Weddle 
82 John Peel 


6-0 200 Sr. 
61 222 Jr 
510 178 Sr. 
5-9 180. Sr. 
6-0 200 Sr. 
62 196 So. 


FS 28 Steve Tate 
82 John Peel 
RCB 6 ~— Brice McCain 


7 __Mombroso Washington _ 


5-11 200 Jr. 


Ta 


5-9 180 So. 
6-0 188_Jr. 


P35 Loule Sakoda 
PR 32 Eric Weddle 


5-10 175 So. 
6-0 200 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Arizona 
Sept.9 Tulsa 

Sept. 16 at Boston College 
Sept. 23 Utah State 

Sept. 28 mat TCU* 

Oct.7 San Diego State 
Oct. 21. UNLV 

Oct.28 at Air Force 
Nov.4  @at Colorado State 
Nov.9  Wyoming* 

Nov.18 New Mexico 

Nov. 25 « at Utah 
"Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


COUGARS DATA 
Stadium: LaVell Edwards (grass, 
64,045) 

Site: Provo, Utah 

Coach: Bronco Mendenhall 

(6-6, 1 year; 4th year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Robert Anae (2nd year, 4th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Bronco Mendenhall (4th year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 2001 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 6-6, 5-3/T2nd MWC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Curtis Brown 

(210 att., 1,123 yards, 14 TDs) 
Passing: John Beck 

(331-513-13, 3,709 yards, 27 TDs) 
Receiving: Jonny Harline 

(63 rec., 853 yards, 5 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Boston College _—_L, 20-3 
Eastern Illinois  W, 45-10 
TCU L, 51-50 (OT) 
at San Diego State L 31-10 

at New Mexico W, 27-24 
Colorado State = W, 24-14 

at Notre Dame L, 49-23 

Air Force W, 62-41 

at UNLV W, 55-14 

at Wyoming W, 35-21 
Utah L, 41-34 (0T) 
California* L, 35-28 
*Las Vegas Bowl 


3. BYU 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Spread offenses are the rage, espe- 
cially in the Mountain West, so it's no surprise BYU has joined 
the club. Bronco Mendenhall, who has a defensive background, 
has entrusted the offense to a well-rounded staff headed by 
assistant head coach/running backs Lance Reynolds and coor- 
dinator Robert Anae. With a year under their belts in the sys- 
tem, the Cougars likely will be more explosive. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Being mentioned in the same breath 
as the greats at this quarterback-blessed place can be nerve- 
wracking, but John Beck still should have a great senior 
season. NFL draft pick Todd Watkins is gone, but Beck will have 
plenty of solid receiving options, led by Nate Meikle. And when 
Beck isn't slinging it, he'll give the ball to Curtis Brown, a 
1,000-yard rusher who also can catch. Tight end Jonny Harline 
is back after leading BYU in receptions last year. He'll be one 
of the nation’s best at his position. A seasoned line will be led 
by tackle Jake Kuresa and guard Dallas Reynolds. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Mendenhall's latest wrinkle 
involves the addition of a linebacker and the subtraction of a 
safety. It's all about getting the 11 best players on the field. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL BYU's depth and talent at line- 
backer have Mendenhall excited, and he's particularly pumped 
about Cameron Jensen, an emerging star. Jensen could be the 
best defensive player in the conference. Though several expe- 
rienced players join Jensen on a linebackers unit that is the 
strength of the defense, the line will need young guys to step 
up because every 2005 starter is gone. The secondary could 
be a concern, too. But at least BYU returns three seasoned 
safeties and solid cornerback starters Justin Robinson and 
Kayle Buchanan. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Jared McLaughlin and punter Derek 
McLaughlin (no relation) are back. Jared McLaughlin is deadly 
from inside 40 yards, but his range pushes to the 50-yard 
mark. BYU hopes to improve a return game that ranked sixth 
in the conference in punt returns and eighth in kickoff 
returns. 

COACHING STAFF It's more than a little ironic that the man 
entrusted with the duty of revisiting BYU's past glories is a 
defensive guru. The program was built on its prolific passing 
game. Remember those scoreboard-shorting offenses led by a 
dizzying succession of brilliant quarterbacks—Ty Detmer, 
Steve Young, Jim McMaho? But the Cougars were known to 
play pretty salty defense during those glory days, too, and 
Mendenhall is well on his way to restoring that defensive 
tradition. 

BOTTOM LINE Football is very important at this school. 
That said, Cougar pride took quite a hit during the unfortu- 
nate tenure of Gary Crowton, who got lucky in 200) (12-2 
record) with LaVell Edwards’ recruits and then promptly fell 
on his face. Crowton's last three teams went 5-7, 4-8 and 5-6, 
and that just doesn't work in Provo. Now comes Mendenhall, 
whose 6-6 debut ended with the program's first bow! berth 
since 2001 and was an unqualified success given the mess 
Crowton left. If the well-liked Mendenhall, as most people 
expect, keeps this program on the upswing, they'll be building 
statues of him all along the Wasatch Range. Like we said, 
football is very important at this school. 


Harline 
DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No. Name ee 
WR 3 Michael Reed 61 201 So 
_ 2 __BryceMahuika 5-10 185 So, 
WR 9 Nate Meikle 5-9 185 Sr. 
__ 83 _Saia Hafoka 5-9 179 So. 
iT 59 EddieKeele — 6-5 312 Sr 
68 David Oswald 68 303 So. 
LG 65 Dallas Reynolds 6-4 345 So. 
67 Sete Aulai 60 313 Jr 
C 55 Jeff Rhea 63 292 Jr. 
_ 67 Sete Aulai 6-0 313 Jr. 
RG 76 Ray Feinga 65 334 So. 
74 Travis Bright 6-5 315 So. 
RT 73 Jake Kuresa 6-4 339 Sr. 
___T2_NickLongshore 65297 Sr. 
WR 10 Matt Allen 5-11 180 Jr. 
85 Zac Collie 5-1 190 Sr. 
TE 13 JonnyHarline | 6-4 226 Sr. 
20 Daniel Coats ___ 68 303 So. 
QB 12 John Beck 6-2 212 Sr. 
A 7___ Jason Beck 62 20 -S 
RB 6 Curtis Brown 6-0 205 Sr. 
1 Fui Vakapuna 61 225 So. 
K 30 Jared McLaughlin 6-4 198 Jr 
KR 80 McKay Jacobson* 6-0 185 Fr. 


Pos. No. Name H.W, Ch 
E 54 Kyle Luekenga 6-3 263 So. 
92 Brett Denney 6-4 250 Fr 
NT 70 Hala Paongo 6-2 280 Sr. 
94 RussellTialavea | 63 300 Fr 

E 84 Jan Jorgensen 6-3 255 Fr. 
91 Judd Anderton 65 269 Jr 

WLB 41 Bryan Kehl 62 219° Jr 
__28 Dustin Gabriel_ 6-1 201 Jr 

BLB 35 Cameron Jensen 6-2 241 Sr. 
___32__Terrance Hooks __ 61215 Fr. 
MLB 36 Markell Staffieri 63 233 Jr. 
___ 46 __ Kelly Poppinga 62 237 Jr. 
SLB 31 Chris Bolden 61 230 Jr. 
____ 43 _ David Nixon 63 220 So. 
CB 15- Justin Robinson 5-7 154 Sr. 
____4__ Brandon Howard S10 165 Fr 
S 39 Cole Miyahira 6-0 195 Sr. 
26 Aaron Gordon 6-0 189 Sr. 

S 23 David Tafuna 61 198 Jr. 
25 _ Quinn Gooch _ 0 194 Jr 
CB 34 = Kayle Buchanan Gt! G7, ie 
___24 Nate Hutchinson = 63190. 
P 32 Derek McLaughlin 6-1 203 Jr. 
PR 9 Nate Meikle 5-9 185 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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MWC 


Date 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov.4 BYU 

Nov. 11 Mat Utah 

Nov.25 TCU 

Dec.2 at San Diego State 
*at Invesco Field, Denver “Thursday 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


Opponent 
Weber State 

® Colorado* 

at Nevada 

at Fresno State 
UNLV 

at Air Force* 
at Wyoming 
New Mexico 


RAMS DATA 
Stadium: Sonny Lubick Field at 

” Hughes Stadium (artificial, 34,000) 
Site: Fort Collins, Colo. 
Coach: Sonny Lubick (101-57, 13 
years; 17th year at school; 122-76 
overall, 17 seasons) 


Offensive coordinator: 

Dan Hammerschmidt (6th year, 
13th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Steve Stanard (4th year) 
Offensive scheme: One-back 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2002 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 6-6, 5-3/T2nd MWC 


Rushing: Kyle Bell 

(276 att., 1,288 yards, 10 TDs) 
Passing: Caleb Hanie 
(13-29-0, 251 yards, 2 TDs) 
Receiving: Johnny Walker 
(43 rec., 663 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Colorado L, 31-28 
at Minnesota L, 56-24 
Nevada W, 42-21 
Air Force W, 41-23 
Utah W, 21-17 
at BYU L, 24-14 
Wyoming W, 39-31 
at New Mexico W, 35-25 
at TCU L, 33-6 
San Diego State —L, 30-10 
at UNLV W, 31-27 
Navy* L, 51-30 
*Poinsettia Bowl 
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4, COLORADO STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY CSU again figures to employ a 
one-back set, but the look of the offense will change with the 
switch from a pure pocket passer (departed Justin Holland) 
to a big, athletic, run/pass threat (Caleb Hanie). Hanie had an 
excellent spring, and his presence should help return the 
Rams to the balance they enjoyed during the Bradlee Van Pelt 
era. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Hanie isn't untested. In fact, he 
started five games as a true freshman while replacing the 
injured Holland two years ago. Though Hanie made mistakes, 
he also showed intelligence, toughness and strong running 
ability. Running back Kyle Bell will try to reprise his 2005 
numbers, which included 1,288 yards rushing and 10 touch- 
downs. Marquee wideout David Anderson, the school's all-time 
leading receiver, is NFL-bound, but receiver still might be the 
deepest position on the team with a tested group led by 
Johnny Walker. Beefed-up H-back Kory Sperry again will be a 
receiving threat. The line returns two starters but has 
experience at the other spots. Josh Day is the most solid on 
the right side and Clint Oldenburg on the left at tackle. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Rams’ all-to-the-ball, 4-3 set 
once was famous for shutting down opposing ballcarriers. But 
what once was a strength has become a weakness in recent 
seasons. CSU bottomed out last year; its defense ranked 
115th nationally against the run. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The return of two players missing 
with injuries should help. Ben Stratton, whose preseason ACL 
tear robbed him of his '05 season, should be one of the best 
safeties in the MWC. And Luke Adkins, whose balky right knee 
allowed him to play in only one game last fall, should make 
tne linebackers stronger. Cornerback Robert Herbert also is 
expected to star. Major questions remain up front, but the 
Rams will be far more experienced on the line. Jesse Nading 
could be one of the league's better ends. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Strong-legged Jimmie Kaylor again will be 
one of the conference's finest punters and could compete for 
national honors. Kicker Jason Smith came on last season 
after replacing Kevin Mark. The Rams would love to re-estab- 
lish themselves as a threat returning kicks and hope a cache 
of speedsters can make it happen. 

COACHING STAFF Sonny Lubick, whose name adorns 
Colorado State's stadium, has a free pass to coach as long as 
he wants. But this isn’t the program it once was. Since the 
10-4 season of 2002, Colorado State is 17-19 overall and 
12-10 in the Mountain West the past three seasons. But 
Lubick is working harder than ever. Although he is getting 
increasingly chippy with critics, he still runs this program 
with a firm hand and does things the right way. Most folks 
who know Lubick are rooting hard for the Rams to return to 
glory. 

BOTTOM LINE This is the sentence that stings Lubick most: 
Colorado State has become an ordinary program in the 
Mountain West Conference. It’s harsh, but it’s true. The Rams 
no longer are circled on opponents’ schedules. They have lost 
their swagger. Their resolve, emotion and competitiveness 
varies from week to week. It’s up to Lubick and his staff to get 
the groove back. We'll see. 


Pos. No, Name “A Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 7 Johnny Walker 6-0 190 Jr. 

27 George Hill Si 77 Jr. 
(T 71 Clint Oldenburg 6-5 297 Sr. 

53 Cole Pemberton 67 3 Fr. 
UG 67 Jerome Williams — 62 334 Sr. 
60 Adrian Martinez 6-4 292, Fr 
C 64 Nick Allotta 6-3 304 Jr. 
‘57 ‘Tim Walter 66 281 Fr. 
RG 76 Josh Day 6-4 304 Sr. 
___ 62 _ James Morehead 66 268 Fr. 
RT 75 Dane Stratton 65 299 So. 
___ 53 _Cole Pemberton 67 3 
TE 88 Chris Kawulok 63 251 So. 
____89 _ Kevin McPeek 6-6 237 So, 
WR 85 Dustin Osborn 60 194 Sr. 

82 Luke Roberts 62 218 Jn 
HB 80 KorySperry | | 66 250 Jr. 
____ 89 _ Kevin McPeek 66 237 So. 
QB 16 Caleb Hanie 62 236 Jr. 
___15__ Billy Farris _ 63 215 So. 
RB 34 Kyle Bell 6-2 226 Jr. 

5 _ Gartrell Johnson 6-0 225 So. 
K 37 Jason Smith 6-2 201 So. 
KR 27 George Hill 5-1 177 Jr. 


Pos. 


E 


NT 


RCB 


P 


No, Name = Ht. Wt. CI. 
44 Bob Vomhof 63 250 Jr. 
93 WadeLanders 66235 So. 
97 Blake Smith 6-2 269 So. 
95 Erik Sandie 62 296 Jr. 
45 Matt Rupp 63 275 So. 
92 Shawn McGoveran 63 286 So. 
59 Jesse Nading 6-5 258 Jr. 
91__Tommie Hill 66 227 So. 
25 Jon Radford 61 241 Sr. 
38 Nathan Pauly 61 218 Jr. 
51 Jeff Horinek 63 236 So. 
42 Jake Pottorff 64 238 Fr. 
9 Luke Adkins 62 241 Sr. 
_ 49 John Nichols G2 226 Je. 
6 Robert Herbert 6-1 208 Sr. 
29 Joey Rucks 510 190 Jr. 
3 Ben Stratton 62 207 Sr. 
35 _ Mike Pagnotta 6-0 198 So. 
20 Klint Kubiak 6-0 190 So. 
15 Jake Galusha _ 5-10 195 So. 
39 Darrly Williams 5-9 180 Jr. 
1 Brandon Cathy 5-10 190 Sr. 
8 Jimmie Kaylor 6-3 198 Jr. 
7 ~~ Johnny Walker 6-0 190 Jr. 


PR 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


DANY BYERS 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Portland State 
Sept.9  @at New Mexico State 
Sept. 16 Missouri 

Sept. 23 UTEP 

Sept. 30 at Air Force 
Oct.7 Wyoming 

Oct.14 at UNLV 

Oct.19 A Utah? 

Oct. 28 at Colorado State 
Nov. 11 mi TCU 

Nov.18 at BYU 

Nov. 25 San Diego State 
“Thursday 

Toughest game @ Must win 
A. Best chance to pull an upset 


LOBOS DATA 
Stadium: University (grass, 
38,634) 

Site: Albuquerque. N.M. 
Coach: Rocky Long (46-50, 
8 years; 14th year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 


Bob Toledo (ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 


Osia Lewis (4th year) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 3-3-5 

Last league title won: 1964 
(WAC, tie) . 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 6-5, 4-4/T4th MWC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Kole McKamey 

(119 att., 429 yards, 4 TDs) 
Passing: Kole McKamey 
(144-231-9, 1,682 yards, 13 TDs) 
Receiving: Travis Brown 

(35 rec., 245 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
UNLV W, 24-22 
at Missouri W, 45-35 
New Mexico State W, 38-21 
at UTEP L, 21-13 
at TCU L, 49-28 
BYU L, 27-24 
at Wyoming W, 27-24 
at San Diego State W, 47-24 
Colorado State = L, 35-25 
at Utah W, 31-27 
Air Force L, 42-24 


9. NEW MEXICO 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Rocky Long wants more firepower, 
as evidenced by the restructuring of his offensive staff. Dan 
Dodd, Long's coordinator the past six years, is now in charge of 
recruiting, receivers and special teams. New coordinator Bob 
Toledo, the former UCLA coach, will keep most of the ele- 
ments of New Mexico's multiple offense but hopes to make 
the attack more explosive and varied. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Quarterback Kole McKamey returns 
for this third year as starter, which is a good thing because 
several other key positions were ravaged by graduation. 
Mountain West career rushing leader and 2005 league offen- 
sive player of the year DonTrell Moore is gone. He's a legend. 
Also gone is marquee receiver Hank Baskett and stud center 
Ryan Cook, who also both left as all-time greats. McKamey’s 
experience and steadiness will be crucial as Toledo attempts 
to break in several unseasoned players. Thomas Wilson and 
Travis Brown will be among the guys trying to replace Baskett, 
and Martelius Epps figures to get the first shot at replacing 
Moore. McKamey will operate behind a line that returns three 
starters and is led by stud Robert Turner. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Lobos’ 3-3-5 set revolves 
around blitzes, stunts and.other wrinkles designed to discom- 
bobulate quarterbacks. That will be a major challenge this 
season. New Mexico must replace its entire line, along with 
standout linebacker Mike Mohoric and star cornerback Gabriel 
Fulbright. Coordinator Osia Lewis will deserve a bunch of 
credit if the Lobos again are salty. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Linebacker Cody Kase and safeties 
Blake Ligon and DeAndre Wright are the most notable return- 
ing players to a defense that largely must be rebuilt. Among 
the candidates to move into the line spots are end Michael 
Tuohy and tackle Stephen Hutchison. At linebacker, Quincy 
Black and Justin Clayton will play alongside Kase to form a 
solid unit. Like Kase, Black is a cut above. Ligon and Wright 
have potential, but finding two new starting cornerbacks is a 
concern. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Long wants better attention to detail in 
the kicking game and has commanded his position coaches to 
get more involved. There are no doubts about kicker Kenny 
Byrd. He's a good one. But a punter must be found, and the 
return game needs help with Fulbright gone. 

COACHING STAFF Long has willed this program to consis- 
tent league contention, patiently building it with strong fun- 
damentals and sound schemes. He is an understated man and 
a vastly underrated coach who isn't afraid to put his neck on 
the line and shake up things. He brought in four new assis- 
tants and reassigned others in the wake of last year's 6-5 fin- 
ish, sending the message that mediocrity no longer cuts it. 
However, there was a time when 6-5 was cause for a parade in 
Albuquerque. 

BOTTOM LINE The Lobos missed the postseason last year 
for the first time since 2001, their bowl-less fate sealed by 
curious home losses to Colorado State and Air Force down the 
stretch. That was out of character for a program that is 12-4 
in November since 2001. New Mexico probably has too many 
unproven players to contend for the title. But with Long at the 
controls, don't be shocked if it happens. 


Pos, No, Name Ht Wt. Ch 
WR 81 Travis Brown 6-3 180 Jr. 
89 Thomas Wilson 6-1 178 Sr. 
tT 75 Anthony Kilby 6-4 335 Jr 
72 Jared Stanford 6-5 286 So. 
LG 64 BoGreer 6-3 318 Sr. 
63 Matt Streid 63 320 Jr. 
C 66 Vince Natali 62 298 Jr 
69 Erik Cook 65 301 Fr 
RG 74 Patrick Hodges 6-5: (297. Sr, 
69 Erik Cook : 6-5 301 Fr 
RT 59 Robert Turner 6-4 325 Sr. 
7T1__ Brian Ramsay 68 304 Jt 
TE 83 John Mulchrone 6-4 230 Sr. 
85 Chris Mark 65 256 So. 
WR 4 Marcus Smith 63 209 Jr. 
3 Jason Caprioli 6-0 176 So. 
QB 12 Kole McKamey 6-2 205 Sr. 
5 Chris Nelson 6-4 218 Sr 
RB 8 Martelius Epps 510 182 Jr. 
32 Paul Baker 5-8 187 So. 
FB 31“ Matt Quillen 6-0 249 So. 
40 Yimin Bauman 6-0 226 Sr. 
K 80 Kenny Byrd 6-0 166 Sr 
KR 2 DeAndre Wright - 6-0 178 So. 


Pos. No, Name 


— 41 Michael Tuohy 
93._Kevin Balogun 
NT 55 Tyler Donaldson 
__51__ Ryan Boyd 
E 57 Stephen Hutchison 
___ 62 _ Phillip Harrison 
LB 11 © Quincy Black 
__ 35 _ Jake Bowe 
LB 50 Herbert Felder 
__ 46 George Carter 
LB 47 Cody Kase 
__ 48 Justin Clayton 
LOBO 84 Major Mosley 
Clint McPeek 
LCB 19 Glover Quin 
___20__Mike Vandenburg 
S 29 Blake Ligon 
_9__ Tyson Ditmore _ 
S$ 2 __ DeAndre Wright 
34 ONSwift 
RCB 30 lan Clark 
WJ. Terrell _ 


P 32. Jordan Scott 


PR 89 


Thomas Wilson 


510 212 Sr. 
63 220 Jr 
61 185 Fr. 
510 200 So. 
62 165 Fr. 
6-1 177 So. 
61203 Jr 
6-0 178 So. 
59 13 Jr 
6-0 187 Fr. 
510 165 Fr. 
6-0 186 Jr. 
61 178 Sr 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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B 6. SAN DIEGO STATE 


OFFENSE New coach Chuck Long nearly won a Heisman playing quarterback at lowa, 
so expect better play at the position. Kevin O'Connell still is in charge, but he could 
be challenged by Darren Mougey and Kevin Craft, the son of departed coach Tom 
Craft. Injury-plagued running back Lynell Hamilton could be a force—if healthy. Much 
will depend on the play of a line that is a work in progress. It’s vital the big boys 


develop for an offense that wants to be more 
power than finesse. The only sure thing is guard 
Brandyn Dombrowski, though he was slowed by 
a knee injury in the spring. There are as many 
questions at receiver as there are on the line, 
especially with star Jeff Webb gone. Chazeray 
Schilens is the most seasoned option. The tight 
ends must recover from spring injuries. 
DEFENSE Last year's unit was ho-hum. The line- 
backers impress Long. Russell Allen could be one 
of the MWC’s best. Joe Martin will be an anchor in 
the middle. The secondary is the strongest area, 
Strong safety Reggie Grigsby has shown signs of 
being a big-play guy and could have a breakout 
season. Donny Baker and Terrell Maze form one of 
the league's top cornerback duos. Questions 
plague the line. It is hoped Nick Osborn’s move 
from tackle to end will improve the pass rush. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Looks good. Kicker Garrett 
Palmer hit 15-of-17 field-goal attempts last year, 
and punter Michael Hughes ranked second in 
the conference with a 44.8-yard average, 
However, Michael Franklin, an outstanding 
return man, must be replaced. 

BOTTOM LINE Long has said from Day 1 after 
arriving from his gig as Oklahoma's offensive 
coordinator that he's not used to losing. Well, 
he had better adapt because there figures to 
be a lot of losses this fall. But at least there is 
hope for the future. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
POSTS PS es Sa 


Pos, No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl 
WR 1 Chazeray Schilens ” 6-4 205 Jr. 
UT 76 Will Robinson 6-6 270 Jr. 
LG 59 Nick Smith 66 280 Sr. 
C 75 Patrick Justman 65 305 Sr. 
RG 62 Brandyn Dombrowski 65 325 Jr. 
RT 70 Mike Kravetz 65 290 Jr. 
TE 81 Steve Schmidt 6-5 240 Sr. 
WR 16 Brett Swain 61 200 Jr. 
WR 15 DeMarco Sampson 62 200 So. 
QB 7 Kevin O'Connell 6-6 220 Jr. 
RB 22 Lynell Hamilton 6-1 220 Jr. 
K 14. Garrett Palmer 6-2 180 So. 
KR 85 Justin Amaral 5-11 190 Sr. 
— 93 Antwan Applewhite 63 235 Jr. 
NT 99 Jonathan Bailes 6-1 297 Sr. 
T 96 Frederick Amano 63 300 Jr. 
E 94 Nick Osborn 6-4 255 Jr 
WLB 46 Russell Allen 6-3 225 So. 
MLB 51 Joe Martin 6-1 225 Sr. 
SLB 45 Andrew Schantz 62 235 So. 
CB 9 Terrell Maze 5-1 170 Sr 
LS 12 Brett Sturm 6-2 200 Sr. 
RS 31 Reggie Grigsby 5-11 205 Sr. 
CB 3 Donny Baker 5-9 165 Sr. 
P 17 Michael Hughes 5-10 185 Jr. 
PR 85 Justin Amaral 5-1 190 Sr 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Aug. 31 A UTEP* 

Sept. 16 at Wisconsin 
Sept. 23 Utah 

Sept. 30 at San Jose State 
Oct.7 at BYU 

Oct.21 Air Force 

Oct. 28 Cal Poly 

Nov.4 @at Wyoming 
Nov. 11 UNLV 

Nov.18 mat TCU 

Nov. 25 at New Mexico 
Dec.2 Colorado State 
“Thursday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


AZTECS DATA 
Stadium: Qualcomm (grass, 
54,000) 

Site: San Diego 

Coach: Chuck Long (ist year) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Del Miller (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Bob Elliott (Ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1986 
(WAC) 

Last bowl appearance: 1998 
2005 record: 5-7, 4-4/T4th 
MWC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Lynell Hamilton 

(190 att., 819 yards, 9 TDs) 
Passing: Kevin O'Connell 
(233-375-12, 2,663 yards, 19 TDs) 
Receiving: Chazeray Schilens 


(34 rec., 441 yards, 2 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
UCLA L, 44-21 
at Air Force L, 41-29 
at Ohio State L, 27-6 
San Jose State - W, 52-21 
BYU W, 31-10 
at UNLV L, 13:10 
at Utah W, 28-19 
New Mexico L, 47-24 
TCU L, 23-20 
at Colorado State W, 30-10 
Wyoming W, 34-21 
at Hawaii L, 49-38 


B 7. WYOMING 


OFFENSE For the first time since 2000, the Cowboys won't be led by a Bramlet. Corey, 
and brother Casey before him, turned in some of the finest quarterbacking in 
Wyoming history. Jacob Doss appears to have the upper hand, but Stinson Dean and 
junior college transfer lan Hetrick remain in the mix. Running back Joseph Harris 
looks to regain his form after a 2005 knee injury. Harris and Wynel Seldon could pro- 


vide a nice 1-2 punch. Four starting linemen 
return, headed by tackle Chase Johnson. 
Wideouts Ryan Gallimore and Michael Ford 
could be on the verge of stardom. They better be 
with standout Jovon Bouknight gone. 

DEFENSE The Cowboys are banking on 
experience to improve a bad unit. Safety John 
Wendling could compete for national honors. 
Ward Dobbs might emerge as one of the league's 
top young linebackers. Aaron Robbins, who tore 
his ACL in the second game of the ‘0S season, 
should return as a force at end. Mike Groover is 
a nice complement to Robbins. The biggest 
holes to fill are at cornerback because of the 
early departure of standout Derek Martin. 
SPECIAL TEAMS This looks like an area of weak- 
ness. Kicks and punts could be dicey. Redshirt 
freshman Jake Scott might take over for steady 
kicker Deric Yaussi. A new punter must be bro- 
ken in. The return game again should be solid 
with Hoost Marsh leading the way. 

BOTTOM LINE Wyoming's notoriously rabid fans 
were soaring after a comeback win over UCLA in 
the 2004 Las Vegas Bowl capped a 7-5 season. 
They weren't so giddy after the Pokes’ 4-1 start 
last year was erased by an 0-6 finish. The 
charismatic Joe Glenn is enormously popular 
with Wyoming fans, but that won't last if he 
keeps having 4-7 seasons. At least a kinder, 
softer schedule awaits the Pokes this year. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
ROT Paes TS 


Pos. No, Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 8 Michael Ford 6-2 203 Jr. 
lt 73 Chase Johnson 6-8 325 Sr. 
LG 76 Kyle Howard 6-6 299 So. 
C 69 Jason Karcher 6-3 291 Sr. 
RG 74 Tim Bond 6-4 296 So. 
RT 67 Hunter Richards 6-7 297 Sr. 
TE 46 Wade Betschart 63 255 Jr. 
WR 6 Hoost Marsh 59 172 Sr. 
WR 5 — Tyler Holden 6-0 179 Sr. 
QB 7 Jacob Doss 62 210 Jr. 
RB 18 Wynel Seldon 6-0 205 So. 
K 89 Jake Scott 5-8 157 Fr. 
KR 6  Hoost Marsh 59.8 Jie Sn 
E 95 Corey Mace 63 287 Sr. 
NG 97 Jake Mayes 6-3 292 Sr. 
T 93 Mike Groover 63 250 Sr. 
LB 45 Austin Hall 6-2 225 Sr. 
LB 53 Luke Chase 6-1 240 Jr 
LB 29 Ward Dobbs 6-0 242 So. 
LB 80 Mike Juergens 6-4 240 So. 
CB 28 Michael Medina 60 181 Jr. 
$S 23 John Wendling 6-1 222 Sr. 
FS 24 Dorsey Golston 60 194 Sr. 
CB 20 Julius Stinson 5:10 7 Jr. 
P= 25__—sBilly Vinnedge 61 188 Jr. 
PR 6  Hoost Marsh ae le a ok 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Utah State 
Sept.9 at Virginia 

Sept. 16 Boise State 

Sept. 23 Air Force 

Sept. 30 at Syracuse 
Oct.7 at New Mexico 
Oct.14 Utah 

Oct.21 A Colorado State 
Oct.28 mat TCU 

Nov.4  @ San Diego State 
Nov.9 at BYU* 

Nov.18 at UNLV 


“Thursday 
B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


COWBOYS 
DATA 

Stadium: War Memorial 
(artificial, 33,000) 

Site: Laramie, Wyo. 

Coach; Joe Glenn (15-20, 

3 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Bill Cockhill (4th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Mike Breske (4th year) 
Offensive scheme: One-back 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1993 
(WAC, tie) 

Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 4-7, 2-6/8th MWC 


Rushing: Wynel Seldon 
(187 att., 871 yards, 11 TDs) 
Passing: Jacob Doss 
(7-13-1, 49 yards, 1 TD) 
Receiving: Michael Ford 
(29 rec., 421 yards, 0 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Florida L, 32-14 
La.-Monroe W, 38-0 
at Air Force W, 29-28 
at Mississippi W, 24-14 
UNLV W, 42-17 
TCU L, 28-14 
New Mexico L, 27-24 
at Colorado State L, 39-31 
at Utah L, 43-13 
BYU L, 35-21 
at San Diego State L, 34-21 


8. AIR FORCE 


OFFENSE The option-based attack showed more balance than ever last year but still 
was sporadic. More consistency is needed, and coach Fisher DeBerry hopes the expe- 
rience of star quarterback Shaun Carney will help. Tackle Robert Kraay headlines a 
strong line. Standout fullback Jacobe Kendrick needs help carrying the ball. Who will 


catch passes? 

DEFENSE There's'lots of work to do. Among the 
young, emerging players who will be counted on 
are free safety Bobby Giannini and safety John 
Rabold. Cornerback Chris Sutton is a standout 
who along with Giannini could be all-conference ° 
material in a solid secondary. Tackle Gilberto 
Perez anchors the line. He brings it. Drew Fowler 
leads the linebackers. This much is clear: The 
Falcons can't approximate last year's numbers— 
429 yards and 31.7 points per game—and expect 
to finish better than .S00. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Donny Heaton and kick- 
er Scott Eberle are gone, paving the way for a 
pair of new legs. That's always dicey. Sutton 
looks to reprise his role as a top punt returner. 
Only Virginia Tech has blocked more kicks since 
1990 than Air Force (92). 

BOTTOM LINE DeBerry is coming off a rough 
year. He not only endured struggles on the field 
but also dealt with the backlash over what was 
regarded by some as a racially insensitive 
comment. Some thought the ignominy of it all 
would prompt the 68-year-old legend to retire. 
But DeBerry quickly squashed that talk. Still, 
facts are facts: Since going 8-5 in 2002, Air 
Force is 16-18. And the program is coming off 
consecutive losing seasons for the first time in 
DeBerry's tenure. If the Falcons finish with a 
losing record, it's fair for fans to wonder if it’s 
time for a new coach. 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Ci, 
WR 81 Victor Thompson 6-0 195 Sr. 
\T 72 Robert Kraay 6-8 295 Sr. 
LG 61 Tyler Dohallow 6-3 280 Sr. 
C_ 60 Stuart Perlow 6-4 290 Sr. 
RG 62 Curtis Grantham 6-2 280 Sr. 
RT 64 Blaine Guenther 62 270 Jr. 
TE 88 Travis Dekker 6-4 240 Jr 
0B 5 Shaun Carney 5-10 190 Jr. 
HB 18 Justin Handley 5-8 175 Sr. 
HB 23 Chad Hall 5-8 180 Jr. 
FB 8  Jacobe Kendrick 6-0 230 Sr. 
K 48s Ryan Harrison 61 165 So. 
KR 23 Chad Hall 5-8 180 Jr. 
E 95 Jake Paulson 65 260 So. 
T 55 Gilberto Perez 6-3 275 Sr. 
T 96 Grant Thomas 61 275 Sr. 
E 97 Josh Clayton 6-4 250 Jr. 
18 33 Drew Fowler 6-2 235 Jr. 
LB 42 Joey Keller 62 240 Sr. 
CB «39 = Garrett Rybak 5 175) Jr. 
S 4 — Julian Madrid 6-0 205 Jr. 
S$ 32 John Rabold 6-4 220 Jr. 
FS 11 Bobby Giannini 6-2 210 So. 
CB 6 Chris Sutton 6-0 180 Sr. 
P 48 Ryan Harrison 61 165 So. 
PR 6 Chris Sutton 6-0 180 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.9 at Tennessee 
Sept. 23 at Wyoming 

Sept. 30 New Mexico 

Oct.7 A Navy 

Oct.12  @ Colorado State* 
Oct. 21 at San Diego State 
Oct.28 BYU 

Nov.3 at Army* 

Nov. 11 Notre Dame 
Nov.18 Utah 

Nov. 24 at UNLV* 

Dec.2 at TCU 

“Thursday “Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 

¢ Best chance to pull an upset 
FALCONS DATA 


Stadium: Falcon (artificial, 
46,692) 

Site: Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Coach: Fisher DeBerry 
(165-101-1, 22 years; 27th year 
at school) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Chuck Petersen (7th year, 18th 
at school) 

Defensive coordinator: 
Richard Bell (8th year, 12th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Triple option 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1998 (WAC) 
Last bowl appearance: 2002 
2005 record: 4-7, 3-5/7th MWC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Shaun Carney 

(170 att., 710 yards, 11 TDs) 
Passing: Shaun Carney 
(95-148-7, 1,393 yards, 7 TDs) 


Receiving: Chad Hall 
(16-rec., 139 yards, | TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
Washington W, 20-17 
San Diego State —W, 41-29 
Wyoming L, 29-28 
at Utah L, 38-35 
at Colorado State L, 41-23 
at Navy L, 27-24 
UNLV W, 42-7 
TCU L, 48-10 
at BYU L, 62-41 
Army L, 27-24 
at New Mexico W, 42-24 


9, UNLV 


MWC 


OFFENSE UNLV's shotgun spread offense improved as the season went on in coach 
Mike Sanford's first year. There's talent, including running back Erick Jackson. He's ver- 
satile but lacks consistency. And is there another back capable of helping him? Casey 
Flair paces a solid group of receivers that will be augmented by touted junior college 
transfer Aaron Straiten. Incumbent quarterback Shane Steichen could.be challenged 


by USC transfer Rocky Hinds. Also back is Jarrod 
Jackson, who started six games last year after 
Steichen got hurt. The skill talent will benefit 
from the return of four starting linemen. 
DEFENSE The defense was ravaged regularly in 
2008, and the poor performance demonstrated 
haw much Sanford must improve the talent. 
Ballhawking linebacker Beau Bell is a tackling 
machine and the defensive star. But linebacker 
depth is spotty. Massive Howie Fuimaono 
anchors the line, but questions loom at end. 
Cornerback John Guice is viewed as a potential 
star. He and fellow corner Eric Wright, a talented 
and experienced transfer from USC, will be 
counted on to improve the secondary. Safety Jay 
Staggs is a hitter. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Strong-legged Sergio Aguayo is 
a lights-out kicker who booted two game- 
winners last year. He's one of the nation’s best. 
Kip Facer, a former walk-on, might be a top- 
flight MWC punter. Flair, Guice, Jackson and 
Wright have big-play potential on returns. 
BOTTOM LINE There's nowhere to go but up for 
this long-suffering program, and the new coach- 
ing staff provided hope last year despite the 2-9 
finish. The Rebels will be a more talented, more 
experienced team in ‘06. Will that translate to 
more wins? Hard to say. But we know this: The 
Rebels are a long way from contending for the 
league title. 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. CL 
WR 7 Corey Anderson 6-0 170 So. 
tT 77 Chris Bowser 6-6 285 Sr. 
LG 63 Brandon Gray 6-4 325 Sr. 
C 54° Aaron Mueller 62 290 Sr. 
RG 74 Mike McKiski 6-6 320 Jr. 
RT 70 Marco Guerra 65 335 Sr. 
H-B 17 — Renan Saint Preux 6-1 180 So. 
WR 84  Rodelin Anthony 65 220 Fr. 
WR 80 Casey Flair 6-1 190 So. 
QB 15 Shane Steichen 6-4 195 Sr. 
RB 26 Erick Jackson 5-6 185 Sr. 
K 10 Sergio Aguayo 6-1 200 Jr 
KR 26 Erick Jackson 5-6 185 Sr. 
E Jeremy Geathers 62 250 So. 
NG 94 Howie Fuimaono 6-0 335 Sr, 
E 92 Jacob Hales 6-5 280 So. 
LB 47 Beau Bell 6-3 235 Jr 
LB 34 Matt Pattison 6-3 230 Sr. 
LB 52 Adrian Bradley 5 225 Jr. 
CB 1 John Guice 5-9 180 Sr. 
S 25. Daryl Forte* 5-10 180 Fr. 
S 42 Jay Staggs 6-1 225 Sr. 
CB 21 Eric Wright 5-1) 180 Jr. 
NB 36 Nate Kenion 5-10 200 Sr. 
P82. Kip Facer 6-0 210 Sr. 
PR 1 John Guice 5-9 180 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Idaho State 
Sept.9 at lowa State 
Sept.16 at Hawaii 

Sept. 30 « Nevada 

Oct.7 at Colorado State 
Oct.14 New Mexico 
Oct.21 at BYU 

Oct.28 at Utah 

Nov.4 mm TCU 

Nov. 11 at San Diego State 
Nov.18 Wyoming 

Nov. 24  @ Air Force* 
“Friday 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
4 Best chance to pull an upset 
REBELS DATA 


Stadium: Sam Boyd (artificial, 
36,800) 

Site: Las Vegas 

Coach: Mike Sanford (2-9, 
1year) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Noah Brindise (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Vic Shealy (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1994 
(tie, Big West) 

Last bowl appearance: 2000 
2005 record: 2-9, 1-7/9th MWC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Erick Jackson 

(174 att., 673 yards, 6 TDs) 
Passing: Jarrod Jackson 
(124-228-12, 1,321 yards, 6 TDs) 
Receiving: Casey Flair 

(32 rec., 382 yards, 2 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
at New Mexico —L, 24-22 
Idaho W, 34-31 

at Nevada L, 22-14 

at Utah State L, 31-24 

at Wyoming L, 42-17 
San Diego State  W, 13-10 

at Air Force L, 42-7 
Utah L, 42-32 
BYU L, 55-14 

at TCU L, 51-3 
Colorado State —L, 31-27 
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Old dogs, no 
new title 
contenders 


The WAC has become the 
place to resurrect a career. 

Dennis Erickson is back at 
Idaho, his first head coaching 
stop (1982-85). He also has 
coached Wyoming, Wash- 
ington State, Miami and 
Oregon State. Erickson joins 
former Arizona coach Dick 
Tomey (San Jose State), for- 
mer Kentucky coach Hal 
Mumme (New Mexico State), 
Chris Ault (stint No. 3 at 
Nevada) and former NFL 
coach June Jones (Hawaii). 

Still, any conversation 
about the title race starts 
with the WAC's youngest 
coach and most-tenured one. 
When Dan Hawkins left for 
Colorado, Boise State 
anointed Chris Petersen, who 
was offensive coordinator for 
five years. 

Fresno State is thinking 
big—again—under 10th-year 
coach Pat Hill. 


Ascending 

Hawaii. The Warriors 
missed a bowl game last sea- 
son for the first time since 
2001. That likely won't hap- 
pen again because of the 
Rainbows’ powerful offense. 


Descending 

Nevada. The Wolf Pack 
returns plenty of talent from 
a team that shared the WAC 
title last year with Boise 
State, but the schedule is a 
nightmare. 


Most underrated player 
Colt Brooks, LB, Boise 
State. He generated almost 
no buzz last year despite mak- 
ing a pile of spectacular plays. 


Player who must step up 
Jared Zabransky, QB, 
Boise State. He was the 
WAC's preseason Offensive 
Player of the Year in 2005 
but wasn't even in the race 
for All-WAC by season's end. 


Biggest shoes to fill 

Paul Pinegar, QB, Fresno 
State. Fans have wanted to 
see Tom Brandstater for two 
years because of Pinegar's 
inconsistency. Pinegar, 
though, led the Bulldogs to 
four bowls. 

Daryn Colledge, OT, Boise 
State. Ryan Clady slides from 
right to left tackle and 
replaces four-year starter 
Colledge, an NFL draft pick. 

Byron Santiago, LB, 
Louisiana Tech. Brannon 
Jackson must become a star 
to fill some of the production 
void left by Santiago and 
Barry Robertson (182 com- 
bined tackles last year). 


Newcomers to watch 

Michael Stuart, DE, Fresno 
State. He redshirted at USC 
in 2004, then transferred to 
a junior college. Stuart needs 
to rush the passer. 

Marcus Cross, RB, Utah 
State. The Aggies are desper- 
ate for a spark in the running 
game, and Cross, a junior col- 
lege transfer, must deliver. 


Best coach 

Dennis Erickson, Idaho. 
The guy has won two national 
championships and coached 


in the NFL six years. But his 
sequel in Moscow might be his 
stiffest challenge. Idaho's last 
winning record came in 1999. 


Best staff 

Boise State. By the time 
the first game ends, five of 
the Broncos’ 10 coaches will 
have experience as Division | 
coordinators. A sixth left the 
NFL to join Petersen's staff. 


Coach on the hot seat 
Pat Hill, Fresno State. 
Fans are restless after the 


UNIT RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 


DEFENSE 


proce en rinicH tackle Oval tie DBs Oval Teams Caches 


1. Boise State 2 
2. Fresno State 3 
3. Nevada 1 
4. Hawaii 4 
S.louisianaTech 5 
6. San Jose State 6 
7. Utah State 

8. Idaho ~ 
_9. New Mexico State 
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LETIC: 


Bulldogs collapsed last season 
to blow what looked like the 
school's first WAC title since 
1999. 


Games to watch 

Boise State at Utah, 

Sept. 30. The Utes were the 
first non-BCS team to reach a 
BCS bowl. This game could be 
key to the Broncos becoming 
the second. 

Hawaii at Fresno State, 
Oct. 14. Two teams with legiti- 
mate WAC championship 
hopes battle in what has 


f vf g 
Ly OU 


become a bitter rivalry. 

Fresno State at Boise 
State, Nov. 1. The Bulldogs 
ended the Broncos’ 31-game 
WAC winning streak last sea- 
son. Boise State wants 
revenge. 


Bowl bound 

Boise State, Fresno State 
and Nevada will get invites. 
Hawaii or Louisiana Tech 
could make it four. 


Best bets 


Boise State will not be the 


RANKING THE TEAMS 


INFERENCE 


go-for-broke outfit of the past 
five seasons because 
Petersen will take a more 
conservative approach. ... 
Hawaii quarterback Colt 
Brennan will throw 40 touch- 
down passes. ... Fresno State 
will lose at least two WAC 
games—again. ... New Mexico 
State will not go winless 
again. ... Nevada running 
back Robert Hubbard will 
have a better year than for- 
mer teammate B.J. Mitchell, 
the WAC Offensive Player of 
the Year last season. TSN 


ALL-WAC 


Pos.Name, school Ht. Wt. CL 
WR Paul Williams, Fresno State 62 210 Sr. 
WR Davone Bess, Hawaii 5-10 187 So, 
TE Anthony Pudewell, Nevada 6-3 250 Sr. 
T Ryan Clady, Boise State 6-6 319 So, 
T Tala Esera, Hawaii 6-4 295 Sr. 
G Tad Miller, Boise State 6-4 304 Jr. 
G Barrett Reznick, Nevada 6-1 285 Sr. 
C Kyle Young, Fresno State 6-5 330 Sr. 
QB Colt Brennan, Hawaii 63 190 Jr. 
RB Robert Hubbard, Nevada 5-11 195 Sr. 
RB lan Johnson, Boise State 5-11 194 So. 
E Tyler Clutts, Fresno State 63 245 Jr. 
E  Ikaika Alama-Francis, Hawaii 6-5 250 Sr. 
T Andrew Browning, Boise State 6-0 278 Sr. 
LB Ezra Butler, Nevada 6-2 255 Jr. 
LB Korey Hall, Boise State 6-1 228 Sr. 
LB Colt Brooks, Boise State 6-1 216 Sr. 
LB Dwayne Andrews, Fresno State 6-0 240 Sr. 
CB Joe Garcia, Nevada 6-0 180 Sr. 
CB Marcus McCauley, Fresno State 61 205 Sr. 
S Marty Tadman, Boise State 5-11 182 Jr. 
S _ D.J. Dykes, Idaho 6-3 202 Jr. 
K Mike Barrow, Idaho 5-11 158 Sr. 
P Kyle Stringer, Boise State 5-8 194 Sr. 
KR Quinton Jones, Boise State 59) 1122 St. 


Offense: Colt Brennan, OB, Hawaii 
Defense: Korey Hall, LB, Boise State 


1, Boise State. The staff signed a solid 
group of linebackers, led by Derrell 
Acrey and junior college recruit 
Garrett Tuggle. DL Sione Tavake is 
being counted on this fall. Much is 
expected of QB Mike Coughlin. 

2. Louisiana Tech. Defensive line was 
a focal point. Junior college DL Ben 
McGilton has promise. RB William 
Griffin might be a star one day. 

QB Joe Danna could make an impact 
soon. 


Colt Brennan 


3. Fresno State. Headed by Jamel 
Hamler, the Bulldogs reeled in 
impressive receivers. Junior college 
DE Michael Stuart and RB Lonyae 
Miller are studs. 

4, Nevada. The Wolf Pack targeted 
offensive linemen. Colin Kaepernick 
might be the quarterback of the 
future. 

5. San Jose State. This is a great 
collection of junior college talent, 
led by QB Sean Flynn. RB Dominique 


Hunsucker is the 
star of the class. 
6. Idaho. Dennis 
Erickson loaded up 
on running backs, Andre Harris was 
a big catch. Junior college recruit 
Brian Flowers is a blazer. 

7. Utah State. Junior college 

RB Marcus Cross could be an 
immediate impact player. RB Ryan 
Montague also has promise. 

8. Hawaii. Some of the top in-state 


Offense: Marcus Cross, RB, Utah State 
Defense: Michael Stuart, E, Fresno State 


talent left, but June Jones got plenty 
of secondary help led by Keenan 
Jones. Junior college LB Jacob 
Patek is supposed to help now. 

9. New Mexico State. Hal Mumme 
signed several big offensive linemen. 
LB Dante Floyd could have an instant 
impact. -Jeremy Crabtree, Rivals.com 


RUSHING Player, school, class 


1. Justine Buries, New Mexico State, Jr. 


2. Yonus Davis, San Jose State, Jr. 
3. Mark Dillard, Louisiana Tech, Jr. 
4. Robert Hubbard, Nevada, Sr. 
5. lan Johnson, Boise State, So. 


PASSING Player, school, class 

1. Colt Brennan, Hawaii, Jr. 

2. Jeff Rowe, Nevada, Sr. 

3. Jared Zabransky, Boise State, Sr. 
4, Leon Jackson, Utah State, Jr. 

5. Steven Wichman, Idaho, Sr. 


RECEIVING Player, school, class 
1, Ryan Grice-Mullen, Hawaii, So. 
2. Davone Bess, Hawaii, So. 

3. Caleb Spencer, Nevada, Sr. 

4, Tony Pennyman, Utah State, Sr. 
5. Ross Dickerson, Hawaii, Sr. 


Yds. Avg. Long TD YPG NCAA rk. 
: mn 79 42 27 5 70.8 1 
10 95 638 67 84 4 63.8 88 
a] 155 672 43 59 8 61.1 7 
12 122 719 59 49 i] 59.9 E 
13 ng 663 5.6 46 4 51.0 = 
G Comp Att. Pet. Int. Yds. Yds./att. TD Rating NCAArk. 
2 350 515 680 13 4,301 84 5 Ee Dk) 9 
12 241 389 «662.0 10 2,925 15 21 (137.8 30 
13 «6202 «63420 59.1 16 = 2,562 75 18 = 130.0 49 
SF G2 12295 G5 rae Sts: 6.8 8 1207 67 
N 226 401 564 18 2,746 69 5 17.2 72 
G Rec. Yds. Long TD RPG YPR YPG NCAA rk, 
12 85 1,228 73 12 7 144 102.3 6 
12 89 1,124 62 4 74 12.6 93.7 7 
a] 67 ~=—- 889 64 7 6.1 13.3 80.8 35 
10 63 74 40 5 6.3 1.8 741 51 
12 SITs 87 4 43 14.2 60.4 84 
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SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 Sacramento State* 
Sept.7 m Oregon State* 
Sept. 16 at Wyoming 

Sept. 23 Hawaii 

Sept.30 A at Utah 

Oct. 7 Louisiana Tech 
Oct.15 at New Mexico State** 
Oct. 21 at Idaho 

Nov. 1 @ Fresno State* 
Nov. 1] at San Jose State 
Nov.18 Utah State 

Nov. 25 at Nevada 

“Thursday **Sunday “Wednesday 
® Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to be upset 


BRONCOS DATA 
Stadium: Bronco (artificial, 
30,000) 

Site: Boise, Idaho 

Coach: Chris Petersen (Ist year; 
6th at school) 

Offensive coordinator: Bryan 
Harsin (Ist year, 6th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Justin 
Wilcox (Ist year, 3rd at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 2005 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 2001 
2005 record: 9-4, 7-1/Tist WAC 


‘RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: lan Johnson 
(119 att., 663 yards, 4 TDs) 
Passing: Jared Zabransky 
(202-342-16, 2,562 yards, 18 TDs) 
Receiving: Jerard Rabb 
(38 rec., 572 yards, 5 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Georgia L, 48-13 
at Oregon State —_L, 30-27 
Bowling Green W, 48-20 
at Hawaii W, 44-41 
Portland State W, 21-14 
San Jose State — W, 38-21 
at Utah State W, 45-21 
Nevada W, 49-14 
New Mexico State W, 56-6 
at Fresno State —L, 27-7 
Idaho W, 70-35 
at Louisiana Tech W, 30-13 
Boston College* —L, 27-21 
“MPC Computers Bowl 
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Scourinc reports BY CHADD Cripe, loaHo STATESMAN 


1. BOISE STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Bryan Harsin takes over from Chris 
Petersen, now the head coach. Don't expect many noticeable 
changes. Harsin will call plays, but Petersen will provide 
input. The Broncos run an ever-changing offense with multi- 
ple formations and an emphasis on balance. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The key will be quarterback Jared 
Zabransky, who flopped last year and threw 16 interceptions. 
He promises to simplify, which could mean more running and 
more playmaking, which is what made Zabransky a national 
figure in 2004, The line is stacked with four returning starters 
and two others who were part-time starters. Tackle Ryan Clady 
is a rising star who takes over for NFL-bound Daryn Colledge. 
Guard Tad Miller is All-WAC-caliber. Running back lan 
Johnson is powerful and explosive but must stay healthy or 
the offense could falter. The wideouts are a supremely talent- 
ed group that underachieved last year. Jerard Rabb, Drisan 
James and Legedu Naanee have All-WAC talent. Tight end 
Derek Schouman hopes to erase two seasons of injuries and 
mental mistakes with a stellar final year. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Justin Wilcox left California to 
become a coordinator for the first time. Cal and Boise State 
ran the same defense, so it’s an easy transition. Wilcox, 
though, might use more zone coverage in a stop-the-run 
scheme than predecessor Ron Collins did. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Broncos have four stalwarts in 
tackle Andrew Browning, linebackers Korey Hall and Colt 
Brooks and safety Marty Tadman. Hall is a hard-hitting, 
intense run stuffer. Brooks just makes plays. Tadman is a ball- 
hawk. Cornerback Orlando Scandrick and safety Gerald 
Alexander are standouts in a strong secondary. Tackle Alex 
Guerrero will be missed, but ends Mike G. Williams and Nick 
Schlekeway are back for a loaded defense. 

SPECIAL TEAMS This is the area most shaken up by the 
coaching change. Former coach Dan Hawkins installed the 
special teams schemes in 1998 as an assistant and kept them 
in place for eight years. Jeff Choate replaces Kent Riddle as 
the special teams coach, and he’s installing his own ideas. 
Quinton Jones ran back three punts for scores last year. He's 
special. Punter Kyle Stringer regressed after a strong '04 cam- 
paign. Kicker Anthony Montgomery is fighting for his job after 
an unsteady season. 

COACHING STAFF Petersen, 41, has assembled a young but 
distinguished staff. His coordinators are 29-year-old rookies, 
but he has a former defensive coordinator (Pete Kwiatkowski, 
defensive line) and former offensive coordinator (Brent Pease, 
wide receivers) on staff. Throw in offensive line coach Sean 
Kugler, who left the Detroit Lions to return to college, and 
sought-after secondary coach Marcel Yates, who stayed put 
rather than follow Hawkins to Colorado, and the Broncos are 
in good hands. ; 

BOTTOM LINE The Broncos are lined up for a run at the BCS's 
new fifth bowl slot. They're motivated by a disappointing 9-4 
season, and the troops are intrigued by the coaching change. 
The schedule is favorable, with Oregon State the key noncon- 
ference home game. Hawaii, Louisiana Tech and Fresno State 
also visit. The most difficult road game is at Utah. If Zabransky 
improves, this can be a 12-0 team. 
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1 
4 


79 


Te 


33 


34 


30 


Jerard Rabb 


__ Legedu Naanee 


Ryan Clady 
Tony Volponi 

~ Tad Miller 
Jeff Biedermann 
Jeff Cavender 
Jadon Dailey 
Andrew Woodruff 
Pete Cavender 
Ryan Keating 


_ Paul Lucariello 


Derek Schouman 
Ryan Putnam 
Drisan James 
Vinny Perretta — 
Jared Zabransky 
Taylor Tharp 

lan Johnson 

Jon Helmandollar 
Brad Lau 
Michael Lose 


47 Anthony Montgomery 


23 


Quinton Jones 


510 227 Jr 
6-1 21 Sr 
5-9 177 Sr. 


Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Ci. 

E 97 Nick Schlekeway 6-4 262 Jr. 
93 MikeT.Williams ss 64-238 So. 

T 58 Tim Volk 6-2 289 Sr. 
90 lan Smart 63 278 Jr 

T 57 Andrew Browning 6-0 278 Sr. 
__75 Dan Gore > 65 300 Jr 

E 96 Mike G. Williams 6-3. 244 Sr. 
___74__ Mike Dominguez 6-2 255 e-Slee 

SLB 31 Colt Brooks 6-1 216 Sr. 
13 Mike Altieri 5218 Jr 

MLB 25 Korey Hall 6-1 228 Sr. 
56 JoshBean ss 22 

WLB 43 David Shields 6-2 225 So, 
44 KyleGingg 5-215 So. 

CB 16 Orlando Scandrick 5-11 187 So, 
32 Chad McKibben — 5-10 178 Sr 

S 2. Gerald Alexander 6-0 204 Sr. 

_ 29 AshleiNyong-Dunham 5-10 210 dr. 

$ 20 Marty Tadman 5-11 182 Jr. 

_ 18 EllisPowers = 510.205 So 

CB 37 Austin Smith 5-9 173 Jr. 

23 Quinton Jones 5-9 17 __ Sr. 

P 42. Kyle Stringer 5*B 194 Sr. 

PR 23 Quinton Jones 5-9 177 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


BOISE STATE SPORTS INFORMATION 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.1 @ Nevada* 
Sept.9 Oregon 

Sept. 16 at Washington 
Sept. 30 Colorado State 
Oct.7 at Utah State 
Oct.14 Hawaii 

Oct.21 matLSU 

Nov.1, at Boise State* 
Nov. 11 New Mexico State 
Nov. 18 Idaho 

Nov. 24 at Louisiana Tech* 
Dec.2 at San Jose State 
“Friday “Wednesday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


BULLDOGS 
DATA 

Stadium: Bulldog (grass, 41,031) 
Site: Fresno, Calif. 

Coach: Pat Hill (72-43, 9 years; 
16th at school) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Steve Hagen (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: Dan 
Brown (6th year, 10th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1999 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 1998 
2005 record: 8-5, 6-2/T3rd WAC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Paul Williams 

(9 att., 83 yards, 0 TDs) 
Passing: Tom Brandstater 
(6-13-1, 49 yards, 1 TD) 
Receiving: Paul Williams 
(43 rec., 729 yards, 7 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Weber State W, 55-17 
at Oregon L, 37-34 
Toledo W, 44-14 
at New Mexico State W, 37-7 
Utah State W, 53-21 
at Idaho W, 40-10 
at Hawaii W, 27-13 
San Jose State  W, 45-7 
Boise State W, 27-7 
at USC L, 50-42 
at Nevada L, 38-35 
Louisiana Tech L, 40-28 
Tulsa* L, 31-24 
*Liberty Bowl 


2. FRESNO STATE 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Bulldogs balance a power run- 
ning game with a big-play passing attack. The deep ball 
should become a more integral part of the offense if strong- 
armed quarterback Tom Brandstater secures the job. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The offense revolves around an out- 
standing line. Center Kyle Young was an All-WAC first-teamer 
last season, and right tackle Chris Denman has started 
33 straight games. The guards, Cole Popovich and Ryan 
Wendell, are well-respected in the conference. The line helped 
the rurining game crank out 4.5 yards per carry last season. 
But Wendell Mathis and Bryson Sumlin, who combined for 
1,849 of the team's 2,140 rushing yards, are gone. They'll be 
replaced by Dwayne Wright, a former 1,000-yard rusher who 
hasn't played since suffering a knee injury in the second game 
of the 2004 season but looked strong in spring ball. Clifton 
Smith, who was hurt early last season, and Shannon Borsey 
also should be serious contributors. Standout fullback Roshon 
Vercher fills out the backfield. The passing game likely starts 
with Brandstater, a renowned thrower vying with Sean Norton 
and Ryan Colburn to replace four-year starter Paul Pinegar. 
Experienced receivers should ease the transition. Paul 
Williams, a first-team All-WAC performer, averaged 17.0 yards 
per catch, and Joe Fernandez added team highs of 46 catches 
and eight touchdowns. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Dan Brown's athletic 
units attack quarterbacks and plays strong pass defense. The 
weakness, if there is one, is the run defense. The Bulldogs 
allowed 21 rushing touchdowns last season. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Bulldogs lost three critical 
defenders—lineman Garrett McIntyre, cornerback Rich Marshall 
and safety Tyrone Culver—but the returners have a chance to 
repeat as the WAC’ best. End Tyler Clutts is a star in the mak- 
ing. Junior college end Michael Stuart is a stud. Tackle Louis 
Leonard could have a breakthrough season. The returning line- 
backer trio—Dwayne Andrews, an All-WAC second-teamer last 
year with 7] tackles, Alan Goodwin and Marcus Riley—lend 
experience in the middle. Marcus McCauley, a shut-down cor- 
nerback, and safety Josh Sherley lead the secondary, but how 
well the Bulldogs fill the two open spots will be key. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Smith and Fernandez combined to return 
three punts for touchdowns last season. Kicker Clint Stitser 
was 10-for-12 in his successful, but injury-shortened, first sea- 
son as a starter. Three-year starting punter Mike Lingua 
doesn't have a power leg but rarely allows a big return. 

COACHING STAFF Pat Hill is back for his 10th year, but he 
has three new assistant coaches in the fold. Steve Hagen, for- 
merly the quarterbacks coach of the Cleveland Browns, is the 
new offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach; Derek 
Frazier, formerly of Northern Arizona, takes over the offensive 
line; and Tim Skipper left a job as the defensive coordinator 
at Sacramento State to coach Fresno State's running backs. 

BOTTOM LINE The Bulldogs, as usual, face a difficult non- 
conference schedule. Oregon, Washington, LSU and Colorado 
State are on the slate, and the season could come down to 
games at LSU (October 21) and at Boise State (November 1). 
One represents a shot at national respect, the other a chance 
to secure that elusive WAC title. 


Pos. 
WR 


No, Name 
1 Paul Williams 


_19 Seyi Ajirotutu 


ur 
LG 
c 


RG 


72 Bobby Lepori 
76 Adam McDowell 
77 Ryan Wendell 
65 Pierce Masse 
59 Kyle Young 

66 Robin Kezerian 
62 Cole Popovich 


52 Richard Pacheco 


RT 


79 Chris Denman 
68 James Meeks 


TE 


WR 


0B 


FB 


85 Bear Pascoe 

88 Jesus Tapia _ 

84 Joe Fernandez 

18 Jaron Fairman 

7 Tom Brandstater — 
3 Sean Norton 

32 Dwayne Wright 

2 _ Clifton Smith 

26 Roshon Vercher 
40 Nate Adams 


39 Clint Stitser 


84 Joe Fernandez 


_ Ht Wt Ch. 
6-2 210 Sr. 
63 200 Fr 
6-5 285 So, 
6-4 285 So. 
6-2 275 Jr 
6-4 285 Fr 
6-5 330 Sr. 
63 300 Sr. 
6-2 285 So. 
6-2 285 So. 
6-6 305 Sr. 
65 310 Fr. 
6-5 260 So. 
66 250 Jr 
5-10 175 Sr. 
61 195 Sr. 
65 220 So, 
5-11 175 So. 
61 220 Jr. 
5:8 190 Jr. 
5-11 245 Sr. 
5-11 240 Jr. 
61 200 Jr. 
510 175 Sr. 


Pos, No, Name = _—_—swdMt.—s WWtyséCCds 
E 92 Marlon Brisco 6-3 260 Sr. 
99 JasonRoberts 6-5 250 So. 

T 98 Louis Leonard 6-4 330 Sr. 
42 Charles Tolbert Slt 265 Jr. 

T 97 Jason Shirley 6-5 330 Jr. 
94 Jon Monga 62 280 So. 
—E 1 Tyler Clutts 6-2 245 Jr. 
__ 4l__Ikenna Ike Pee 
OLB 31 Marcus Riley 6-0 220 Jr 
32 Quaadir Brown 60 210 So. 
MLB 51 Dwayne Andrews 6-0 240 Sr. 
____ 43 _ Ahijah Lane 61 225 Jr 
OLB 10 Alan Goodwin 6-2 220 Sr. 
___34__ Trevor Shamblee 61 220. Jr 
CB 17 ~=©Marcus McCauley 6-1 205 Jr. 
37 JasonBlackman ss 5-10 «“170—s Fr. 
SS 15 Josh Sherley 6-0 205 Sr. 
3 Moses Harris — 61 200 Fre 

FS 4 Vincent Mays 5-1 205 Sr. 
__19 Marvin Haynes _ 61 195 Fr 
CB 30 Elgin Simmons 5-9 180 Sr, 
25 Damon Jenkins _ Sates 

P 37s Mike Lingua 6-0 190 Jr. 
PR 2 Clifton Smith 58 190 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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WAC 


WAC 


Date Opponent 
Sept.1 at Fresno State* 
Sept.9 mat Arizona State 
Sept. 16 Colorado State 
Sept.22 Northwestern* 
Sept.30 @ at UNLV 

Oct.7 —_ at Hawaii 

Oct.21 San Jose State 
Oct.28 New Mexico State 
Nov.4 — at Idaho 

Nov. 11 Utah State 

Nov. 18 — at Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 25 A Boise State 
“Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


WOLF PACK 
DATA 

Stadium: Mackay (artificial, 
31,900) 

Site: Reno, Nev. 

Coach: Chris Ault (177-73-1, 21 years) 


Offensive coordinator: Chris 
Klenakis (3rd year, 13th at school) 


Defensive coordinator: 

Barry Sacks (3rd year, 5th at 
school); Tim DeRuyter (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple, 
One-back 

Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: 2005 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 9-3, 7-1/Tist WAC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Robert Hubbard 

(122 att., 719 yards, 11 TDs) 
Passing: Jeff Rowe 
(241-380-10, 2,925 yards, 21 TDs) 
Receiving: Caleb Spencer 

(67 rec., 889 yards, 7 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Washington State L, 55-21 
UNLV W, 22-14 

at Colorado State L, 42-21 

at San Jose State W, 30-23 
Idaho W, 62-14 
Louisiana Tech W, 37-27 

at Boise State L, 49-14 
Hawaii W, 38-28 

at New Mexico State W, 48-24 

at Utah State W, 30-24 
Fresno State W, 38-35 
UCF* W, 49-48 (OT) 
*Hawaii Bowl 


3. NEVADA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Wolf Pack switched to the 
“pistol” offense last season. The abbreviated shotgun enables 
Nevada to line up the tailback behind the quarterback. The 
“pistol” created a balanced, one-back attack that generated 
34.2 points per game. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Pack lost three major pieces 
of its rushing game: running back B.J. Mitchell, the WAC 
Offensive Player of the Year, and tackles Adam Kiefer and 
Tony Moll, an NFL draft pick. Still, seven starters are back. 
Quarterback Jeff Rowe gets better every year, and his 21-to-10 
touchdown-to-interception ratio was a key to the Wolf Pack 
earning its first bow! since 1996. Rowe is primed to set most 
of Nevada's passing marks. His receiving unit is loaded, start- 
ing with All-WAC performer Caleb Spencer, the team’s leading 
pass catcher last year. Kyle Sammons, Mike McCoy and Alex 
Rosenblum bolster the unit, and Anthony Pudewell is the 
league's best tight end. Even the running game appears in 
good hands despite Mitchell's absence. Robert Hubbard looks 
more than capable of taking over. The one concern: Hubbard 
missed spring ball with a hernia injury. The line will be rebuilt 
from the outside in, Guards Charles Manu and Dominic Green 
have moved to tackle. Center Jimmy Wadhams and guard 
Barrett Reznick add experience on the interior. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY A 3-4 scheme was installed last 
year under co-coordinators Tim DeRuyter and Barry Sacks. It 
didn't help much; opponents scored 31.9 points per game. But 
the new scheme held up reasonably well against the run, 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Seven starters return, plus three 
former starters who were injured for most or all of last season. 
Charles Wilson, Matt Hines and J.J. Milan anchor the line. 
Milan missed the 2005 season but was a starter in '04. He's a 
playmaker. The linebackers are talented. Ezra Butler is a 
standout on the strong side who regularly invades opposing 
backfields. "Wolf’ Joshua Mauga, who started as a true fresh- 
man, and middle man Jason DeMars are veteran hands who 
augment the unit. "Bandit" Jeremy Engstrom was an All-WAC 
second-team choice as a freshman, but he lost his starting job 
last year. He's ready to rebound. Cornerback Joe Garcia might 
be the WAC's top cover guy. Paul Pratt, a starter in '04, returns 
from injury to battle for the other corner spot. Safety Nick 
Hawthrone, who missed most of last year and spring practice 
with an injury, will try to work himself back into the lineup. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Brett Jaekle returns after a strong 
freshman season. Walk-on Thomas Barcia is expected to 
assume punting duties, although he might get competition 
from newcomers. The return and coverage games long have 
been weaknesses, and last year was no exception. Hubbard, 
though, showed promise as a kickoff return man. 

COACHING STAFF Chris Ault kept his staff together after 
winning the Wolf Pack’s first WAC title. He also got a contract 
extension two years into his third stint with Nevada. Ault, 
whose name surfaced briefly in connection with other jobs, 
has been Nevada's coach or athletic director since 1976. 

BOTTOM LINE The program needs to build on last season's 
surprising success, which caused fans to get excited about 
football again. However, a rugged schedule will make this a 
challenging season in Reno. 


Pos. No, Name Ht Wt. Cl 
—E 93 Charles Wilson 6-4 270 Sr. 
94 Mundrae Clifton 61 295 So. 
NT 57 Matt Hines 6-1 285 Jr 
54 Fred White 6-1 280 Jr. 
E 97 Jay Dixon 62 270 Jr. 
48 Erics Clark 65 260 Jr. 
SLB 56 Ezra Butler 62 255 Jr. 
52 Nick Fubr 63 245 Jr 
MLB 33 Jason DeMars 62 255 Sr, 
31__ Kevin Porter 61 240 So. 
WLB 30 Joshua Mauga 6-2 245 So. 
45 Scott Garrison 5-1 220 Sr 
Ban 44 Jeremy Engstrom 61 247 Jr 
55 Selevasio Fauolo 63 220 Sr. 
CB 23 Joe Garcia 6-0 180 Sr. 
35 Paul Pratt Se SO 
SS 49 Uche Anyanwu 6-4 220 So, 
24 Mike Samples 6-0 195 Fr, 
FS 25 Sergio Villasenor 6-1 206 Jr. 
29 — Justin Jackson 61 195 Jr. 
CB 4 De'Angelo Wilson 5-10 185 So, 
14 Devon Walker _ 6-0 180 Jr. 
P 40 Thomas Barcia 5-7 160 So. 
PR 23 Joe Garcia 6-0 180 Sr, 


. Name 


Caleb Spencer 


_ Jack Darlington 


Charles Manu 
A.J. Slater 
Barrett Reznick 
Brad Eskew 
Jimmy Wadhams 
Reid Jacobs 
Greg Hall 

Kyle Robertson 
Dominic Green 
Alonzo Durham 
Anthony Pudewell 
Adam Bishop 
Kyle Sammons 
Andy Mcintosh 
Mike McCoy 
Arthur King 
Jeff Rowe 
Travis Moore 
Robert Hubbard 
Kyle Eklund 
Brett Jaekle 
Kyle Sammons 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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OFFENSE The Warriors will give opposing coordinators cold sweats with their run- 


and-shoot. They return nine starters from a team that scored 30.7 points and passed 
for 384.2 yards per game last season. Colt Brennan led the WAC in pass efficiency as 


a first-year starter, and wideouts Ryan Grice-Mullen and Davone Bess combined for 
26 TDs as freshmen. More good news at receiver: Starters Ross Dickerson and Chad 


Mock return, Jason Rivers is back after a year off 
and Jason Ferguson returns from a knee injury. 
Samson Satele, an AlJ-WAC player, is back on 
the line, and running back Nate Ilaoa is expect- 
ed to regain a year of eligibility to return. 
DEFENSE Jerry Glanville returns for his second 
season as the coordinator. He made progress 
with the unit last year but still couldn't get 
enough stops to get Hawaii to a bowl. The 
Warriors allowed 35.7 points per game, mostly 
because of a leaky run defense. The strength is 
up front, with linemen Ikaika Alama-Francis, 
Melila Purcell and Michael Lafaele returning. 
Linebacker Solomon Elimimian, who had 
83 tackles as a freshman, and safety Brad 
Kalilimoku also provide experience. 
SPECIAL TEAMS This was a weakness last year, 
from coverage to returns to kicks. Against Boise 
State, Hawaii allowed a punt return for a touch- 
down, a blocked field goal for a TD and a blocked 
PAT for two points to blow a potential upset. 
Kicker Dan Kelly, who was 10-for-15, and punter, 
Kurt Milne, who averaged 36.1 yards, return. 
BOTTOM LINE Few teams will have the firepower 
to outscore Hawaii, and with eight home games, 
the team appears primed to return to the 
postseason. The Warriors could contend for the 
WAC title if Glanville can produce a serviceable 
defense and they pull a road upset at Boise 
State or Fresno State. 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 88 Chad Mock 5-1 171 Sr 
WR 7 Davone Bess 5-10 187 So. 
{Tt 70 Tala Esera 6-4 295 Sr. 
LG 65 Hercules Satele 62 302 Jr 
C 64 Samson Satele 63 3 Sr 


RG 55 John Estes 61 275 Fr. 


RT 72 Dane Uperesa 6-5 331 Sr. 
WR 1 Ryan Grice-Mullen 5-10 174 So. 
WR 82 Ross Dickerson 5-10 185 Sr. 
0B 15 Colt Brennan 6-3 190 Jr. 
RB 4 Nate llaoa 5-9 248 Sr. 
K 99 Dan Kelly 6-3. 199 So. 
KR 27 Andre Taylor 5-1 71 Sr. 
— 98 Melila Purcell 6-5 266 Sr. 
NT 67 Michael Lafaele 6-0 306 Jr. 
£ 91. Ikalka Alama-Francis 6-5 250 Sr. 
LB 33 C.J. Allen-Jones 6-2 219 So. 
LB 41 Solomon Elimimian 6-0 224 So. 
LB 44 Adam Leonard 6-0 237 So. 
LB 58 John Fonoti 6-3 233 So, 
CB 34. «A.J. Martinez 510 77 Jr. 
FS 42 Leonard Peters 6-1 199 Sr 
SS 43 Brad Kalilimoku 5-10 204 Jr. 
CB 19 C.J.Hawthorne 5-1 165 Jr. 
P 25 Kurt Milne 5-11 208 Sr. 
PR 34 A.J. Martinez 510 77 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Mat Alabama 
Sept. 16 UNLV 

Sept. 23 at Boise State 
Sept. 30 Eastern Illinois 
Oct.7 @ Nevada 
Oct.14 at Fresno State 
Oct. 21 at New Mexico State 
Oct. 28 Idaho 

Nov.4 at Utah State 
Nov. 11 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 18 San Jose State 
Noy. 25 A Purdue 
Dec.2 Oregon State . 
® Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 
WARRIORS 
DATA 


Stadium: Aloha (artificial, 
50,000) 

Site: Honolulu 

Coach; June Jones (53-37, 

7 years; 9th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: June 
Jones (8th year, 9th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jerry Glanville (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Run-and- 
shoot 

Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1999 (tie) 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 5-7, 4-4/5th WAC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Nate Ilaoa 

(85 att., 643 yards, 6 TDs) 
Passing: Colt Brennan 
(350-515-13, 4,301 yards, 35 TDs) 
Receiving: Ryan Grice-Mullen 
(85 rec., 1,228 yards, 12 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
USC L, 63-17 
at Michigan State L, 42-14 
at Idaho W, 24-0 
Boise State L, 44-41 . 
at Louisiana Tech L, 46-14 
New Mexico State W, 49-28 
at San Jose State W, 45-38 
Fresno State L, 27-13 
at Nevada L, 38-28 
Utah State W, 50-23 
Wisconsin L, 41-24 
San Diego State W, 49-38 


5. LOUISIANA TECH 


OFFENSE For the third straight year, the running game will be the strength of the 
offense. Freddie Franklin (4.9 yards per carry) and Patrick Jackson (4.2), who missed 
most of spring ball with a torn knee ligament, will carry the load. The Bulldogs aver- 
aged 147.5 rushing yards per game, and they return three starting linemen, led by 
guard Marcus Lindsey. The situation isn't quite so rosy at quarterback, where depart- 


ed seniors Matt Kubik and Donald Allen left a 
big hole. Zac Champion, who has thrown eight 
passes the past two years, is the favorite in a 
battle with redshirt freshman Michael Mosley 
and junior college transfer Joe Danna. 
DEFENSE The Bulldogs lost nine of 11 starters 
from a defense that led the WAC in turnovers 
(31). Safety Dez Abrams and linebacker Brannon 
Jackson are the lone returning starters, Jackson 
made 50 tackles last season and will help fill 
the massive void left by Barry Robertson and 
Byron Santiago (182 combined tackles). Abrams, 
who was third on the team with 52 tackles, 
leads a secondary that will look to a couple of 
converted running backs for help. Mark Dillard— 
last year’s leading rusher—moved to safety, and 
Weldon Brown will be a safety. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Danny Horwedel was 
solid, nailing 18-of-26 attempts last season. 
Punter Chris Keagle doesn't have a powerful leg, 
but he regularly pins opponents inside the 
20-yard line and rarely allows big returns. 
BOTTOM LINE It’s a good thing coach Jack 
Bicknell got his contract extension after last 
season, when he led the program to its first win- 
ning season since 2001. The Bulldogs play four 
of their first five games on the road—at 
Nebraska, Texas A&M, Clemson and Boise State. 
That won't be a whole lot of fun with a new quar- 
terback and inexperienced defense. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt, Cl 
WR 7 Johnathan Holland 6-0 187 Sr. 
tT 73 Tyler Miller 6-7 304 Jr. 
LG 66 David Accardo 65 305 So. 
C 51 Jacob Peeler 6-3 277 Sr. 
RG 78 Marcus Lindsey 6-7 360 Sr. 
RT 63 Ryan Considine 6-5 291 Jr. 
TE 89 Anthony James 6-6 269 Sr. 
WR 82 Eric Newman 6-0 190 Sr. 
WR 81 Josh Wheeler 6-4 187 So 
QB 10 Zac Champion 61 201 Jr. 
RB 28 Freddie Franklin 6-0 182 Jr. 
K 31 Danny Horwedel 6-2 195 Jr. 
KR 23 Patrick Jackson 5-10 192 So. 
£ 91 Sammie Collins 63 247 Sr. 
NT 92 Josh Muse 63 303 Jr. 
T 94 Wes Day 6-4 238 So. 
LB 37 Quin Harris 63 228 So 
LB 58 Brannon Jackson 6-2 253 Jr. 
LB 44 Anthony Crosby 60 226 Jr. 
LB 27 Marquis Spurgon 6-0 184 Sr. 
CB 20 Sandy Ray Collins 5-10 185 Sr. 
DS 35 Weldon Brown 5-10 178 So, 
FS 4 Dez Abrams 6-0 192 Sr. 
CB 26 Anthony Moss 5-10 178 Sr. 
P 15 Chris Keagle 5-11 228 So. 
PR 28 Freddie Franklin . 6-0 182 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Nebraska 

Sept. 16 Nicholls State 

Sept. 23 at Texas A&M 

Sept. 30 m@ at Clemson 
Oct.7 at Boise State 
Oct.14 Idaho 

Oct. 21 Utah State 

Oct. 28  @ at San Jose State 
Nov.4 at North Texas 

Nov. 11 at Hawaii 

Nov.18 A Nevada 

Nov. 24 Fresno State* 
Dec.2 at New Mexico State 
*Friday 
® Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


BULLDOGS 
DATA 

Stadium: Joe Aillet (grass, 
30,600) 

Site: Ruston, La. 

Coach: Jack Bicknell (40-42, 

T years; 10th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: Conroy 
Hines (7th year, 15th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Randy Bates (2nd year, 7th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
one-back 

Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: 2001 
Last bow! appearance: 2001 
2005 record: 7-4, 6-2/T3rd WAC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Mark Dillard” 
(155 att., 672 yards, 8 TDs) 
Passing: Zac Champion 
(2-2-0, 16 yards, 0 TDs) 


Receiving: Eric Newman 
(30 rec., 566 yards, 8 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Florida Als > 
at Kansas L, 34-14 
New Mexico State W, 34-14 
Hawaii W, 46-14 

at Nevada L, 37-27 
North Texas W, 40-14 
San Jose State ——-W, 31-14 

at Utah State W, 27-13 

at Idaho W, 41-38 
Boise State L, 30-13 

at Fresno State W, 40-28 
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4770 6. SAN JOSE STATE 


OFFENSE The Spartans return four starting linemen and three experienced tailbacks, 
a combination that could give the offense a powerful running game. Tackle Matt 
Cantu, guards Marcel Burrough and John Booker and center Justin Paysinger provide 
building blocks. Arizona State transfer Bradis McGriff could fill the fifth starting spot. 
The beneficiary, among others, is All-WAC tailback Yonus Davis, who averaged 


6.7 yards per carry last season. The question 
mark is at quarterback. Starter Adam Tafralis 
returns, but he completed just 49.7 percent of 
his passes last year and will compete with junior 
college transfer Sean Flynn for the job. The 
receivers have experience and speed. James 
Jones had 30 catches last season. 

DEFENSE The team made significant progress on 
defense in its first year under coach Dick Tomey. 
It allowed 32.5 points per game, but that's 

10.1 points fewer than it allowed in 2004. 
However, the team returns just two starters— 
linebacker Matt Castelo and safety Christopher 
Vedder. Castelo made 91 tackles last season. 

A handful of role players will try to step inta 
starring roles. Among them is end Jarron 
Gilbert, who made three sacks last year, and cor- 
nerback Christopher Owens. 

SPECIAL TEAMS This group might be the best 
set of kickers in the WAC. Punter Waylon Prather 
averaged 39.3 yards last year and placed more 
than one-third of his punts inside the opponent's 
20-yard line. Kicker Jared Strubeck was 11 of 18 
on field-goal attempts, but the Spartans recov- 
ered three of five of Strubeck’s onside kicks. 
BOTTOM LINE San Jose State could be a dark 
horse in the WAC if it finds an answer at quar- 
terback. Tomey’s team begins the season with 
four of its first five games at home, so a quick 
start could fuel a breakout year. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 3 James Jones 61 196 Sr. 
tT 76 Matt Cantu 6-3 290 Sr. 
LG 62 Marcel Burrough 6-6 322 Sr. 
C€ 68 Justin Paysinger 6-1 290 So. 
RG 63 John Booker 6-4 300 Jr. 
RT 75 Bradis McGriff 6-6 335 So. 
TE 49 Jason Cain 65 235 So. 
WR 81 John Broussard 6-1 165 Sr. 
QB 2 Sean Flynn 65.715. Jc 
RB. 34 Yonus Davis 5-7 180 Jr. 
FB 42 James T. Callier 6-0 221 Jr. 
K 10 Jared Strubeck 5-9 160 So. 
KR 34 Yonus Davis , 57 180 Jr 
E 93 Justin Cole 63 210 Fr. 
T 92 Freddy McCutcheon 62 295 Sr. 
T 90 Josh Pulu 62 283 Jr. 
E 53  Jarron Gilbert 6-5 240 So. 
LB 51 Chris Reese 59 195 So. 
LB 35 Matt Castelo 5-10 200 Jr. 
{8 31 Dimitrous Chattman 6-0 190 So. 
CB 32 Ellis Jones 51 190 So, 
SS. 8 Christopher Vedder 6-0 205 Sr. 
FS 22 Jason Evans 61 185 Sr. 
CB 29 Christopher Owens 5-10 170 So. 
P18 Waylon Prather 6-3 229 Jr. 
PR 34 Yonus Davis 57 180 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Washington 
Sept.9 a Stanford 
Sept. 23 Cal Poly 

Sept. 30 San Diego State 
Oct.14 Utah State 

Oct. 21 at Nevada 
Oct.28 @ Louisiana Tech 
Nov.4 — at New Mexico State 
Nov. 1!  miBoise State 
Nov.18 at Hawaii 

Nov. 25 at Idaho 

Dec.2 _ Fresno State 
Toughest game @ Must win 


A Best chance to pull an upset 


SPARTANS 
DATA 

Stadium: Spartan (grass, 
30,456) 

Site: San Jose 

Coach: Dick Tomey (3-8, 1 year; 
161-118-3 overall, 25 years) 
Offensive coordinators; 
Ken Margerum (2nd year); 
Steve Morton (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinators: 
Dave Fipp (2nd year); 

Tom Williams (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1990 
(Big West) 

Last bowl appearance: 1990 
2005 record: 3-8, 2-6/Téth 
WAC 


Rushing: Yonus Davis 

(95 att., 638 yards, 4 TDs) 
Passing: Adam Tafralis 
(142-286-10, 1,810 yards, 11 TDs) 
Receiving: James Jones 

(30 rec., 278 yards, 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
Eastern Washington W, 35-24 * 
at Illinois L, 40-19 
at San Diego State L, 52-21 


Nevada L, 30-23 
at Utah State L, 24-17 
at Boise State L, 38-21 
Hawaii L, 45-38 
at Louisiana Tech LL, 31-14 

at Fresno State L, 45-7 

New Mexico State W, 27-10 
Idaho W, 26-18 


7. UTAH STATE 


outs at his disposal in Tony Pennyman and 
Kevin Robinson. The line will be a rebuilding 
project with the loss of All-WAC tackle Donald 
Penn, among others. 

DEFENSE The defense kept Utah State in games 
at times last year, thanks largely to a few 
outstanding players. End John Chick, an 
All-WAC performer, is gone, but talented young- 
sters return. Linebacker Jake Hutton was a 
walk-on who led the team with 87 tackles last 
season. Tackle Brian Soi collected 4'/2 sacks, 
though he is questionable for the season 
because of academics. Terrance Washington, 
who snagged two interceptions last year, 
anchors a young secondary. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Pennyman scored two touch- 
downs on kickoff returns, and Robinson scored 
one on a punt return last season. Kicker/punter 
Justin Hamblin returns, but he made only 6 of 14 
field-goal attempts in 2005. He could handle 
both chores for the second straight year if fresh- 
man Darryl Wheeler can't handle the punting job. 
BOTTOM LINE The nonconference schedule is 
loaded with Wyoming, Arkansas, Utah and BYU, 
and only the Utah game is in Logan. The Aggies 
visit defending WAC co-champs Boise State and 


| Nevada, too, so this probably isn't the program's 


turnaround season. However, the Aggies are 
young enough that progress could lead to 
success in 2007. 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 1 Tony Pennyman 5-9 164 Sr. 
UT 77 Derek Hoke 6-9 300 So. 
LG 67 Ryan Tonnemacher 63 270 So. 
C 62 Brent DeLadurantey 63 306 Sr. 
RG 64 Ryan Wilson 63 256 Sr, 
RT 65 Taylor Wallace 6-4 287 Fr. 

TE 86 Rob Myers 6-4 236 So. 
WR 6 _ Kevin Robinson 6-0 185 Jr. 
QB 7 Leon Jackson 6-1 196 Jr. 
RB 4 ~~ Marcus Cross 51 205 Jr. 
FB 88 Jimmy Bohm 62 2 Jr 
K 13 Justin Hamblin 5-1 141 Sr. 
KR 1 Tony Pennyman 5-9 164 Sr. 
E 58 Ben Calderwood 62 252 So. 
T 41 Kerry Shepherd 62 273 Sr. 
T 79 EJ. Reid 6-1 297 Jr. 
E 57 Frank Maile 61 261 Jr. 
LB 47 Daryl Fields 57 190 So. 
LB 53 Jake Hutton 6-0 220 So. 
LB 45 Devon Hall 6-3 209 So. 
CB 23 Josh Taylor 6-0 173 So. 
SS 39 Caleb Taylor 63 189 So, 
FS 9 Terrance Washington 5-11 197 Sr. 
CB 3 Marquise Charles 5-8 169 So. 
P = 30_— Darryl Wheeler 510 189 Fr. 

PR 6 Kevin Robinson 6-0 185 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


OFFENSE The Aggies, who scored just 18.9 points per game last season, must find a 
reliable tailback if they want to become a factor in the WAC; they managed just 117 
rushing yards per game. The answer might be junior college transfer Marcus Cross, 
who rushed for more than 1,000 yards last fall. Quarterback Leon Jackson, a dual 
threat, begins his second year directing the offense, and he has two talented wide- 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Wyoming 
Sept.9 at Arkansas 
Sept.16 « Utah 

Sept. 23 at BYU 

Sept. 30 @ Idaho 

Oct.7 — Fresno State 
Oct.14 at San Jose State 
Oct. 21 at Louisiana Tech 
Nov.4 Hawaii 

Nov. 11 at Nevada 
Nov.18 mat Boise State 


Nov. 25 — New Mexico State 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


AGGIES DATA 
Stadium: Romney (artificial, 
25,513) 

Site: Logan, Utah 

Coach: Brent Guy (3-8, 1 year) 


* Offensive coordinator: 


Mike Santiago (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mark Johnson (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme; 4-3 
Last league title won; 1997 
(tie, Big West) 

Last bowl appearance: 1997 
2005 record: 3-8, 2-6/Téth 
WAC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Ryan Bohm 

92 att., 340 yards, 4 TDs) 
Passing: Leon Jackson 


(132-229-6, 1,547 yards, 8 TDs) 
Receiving: Tony Pennyman 


(63 rec., 741 yards, 5 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
at Utah L, 31-7 
UNLV W, 31-24 
at Idaho L, 27-13 
San Jose State —-W, 24-17 
at Fresno State —L, 53-21 
Boise State L, 45-21 
at Alabama L, 35-3 
Louisiana Tech L, 27-17 
at Hawaii L, 50-23 
Nevada L, 30-24 


at New Mexico State W, 24-21 


8. IDAHO 


OFFENSE The team is loaded with returning starters, but it is starting over with its 
scheme. New coach Dennis Erickson—known for his wide-open passing attacks—and 
his staff hope to throw the ball a bunch and improve the efficiency of the running 
game. Quarterback Steven Wichman is a strong-armed, accurate trigger man, and the 
line is experienced. The running game was awful last season—2.5 yards per rush—and 


should benefit from the return of Jayson Bird, 
who missed most of last season with a broken 
collarbone. Three key wideouts return in 
Wendell Octave, Tracy Ford and Matt Askew, but 
star D.J. Smith left early for the NFL. 

DEFENSE Coordinator Jeff Mills must rebuild a 
defense that gave up 38.1 points and 421 yards 
per game last season, and he must do it without 
the heart and soul of last year's group—line- 
backer Cole Snyder, the team’s leading tackler 
with 139 stops in 2005. The Vandals believe 
they have good speed on defense, and they have 
at least two outstanding young players: line- 
backer Josh Bousman and safety D.J. Dykes. 
SPECIAL TEAMS The Vandals were ineffective in 
the return and coverage games last season, but 
they boast one of the best kickers in the nation. “ 
Mike Barrow was 16 of 19 on field-goal attempts 
last season, including 2-of-3 from 50-plus yards. 
T.J. Conley returns from a broken leg to punt. 
BOTTOM LINE Erickson’s return to Idaho has 
energized the fan base, but it might not be 
much fun once the season begins. The schedule 
serves up September road games against 
Michigan State, Washington State and Oregon 
State. The conference schedule isn't much bet- 
ter, with trips to Louisiana Tech, Hawaii and 
Fresno State. That looks like trouble for a team 
that hasn't won more than three games in a sea- 
son since 2000. 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl 
WR 1 Wendell Octave 6-1 187 Sr. 
LT 68 Nate VanderPol 6-6 306 Sr. 
LG 50 Jade Tadvick 6-5 314 Sr. 
C 72 Adam Korby 6-2 292 So. 
RG 62 Adam Juratovac 63 297 Fr. 
RT 65 Kris Anderson 63 299 So. 
TE 45 Luke Smith-Anderson 65 253 Jr. 
WR 86 Lee Smith 6-0 193 So. 
WR 23 Wes Williams 5-10 167 So. 
0B 8 Steven Wichman 63 219 Sr. 
RB 44 Jayson Bird 6-0 221 So. 
K 43 Mike Barrow 5-11 158 Sr. 
KR 8 — Reggie Jones 510 201 Jr. 
E 58 Ben Alexander 6-1 224 Jr. 
T 92 Ryan Davis 6-0 261 Sr. 
T 98 Josh Shaw 62 254 So. 
E 93 Charles Campbell 63 226 Sr. 
OLB 40 David Vobora 61 214 Jr 
MLB 11 Jaron Williams 61 27 Sr. 
OLB 31 Josh Bousman 6-2 228 Jr. 
CB 6 _— Stanley Franks 5-1 167) Jr. 
SS 49 D.J. Dykes 6-3 202 Jr. 
FS 16 Tone Taupule 6-1 205 Sr. 
CB 8 ~— Reggie Jones 510 201 Jr. 
P 14. TJ. Conley 63 210 Fr. 
PR 23 Wes Williams 5-10 167 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Michigan State 
Sept.9 a at Washington State 
Sept. 16 @ Idaho State 
Sept. 23 at Oregon State 
Sept. 30 at Utah State 
Oct.7 New Mexico State 
Oct.14 at Louisiana Tech 
Oct. 21  m™ Boise State 
Oct.28 at Hawaii 

Nov.4 = Nevada 


Nov. 18 ~ at Fresno State 
Nov. 25 San Jose State 
® Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


VANDALS DATA 
Stadium: Kibbie Dome 
(artificial, 16,000) 

Site: Moscow, Idaho 

Coach: Dennis Erickson (ist 
year, 7th at school; 32-15, 

4 years at school; 145-56-1 
overall, 17 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Dan 
Cozzetto (ist year, 12th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jeff Mills (Ist year, 8th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Single back 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: 1998 
(Big West) , 

Last bowl appearance: 1998 
2005 record: 2-9, 2-6/Téth WAC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing; Rolly Lumbala 

(128 att., 472 yards, 1 TD) 
Passing: Steven Wichman 
(226-401-18, 2,746 yards, 15 TDs) 
Receiving: Wendell Octave 

(33 rec., 537 yards, 3 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Washington State L, 38-26 


at UNLV L, 34-31 

at Washington —L, 34-6 
Hawaii L, 24-0 

Utah State W, 27-13 

at Nevada L, 62-14 
Fresno State L, 40-10 

at New Mexico State W, 38-37 (207) 
Louisiana Tech —L, 41-38 

at Boise State —_L, 70-35 


at San Jose State L, 26-18 


WAC 


9, NEW MEXICO STATE 


OFFENSE The team hopes two transfers can put some potency into Hal Mumme's Air 
Raid offense. Quarterback Chase Holbrook followed Mumme from Southeastern 
Louisiana, and he'll be the starter after sitting out last year. His primary target could 
be Aikeem Jolla, a transfer from Miami. Starting wideouts Tim Tolbert and A.J. Harris 
also return. Justine Buries gives the Aggies a running threat after a 779-yard season, 


and Jeremiah Williams was impressive in the 
spring. They'll run behind a line depleted by 
graduation and linemen Martinues Albert's and 
Kyle Smith's move to the defense. 

DEFENSE The Aggies had two defensive play- 
makers in 2005, and both are gone. Linebacker 
Jimmy Cottrell and safety Matt Griebel held 
together a defense that allowed 217.3 rushing 
yards and 481.3 total yards per game. This year's 
defense will start with the secondary, where 
three experienced players return. Safety Eric 
Carrie and cornerbacks Courtney Bryan and Alex 
Bernard should allow the Aggies to slow down 
the WAC's top quarterbacks. The run defense, 
though, is in the hands of a bunch of part-time 
players and newcomers. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The punt team was exceptional 
last season. It ranked sixth nationally in net 
punting, but punter Brad Evans is gone. Kicker 
Connor Foley is out, too, after a 6-for-12 season. 
Both jobs are up for grabs. The team likes to use 
a kickoff return that is somewhat like the wish- 
bone, and it resulted in a touchdown in ‘05. 
BOTTOM LINE The Aggies should be improved 
after a 0-12 season, but they have too far to go 
to make much headway in the WAC. New Mexico 
State must improve its run defense to compete 
against Boise State, Fresno State, Nevada and 
Louisiana Tech, which all can pound the ball on 


the ground. 

PROJECTED STARTERS 
Pos, No, Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 18 A.J. Harris 6-2 190 So. 
WR 2 Aikeem Jolla 63 200 Sr. 
LT 69 Mike Martinez 63 315 Jr 
LG 79 Maveu Hemuli 65 335 Fr. 
C 55 James Farrelly 6-4 285 Jr. 
RG 65 Polo Gutierrez 63 276 So. 
RT 74 Adam Honaker 63 295 Jr. 
WR 19 Derek Dubois 61 2 Je. 
WR 84 Tim Tolbert 6-1 184 Sr. 
QB 12 Chase Holbrook 6-6 235 So. 
RB 30 = Jeremiah Williams 6-0 205 ‘So. 
K 48 Matt Pratt 61 170 So. 
KR 18 A.J. Harris 62 190 So. 
E 45 Maurice Murray 63 280 Jr. 
NG 90 Jeremy Weeks 6-2 285 Sr. 
E 91° Jared Naylor 6-2 278 Sr. 
LB 8 ‘Tim McManigal 6-0 222 Sr. 
LB 9 Shauna Leaupepe 61 235 So. 
LB 11 _—_La’Auli Fonoti 6-2 225 So. 
LB 17 Nathan Nuttall 6-0 212 Sr. 
CB 27 Courtney Bryan 5-1 195 Sr. 
SS 3 Eric Carrie 5-9 200 Jr. 
FS 26 Cole Marton 6-0 195 Sr. 
CB 36 Alex Bernard 5-8 185 Jr. 
P 5 — Jared Kaufman 61 WW or. 
PR 28 Chris Williams 5-9 155 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Aug. 31 SE Louisiana* 
Sept.9 «a New Mexico 
Sept. 16 Texas Southern 
Sept. 30 at UTEP 

Oct.7 @at Idaho 
Oct.15 Boise State* 
Oct. 21 Hawaii 

Oct.28 at Nevada 
Nov.4 San Jose State 
Nov. 11 gi at Fresno State 
Nov. 25 at Utah State 
Dec.2 —_ Louisiana Tech 
*Thursday “Sunday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


AGGIES DATA 
Stadium: Aggie Memorial 
(grass, 30,343) 

Site: Las Cruces, N.M. 
Coach: Hal Mumme (0-12, 

1 year; 97-76-1 overall, 14 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Hal Mumme (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Woody Widenhofer (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Air Raid 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 
Last league title won: 1978 
(Missouri Valley) 

Last bowl appearance: 1960 
2005 record: 0-12, 0-8/9th 
WAC 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Justine Buries 

(187 att., 779 yards, 5 TDs) 
Passing: Joey Vincent 
(113-215-12, 1,219 yards, 6 TDs) 
Receiving: A.J. Harris 


(39 rec., 448 yards, 4 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
UTEP L, 34-17 

at Colorado L, 39-0 

at New Mexico L, 38-21 
California L, 41-13 

at Louisiana Tech L, 34-14 
Fresno State L, 37-7 

at Hawaii L, 49-28 
Idaho L, 38-37 (201) 
at Boise State L, 56-6 
Nevada L, 48-24 
at San Jose State L, 27-10 
Utah State L, 24-21 
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By MIcHAEL Murpny, 
Houston CHRONICLE 


SCOUTIN 


Will there be 
surprises? Yeah, 
count on it 


Nobody really knew what 
to expect entering last year's 
new-look Conference USA. 
And, sure enough, there were 
surprises, not the least of 
which was the inexplicable 
emergence of UCF under 
George O'Leary. 

Picking a favorite this sea- 
son is just as difficult. The 
West should be a three-team 
race among UTEP, Tulsa and 
Houston. 

In the East, UCF, which 
returns almost every key 
offensive player from last 
year's 8-5 team, has the 
inside track to repeat. 


Ascending 
Houston. The Cougars 

return just about every major 
contributor and play eight 
games within the city limits, 
so eight or nine victories and 
a second bowl bid in a row 
are possible. 


Descending 

Memphis. Running back 
DeAngelo Williams? Gone. 
Versatile Maurice Avery? 
Gone. Kicker Stephen 
Gostkowski? Gone. Linebacker 
Tim Goodwell? Gone. Going to 


anything more than Carson's 
younger brother, Palmer 
needs to deliver. Job 1: Don't 
throw 19 interceptions again. 


Biggest shoes to fill 

DeAngelo Williams, RB, 
Memphis. He won three 
straight C-USA Offensive 
Player of the Year awards. 
Need we say more? Swallow 
hard, Joseph Doss. 

Garrett Mills, TE, Tulsa. 


Newcomers to watch 

Biren Ealy, WR, Houston. 
The big (6-3) Arizona trans- 
fer should fit easily into the 
Cougars’ passing offense. 

Marcus Raines, LB, 
Southern Miss. He served 
time in prison after a 
manslaughter conviction. But 
after redshirting, Raines is 
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getting a much-publicized 
second chance. 


Best coach 

Steve Kragthorpe, Tulsa. 
He has turned a downtrodden 
program into a power, and he 
is drawing interest from other 
schools and the NFL. 


Best staff 

UTEP. Mike Price has 
gotten a big assist from a 
staff that includes Tim 
Hundley, a premier defensive 
coordinator, and offensive 
line coach/assistant head 
coach Lawrence Livingston. 
And offensive coordinator 
Eric Price, Mike's son, is a 
rising star. 


Coach on the hot seat 

Art Briles, Houston. The 
Cougars stumbled in key 
games last year. Another.6-6 
season won't cut it. 


Games to watch 

Southern Miss at UCF, 
Sept. 26. A clash between 
the East's top teams, with 
the winner likely taking the 
banner. 

UTEP at Houston, Oct. 21. 
Not only a matchup between 
two of the West's top teams 
but also between C-USAs 
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MARSHALL SPORTS INFORMATION OFFICE 


four bowls in a row will be The guy who played an PROJECTED FINISH Backfield Wis Line Overall Line LBs DBs-Overall teams Coaches 
difficult for the Tigers. H-back role might have been —_ EAST DIVISION 
, the nation’s best tight end 1.UGE - a i_é 
ere, Most underrated player last year, when he grabbed 51 & Southern Miss §_4 2 4 6 6 TT is 
~" : _ 4 3. Memphis 0.9. fe 8 5 2 8G | 
Aundrae Allison Marcus Thomas, RB, UTEP. passes. Into the void steps 4. Marshall Zhi ees: 7 8 
Ml [ . The former Parade All-American Ted Curtis. 5, East Carolina le: Se. 2 10 
‘3 nM broke out last season, rushing Ryan Gilbert, RB, 6. UAB 2 29 Ee 9 8 0 9 4 6 
for 791 yards and catching 32 Houston. He emerged as a WEST DIVISION 
< passes for 440 yards. ground-eating force, racking 1. UTEP To AE | EE ies 
up 1,037 rushing yards last 2. Tulsa eae). Se hat) 
Player who must step up season. Jackie Battle steps in 3. Houston ee) ee ea 
Jordan Palmer, QB, UTEP. after running for 408 yards 4. SMU 26h OF 02 9 SE We 9 
Hehe wantete he kngwniae last year. 5. Tulane a a a a 
6. Rice ("Saat | noon tn 2 
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ALL-CONFERENCE 


Pos.Name, school —— Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR Vincent Marshall, Houston 5-8 175 Sr. 
WR Aundrae Allison, East Carolina 61 192 Sr. 
TE Shawn Nelson, Southern Miss 6-5 230 So, 
T _ SirVincent Rogers, Houston 63 305 Jr. 
T — Jeff Perret, Tulsa 67 329 Sr. 
best quarterbacks—UTEP's 2005 finsh. Marshall's dreams with anyone. Stopping any- Ae ih eer eciieah ats 
Palmer and Houston's Kevin might be trashed by a tough one, however, is another mat- p> ate Oy Sonnet Cet peak d hg 
C Cedric Gagne-Marcoux, UCF 63 280 Sr. 
Kolb. nonconference schedule. er. ... Houston quarterback 0B Kevin Kolb, Houston 6-3 225 Sr 
UTEP at Tulsa, Oct. 27. The East Carolina is a dark horse Kevin Kolb will emerge as a RB Marcus Thomas, UTEP 61 215 Jr. 
Miners dealt the Golden peripheral Heisman Trophy RB_ Ahmad Bradshaw, Marshall 5-1 190 Jr. 
Hurricane its only loss in its Best bets candidate in a fun house : 
last eight games in 2005 ona Look for a bonanza of attack. ... Don't be shocked : spa i ea ay ed = 
last-second field goal. This 1,000-yard rushers, including if any of these upsets happen: T ad sich SMU 63 280 a 
could go a long way toward UCF's Kevin Smith, Marshall's UCF winning at Florida LB Wade Koehl, Houston 6-2 230 Sr 
deciding the West title. Ahmad Bradshaw, Rice's (September 9), Marshall over LB Nick Bunting, Tulsa 6-1 230 Sr. 
Quinton Smith, UTEP’s Marcus one of its tough September LB Troy Collavo, UTEP 6-0 235 Sr. 
Bowl bound Thomas and—surprise— nonleague road foes (West LB Matt Couch, Marshall 2 235 Sr, 
UCF, UTEP, Southern Miss, Memphis’ Joseph Doss. ... If Virginia, Kansas State and - ae. a guts 
Tulsa and Houston should be you're looking for a sleeper, Tennessee) and Memphis S Curtis Keyes, Marshall 6-0 195 Sr. 
locks. SMU could carry look no further than East at home over Tennessee S Wesley Smith, Memphis 6-3 194 Sr. 
momentum from a strong Carolina. The Pirates will score (September 30). TSN 
K Darren McCaleb, Southern Miss 5-l 165 Sr. 
P Michael Gibson, Memphis 62 190 Sr. 
KR Joe Burnett, UCF 5-11 180 So. 
Offense: Kevin Kolb, OB, Houston 
RANKING THE TEAMS Defense: Wesley Smith, S, Memphis 
1, Southern Miss, WRs Torris Magee 4, East Carolina. Skip Holtz did a WR Duke Calhoun. Offense: Biren Ealy, WR, Houston 
and Johdrick Morris and LB Martez great job finding offensive weapons. 7. Rice. The new Defense: Sean Merrill, L, Southern Miss 
Smith could play for most SEC teams. Melvin Patterson was one of Florida's _ staff wants to pass, 
DT Sean Merrill could help right away. top receivers. QB Dwayne Harris So receivers were 
2. UAB. WR Courtney Smith is a could be special in time. added, Pierre Beasley might be the 10. Tulane. The Green Wave stole 
future NFL player. DB J.D. Douglas 5. UCF. Junior college QB Terry Mayo _— best. DB Max Anyiam looks good. RB Andre Anderson late from UCF. 
could be a star. Chris Evans was one looks like the quarterback of the 8. UTEP. The Miners picked up solid 11. Tulsa. QB Clark Harrell was sought 
of Alabama's top running backs. future. DT Torell Johnson is amassive — Lone Star prospects RB Donald by many programs. 
3. Marshall. Kentucky QB Brian presence; he could play this fall. Buckram and TE Jonny Moore. 12. SMU. WRs Phillip Burley and 
Anderson is a future star. Prep school © 6, Memphis. Corderick Govanheadsa 9. Houston. A quarterback of the Bryan McCann had numerous offers. 
LB Josh Johnson was one of strong group of defensive players. The future was needed. L.J, Castilmi -JC Shurburtt and John Talman, 
Georgia's top prospects at one time. Tigers beat several SEC programs for might be the one. Rivals.com 
RETURNING LEADERS 
RUSHING Player, school, class Yds. Avg. Long TD YPG = NCAATk. 
1, Ahmad Bradshaw, Marshall, Jr. " ste 997 47 56 9 90.6 43 
2. Kevin Smith, UCF, So. 13 249 1178 47 78 9 90.6 44 
3. Quinton Smith, Rice, Sr. N 140 902 64 58 a 82.0 52 
4, DeMyron Martin, SMU, So. N 185 854 46 39 7 776 61 
5. Marcus Thomas, UTEP, Jr. a} 149 791 5.3 47 5 ik) 70 
PASSING Player, school, class G Comp Att. Pct. Int. Yds. Yds/att. TD Rating NCAArk. 
1. Paul Smith, Tulsa, Jr. 13 227) «6364 «= 62.4 62,847 78 20 «142.9 24 
yw 2 Jordan Palmer, UTEP, Sr. 12 258 434 594 19 3,503 81 29 (140.5 25 
= 3. Steven Moffett, UCF, Sr. | a OR A ra) 78 22.—«139.5 27 
" a 4. Kevin Kolb, Houston, Sr. 12 254 420 605 15 3,258 78 9 = 133.4 40 
5. James Pinkney, East Carolina, Sr. N 222 ,366 607 8 2,773 7.6 4 #81325 45 
= RECEIVING Player, school, class G Rec. Yds. Long TD RPG YPR YPG NCAA rk. 
= 1, Aundrae Allison, East Carolina, Sr. tt 83 1,024 59 7 7.6 2.3 93.1 19 
2. Vincent Marshall, Houston, Sr. 12 71 (939 83 6 59 13.2 78.2 43 
8 3. Mike Walker, UCF, Sr. i] 64 855 4 9 5.8 13.4 TT 44 
E 4 Johnnie Lee Higgins, UTEP, Sr. 12 49 837 52 9 41 TA} 69.8 59 
5, Preston Brown, Tulane, Sr. Nl 47 720 68 6 43 15.3 65.5 67 
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Date 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 26 


Opponent 
Villanova 

gat Florida 
South Florida 

@ Southern Miss* 
Oct.4 at Marshall** 
Oct.13 a Pitt* 

Oct. 21 Rice 

Oct. 28 at Houston 
Nov.4 — East Carolina 
Nov. 11 at Memphis 
Nov.18 at Tulane 

Nov. 25 UAB 

"Tuesday **Wednesday “Friday 
B Toughest game @ Must win 
© Best chance to pull an upset 


GOLDEN 
KNIGHTS DATA 
Stadium: Citrus Bowl (grass, 
65,438) 

Site: Orlando 


Coach: George O'Leary (8-16, 
2 years; 60-49 overall, 9 years) 


Offensive coordinator: 

Tim Salem (3rd year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Lance Thompson (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 
Last league title won: None 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 8-5, 7-1/Ist C-USA 
East 


Rushing: Kevin Smith 

(249 att., 1,178 yards, 9 TDs) 
Passing: Steven Moffett 
(223-375-9, 2,925 yards, 22 TDs) 
Receiving: Mike Walker 

(64 rec., 855 yards, 11 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at South Carolina L, 24-15 

at South Florida L, 31-14 
Marshall W, 23-13 

at La.-Lafayette  W, 24-21 
Memphis W, 38-17 

at Southern Miss L, 52-31 
Tulane W, 34-24 

at East Carolina W, 30-20 
Houston W, 31-29 

at UAB W, 27-21 

at Rice W, 31-28 
Tulsa* L, 44-27 
Nevada* L, 49-48 (OT) 
*C-USA Championship “Hawaii Bowl 
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EAST DIVISION 


1. UCF 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Golden Knights got the hang 
of George O'Leary's multiple pro-set offense during last sea- 
son's eight-win renaissance. There's a good fit between the 
system and personnel. And with nine starters returning, the 
offense should be even more efficient. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Steven Moffett started eight 
games in the winless 2004 season, and that experience paid 
off last year. Moffett's athleticism and bazooka arm make him 
a perfect fit for O'Leary's offense. Kevin Smith had a brilliant 
debut, running for 1,178 yards and being named C-USA 
Freshman of the Year. Mike Walker, Moffett’s favorite 
receiver, is back after missing the final two games with an 
injured knee. And it's not all about skill-position players, 
either. All of the grunts return, too, led by one of the best 
linemen in the conference, center Cedric Gagne-Marcoux. 
About the only glaring hole is at tight end, but Mike Merritt 
should become a capable player. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Lance Thompson's 
multiple-front attack should be much improved, despite the 
loss of crushing pass rusher Paul Carrington and bullish tackle 
Frisner Nelson. The Golden Knights, who return nine starters, 
were forced to go with a lot of freshmen last season, and that 
experience should pay off this year. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Replacing Carrington's production 
probably will be a group effort. Chris Welsh, who sat out the 
spring recovering from shoulder surgery, and Kareem Reid, 
who has all the tools, could lead the way at the end spots. 
Tackle Bryan Gabourel will jump over to take Nelson's spot, 
and Keith Shologan bolsters what should be an athletic, 
aggressive line. The rest of the defense should pretty much 
be the same, but it had better not have the same results. The 
defense allowed as many points as UCF's offense scored 
(373). There is potential in the secondary, which last 
season started a true freshman and three redshirt freshmen. 
All-conference Joe Burnett is a big-play corner, and Jason 
Venson is a playmaking free safety. 

SPECIAL TEAMS UCF lost the Hawaii Bowl on a missed 
extra-point attempt in overtime. So when the Golden Knights 
convened for spring practice, their first play was an extra- 
point kick, providing a less than subtle reminder. Erratic kicker 
Matt Prater is gone, replaced by Michael Torres. Steady Aaron 
Horne returns to handle the punting. Burnett is one of the 
most exciting return men in the country; he averaged 16.8 
yards per punt return. Curtis Francis is back to handle the 
kickoff returns, but he needs to provide more big plays. Smith 
is another option. 

COACHING STAFF Success has its price, and O'Leary paid it 
when he lost wide receivers coach D.J. McCarthy to UCLA. 
O'Leary adjusted by having offensive coordinator Tim Salem 
also take on the wide receivers and moving graduate assistant 
Brent Key up to coach tight ends. 

BOTTOM LINE The pieces are in place for the Knights to 
defend their East Division championship. And after going with 
so much youth last season, UCF—not too far removed from a 
17-game losing streak—is set to be a player in the conference 
for quite some time. The schedule isn't overwhelming, and the 
game against Florida should provide nice exposure. 


ScourING REPORTS BY MICHAEL MurPny, Houston CHRONICLE 


15. Brooks Turner SA 195 Sr 
LT 78 Patrick Brown 6-5 270 So 
62 Mike Lavoie 5290 So. 

LG 69 Dominic Ignelzi 6-4 300 Jr. 
79 KyleSmith 6-2 290 Jr. 
C 53 Cedric Gagne-Marcoux 6-2 280 Sr. 
65 Richard Clark 6-4 300 Fr. 
RG 63 LJ. Anderson 6-3 280 So, 
73 _lan Bustillo = 62 2930 bre 

RT 70 Josh Sitton 6-3 305 Jr. 
_67 Dan Veenstra 6-4 300 Sr. 
TE 85 Mike Merritt 63 270 Jr. 
___80_ Sinclair Brown 6-4 240 Sr. 
WR 5 Rocky Ross 62 195 So, 
88 Sergio Joachim 65 205 Jr. 
0B 9 Steven Moffett 6-3 210 Sr. 
__ 7 _ Kyle Israel 6-2 230 Jr. 
RB 24 Kevin Smith 6-1 210 So. 
___20 _Dontavius Wilcox 5-10 215 Sr. 
FB 23 Jason Peters 6-1 225 Sr. 
39 Shane Smith 63 230 Fr, 
K 9 Michael Torres 5-9 215 Jr. 
KR 24 Kevin Smith 61 210 So 
Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
— 71 Emeka Okammor 6-0 270 Jr. 
99 KareemReid 6-4 270 Sr. 
T 9% Leger Douzable 6-4 295 Jr. 
__97_ Marcus Hubbard 63305 Jr 
T 74 Keith Shologan 62 275 Jr 
90 Bryan Gabourel 6-3 310 Sr. 
E— 96 Chris Welsh 6-4 240 Sr. 
____ 44 Antonio Wallace _ 62 240 So. 
LB 56 Jordan Richards 6-2 215 So, 
____52__ Randy Dozier 62 215 Jr. 
LB 50 Ronnell Sandy 6-0 250 So, 
___55_ Alex Thompson 62 220 Fr. 
LB 59 Cory Hogue 6-1 220 So, 
‘58 KyleFowler 6-2 220 Fr. 

CB 31 = Johnell Neal 5-10 180 So. 
____ 40 _ Travonti Johnson _ 62 190 Sr 
FS 34 Marlon Williams 51 205 Jr 
____ 45 Jason Venson 5-10 210 So, 
SS 29  Sha'reff Rashad 6-0 200 So. 
____ 28 _ Renford Parkes 5-200 in 
CB 19 Joe Burnett 5-11 180 So, 
____ 32 _Dominik Kelly __ 62 195 Sr. 
P17 = Aaron Horne 6-3 205 Sr. 
PR 19 Joe Burnett 5-11 180 So, 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Date Opponent 
Sept.2 mat Florida 
Sept.9 SE Louisiana 
Sept. 16 N.C, State 
Sept. 26 A at UCF* 
Oct.3 at Tulsa* 
Oct.14 Houston 

Oct. 21 at Virginia Tech 
Oct.28 East Carolina 
Nov.4 @ at Memphis 
Nov. 11 at Tulane 

Nov. 18 UAB 

Nov. 25 Marshall 
“Tuesday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


GOLDEN 
EAGLES DATA 
Stadium: M.M. Roberts 
(artificial, 33,000) 

Site: Hattiesburg, Miss. 

Coach: Jeff Bower (103-72-1, 

15 years; 25th year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: Jay 
Johnson (2nd year, 4th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Jay 
Hopson (2nd year, 5th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple, 
one-back, two-back 

Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2003 
Last year not in a bowl: 2001 
2005 record; 7-5, 5-3/T2nd 
C-USA East 


Rushing: Larry Thomas 
(167 att., 647 yards, 4 TDs) 
Passing: Jeremy Young 
(5-9-0, 62 yards, 0 TDs) 
Receiving: Shawn Nelson 
(35 rec., 540 yards, 5 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Alabama L, 30-21 
McNeese State — W, 48-20 
at East Carolina = W, 33-7 
Tulsa L, 34-17 
UCF W, 52-31 

at UAB W, 37-28 

at N.C. State L, 21-17 

at Marshall W, 27-24 (OT) 
at Houston L, 27-24 
Memphis L, 24-22 
Tulane W, 26-7 
Arkansas State* —W, 31-19 
*New Orleans Bowl 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Golden Eagles use one- and 
two-back sets in their balanced offense. Of their 818 plays 
last season, 409 were passes and 409 were rushes. It should 
be similarly balanced this season because the two top rushers 
return and most of the top receivers. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Project No. 1 is finding someone to 
replace Dustin Almond, who ended his career with 7,342 pass- 
ing yards and 51 touchdowns. Competing to replace him are 
Jeremy Young, who is known as a good runner, Travis Clark 
and Stephen Reaves, a transfer from Michigan State. Seven of 
the top eight receiving leaders return, including big-play tight 
end Shawn Nelson and flanker Josh Barnes. Cody Hull and 
Larry Thomas are the dual-threat attack in the backfield. Hull 
has the power to run between the tackles, and Thomas pro- 
vides the flash. Clearing the lanes will be a solid, veteran line 
that is headlined by all-conference—and perhaps All- 
American—candidate George Batiste at right guard. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Golden Eagles built their rep- 
utation on this side of the ball, though the numbers have 
been slipping the past couple of seasons. Despite being fast 
and physical, the Golden Eagles were only average against the 
run last season. Still, they gave up only 22.7 points, the con- 
ference’s No. 1 scoring defense. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Golden Eagles lost five 
big-time contributors, a list headed by leading tacklers Kevis 
and Trevis Coley. Also gone is cornerback John Eubanks, a 
highlight-reel staple who had four interceptions. Not that all 
of the talent is gone. The most intriguing player is middle 
linebacker Marcus Raines, whose past includes a juvenile 
institution and boot camp after a manslaughter conviction. 
He has considerable ability, which will be needed because he's 
replacing Kevis Coley, the C-USA Defensive Player of the Year. 
The line will be anchored by ends Matt Chatelain and Robert 
Henderson, who can be a pass-rushing monster. Ryan Watson, 
who began his career at USC, will take over at a tackle spot. 
The secondary will be led by former receiver Caleb Hendrix at 
corner. LeVance Richmond has the ability to develop into a 
hard hitting free safety. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Darren McCaleb is money from 
inside the 45. The problem is replacing punter Luke Johnson, 
who also handled kickoffs. He ranked seventh nationally, 
averaging 44.9 yards, and also put 13 kicks inside the 20. 
Britt Barefoot, though, should be a capable replacement. 
Jasper Faulk is a big-strike return threat. 

COACHING STAFF Coach Jeff Bower did a lot of shuffling on 
his defensive staff. Former Marshall defensive coordinator Bill 
Wilt was brought in to handle the Golden Eagles’ defensive 
line. Other moves had defensive coordinator Jay Hopson mov- 
ing from the secondary to middle linebackers, linebackers 
coach Lytrel Pollard taking over the secondary and Fred Tate 
moving from defensive tackles to outside linebackers. 

BOTTOM LINE If a capable quarterback can be found, the 
Golden Eagles should be able to challenge UCF in the East 
Division. Another big hurdle is the schedule—opening at 
Florida and other road games at Virginia Tech, UCF and Tulsa. 
The defense has to be rock-solid early while the offense 
adjusts to life without Almond. 


Pos. No. Name 


Ht. Wt Cl 


WR 13 Anthony Perine 5-11 174 Sr. 
2 Damion Carter S62 1938S 
WT 75 Chris Clark 6-4 280 Jr. 
68 — Jacquine Wrice 65 277 Fr. 
LG 55 Travis Cooley 6-2 285 Sr. 
63 Wesley Housley 62-283 So, 
C 56 Robby D'Angelo 64 277" Sr. 
74 Rick Thompson 6-0 281 Jr 
RG 70 George Batiste 6-5 309 Sr. 
72 Sam Wilson 6-4 270 Fr. 
RT 66 Ryan McKee 6-5 265 So. 
67 _RyanHedert 66305 Fr 
TE 83 Shawn Nelson 6-5 230 So. 
48 Jonathan Palmer 63 248 Sr 
WR 82  Tavarres Williams 6-0 182 Jr 
____ 87 __ Chris Johnson 6-0 72 Jr. 
0B 10 Jeremy Young 63 210 Jr. 
N__ Travis Clark 6-0 219 So. 
RB 28 Cody Hull 5-11 195 Jr. 
___ 8 __Larry Thomas 6-0 197 _Jr. 
FB 33 Bobby Weakley 5-10 241 Sr. 
40 Cole Mason 62 232 So. 
K 16 Darren McCaleb “S165 Sr. 
KR 21 Jasper Faulk 5-10 183 Sr. 
Pos. No. Name - _ Ht. Wt. CI. 
— 47 Matt Chatelain 6-2 245 Sr. 
99 Shadler Manning 6-3 251 Sr 
T 94 Ryan Watson 62 27 Jr. 
___78 Mam Nyang 6-3 260 Fr. 
T 97 Martavius Prince 63 278 Jr. 
92 Eric Philips 7271 So. 
E 91 Robert Henderson 6-3 266 Jr. 
96 KenGrifith 3275 Sr. 
WLB 41 Tokumbo Abanikanda 6-2 200 So. 
__ 27 Wayne Hardy 6-0 223 Sr 
MLB 34 Marcus Raines 63 240 Jr. 
42 Mitch Craft 61228 So. 
SLB 24 Gerald McRath 62 212 So. 
22 JamesDenley 6-2 223 Jr 
CB 21 Jasper Faulk 5-10 183 Sr. 
19 CorneliusMcGee = 5-10 165 So. 
SS. 6 Brandon Sumrall 5-1) 185 Jr. 
20 Ladarius Webb 510 164 So. 
FS 15  LeVance Richmond 5-1 193 Jr. 
29 Lance Moore _ 6-0 187 So. 
CB 14 Caleb Hendrix 5-10 185 Sr. 
23 Eddie Willingham: 510 172 So. 
P 3 Britt Barefoot 6-0 174 So. 
PR 21 Jasper Faulk 5-10 183 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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8 
3, MEMPHIS 


OFFENSE Joseph Doss gets first crack at the near impossible task of replacing the 
highly productive DeAngelo Williams, the conference's offensive player of the year 
the past three years. Doss isn't very big but averaged 5.2 yards when given the 
chance to spell Williams last year. The best news for the offense is the team's best 
receiver, Ryan Scott, returns, and that quarterbacks Patrick Byrne, Will Hudgens and 


Billy Barefield are healthy after the unbelievable 
run of injuries that forced the versatile Maurice 
Avery to move from receiver to under center. 
Last year's left side of the line, tackle Greg 
Billingslea and guard Andrew Handy, is gone. 
Van Houston and Rubio Phillips return 
to the line after missing last season because of 
injuries, That's big because Marcus West and 
LaVale Washington are gone. The Tigers regis- 
tered just nine sacks in 2005, so coach Tommy 
West was toying with a four-man front. But 
injuries and the decision by end Cortez 
McCraney to leave the team stalled that experi- 
ment. Wesley Smith returns at safety to lead a 
porous pass defense that gave up a staggering 
279 yards per game and 23 touchdowns. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Gone is the safety net provided 
by kicker Stephen Gostkowski, who in 2005 was 
22-of-25 on field-goal attempts—including 
10-for-10 from 40 yards and beyond. Punter 
Michael Gibson, who averaged 44.6 yards per 
kick in '05, is more than dependable. Doss might 
get a look on punt returns because the Tigers 
averaged 4.8 yards per try last season. 
BOTTOM LINE There are too many holes to fill to 
expect another bowl. To capitalize on a schedule 
with almost every key game—Tennessee, Tulsa, 
Southern Miss, UCF and Houston—at home, a 
quarterback must emerge, perhaps even 
Southeastern Louisiana transfer Martin Hankins. 
Doss also has to bring it on the ground. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

the SSE 
Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 83 Ryan Scott 6-4 215 Sr. 
tT 54 Willie Henderson 6-7 328 Sr. 
LG 74 Jared McGowan 6-4 305 Sr. 
C 66 Stephen Schuh 6-1 287 Sr. 
RG 63 Blake Butler 6-3 280 Sr. 
RT 65 Abraham Holloway 64 32 Jr 
TE 85 Brett Russell 63 225 So. 
WR 14 Earnest Williams 6-0 180 So. 
WR 84 Mario Pratcher 64 220 Jr. 
QB 13 Martin Hankins 62 205 Jr. 
RB 5 Joseph Doss 5-9 190 Jr. 
K 91s Trey Adams 5-9 175 So. 
KR 5 Joseph Doss 5-9 190 Jr. 
T 41 Corey Mills 6-4 260 So. 
NG 92 Van Houston 66 280 Sr. 
T 99 Rubio Phillips 62 262 Sr. 
OLB 4 — Greg Hinds 61 220 Jr 
MLB 37 Heath Grant 6-1 220 Jr. 
OLB 30 Quinton McCrary 62 232 Jr. 
S$ 36 Rod Smith 61 215 Jr 
CB 8 Brandon McDonald 5-11 180 Sr. 
S 21 Derek Clenin 59, 195. *Sr. 
§ 45 Wesley Smith 6-3 194 Sr. 
CB 31 Jamaal Rufus 6-3 205 Sr. 
P 34 Michael Gibson 6-2 190 Sr. 
PR 8 — Brandon McDonald 5-11 180 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 A at Mississippi 
Sept.9 Chattanooga 
Sept.16 at East Carolina 
Sept. 30 Tennessee 
Oct.7 at UAB 

Oct.14 Arkansas State 
Oct. 21 Tulsa 

Oct.28 at Marshall 
Nov.4  @ Southern Miss 
Nov. 11 UCF 

Nov. 18 Houston 

Nov. 25 at UTEP 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


TIGERS DATA 
Stadium: Liberty Bow! Memorial 
(artificial, 62,380) 

Site: Memphis 

Coach: Tommy West (32-28, 

5 years; 6th at school; 67-63 
overall, 11 years) 

Offensive coordinator: Randy 
Fichtner (6th year, 10th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: Joe Lee 
Dunn (4th year, 7th at school) 
Offensive scheme: No-huddle, 
spread 

Defensive scheme: Multiple/4-3 
Last league title won: 1971 
(Missouri Valley) 

Last year not in a bowl: 2002 


2005 record: 7-5, 5-3/T2nd 
C-USA East 
RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Joseph Doss 

(85 att., 440 yards, 2 TDs) 
Passing: Will Hudgens 
(33-62-2, 413 yards, 3 TDs) 
Receiving: Ryan Scott 

(37 rec., 577 yards, 3 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
Mississippi L, 10-6 
Chattanooga W, 59-14 
at Tulsa L 37-31 (0T) 
UTEP W, 27-20 
at UCF L, 38-17 
at Houston W, 35-20 
East Carolina W, 27-24 
UAB L, 37-20 
at Tennessee L, 20-16 
at Southern Miss W, 24-22 
Marshall W, 26-3 
Akron* W, 38-31 
*Motor City Bowl 


4. MARSHALL 


OFFENSE The Thundering Herd has plenty of guns in its multiple attack, especially 
running back Ahmad Bradshaw, who led them in rushing yards and receptions last 
season. Deciding on a quarterback is the No. 1 priority, with athletic Bernard 
Morris and Jimmy Skinner competing for the job. Receiver Hiram Moore had a 
team-high 630 yards on 53 catches, and look for junior college transfer Darius 


Passmore to have an impact. Everybody feels 
safe behind a massive line that features stud 
center Doug Legursky. 

DEFENSE The front seven is solid, with the 
emphasis being on speed rather than size, but 
the secondary needs plenty of patching after los- 
ing three seniors. The returning player is a keep- 
er—strong safety Curtis Keyes, an All-American 
candidate. The linebacker play, led by Dennis 
Thornton and Matt Couch, should be a strength. 
Tackle Juan Underwood is experienced, and end 
Albert McClellan adds athleticism. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Incumbent kicker lan O'Connor, 
who made only 53.8 percent of his attempts last 
season, and junior college transfer Anthony 
Binswanger, who helped De La Salle (Calif.) win 
consecutive high school national championships 
in 2002 and '03, will battle for the kicking 
duties. Marty Biagi is an outstanding punter, 
giving up only one touchback last season. 
Chubb Small, who has 4.3 speed, is a killer 
return specialist. 

BOTTOM LINE After enduring a rebuilding year 
that resulted in a 4-7 finish for first-year coach 
Mark Snyder, the Herd is looking for a return to 
glory this season. But a tough schedule—seven 
toad games, including trips to West Virginia, 
Kansas State and Tennessee in the opening 
month—could bring Marshall back down to earth 
in a hurry. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

SRE a 
Pos. No, Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 6 — Shawn Lauzon 6-6 205 Jr. 
lf 73 Seth Cook 6-4 315 Sr. 
LG 74 David Ziegler 6-5 290 Jr, 
C 66 Doug Legursky 6-3 308 Jr. 
RG 63 John Inman 65 314 Jr. 
RT 78 Wesley Jones 65 338 Sr. 
TE 13 Brian Shope 65 235 Jr. 
WR 24 Emanuel Spann 5-1 170 So. 
WR 7 Hiram Moore 6-0 195 Sr. 
QB 14 Bernard Morris 6-4 206 Jr. 
RB 44 Ahmad Bradshaw 5-11 190 Jr. 
K 41 Anthony Binswanger 62 190 Jr 


28 Chubb Small 5-9 200 So. 
E— 96 Albert McClellan 6-2 230 So. 
T 95 Chris Terrell 66 330 Sr. 
T 99 Juan Underwood 6-3 300 Sr. 
— 91° Shavar Greer 6-0 230 Sr. 
WLB 30 Dennis Thornton 5-1 215 Sr. 
MLB 47 Matt Couch 6-2 235 Sr. 
SLB 21 lan Hoskins 6-2 210 So. 
CB 8 = = (J.J. Johnson 5-11 185 So. 
SS 25 Curtis Keyes 6-0 195 Sr. 
FS 2  Geremy Rodamer 60 190 Jr. 
CB 15 ‘Terick Thomas 5-10 155 So. 
P 31 Marty Biagi 6-0 175 So. 
PR 28 Chubb Small 5-9 200 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Mat West Virginia 
Sept.9 Hofstra 

Sept.16 at Kansas State 
Sept. 23 at Tennessee 
Oct.4  AUCF* 

Oct.14 at SMU 

Oct.21 at UAB 

Oct.28 @ Memphis 
Nov.4 Tulane 

Nov. 11 at East Carolina 
Nov.18 UTEP 

Nov. 25 at Southern Miss 
"Wednesday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
& Best chance to pull an upset 


THUNDERING 
HERD DATA 
Stadium: Joan C. Edwards 
(artificial, 38,049) 

Site: Huntington, W.Va. 
Coach: Mark Snyder (4-7, 1 year) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Larry Kueck (2nd year, 6th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Jim Collins (2nd year, 3rd at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2002 
(MAC) 

Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 4-7, 3-5/T5th 
C-USA East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Ahmad Bradshaw 
(214 att., 997 yards, 9 TDs) 
Passing: Jimmy Skinner 


(114-184-8, 1,135 yards, 6 TDs) 
Receiving: Hiram Moore 


(53 rec., 630 yards, 4 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
William & Mary —- W, 36-24 
Kansas State L, 21-19 

at UCF L, 23-13 
SMU W, 16-13 (OT) 
at Virginia Tech —L, 41-14 

UAB W, 20-19 

at UTEP L, 31-3 

at Tulane W, 27-26 
Southern Miss L, 27-24 (0T) 
East Carolina L, 34-29 

at Memphis L, 26-3 


5. EAST CAROLINA 


OFFENSE After last years 5-6 finish, the potential is there for the Pirates to enjoy a 
breakout season. It all begins with quarterback James Pinkney, who threw for 2,773 
yards and 14 TDs last season but must make better decisions. The top four receivers 
are back, led by Aundrae Allison, who was rehabbing a knee injury in the spring. Also 
returning is running back Chris Johnson, a running and receiving threat, though he 


must shake off a neck injury suffered in spring 
practice. The big “if’ is the line, which has to be 
rebuilt after losing tackle Guy Whimper, guard 
Chris Sellers and center Gary Freeman. 
DEFENSE The Pirates should be fine up front 
with ends Marcus Hands and Shauntae Hunt, 
but the linebackers unit lost three starters, 
including Chris Moore, the leading tackler the 
past three seasons. Coach Skip Holtz is counting 
on three transfers—Fred Wilson, Orlando Farrow 
and Danny Muhwezi—to fill those holes, This 
will be a key area because the Pirates were 
sieves against the run last season, allowing 
217.6 yards per game and 26 touchdowns. The 
secondary, which was No. 20 in the nation 
against the pass in 2005, returns free safety 
Pierre Parker and corner Kasey Ross. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Robert Lee and punter 
Ryan Dougherty might be the best duo in the 
league. Johnson gives the Pirates an electric 
kickoff return specialist, and Dominique Linsday 
is another option. But someone must step up 
and improve the punt return game. 

BOTTOM LINE The Pirates could be the surprise 
of the league, but they will have to survive 
nonconference games against Navy, West 
Virginia, Virginia and N.C. State. Five straight 
home games will be balanced out by a season- 
ending stretch in which the Pirates play four of 
five on the road. " 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 19 Bobby Good 61 187 Sr. 
T 78 Eric Graham 6°6 324 Sr. 
G 68 Matt Butler 6-4 308 Jr. 
C 61 =‘ Tom Wingenbach 66 300 Sr. 
G 76 Josh Coffman 67 292 Jr. 
T 74 Terence Campbell 65 325 Fr. 
TE 91 Jay Sonnhalter 65 257 Jr. 
WR 2  Aundrae Allison 6-1 192 Sr. 
0B 7 James Pinkney 6-3 209 Sr. 
RB 24 Dominique Lindsay 510 175 So. 
FB 13 Pat Dosh 63 238 Sr. 
K 39 Robert Lee 5-11 211 Sr. 


KR 24 ee ae 510 175 So, 


— 92 Marcus Hands 6-5 270 Jr. 


T 93 Brandon Setzer 6-6 317 So. 
NG 96 Mark Robinson 6-3 274 Jr. 
E 55 Shauntae Hunt 6-5 262 Sr. 
LB 49 Jeremy Chambliss 6-0 205 Fr. 
LB 48 Durwin Lamb 61 238 Jr. 
LB 50 Quentin Cotton 62 221 Je. 
CB 8 Travis Williams 5-10 182 Jr. 
SS 4 Kyle Chase 5-8 190 Sr. 
FS 1 Pierre Parker 6-0 207 Sr. 
CB 17 = Kasey Ross 6-0 175 Sr. 
P 10 Ryan Dougherty 6-1 221 Sr. 
PR 2 Aundrae Allison 64 192. Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Navy 

Sept.9 at UAB 

Sept. 16 Memphis 

Sept. 23 mi West Virginia 
Oct.7 ‘Virginia 

Oct.14 ‘Tulsa 

Oct.21 SMU 

Oct. 28 at Southern Miss 
Nov.4 at UCF 

Nov. 11 @ Marshall 
Nov.18 at Rice 

Nov.25 AatN.C. State 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 
PIRATES DATA 


Stadium: Dowdy-Ficklen (grass, 
43,000) 

Site: Greenville, N.C. 

Coach: Skip Holtz (5-6, 1 year) 
Offensive coordinator: ° 
Steve Shankweiler (2nd year, 
12th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Greg Hudson (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple/4-3 
Last league title won: 1976 
(Southern) 

Last bowl appearance: 2001 
2005 record: 5-6, 4-4/4th 
C-USA East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Chris Johnson 

(176 att., 684 yards, 6 TDs) 
Passing: James Pinkney 
(222-366°8, 2,773 yards, 14 TDs) 
Receiving: Aundrae Allison 

(83 rec., 1,024 yards, 7 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Duke W, 24-21 
at Wake Forest L, 44-34 
at West Virginia L, 20-15 
Southern Miss L, 33-7 
Rice W, 41-28 
at SMU W, 24-17 
at Memphis L, 27-24 
UCF L, 30-20 
at Tulsa L, 45-13 
at Marshall W, 34-29 
UAB W, 31-23 


6. UAB 


OFFENSE Darrell Hackney, known as “The Big Ticket," is gone, taking with him 9,886 
Career passing yards and 70 touchdowns. Replacing him, to say the least, will be dif- 
ficult. Chris Williams, who threw three passes last season, will step in. He will be 
throwing to a group of receivers who lack experience, with the exception of Norris 
Drinkard. Corey White and injury-plagued Dan Burks return to the backfield, and they 


should benefit from running behind a big, 
senior-laden line that could overpower oppo- 
nents, It's going to take a few games for every- 
thing on offense to start clicking, though. 
DEFENSE Former line coach Rick Christophel 
takes over at coordinator, replacing the fired 
Wayne Bolt. Christophel will have at least one 
standout to work with in hyper-aggressive end 
Larry McSwain, an all-conference first-teamer 
the past two seasons. The Blazers will trot out 
an all-senior group of linebackers: Orlandus 
King, Mastaki Smith and Marcus Mark. King and 
Smith ranked first and third in tackles in 2005, 
SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Parker Mullins doesn't 
have big-time range but did hit 14 of 18 field- 
goal attempts in ‘05. But the Blazers, who des- 
perately need to win the field-position battle, 
will have to do a better job with the punting 
game after finishing with a net average of 

32.1 yards. Drinkard should move into Reggie 
Lindsey's slot as the top return man. 

BOTTOM LINE Losing Hackney and Lindsey—a 
big-play target who had 978 receiving yards and 
11 touchdowns last season—will be too much for 
the offense to overcome, especially with a brutal 
schedule. The Blazers open at Oklahoma, travel 
to Georgia for their third game and close the 
season with games at Southern Miss and UCF. 
That is asking a lot of a team undergoing this 
big of a makeover. 


Pos, No. Name Ht Wt Cl, 
WR 25 Norris Drinkard 6-0 195 Sr. 
UT 70 Cornelius Rogers 6-4 320 Sr. 
LG 69 Quinton Harris 6-4 330 Sr. 
C 53 Jake Seitz 62 300 Fr. 
RG 73 AlanLeon 6-4 320 Sr. 
RT 78 Julius Wilson 6-5 310 Sr. 
TE 81 Jordan Erwin 6-3 245 Sr. 
WR 29, Nick Coon 62 185 Sr. 
WR 8 Steven Brown 61 185 So. 
QB 10 Chris Williams 5-1 205 Sr. 
RB 30 Corey White 6-2 235 Sr. 
K 86 Parker Mullins 5-11 180 Sr. 
KR 25 Norris Drinkard 6-0 195 Sr. 
E— 44 Larry McSwain 6-1 255 Sr. 
T 92 Brandon Jeffries 65 255 So. 
NT 54 Clarence Respress 61 320 Sr. 
E 98 Jermaine McElveen 65 250 Sr. 
SLB 55 Marcus Mark 6-2 230 Sr. 
MLB 41 Mastaki Smith 5-11 230 Sr. 
WLB 11 = Orlandus King 6-3 215 Sr. 
CB 13 Will Evans 599 175 Sr. 
SS 23 Chris Felder 510 185 Sr. 
FS 18 Will Dunbar 61 195 Jr 
CB 21 Kevin Sanders 5-1 185 So. 
P86 Parker Mullins 5-11 180 Sr. 
PR 21 Kevin Sanders 5-11 185 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 mat Oklahoma 
Sept.9  @ East Carolina 
Sept.16 at Georgia 

Sept. 23 Mississippi State 
Sept. 30 Troy 

Oct.7 A Memphis 
Oct.14 at Rice 

Oct. 21 = Marshall 

Oct. 31 at SMU* 

Nov.10  UTEP* 

Nov. 18 — at Southern Miss 
Nov.25 at UCF 

“Tuesday “Friday * 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


BLAZERS DATA 
Stadium: Legion Field (artificial, 
72,000) 

Site: Birmingham, Ala. 

Coach: Watson Brown (59-66, 

Il years; 91-143-1 overall, 21 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Pat Sullivan (8th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Rick Christophel (ist year, 10th 
at school) 

Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 5-6, 3-5/T5th 
C-USA East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Corey White 

(130 att., 632 yards, 7 TDs) 
Passing: Chris Williams 
(3-3-0, 33 yards, 1 TD) 
Receiving: Norris Drinkard 
(41 rec., 390 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Tennessee L, 17-10 
at Troy W, 27-7 
Jacksonville State W, 35-28 
Rice W, 45-26 
SMU L, 28-27 
at Marshall L, 20-19 
Southern Miss L, 37-28 
at Memphis W, 37-20 
UCF L, 27-21 
at UTEP W, 35-23 
at East Carolina —L, 31-23 


153 


C-USA 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 at San Diego State* 
Sept.9 mi Texas Tech 
Sept. 23 at New Mexico 
Sept. 30 New Mexico State 
Oct.7 SMU 

Oct.14 Tulane 

Oct. 21 at Houston 
Oct.27 @at Tulsa* 
Nov.4 Rice 

Nov.10 at UAB* 

Nov. 18 at Marshall 

Nov. 25 Memphis 
"Thursday “Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


MINERS DATA 
Stadium: Sun Bow! (artificial, 
51,500) 

Site: El Paso, Texas 

Coach: Mike Price (16-8, 2 years; 
145-130 overall, 24 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Eric Price (3rd year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Tim Hundley (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: One-back 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2000 
(WAC, tie) 

Last year not in a bowl: 2003 
2005 record: 8-4, 5-3/2nd 
C-USA West 


Rushing: Marcus Thomas 

(149 att., 791 yards, 5 TDs) 
Passing: Jordan Palmer 
(258-434-19, 3,503 yards, 29 TDs) 
Receiving: Johnnie Lee Higgins 
(49 rec., 837 yards, 9 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at New Mexico State W, 34-17 
Houston W, 44-41 (207) 
New Mexico W, 21-13 

at Memphis L, 27-20 

at Tulane W, 45-21 
Marshall W, 31-3 

at Rice W, 38-31 
Tulsa W, 41-38 
Texas Southern _W, 45-0 
UAB L, 35-23 

at SMU L, 40-27 
Toledo* L, 45-13 
*GMAC Bowl 
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WEST DIVISION 


1. UTEP | 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coach Mike Price employs a one- 
back set and spreads the field with speedy, big-play receivers 
such as Johnnie Lee Higgins. When Price arrived at UTEP two 
years ago, he was fortunate to have so many pieces already in 
place—a big, strong-armed quarterback in Jordan Palmer and 
a stable of talented receivers. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Palmer is No. 1 on UTEP's career 
charts in total offense (7,532 yards), passing yards (7,489) 
and touchdown passes (62). He has decent athleticism, but 
it's his understanding of the offense that makes UTEP so 
tough. But Palmer has to corral his recklessness, which leads 
to too many interceptions. Palmers favorite target and 2005's 
leading receiver Higgins returns; Higgins has 19 touchdown 
receptions and more than 1,500 receiving yards over the past 
two seasons. Tyler Ebell and Matt Austin are gone from the 
backfield, but that's not a problem—the conference is about to 
get a heaping dose of Marcus Thomas, DeAngelo Williams’ 
possible successor as C-USAs premier back. The line might 
need time to mature, especially with loss of the entire left 
side. Jake Sears is the No. 1 tight end, but Jamar Hunt's size 
gives him intriguing potential. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Coordinator Tim Hundley employs 
a 4-3 that puts a premium on aggressiveness but not at the 
expense of fundamentals. With almost every starter back, the 
Miners should build on the improvement they've exhibited 
under Price and Hundley. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL An all-senior front line is led by end 
Alex Obomese, the best playmaker of the bunch last season. 
He spent spring practice rehabbing a knee. Chris Mineo is 
gone, but an injury to Mineo forced Justin Hanel into the 
starting lineup for seven games, experience that should bene- 
fit the Miners this season. Tackle Zach West has battled nag- 
ging injuries, but when healthy, he's a run-stopping force. The 
linebackers were the stars last season, and two of those studs 
are back—Jeremy Jones and Troy: Collavo. The secondary also 
is stocked, losing only Sir James Delgardo. One player ready to 
break out is free safety Quintin Demps. The corners are up in 
the air, even though Nate Draughon and Josh Ferguson both 
had seven starts last season. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Reagan Schneider returns. His only 
big glitches last year were missing two attempts inside 29 
yards. Ryan Hotchkiss had the Miners ranked 24th in net 
punting (36.1 yards). Higgins handled both kickoff and punt 
returns, so things couldn't be much better there. 

COACHING STAFF Price shuffled things around, moving line- 
backers coach Tim Duffie to ends, and former D-line coach 
|kaika Malloe now will do strictly tackles and nose guards. 
Hundley will handle the linebackers with the help of graduate 
assistant Mawuli Davis. O-line coach Lawrence Livingston will 
team up with grad assistant Antonio Carter to take over the 
tight ends for Brian Natkin, who bolted for Northern Colorado. 

BOTTOM LINE The West Division is there for the taking—or 
the giving, as was the case last season. The Miners started 
8-1 in'O5 but stumbled down the stretch, inexplicably losing 
to UAB and SMU. Price won't let that happen again. The 
schedule isn't all that difficult, with games at Houston and 
Tulsa the only real challenges in conference play. 


Scouring Reports BY MICHAEL MurPHY, Houston CHRONICLE 
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DEPTH CHART 


Pos, No, Name Ht Wt. Cl, 
WR 4 Joe West 6-2 210 Jr. 
10 ChrisMarrow 59 TSS 
tT 75  Oniel Cousins 6-4 300 Jr 
77 Tim Ford 6-5 270 Jr. 
LG 61 AndySmith — 6-4 «300 Sr. 
__ 78 Cameron Raschke 6-4 325 Fr. 
C 62 Robby Felix 6-3 290 So, 
61 AndySmith === 64-300 Sr, 
RG 73 James Riley — 6-2 300 Jr 
64 Colby Meek _ 64 295 Fr 
RT 57 Tyler Ribitzki 6-5 300 So. 
58 Humberto Padilla | 65 305 Sr 
TE 37 Jake Sears 6-3 250 Jr. 
___87_ Jamar Hunt 67 260 So 
WR 1 Daniel Robinson 6-4 200 Sr. 
12 Chris Day 5-9 175 So. 
WR 21 Johnnie Lee Higgins 6-0 180 Sr. 
___18 _ David Sutton 6-5 225 Sr. 
08 5 Jordan Palmer 6-5 235 Sr. 
7___Brandis Dew 65 265 Fr. 
RB 8 Marcus Thomas 6-1 215 Jr. 
35 Johan Givens 5-10 220 Jr. 
K 49 Reagan Schneider 6-0 180 Sr. 
KR 21 Johnnie Lee Higgins 6-0 180 Sr. 


Pos. No. Name 


E 47 Alex Obomese 6-3 245 Sr. 
__ 41 Reggie Miles 6-3 250 Sr. 
T 56 Justin Hanel 6-4 285 Sr. 
91 James Olalekan 62295 So, 
T 63 Zach West 6-5 295 Sr. 
90 Ricky Van 63 285 ‘Sr. 
E 94 Joe Ward 6-4 250 Sr. 
96 Justin Watson 6-4 275 Sr. 
SLB 34 Emeri Spence 6-0 210 Jr. 
___ 27 _ Josh Chamois _ 62 235 Sr 
MLB 44 Troy Collavo 6-0 235 Sr. 
4 _ Jason McQuay 6-1 210. Sr. 
WLB 6 Jeremy Jones 6-1 235 Sr. 
17__ Brian Wilkins 62 235 Fr. 
CB 1 Nate Draughon 5-10 175 Sr. 
f 5 _ Bryant Tisdale 5-9) Td) st. 
SS 25 Joe Fleskoski 6-1 200 Sr, 
15 __ Phillip Moss 5-11 195 Sr. 
FS 9 Quintin Demps 6-0 215 Jr. 
__14 Braxton Amy 6-0 195 Fr 
CB 2 Josh Ferguson 5-7 185 Jr. 
___3__ Tim McCullouch S180 Sr 
P 7 Ryan Hotchkiss 6-2 210 Sr. 
PR 21 Johnnie Lee Higgins 6-0 180 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman” 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Aug. 31 Stephen F. Austin** 
Sept.9 mat BYU 

Sept. 16 North Texas 
Sept. 23 at Navy 

Oct.3 Southern Miss* 
Oct.14 at East Carolina 
Oct. 21 at Memphis 
Oct.27 A UTEP 

Nov.4  @at Houston 
Nov. 11 — Rice 

Nov.18 at SMU 

Nov. 24 Tulane* 

‘Tuesday **Thursday “Friday 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


GOLDEN 
HURRICANE 
DATA 

Stadium: Skelly (artificial, 35,542) 
Site: Tulsa, Okla. 

Coach: Steve Kragthorpe (21-17, 
3 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Charlie Stubbs (4th year) 
Defensive coordinator: Keith 
Patterson (ist year, 4th at school) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 3-3-5 

Last league title won: 2005 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 9-4, 6-2/Ist C-USA 
West 


Rushing: Tarrion Adams 

(89 att., 574 yards, 8 TDs) 
Passing: Paul Smith 

(227-364-6, 2,847 yards, 20 TDs) 
Receiving: Tarrion Adams 

(24 rec., 273 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Minnesota L, 41-10 

at Oklahoma L, 31-15 

at North Texas W, 54-2 
Memphis W, 37-31 (OT) 
Houston L, 30-23 

at Southern Miss W, 34-17 

at Rice W, 41-21 
SMU W, 20-13 

at UTEP L, 41-38 
East Carolina W, 45-13 
Tulane W, 38-14 
UCF W, 44-27 
Fresno State* W, 31-24 
*Liberty Bowl 


2. TULSA 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Tulsa runs a pro-set attack that 
utilizes the H-back extensively. The Hurricanes have an 
almost perfect balance between the run and the pass, and 
when there are enough horses to make both effective, it is 
difficult to defend. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL He didn't get the attention the 
conference's other quarterbacks got last season, but Paul 
Smith showed he could play with anyone. Smith's accuracy 
and leadership are what make him stand out. The Golden 
Hurricane returns seven starters, but two of its biggest play- 
makers are gone—running back Uril Parrish and All-American 
tight end/H-back Garrett Mills. They combined for 19 touch- 
downs last season. Brandon Diles is the top back on the depth 
chart, but keep an eye on Tarrion Adams and Oklahoma 
transfer Courtney Tennial, both of whom have big-play 
potential. The massive but mobile line returns right tackle 
Jeff Perrett, an All-American candidate, left guard Jon 
Hameister-Ries, and right guard Rodrick Thomas, the only 
non-senior in the bunch. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 3-3-5 defense returns nine 
starters, and—as per coach Steve Kragthorpe’s master plan— 
they're continuing to get bigger, stronger and more-physical. 
The linebackers average 237 pounds, and of the top 10 defen- 
sive backs on the depth chart, six are over 205 pounds. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The strength of the defense will be 
the linebackers. Tulsa returns all three starters—Nick Bunting, 
Nelson Coleman and Chris Chamberlain. They're all big, fast, 
aggressive and versatile. That kind of experience also is evi- 
dent in the secondary, where the Golden Hurricane returns 
four of five starters. The one guy who's gone, Bobby Klinck, 
was starting in place of Kedrick Alexander, who missed most 
of last season because of academics. Steve Craver, who sat 
out much of last season because of an injury, also is back. He 
will provide a physical presence against the run. The biggest 
hit was the graduation of end Brandon Lohr, a four-year 
starter. Robert Latu is capable of stepping in and could pro- 
vide a better pass rush than Lohr. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Here's where the heavy lifting is needed. 
Reliable kicker Brad De Vault is gone, and Jarrod Tracy must 
replace him. Punter Chris Kindred returns but must improve. 
Moss again will handle the returns. 

COACHING STAFF Tulsa's best run since 1991's 10-2 season 
resulted in many changes, the biggest being the defection of 
defensive coordinator Todd Graham, who accepted the head 
coaching job at Rice. To replace Graham, Kragthorpe turned 
to two people, naming safeties coach Keith Patterson defen- 
sive coordinator and new arrival Mark Nelson (from Baylor) 
co-defensive coordinator. Nelson also will coach the defensive 
line. Darin Eliot came in from Texas State to take over the 
linebackers, and new cornerbacks coach Derek Jones was 
poached from Middle Tennessee. 

BOTTOM LINE The Golden Hurricane's schedule isn't over- 
whelming, with manageable nonconference games and a few 
gimmes at home. Though Tulsa plays at Houston, it gets 
C-USA heavies Southern Miss and UTEP at home. Another 
Liberty Bowl berth could be in the picture. 


Pos, No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 83 Ryan Bugg 6-0 195 Sr 
____ 84 _ Jesse Meyer 63 198 Fr. 
LT 66 Mike Mengers 6-4 280 Sr. 
___ 65 Jody Whaley 63 302 Fr. 
G 67 JonHameister-Ries 6-6 308 Sr. 
16 CurtPuckett 63305 Fe 
C 56 Aaron Danenhauer 6-5 302 Sr. 
_ 50 Justin Morsey 6 2_282_ So. 
RG 70 Rodrick Thomas 6-4 347 So 
___T Wade Whitiow 6-4 310 
RT 78 Jeff Perrett 6-7 329 Sr. 
___74 Kevin Lane 65 333 Fr. 
TE 88 Charles Ramsey 6-4 254 Jr. 
__89 Aaron Roupoli 62 244 Sr. 
TE 30 Ted Curtis 61 242 So. 
os 37__Devin Adair 6-0 234 Jr. 
WR 80 Idris Moss 5-10 180 Sr. 
___ 89 Donnie Johnson 5-9 208 Sr. 
QB 12 Paul Smith 6-2 193 Jr. 
5 _ David Johnson 62 217 So. 
RB 34 Brandon Diles 60 215 Sr. 
_ 25 Tarrion Adams 61 204 So. 
K 12 Jarrod Tracy 60 165 Jr 
KR 80 Idris Moss 510 180 Sr. 
ene ce ee oe 
Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
E—E 95 Chadd Evans 6-4 265 Jr. 
91 Robert Latu 6-2) 27 Sr. _ 
NG 90 Brandon Jones 62 297 Jr 
98 WalterBoyd 2H 

E 93  Moton Hopkins 63 275 So. 
____33__ Kinny Spotwood 61 232 Jr. 
SLB 41 Nick Bunting 6-1 230 Sr. 
44 Alain Karatepeyan 61 250 Jr. 
MLB 55 Nelson Coleman 6-2 235 Jr. 
35 Cody Madison 63 239 Jr 
WLB 32 Chris Chamberlain 6-2 225 Jr. 
___ 8 _ George Clinkscale 6-0 241 So. 
Ban 2  Kedrick Alexander 62 210 Sr. 
___ 6 _ Steve Craver 61 212 dr. 
Spur 11 Anthony Germany 612i Jr 
8 Page 2220 So. 
CB 22 = Nick Graham 5-11 191 Sr. 
16 _Marchon Tatmon 61207 Sr 
FS 4 Bobby Blackshire 6-3 205 Sr. 
* 7 __ Randy Duncan 6-2 188 So. 
CB 10 Roy Roberts 5-1 205 So. 
13 Julian McGowan 6-0 165 Sr. 

P 5 Chris Kindred 5-11 205 Sr. 
PR 80 Idris Moss 5-10 180 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


C-USA 


: 
f 


C-USA 


3 
3. HOUSTON 


OFFENSE Quarterback Kevin Kolb, who took every snap last season, is the returning 
NCAA career leader in total offense (9,752 yards) and passing yards (9,155). Kolb, 
who threw for 3,258 yards and 19 touchdowns, will have plenty of targets—Vincent 
Marshall, who enters the season ranked first among active players in career recep- 
tions (192) and receiving yards (2,791); two big targets in Arizona transfer Biren Ealy 


and Jeron Harvey; and speedster Donnie Avery. 
Jackie Battle shed 30 pounds, to 250, as he 
goes from third-down bulldozer to first-down 
runner. Battle replaces workhorse back Ryan 
Gilbert The line, anchored by tackle SirVincent 
Rogers, should be solid. 

DEFENSE The Cougars allowed 27 points and 397 
yards per game last season, but they eventually 
got the hang of the 3-4 defense. New coordina- 
tor Alan Weddell inherits 10 returning starters, 
including free safety Will Gulley, wha missed 
last season because of knee surgery. The ends 
are young, but nose tackle Marquay Love is a 
force. The linebackers, led by Wade Koehl, 
Brendan Pahulu and Cody Lubojasky, should be 
among the best in the conference. Gulley will be 
paired with strong safety Rocky Schwartz, who 
led the team with 114 tackles last season. 
SPECIAL TEAMS |s “terrible” descriptive enough? 
The Cougars made just 13 of 22 field-goal tries, 
missing five from inside 40 yards. And they were 
next-to-last in the nation in net punting. About 
the only bright spot is Marshall, who will be the 
full-time return man. 

BOTTOM LINE The Cougars are eyeing an eight- 
or nine-win season and a West Division title. 
With an accommodating schedule—eight games 
in the city limits and only two real road tests, at 
Miami and at Southern Miss—that’s not out of 
the question. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


Pos, No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 1  Jeron Harvey 65.215 Jr 
LT 74 SirVincent Rogers 6-3 305 Jr. 
LG 77 Jeff Akeroyd 63 295 Jr. 
C 67 Sterling Doty 6-1 285 Sr. 
RG 66 Byron Alfred 6-2 290 Jr. 
RT 73 Dustin Dickinson 6-3. 290 Jr. 
TE 87 Mark Hafner 63 230 So. 
WR 17 Vincent Marshall 5-8 175 Sr. 
WR 2 Donnie Avery 5-11 190 Jr. 
0B 4 Kevin Kolb 6-3 225 Sr. 
RB 27 Jackie Battle 6-2 250 Sr. 
K 22 TJ. Lawrence 61 195 Jr. 
KR 17 Vincent Marshall 5-8 175 Sr 
E 56 Cody Pree 6-2 290 So. 
NT 99 Marquay Love 6-0 310 Sr. 
— 53 Phillip Hunt 61 250 So. 
OLB 1 Wade Koehl 6-2 230 Sr. 
ILB 34 Cody Lubojasky 6-3 230 So 
ILB 41 Trent Allen 6-2 244 Jr. 
OLB 47 Scott Lee 6-4 245 Sr. 
CB 10 Willie Gaston 5-11 185 Sr. 
SS 20 Rocky Schwartz 5-11 200 Jr. 
FS 18 Will Gulley 6-3 220 Sr. 
CB 28 Kenneth Fontenette 6-0 180 So. 
P 2 — Justin Laird 6-2 205 Sr. 
PR 17 Vincent Marshall 5-8 175 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Rice 

Sept.9 Tulane 

Sept. 16 Grambling State 
Sept. 23 Oklahoma State 
Sept. 30 mat Miami 
Oct.7 — Louisiana-Lafayette 
Oct.14 at Southern Miss 
Oct.21 A UTEP 

Oct. 28 UCF 

Nov.4 @ Tulsa 

Nov. 11 at SMU 

Nov.18 — at Memphis 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


COUGARS 
DATA 


Stadium: John O'Quinn Field at 
Robertson Stadium (grass, 32,000) 
Site: Houston 

Coach: Art Briles (16-20, 3 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Art Briles (4th year) 

Defensive coordinator: Alan 
Weddell (Ist year, 2nd at school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: 1996 
(tie) 

Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 6-6, 4-4/T3rd 
C-USA West 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Jackie Battle 

(106 att., 408 yards, 5 TDs) 
Passing: Kevin Kolb 
(254-420-15, 3,258 yards, 19 TDs) 
Receiving: Vincent Marshall 


(71 rec., 939 yards, 6 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
Oregon L, 38-24 
Sam Houston State W, 31-10 

at UTEP L, 44-41 (207) 
at Tulsa W, 30-23 
at Tulane W, 35-14 
Memphis L, 35-20 

at Mississippi State W, 28-16 

at UCF L, 31-29 
Southern Miss W, 27-24 
SMU L, 29-24 
Rice W, 35-18 
Kansas* L, 42-13 
“Fort Worth Bowl 


7%) 4. SMU 
z z 
es 


OFFENSE The program turned a corner last year, winning the final three games to fin- 
ish 5-6, its best record since it was 6-5 in 1997. But after turning that corner, the 
Mustangs might have run into a roadblock—they lost quarterbacks Jerad Romo and 
Tony Eckert. Finding someone to run the multiple attack is paramount, but only one 
of the four candidates—Chris Philips—has taken a college snap. The running game is 


in good shape with DeMyron Martin, and four 
receivers return, including playmaker Bobby 
Chase. But unless a quarterback steps up and 
the passing game comes around, teams will load 
up against Martin. 

DEFENSE The Mustangs’ line, led by Adrian 
Haywood and Justin Rogers, should dominate. 
Coach Phil Bennett has to find linebackers to 
replace a pair of three-year starters, Alvin 
Nnabuife and D.D. Lee, but look for Reggie 
Carrington to emerge as a force. Another huge 
area of need is the secondary, which returns 
only Joe Sturdivant. That's a lot of holes to 

plug for a unit that gave up 392.6 yards and 
25.5 points per game last season. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Chris McMurtray and 
punter Ryan Mentzel, four year starters, must be 
replaced. With both roles being filled by 
unknown commodites, things could get interest- 
ing. The return game could be spectacular with 
Blake Warren on punts (9.8 per return) and 
Jessie Henderson (27.6 yards) handling kickoffs. 
BOTTOM LINE There are plenty of questions to 
be answered, but one thing in the Mustangs’ 
favor is a comfy schedule. After opening at 


Texas Tech, they play North Texas, Sam Houston . 


State and Arkansas State, which should help 
everyone get in the flow. Even with issues at 
quarterback, this team might be capable of 
winning six games. 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 82 Bobby Chase 6-4 205 Sr. 
58 Darrin Johnson 6-6 295 Sr. 
LG 67 Tommy Poynter 65 285 So 
€ 66 Ben Poynter 6-4 285 Jr. 
RG 50 Caleb Peveto 6-4 295 Jr. 
RT 76  Kenard Burley 65 305 Jr. 
TE 89 Ryan Kennedy 6-5 265 Sr. 
WR 2 Blake Warren 57 180 Sr. 
WR 85 Reynaldo Pellerin 6-3 190 Sr. 
QB 16 Justin Willis 61 (197) Fr. 
RB 8  DeMyron Martin 6-2 215 So, 
K 12 Thomas Morstead 6-4 210 So. 
KR 9 Jessie Henderson 5-9 175 So. 
E 1 Cory Muse 6-3 240 Jr. 
T 60 Adrian Haywood 6-3 280 Sr. 
NG 56 Brandon Bonds 6-1 300 Sr. 
E 40 Justin Rogers 6-4 265 Sr. 
SLB 38 Tony Hawkins 61 205 Jr. 
MLB 53 Reggie Carrington 62 235 Jr. 
WLB 5 Wilton McCray 6-0 205 Jr. 
CB 7 David Haynes 5-9 190 So. 
FS 10 Randall Goode Sti 190 Sr, 
SS 29 Joe Sturdivant 6-2 210 Sr. 
CB 21 Jonathan Lindley 6-0 185 Jr. 
P 12 Thomas Morstead 6-4 210 So, 
PR 2 Blake Warren 5-7 180 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 mat Texas Tech 
Sept.9 at North Texas 
Sept. 16 Sam Houston State 
Sept. 23 Arkansas State 
Sept. 30 at Tulane 

Oct.7 at UTEP 

Oct.14 Marshall 

Oct. 21 at East Carolina 
Oct. 31 UAB* 

Nov. 11  @ Houston 
Nov.18 A Tulsa 

Nov. 25 at Rice 

“Tuesday 

®@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A. Best chance to pull an upset 


Stadium: Gerald J. Ford 
(artificial, 32,000) 

Site: Dallas 

Coach: Phil Bennett (11-35, 
4 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Rusty Burns (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jim Gush (5th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1984 
(SWC, tie) 

Last bowl appearance: 1984 


2005 record: 5-6, 4-4/T3rd 
C-USA West 
RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: DeMyron Martin 
(185 att., 854 yards, 7 TDs) 
Passing: None 

Receiving: Bobby Chase 

(39 rec., 625 yards, 4 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
Baylor L, 28-23 
TCU W, 21-10 
at Texas A&M L, 66-8 
Tulane L, 31-10 
at Marshall L, 16-13 (OT) 
at UAB W, 28-27 
East Carolina W, 24-17 
at Tulsa L, 20-13 
Rice W, 27-7 
at Houston W, 29-24 
UTEP W, 40-27 


5 TULANE 


OFFENSE Without trying to pile on a program that obviously went through unprece- 
dented trials last season, the offense often was terrible. It would help if quarterback 
Lester Ricard started turning some of his NFL-caliber potential into consistent per- 
formances and if the offense would take better care of the ball. Nick Cannon and 
Scott Elliott also are competing for the job, but if Ricard can step up and be the 


leader, the offense should improve significantly. 
Matt Forte showed flashes running the ball, 
including a 137-yard effort in the regular-season 
finale, and Preston Brown is a premier, big-play 
receiver. The line, which lost three starters, 
must be retooled. 

DEFENSE One of the biggest positives is the 
line, which returns three starters and a lot of 
depth. The Green Wave should be able to keep a 
steady rotation going up front. But the lineback- 
ers unit was wiped out. NFL draft pick Anthony 
Cannon (team-leading 114 tackles, 12'/2 for 
losses) will be missed. The secondary also was 
hit hard, with only Israel Route returning. That's 
a lot of holes to plug for a unit that often strug- 
gled last season. Of course, it would help if the 
offense could control the ball a little better. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Chris Beckman sat out 
spring drills as he recovered from a hunting ‘ 
accident and could be pushed by freshman Ross 
Thevenot. Tulane tried only six field-goal 
attempts last season and needs more produc- 
tion, Route is a tremendous return threat. Fred 
Smith is another option. 

BOTTOM LINE After last season's Katrina-induced 
nomadic existence, the Green Wave is just happy 
to play at home for five games. This should be a 
better team if it reduces turnovers, but a tough 
schedule includes three SEC foes—Mississippi 
State, LSU and Auburn. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 81 Preston Brown 6-4 232 Sr. 
Ut 77 Troy Kropog 6-4 287 So. 
LG 51 Aryan Barto 6-4 262 Jr. 
C 65 Michael Parenton 6-3 292 So, 
RG 66 Donald Madlock 6-4 295 Sr 
RT 64 Derek Rogers 6-5 309 Sr. 
TE 19 Jerome Landry 6-4 260 Sr. 
WR 84 Kenneth Guidroz 6-3 209 Jr. 
WR 11  Damarcus Davis 6-0 189 Sr. 
QB 8 Lester Ricard 6-5 222 Sr. 
RB 25 Matt Forte 6-1 224 Jr 
K 29 Barrett Pepper 5-10 193 Jr. 
KR 13 Fred Smith 5-8 183 Jr. 
— 57 Antonio Harris 62 271 Jr 
T 90 Alvin Johnson 6-3 300 Jr. 
T 93 Taurean Brown 6-6 280 Sr. 
E 94 Sean Carney 63 240 So. 
SLB 17 Terrence Peterson Sl 215) Sr. 
MLB 44 Jordan Ellis 61 235 So. 
WLB 48 James Dillard 61 220 So. 
CB 21 Jeremy Foreman 62 2 Sr 
SS 18 . Joe Goosby 6-0 203 Jr. 
FS 14 Carlis Jackson 60 178 Jr. 
CB 4 _— Israel Route 5-9 184 Sr. 
P 45 Chris Beckman 6-2 202 Sr. 
PR 13 Fred Smith 5-8 183 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold “True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.9 at Houston 
Sept.16 at Mississippi State 
Sept. 23 at LSU 

Sept.30 @SMU 

Oct.7 =‘ Rice 

Oct.14 at UTEP 

Oct.21 mat Auburn 
Oct.28 Army 

Nov.4 at Marshall 

Nov. 11  & Southern Miss 
Nov.18 UCF 

Nov. 25 at Tulsa 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


Stadium: Superdome (artificial, 
64,900) 

Site: New Orleans 

Coach: Chris Scelfo (33-49, 

7 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Frank Scelfo (6th year, 11th at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Eric Schumann (5th year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1998 
Last bowl appearance: 2002 
2005 record: 2-9, 1-7/T5th 
C-USA West 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Matt Forte 

(169 att., 655 yards, 4 TDs) 
Passing: Lester Ricard 


(166-323-12, 1,932 yards, 16 TDs) 
Receiving: Preston Brown 


(47 rec., 720 yards, 6 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
vs. Mississippi State L, 21-14 
at SMU W, 31-10 
vs. SE Louisiana ——W, 28-21 
vs. Houston L, 35-14 
vs. UTEP L, 45-21 
at UCF L, 34-24 
vs. Marshall L, 27-26 
at Navy L, 49-21 
at Rice L, 42-34 
vs. Tulsa L, 38-14 


at Southern Miss L, 26-7 
Note: No games were played at 
home because of hurricane damage. 


6. RICE 


OFFENSE After a 1-10 finish, the Owls have undergone many changes, the biggest 
being the hiring of a new coach in Todd Graham. There's also a new system, with 
Graham ditching the triple-option for the spread. The first order of business is to 
figure out the best ways of getting the ball to receiver Jarett Dillard and running 
back Quinton Smith. The Owls were the nation’s worst passing team last season 


(103.3 yards per game), so the fact that 
quarterbacks Joel Armstrong and Chase Clement 
return might not be such a good thing. 
DEFENSE If anyone thinks the transition to the 
spread is the biggest challenge facing Graham, 
think again. The defense, which gave up video- 
game numbers last season (40.6 points, 455 
yards per game), has to be restructured, with 
standout end John Syptak the biggest loss. The 
Owls will need contributions from freshmen, but 
Graham's experience as defensive coordinator at 
Tulsa should enable him to put the pieces 
together eventually. Four starters, led by Andray 
Downs, return in the secondary, which should be 
a good start. 

SPECIAL TEAMS This is one area Graham doesn't 
have to worry about. With Luke Juist, who has 
50-yard range, doing the field-goal kicking, and 
Jared Scruggs (42.8-yard average) handling the 
punting, the Owls should be in solid shape. 
Downs returns as the kickoff returner, something 
he had plenty of practice at in '05. 

BOTTOM LINE Overly ambitious scheduling 
again will ground the Owls. After opening with 
rival Houston, Rice plays at UCLA, comes home 
for Texas and travels to Florida State. Trips to 
UCF, Tulsa and UTEP won't help. It’s going to be 
another long season for the Owls, who would be 
fortunate to win four games—their victory total 
from the past two seasons. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
i en ee en | 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl 
WR 81 Jarett Dillard 5-11 170 So. 
IR 13 Joel Armstrong 5-11 180 Jr. 
1 68 Lute Barber 67 300 Jr. 
LG 72 Robby Heos 6-3 300 Jr. 
C 73 Austin Wilkinson 6-1 275 So. 
RG 52 David Perkins 63 275 Jr. 
RT 50 Rolf Krueger 6-4 290 Sr. 
IR 7 Tommy Henderson 5-10 185 So. 
WR 1 Gary Anderson 6-0 175 Jr. 
0B 16 Chase Clement 61 185 So. 
RB 44 Quinton Smith 5-11 200 Sr. 
K 41_— Luke Juist 6-0 200 Jr. 
KR 2  Andray Downs 5-9 185 Sr. 
E 58 Jonathan Cary 63 285 Jr. 
T 99 George Chukwu 61 305 Jr. 
E 98 Courtney Gordon 6-4 250 Sr. 
Spur 29 Carl Taylor 62 185 So. 
SLB 4 = Marcus Rucker 6-0 215 Sr. 
MLB 36 Vernon James 60 215 So. 
WLB 31 Brian Raines 5-11 195 So. 
CB 9 = Ja’Corey Shepherd 5-1 175 So. 
Ban 21 Chad Price 6-0 205 Sr. 
FS 2  Andray Downs 5-9 185 Sr. 
CB 15 Brandon King 5-9 175 So, 
P 85 Jared Scruggs 62 190 Sr. 
PR 15 Brandon King 5-9 175 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 @ Houston 
Sept.9 at UCLA 

Sept. 16 m™ Texas* 
Sept. 23 at Florida State 
Sept. 30 at Army 

Oct. 7 at Tulane 
Oct.14 UAB 

Oct.21 at UCF 

Nov.4 at UTEP 

Nov. 11 at Tulsa 

Nov.18 East Carolina 
Nov. 25 A SMU 

*at Reliant Stadium, Houston 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


OWLS DATA 
Stadium: Rice (artificial, 
70,000) 

Site: Houston 

Coach: Todd Graham (Ist year) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Major Applewhite (ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Paul Randolph (ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme; 3-3-5 
Last league title won: 1994 
(tie, SWC) 

Last bowl appearance: 1961 
2005 record: 1-10, 1-7/T5th 
C-USA West 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Quinton Smith 
(140 att., 902 yards, 5 TDs) 
Passing: Chase Clement 
(53-124-6, 582 yards, 5 TDs) 


Receiving: Jarett Dillard 
(35 rec., 524 yards, 5 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at UCLA L, 63-21 
at Texas L, 51-10 
at UAB L, 45-26 
at East Carolina —_L, 41-28 
Tulsa L, 41-21 
Navy L, 41-9 
UTEP L, 38-31 
at SMU L, 27-7 
Tulane W, 42-34 
UCF L, 31-28 
at Houston L, 35-18 
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BALL STATE PHOTO SERVICES 


It's good to be 
a quarterback 
in this league 


The MAC's ability to 
produce NFL quarterbacks 
has been uncanny. 

Marshall's Chad 
Pennington (2000 first 
round, Jets) got things 
started this decade. Miami 
product Ben Roethlisberger 
(2004 first round, Steelers) is 
the kingpin alum, having led 
the Steelers to the Super 
Bowl title last year. 

Though Big Ben gets the 
headlines, MAC quarterbacks 
dot other NFL rosters. This 
April, two more MAC passers 
were drafted: Bowling Green's 
Omar Jacobs (fifth round, 
Steelers) and Toledo's Bruce 
Gradkowski (sixth round, 
Giants). 

In the previous three 
drafts, three MAC quarter- 
backs were picked: Marshall's 
Byron Leftwich (2003 first 
round, Jaguars), Bowling 
Green's Josh Harris (2004 
sixth round, Ravens) and 
Akron's Charlie Frye (2005 
third round, Browns). 

Don't look now, but the 
MAC likely will have another 
quarterback picked in 2007: 
Akron's Luke Getsy. 


Ascending 

Ball State. Fifteen 
starters return from a team 
that finished strong last 
year. The Cardinals are 
poised to win more than four 
MAC games for the first time 
since 1996. 


Descending 

Bowling Green. Quarterback 
Omar Jacobs bolted early for 
the NFL, leaving BGSU with- 


out an NFL-caliber quarter- 
back for the first time since 
2000. Although this pro- 
gram might slip, it won't 
slide too far. 


Most underrated player 
Jabari Arthur, WR, Akron. 
This 6-4 Quebec native broke 
out in the Motor City Bowl 
with 180 yards receiving. 


Player who must step up 

Clint Cochran, QB, Toledo. 
The 6-3 sophomore takes 
over for Bruce Gradkowski. 
Good luck, kid. 


Biggest shoes to fill 

Greg Jennings, WR, 
Western Michigan. Joe 
Chapple will become the 
go-to guy for quarterback 
Ryan Cubit now that 
Jennings, the MAC Offensive 
Player of the Year, is gone. 


Newcomers to watch 
Michael Hinton, S, Ohio. 
The Virginia Tech transfer is 


a top athlete who can play 
either safety position. 

Eddie Adamski, C, 
Northern Illinois. The red- 
shirt freshman has the ability 
to be as good as former 
Husky standout centers Brian 
Van Acker and Todd Ghilani. 


Best coach 

Tom Amstutz, Toledo. He 
has won at least eight games 
in each of his five seasons. 


4 Garrett Wolfe 


Best staff 

Akron. In two years, J.D. 
Brookhart and Co. took the 
Zips from nowhere to their 
first MAC title in 2005. 


Coach on the hot seat 
Frank Solich, Ohio. Year 2 
is judgment time. Solich 


ended last year with five loss- 


es in the last seven games. 
And a drunk driving incident 
didn't help his image. 


UNIT RANKINGS 


ISH'S OFFENSE DEFENSE 

POOIECTEN : WRs Line Overall Line LBs DBs Overall iets 
EAST DIVISION 

1. Akron < 22 li 3 ee! oer 
2. Bowling Green 8g 508 7 96 Mee] 
3. Miami 6 6: 99 ee 7 0 3 6 3: 56 
4. Ohio 9G eee 0's) 9 ae tere 19 
5. Kent State WS Nat Le) Nn 2 
6. Buffalo We 12 a 2 12 0 a 0 Wl 
WEST DIVISION 

1. Northern Illinois ae SUR ees 4s 42" 2 §:252 
2. Toledo Pa ree 2 N6. 335 aves 
3. Western Michigan 4. J es Nn 3 4 4 | sae, | 
4.Ball State E4210. 38 8 9 8 10 4 7 
5. Central Michigan _ ay | a i Ce aes 9 8 
6. Eastern Michigan 12)) 33) (8) Fs... 6.6) 12 BS 1 10 
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Games to watch 

Toledo at Western 
Michigan, Sept. 9. This tilt 
will help answer the question 
of whether Western Michigan 
is ready to take the next step. 

Miami at Akron, Oct. 21. 
The winner of this matchup 
should be in line to win a rela- 
tively weak East division. 

Toledo at Northern Illinois, 
Nov. 7. The Huskies beat the 
Rockets last season for the 
first time since 1989, and 
they probably must do it 
again to win the West title. 


Bow! bound 

With eight starters back on 
offense and defense, Akron 
will lead the pack. Northern 
lilinois looks primed for a 
postseason slot, too. And 
don't be shocked to see a third 
bowl team, possibly Toledo. 


Best bets 

The MAC will get a new 
punching bag next year when 
Temple joins the league. ... 
Though Northern IIlinois is 
rebuilding its line, Garrett 
Wolfe figures to extend the 


RANKING THE TEAMS 


1, Akron, RBs Andre Boone and 
Aaris Reed are touted. WRs David 
Harvey and DJ Henderson could . 
play right away. Keep an eye on 
junior college LB Mickey Baker. 


2. Ohio. Offense was the focal point. 


WR Terrence McCrae teems with 
potential. Junior college WR Chido 
Nwokocha could help immediately. 


3. Ball State. Defense was stressed. 


Georgia DE Darrius Benham looks 
like a gem. DB Jakeem Gregory 


was an in-state star. 


ALL-MAC 


Pos.Name, school Ht. Wt. Cl. 

WR Eric Deslauriers, Eastern Michigan 6-5 205. Sr. 

WR Ryne Robinson, Miami 5-10 169 Sr. 

TE Chris Hopkins, Toledo 6-5 255 Sr. 

T Doug Free, Northern Illinois 67 302 Sr. 

T John Greco, Toledo 6-5 318 Jr. 

eo G Dominic Moran, Western Michigan 6-5 303 Sr. 
Hushies streak of 1,000-yard G Derrick Markray, Bowling ae 6-5 350 Sr. 
rushers to eight seasons in a C Kory Lichtensteiger, Bowling Green 6-3 305 Jr. 
row. He's the nation’s leading 0B Luke Getsy, Akron 6-2 220 Sr. 
returning rusher, entering RB Garrett Wolfe, Northern Illinois 57 173 Sr. 
2006 with 3,236 career yards. RB Kalvin McRae, Ohio S208 Jr. 
Sb Pere WNL Seva Paes E Daniel Bazuin, Central Michigan 6-3 269 Sr. 
for-the MAC to embarrass BCS E Kevin Howe, Eastern Wichgan 63 240 Sr 
teams. The following big boys T Kiki Gonzalez, Akron 6-2 300 Sr. 
better brace when they visit LB Mike Alston, Toledo 62 212 Sr. 
MAC venues: Boston College LB Matt Muncy, Ohio 6-2 231 Sr. 
(Central Michigan), Minnesota LB Ameer Ismail, Western Michigan 6-2 225 So. 
(Kent State), Northwestern LB Thomas Keith, Central Michigan S-l 239 Jr. 
(Miami), Indiana (Ball State) S sophia fe id if 
and Kansas (Toledo). Plus, S$ Joey Card, Miami 6-0 198 Sr, 


Bowling Green plays 
Wisconsin in Cleveland. TSN 


lots of options. 


Louis Delmas, Western Michigan 


Andrew Wellock, Eastern Michigan 
P Chris Miller, Ball State 
KR Ryne Robinson, Miami 


6-0 


5-1 182 Sr. 
62 212 So. 
5-10 169 Sr. 


Offense: Garrett Wolfe, RB, Northern Illinois 


Defense: Daniel Bazuin, E, Central Michigan 


Offense: Ray Williams, RB, Toledo 


4, Buffalo. OL Peter Bittner is a 
building block for a program with 
momentum under Turner Gill. 


QB Naaman Roosevelt has potential. 
5. Toledo. The Rockets did well, as 


usual, with linemen. DL Nate Cole 
was wanted by many. RB Dontae 
Jones was a hotshot in Florida. 
6. Bowling Green. DT D.J. Young 
heads a class that is heavy on 


7. Miami. Fifteen of 
22 recruits are from 
Ohio. Junior college 
OL John Buckman will help this fall. 
8, Eastern Michigan. RB Richard 
Franklin is the headliner for another 
good class by Jeff Genyk. 

9. Central Michigan. QB Mike Canfield 
could be great down the road. 

10. Western Michigan. Offense was 


Defense: Michael Hinton, S, Ohio 


college WR Herb Martin. DT Chris 
Pyant is touted. 

11, Northern Illinois. Alex Kube and 
Mike Sobol lead a strong group of 
defensive backs. 

12. Kent State, LB/RB Quinton 
Rainey was the top catch. 


defense, LB Brandon Jackson had 


the focus of the effort, led by junior 


RETURNING LEADERS 


RUSHING Player, school, class 

1. Garrett Wolfe, Northern Illinois, Sr. 
2. Brandon Murphy, Miami, Jr. 

3. Kalvin McRae, Ohio, Jr. 

4. Ontario Sneed, Central Michigan, So. 
5. Mark Bonds, Western Michigan, Jr. 


PASSING Player, school, class 

1. Phil Horvath, Northern Illinois, Sr. 
2. Joey Lynch, Ball State, Sr. 

3. Luke Getsy, Akron, Sr. 

4. Drew Willy, Buffalo, So. 

5. Michael Machen, Kent State, Jr. 


RECEIVING Player, school, class 
1. Ryne Robinson, Miami, Sr. 


2. Eric Deslauriers, Eastern Michigan, Sr. 


3. Damien Linson, Central Michigan, Sr. 
4, Najah Pruden, Kent State, Sr. 
5. Steve Odom, Toledo, Sr. 


Yds. Avg. 

- bs 1,580 6.5 

10 226 ~—-'1,070 47 

a] 209 1,153 55 

ii] 220 ~—-1,065 48 

9 101 456 45 

G Comp Att. Pct. Int. Yds. 
9 168 238 706 8 2,001 
Nn 198 314 631 7 1,982 
13) 0278) S25 2.53.0 ila 3,455 
10 «149 «246 «660.6 12 ~~ (1,481 
10 200 365 548 18 2,078 
G Rec. Yds. Long 1D 

1 49 79 8 

i} 75 = 874 49 8 

N 56 96-832 4 4 
10 33-688 61 5 
12 55 690 46 6 


~Jeremy Crabtree, Rivals.com 


Yds./att. TD 


8.4 
6.3 
6.6 
6.0 
57 


18 
18 


YPG 
175.6 
107.0 
104.8 

96.8 

50.7 


NCAA rk. 


Rating NCAArk. 


159.4 
130.5 

118.1 
109.4 
102.7 


YPG 
101.7 
79.5 
75.6 
68.8 
57.5 


6 
48 
1 
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SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Mat Penn State 
Sept.9 AatN.C. State 
Sept. 16 at Central Michigan 
Sept. 23 North Texas 

Sept. 30 at Kent State 
Oct.7 —_ at Cincinnati 
Oct.21 = Miami 

Oct. 28 at Toledo 

Nov.4  @ Bowling Green 
Nov.9 — Buffalo* 

Nov. 16 at Ohio* 

Nov. 24 Western Michigan* 
“Thursday “Friday 

B Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


ZIPS DATA 
Stadium: Rubber Bow! 
(artificial, 31,000) 

Site: Akron, Ohio 

Coach: J.D. Brookhart (13-11, 

2 years) 

Offensive coordinators: 

Joe Moorhead (Ist year, 3rd at 
school); Jim Pry (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jim Fleming (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 3-3-5 
Last league title won: 2005 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 7-6, 5-3/Tist MAC 
East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Dennis Kennedy 
(45 att., 131 yards, 0 TDs) 
Passing: Luke Getsy 


(278-525-12, 3,455 yards, 23 TDs) 


Receiving: Jabari Arthur 
(30 rec., 482 yards, 3 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Purdue L, 49-24 

at Middle Tennessee W, 17-7 
Northern Illinois 
Central Michigan 
at Buffalo 

at Miami 

Army 


L, 31-17 
W, 13-7 
L, 51-23 
L, 20-0 
at Bowling Green W, 24-14 
at Ball State L, 23-17 
Ohio W, 27-3 
Kent State W, 35-3 
Northern Illinois* + W, 31-30 
Memphis* L, 38-31 
*MAC Championship “Motor City Bow! 
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W, 48-42 (OT) 


EAST DIVISION 


1. AKRON 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Zips intend to stick with the 
West Coast attack and spread the opposition thin, allowing 
their playmakers to take the stage. With talented Luke Getsy 
returning at quarterback, there's no need to tinker with the 
approach. Akron will look to move the ball on the ground 
first but won't make much effort to hide its penchant for 
airing it out. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Graduation hit the skill positions 
hard, but Getsy is the top quarterback in the conference. He's 
coming off a’season in which he set a school record with 
23 touchdown passes. The top running back spot vacated by 
Brett Biggs, who accounted for 88 percent of the team's rush- 
ing yards in 2005, is open. Dennis Kennedy is speedy and a 
good pass catcher. Alex Allen is more of a slasher who can 
grind out yards between the tackles. Fullback Joe McDaniel ' 
repeats his role as lead blocker. The line is the real strength 
of the unit; the Zips return five starters. Akron lost two pro- 
ductive receivers in Domenik Hixon (an NFL draft pick) and 
Jason Montgomery, which gives Jabari Arthur, who had 
180 receiving yards and two touchdowns in last season's 
Motor City Bowl, a chance to become the Zips’ go-to man. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY An unconventional 3-3 stack for- 
mation served the Zips well last season when Akron jumped 
from the bottom of the pack to the league's No. 2-rated 
defense. With eight starters back, the bar moves higher. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The strength starts up front, where 
the Zips have the most depth in years. Kiki Gonzalez, all-MAC 
in 2005, and Jermaine Reid, who helped the Zips tie for the 
MAC lead in sacks, are the best of the bunch. Jared Cecchetti, 
Eric Lively and Nate Robinson are pushing for time on the 
inside. Kevin Grant and All-MAC performer Brion Stokes give 
the linebackers a lot of pop. The cluster of four returning 
starters in the defensive backfield is centered around John 
Mackey and Reggie Corner, who has 24 straight starts and 
four interceptions over the past two years. West Virginia 
transfer Davanzo Tate stepped in at a other corner spot last 
season and was solid. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Gone are three-year starters at punter and 
kicker. Neither of the new No. 1 men at either spot, punter 
Andy Hildreth and kicker Matt Domonkos, has kicked in a 
game, and each will be pressed by freshmen. Sleek wide 
receiver Jermaine Lindsay is the Zips’ likely punt return man, 
and Kennedy and cornerback Brandon Anderson will return 
kickoffs. 

COACHING STAFF When a mid-major wins a championship, 
a raid on its staff usually follows. Dana Chambers came on 
board to coach the defensive line—replacing Terrell Williams, 
who took the same position with Purdue—and has 11 years of 
MAC experience, Chambers hardly is new to the neighborhood. 
Mike Dawson takes over the linebackers for Kansas State- 
bound Matt Wallerstedt after Dawson turned New Hampshire 
into one of the top I-AA defenses as its coordinator. 

BOTTOM LINE Giddiness over the school’s first MAC crown 
has subsided, but if coach J.D. Brookhart can plug in the right 
people at running back and wide receiver—and if his frighten- 
ingly green kicking game doesn't haunt him—the Zips could be 
looking at two in a row. —Matt Markey 


Scourine reports BY Mart Markey, Toveoo Bape, aNd Dou Zateski, StaR Press 


Pos, No, Name 

Jabari Arthur 

21 Johnny Long 
Tim Crouch 

68 Mike Schepp 
Mike Donaldson 
70 Garrett Brewster 
Andy Wills 

64 Jim Holley 

Andy Alleman 
78 Zack Anderson 
Chris Kemme 

77 Keith Huebner 
Kris Kasparek 
83 Merce Poindexter 
Brandon Williams 
82 Jermaine Lindsey 
Luke Getsy 

7 Carlton Jackson 
Dennis Kennedy 
26 Alex Allen 

Joe McDaniel 
42 Joe Tuzze 

Matt Domonkos 
Dennis Kennedy 


. Name 
Eric Lively 

95 Nate Robinson _ 
Kiki Gonzalez 
55 Jared Cecchetti 
Jermaine Reid 
56 Clarence McPherson 
Kevin Grant 
54 Doug Williams 
Brion Stokes 
7 __ Parris McNeal _ 
Bryan Howe 
96 Mark Groza 
John Mackey 
27 Wayne Cobham* 
Reggie Corner 
28 Brandon Anderson 
Chris Brown 
8 —_Yamari Dixon 
Chevin Pace 

37 JasonNedd 
CB 5  Davanzo Tate 

9 Dionte Henry 
P 16 Andy Hildreth 
PR 82 Jermaine Lindsay 


6-0 
5-1 
5-1! 
5-8 
51 


6-1 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


220 So. 


225 Fr. 
mode. 


209 So, 


185 So, 


165 Fr. 
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SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 

Sept.2 4 Wisconsin* 
Sept.9 Buffalo 

Sept. 16 at Fla. International 
Sept. 23 Kent State 

Sept. 30 at Ohio 

* Oct.7 mat Ohio State 
Oct.14 — Eastern Michigan 
Oct.19 at Central Michigan* 
Oct.28 at Temple 


ova). vat-Akroa strength is up front, where Kory Lichtensteiger and Derrick a - ne = An ¥. e 
Nov.15 @ Miami** Markray return after earning All-MAC honors. Fellow linemen 19 Kenneth Brantley Sl 194 Sr. 
Nov. 21 at Toledo*** John Lanning and Kevin Huelsman are new starters but have if 71 Drew Nystrom 6-5 304 Jr. 
“at Cleveland Browns Stadium had plenty of reps. Dan Macon inherits the tailback position, 76 Aaron Kent 66 295 So. 
“Thursday **Wednesday ***Tuesday and he is as green as most of the receivers. Corey Partridge LG 68 John Lanning 6-4 285 Sr. 
Mi Toughest game @ Must win becomes the possession man, and Ruben Ruiz, Matt Emans 75__Shane Steffy _ 63 290 fr. 
Be CONCEP On et and Marques Parks are the outside threats. ¢ B ria armgaal s - e 
FALCONS DATA DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Falcons like a 4-3 with their RG 70 Derrick Markray 6-5 350 Sr. 
Stadium: Perry (grass, 30,599) best athletes at the end and linebacker spots. Brandon wants 65 Patrick Watson 65 297 Jr 
Site: Bowling Green, Ohio a bit more bulk and muscle inside because this team was piti- RT 73 Kevin Huelsman 65 284 Jr 
: : i i 3 i i i 61 Kevin Mahoney 66 295 Fr. 
Coach: Gregg Brandon (26-11, ful against the run in 2005. The hope is that improved line 
3 years; 6th at school) play will take some of the heat off the linebackers and the TES) 88 Sean O'Drobinak C4 262 sr. 
Offensive coordinator: secondary and let them play with more swagger. WR 2 wa chaeg ; “ or e 
Greg Studrawa (4th year, 6th DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL Diyral Briggs and three-year starter 37. Aaron Davis 62 182 Fr. 
at school) Devon Parks provide pursuit from their end positions and WR 1 Corey Partridge 5-1 187 So. 
Defensive coordinator: should specialize in pressuring the passer. Nick Davis is pen- 6 Brandon Jones 6-0 17i_ Sr. 
John Lovett (2nd year) ciled in at nose guard, but if Matt Leininger returns to the QB 17 Anthony Turner 62 226 So. 
Offensive scheme: One-back team after a one-year hiatus following a suspension, he has =~ s es Barnes = <7 “: 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 the credentials to take over the job. Brad Williams is back at ‘i ee Rokk ea leaal “ 
Last league title won: 1992 tackle, and incoming freshmen D.J. Young (6-5, 278) and K 87 Nick Goss 602i Fr 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 Orlando Barrow (6-2, 268) are just what Brandon ordered as KR 6 Brandon Jones 60 I Sr. 


2005 record: 6-5, 5-3/Tist MAC 
East 


2. BOWLING GREEN 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY When Gregg Brandon arrived at 
Bowling Green before the 2001 season, the brainy former 
assistant at Northwestern and Colorado had the spread 
offense in his briefcase. The innovative approach took a 
ho-hum Falcons offense and put it at the top of the MAC in 
production and points. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL With the early exit of quarterback 
Omar Jacobs for the NFL, the Falcons have to put Anthony 
Turner at the controls a year earlier than they expected, and 
they hope he's ready. Turner will be flanked by new running 
backs and a mostly unproven group of receivers, so the touch- 
downs likely won't come in bunches like in recent years. The 


run-stoppers. Terrel White is the leading returning tackler and 
starts at weakside linebacker, with Cody Basler and Erique 


MAC 


RETURNING Dozier, along with John Haneline and Jon Jakubowski, all Pos. ue etre — ie x = 
LEADERS playing plenty. Safety Deaudre Perry is back after missing the E 4 yee rasa a SN 
Rushing: Bobby Thomas end of last season for medical reasons, and Loren Hargrove, NG 59. Nick Davis 63. 280 So. 
(42 att., 183 yards, 0 TDs) Antonio Smith and Kenny Lewis have experience. 50 Brandon Mack 65 257 Jn 
Passing: Anthony Turner SPECIAL TEAMS Brandon charged hard on the recruiting T 92 Brad Williams 63 256 Sr. 
(5285-4, 492 yards, 2 TDs) trail shopping for a kicker and a punter, and the team could 98__ Brady Minturn 6-4 250 Fr. 
Receiving: Corey Partridge start true freshmen—punter Alonso Rojas and kicker Sean E a the ail es sis = 
(27 rec., 317 yards, 1 TD) Ellis—at those positions. Rojas is big, athletic and comes $18 30 aaa a 61198 = 
highly touted, and Ellis has the leg strength the team has 95 Jon Jakubowski 61 221 Sr 
2005 RESULTS been missing in its kickers in recent years, though Ellis will MLB 45 Cody Basler 6-3 225 Fr 
at Wisconsin L, 56-42 have to beat out some redshirt freshmen for the job. 44 John Haneline 62 223 So. 
at Ball State W, 40-31 COACHING STAFF Brandon has kept most of his core group WLB 48 Terre! White S10 224 Sr. 
at Boise State L, 48-20 through his three seasons and should benefit from the conti- WS Seat Gooden G3 cet Se 
Temple W, 70-7 nuity. He has one of the best offensive line gurus in the coun- % : — = Pag bide 
Ohio W, 38-14 TE ere al 
t try in former Bowling Green tackle Greg Studrawa, a motiva- FS 24 Deaudre Perry 61 214 Jr. 
at Buffalo : W, 207 tional master who serves as coordinator. 12__ Chris Wright 510 175 Fr. 
Western Michigan) 1 4544 BOTTOM LINE Brandon lost almost all of his skill people on $$ 9 Loren Hargrove SA 204 
. fea State ae offense and took big hits on the defensive line and at line- ae ato 
at Miami W, 42-14 backer. If the Falcons have recruited well, they could reload 4 ioe Seaderion 60 80 Fe 
Toledo L, 44-41 (201) and put themselves right into the thick of the East Division ?- Aone Rojas* 63 200 Fr. 
chase. They first must survive dates with Wisconsin and Ohio PR 1 Corey Partridge 5-11 187 So. 


State in the season's first half. -Matt Markey Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


5 
G72 3. MIAMI 


OFFENSE Miami has a wealth of talent at running back. Brandon Murphy rushed for 
1,070 yards as a sophomore. Five other tailbacks are capable of contributing, includ- 
ing Jimmy Murray and Jimmy Calhoun. The RedHawks have a sneaky deep threat in 
the passing game in receiver Josh Williams. With quarterback Josh Betts gone, it's a 
two-man race for the job between Mike Kokal and Daniel Raudabaugh. Kokal is the 


only player with experience, but he and 
Raudabaugh came out of spring ball in a dead 
heat. Charlie Norden and Steve Meister must 
anchor the line as the only returning players 
with significant starting experience. 

DEFENSE Miami has one of the MAC's most 
active defenses. It led the conference last year 
in turnover margin, topping the league in inter- 
ceptions (20) and fumble recoveries (15). The 
challenge will be to approach those numbers in 
2006 with just two starters returning: safety 
Joey Card, an intelligent, physical player, and 
end Craig Mester, who was productive in his first 
two seasons. Miami must find replacements at 
linebacker, a key position in its system. Coaches 
like the linebackers they signed in February, and 
several might play right away. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Ryne Robinson could be the 
most dangerous return man in the league. He's 
the nation’s active leader in career punt return 
yards (1,502). Punter Jacob Richardson showed 
promise last year as a freshman. Kicker Nathan 
Parseghian will compete with true freshman 
Trevor Cook for the job this fall. 
BOTTOM LINE Miami's streak of 12 straight 
winning seasons is fifth-longest in the nation. 
Keeping that streak intact will be a challenge; 
the team lost 19 seniors, including eight 
All-MAC picks. It must solidify its play early at 
quarterback and on defense. —Doug Zaleski 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

PREIS | 
Pos, No, Name Ht Wt Cl 
WR 2 Ryne Robinson 5-10 169 Sr. 
tT 68 Dave DiFranco 66 323 So. 
LG 72 Steve Meister 6-2 293 Jr. 
C 53 Steve Kosky 64 273 Sr. 
RG 50 Matt McKeown 64 275 So. 
RT 76 Charlie Norden 6-6 314 Jr 
TE 80 TomCrabtree 6-5 224 So. 
WR 4 Josh Williams 6-2 222 Sr. 
WR 81 Patrick O'Bryan 61 200 Jr. 
‘QB 3 Mike Koka! 62 192 Jr. 
RB 24 Brandon Murphy 5-8 189 Jr. 
K 95 Nathan Parseghian 6-2 185 So. 
KR 18 Sean McVay 5-10 181 So. 
E 51 Joe Coniglio 6-2 233 So. 
T 69 Otto Linwood 61 306 Jr 
T 92 Seth Painter 62 254 Sr. 
— 58 Craig Mester 6-5 243 Jr 
OLB 37 Dontae Wright 63 222 Sr. 
MLB 48 Joe Hudson 62 226 So. 
OLB 9 = Clayton Mullins 62 219° Jr. 
CB 16 Bryan Roland 5-10 191 So. 
SS 6 Robbie Wilson 6-0 209 So. 
FS 1 Joey Card 6-0 198 Sr. 
CB 5 ~~ Frank Wiwo 63 179 Sr. 
P 4 — Jacob Richardson 6-1 187 So. 
PR 2 Ryne Robinson 5-10 169 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Aug. 31. A Northwestern* 
Sept.9 gat Purdue 

Sept. 16 Kent State 

Sept. 23 at Syracuse 

Sept. 30 at Cincinnati 

Oct.7 —— Northern Illinois 
Oct.14 at Buffalo 

Oct. 21 at Akron 

Oct.28 Ball State 

Nov.4 at Western Michigan 
Nov.15 at Bowling Green** 
Nov. 24 @Ohio* 

*Thursday **Wednesday “Friday 
Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


“428 < 
DATA 
Stadium: Yager (artificial, 
24,286) 
Site: Oxford, Ohio 
Coach: Shane Montgomery (7-4, 
lyear; 6th year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Shane Montgomery (6th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Taver Johnson (2nd year, 6th at 
school) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2003 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 7-4, 5-3/Tist MAC 
East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Brandon Murphy 
(226 att., 1,070 yards, 9 TDs) 
Passing: Mike Kokal 

(6-1-1, 30 yards, 0 TDs) 
Receiving: Ryne Robinson 
(75 rec., 1,119 yards, 8 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Ohio State L, 34-14 
Central Michigan L, 38-37 
at Kent State W, 27-10 
Cincinnati W, 44-16 
at Northern Illinois L, 38-27 
Akron W, 51-23 
at Eastern Michigan W, 24-23 _ 
at Temple W, 41-14 
Buffalo W, 54-13 
Bowling Green L, 42-14 
at Ohio W, 38-7 


GES 4. onI0 


OFFENSE When coach Frank Solich arrived, Ohio was using a conservative rushing- 
based attack, which was ineffective in shootouts against the point-producing spread 
offenses used by the MAC’s power teams. The Bobcats are transitioning but still have 
work to do, having averaged 118.5 passing yards per game last season. Solich isn't 
sure quarterback Austen Everson is the guy to get Ohio points in bunches, but he has 


experience. Illinois transfer Brad Bower might 
have the best tools to run the show. Running 
back Kalvin McRae, who had a 264-yard game 
last season, is durable, and Scott Mayle is an 
all-MAC caliber wide receiver. Left tackle Matt 
Coppage leads a line that's under great pressure. 
DEFENSE Linebacker Matt Muncy is a Lombardi 
Award candidate who led the team with 115 tack- 
les last season. The team needs an improved 
pass rush from the linemen in its 4-3 scheme. 
Landon Cohen anchors the line, and Jameson 
Hartke and junior college transfer Alan Goff play 
big roles in a rotation involving as many as 

10 players. All-American Dion Byrum must be 
replaced at cornerback; two-year starter T.J. 
Wright returns at the other corner spot. Safeties 
Todd Koenig, Tony Ward and Virginia Tech trans- 
fer Michael Hinton are better than most. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Someone must emerge to 
replace All-MAC punter/kicker Matthew Miller, 
who graduated. Mayle led the MAC with 27.2 
yards per kick return last season. Hinton, Mark 
Parson and Chris Garrett are other return options. 
BOTTOM LINE Ohio will benefit from tossing so 
many freshmen into the fire in 2005, with 

17 starters returning and enhanced depth. 
Solich addressed speed and playmaking defi- 
ciencies through recruiting and might use more 
freshmen to boost the offense. The Bobcats 
can't go toe-to-toe with the MAC's top teams but 
are headed in that direction. —Matt Markey 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 82 Scott Mayle 6-1 175 Sr. 
{1 78 MattCoppage | 6-4 288 Sr. 
LG 77 Paul Johnson 6-2 313 Jr 
€ 53 J.J. Knabb 6-3 289 Sr. 
RG 79 Matt Miller 63 3 Jr 
RT 52 David Shelby 6-4 299 Jr 
TE 83 Corey Logan 6-3 232 Sr. 
WR 36 Justin Riley 51 197 Sr. 
QB 9 Austen Everson 6-2 220 Sr. 
RB 5 Kalvin McRae 5-11 208 Jr. 
FB 45 Nate Clemens 60 219 Jr. 
K 96 Matt Lasher 6-0 190 Sr. 
KR 82 Scott Mayle 6-1 175 Sr. 
—E 94 Brett Sykes 62 263 Jr. 
T 55 Landon Cohen 6-3 278 Jr. 
NT 74 Shane Yates 6-2 280 Sr. 
— 90 Jameson Hartke 6-4 259 So. 
WLB 26 Tyler Russ 6-1 221 Sr. 
MLB 50 Matt Muncy 6-2 231 Sr. 
SLB 41 Michael Graham 5-10 212 Sr. 
CB 24 = Mark Parson 5-10 193 So. 
FS 6 Tony Ward 5-11 198 Jr. 
SS. 8 Todd Koenig 6-2 212 Jr 
CB 3 ‘T.J Wright 5-11 175 Sr. 
P 96 Matt Lasher 6-0 190 Sr. 
PR 24 Mark Parson 5-10 193 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2  Tennessee-Martin 
Sept.9 at Northern Illinois 
Sept. 16 at Rutgers 

Sept. 23 mat Missouri 
Sept. 30 Bowling Green 
Oct.7 Western Michigan 
Oct. 14 at Illinois 

Oct. 21 Buffalo 

Oct.28 @at Kent State 
Nov.4 at Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 16 Akron* 

Nov. 24 — at Miami (Ohio)* 
*Thursday “Friday 

B Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


BOBCATS DATA 
Stadium: Peden (artificial, 
24,000) 

Site: Athens, Ohio 

Coach: Frank Solich (4-7, 1 year; 
62-26 overall, 7 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Tim Albin (2nd year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Jimmy Burrow (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1968 
Last bowl appearance: 1968 
2005 record: 4-7, 3-5/4th MAC 
East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Kalvin McRae 

(209 att., 1,153 yards, 7 TDs) 
Passing: Austen Everson 
(105-220-11, 1,151 yards, 4 TDs) 
Receiving: Scott Mayle 

(21 rec., 338 yards, 3 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Northwestern —L, 38-14 


Pitt W, 16-10 (OT) 
at Virginia Tech ~—L., 45-0 
Kent State W, 35-32 


at Bowling Green L, 38-14 
at Central Michigan L, 37-10 


Ball State W, 38-21 
at Buffalo W, 34-20 
Toledo L, 30-21 
at Akron L, 27-3 
Miami L, 38-7 


5. KENT STATE 


OFFENSE Quarterback Michael Machen needs to show more savvy in the team’s pass- 
first offense and avoid racking up interceptions as a result of forcing throws. Junior 
college transfer Julian Edelman is an interesting, athletic alternative. At running 
back, a position left in shambles by injuries last season, Michigan State transfer Tony 
Howard and redshirt freshman Eugene Jarvis inject exciting new blood. The line 


needed to get bigger and more durable, issues 
addressed during offseason training. Najah 
Pruden is a big-play receiver, and Cameron Bobb 
provides a sizeable target. Tight end Tom Sitko 
needs experience to match his talent. 

DEFENSE The Golden Flashes further modified 
their 4-3 scheme by shifting all-MAC performer 
Danny Muir from tackle to end, where his 
penchant for creating havoc will exact a bigger’ 
toll. The linebackers are young, but most played 
significant time last year. The entire secondary 
returns, led by cornerback Usama Young, a 
three-year starter. Andre Kirkland moves from 
linebacker to the starting free safety spot, creat- 
ing great depth. Rico Murray, who was impres- 
sive as the starting free safety as a freshman, 
now becomes the backup strong safety. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Reid Macko is slated to handle 
kicking and punting duties, but the team could 
roll the dice and let new recruit Jake Kilroy 
punt. Expect the Flashes to utilize the quick kick 
out of the shotgun frequently. The return of Jon 
Drager from his second knee surgery should bol- 
ster the return game. 

BOTTOM LINE With 26 players, including 14 true 
freshmen, making their Division | debuts, last 
season's team paid the price with 10 losses. The 
Flashes still are thin when it comes to veteran 
experience, but they could enhance last years 
win total by two or three. —Matt Markey 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
RETO | 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 87 Najah Pruden 6-3 185 Sr. 
{T 56 Augustus Parrish 67 315 So. 
LG 64 Michael Galassi 6-4 305 Sr. 
C 70 Josh Perry 62 285 So. 
RG 71 Craig Rafdal 6-4 305 Sr. 
RT 65 Joe Marafine 6-4 305 Jr. 
TE 8 Tom Sitko 63 248 Jr. 
H 4 Marcus Hill 62 211 Sr 
WR 85 Shawn Bayes 5-10 180 So. 
QB 7 Michael Machen 66 235 Jr. 
RB 6 — Eugene Jarvis 5-5 158 Fr. 

K 14 Reid Macko 5-9 166 So. 

KR 22 Jon Drager 6-0 196 Jr 
—E 5 Danny Muir 6-2 285 Sr. 
NT 93 Anthony Dugarte 62 256 Jr. 
T 55 Colin Ferreli 6-0 283 Jr. 
LB 52 David Filippi 63 240 So. 
LB 26 Jameson Konz 63 210 So. 
LB 44 Stevon Moss 5-11 230 So, 
LB 54 = Cedrick Maxwell 5-10 223 So. 
CB 2 = Jack Williams 5-9 180 Jr. 
SS 1 Fritz Jacques 5-1 176 Jr. 
FS 27 Andre Kirkland 6-1 200 Sr. 
CB 18 Usama Young 6-0 190 Sr. 
P14 Reid Macko 5-9 166 So. 

PR 22 Jon Drager 60 19% Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Date Opponent 
Aug. 31 Minnesota* 
Sept.9 at Army 

Sept.16 at Miami 

Sept. 23 at Bowling Green 
Sept.30 4 Akron 

Oct.7 at Temple 
Oct.14 ‘Toledo 

Oct.28 @ Ohio 

Nov.4 at Buffalo 

Nov. 11 Mat Virginia Tech 
Nov. 18 — Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 24 at Ball State* 
“Thursday “Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
Best chance to pull an upset 


GOLDEN 
FLASHES DATA 
Stadium: Dix (artificial, 29,287) 
Site: Kent, Ohio 

Coach: Doug Martin (6-16, 

2 years; 4th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Doug Martin (4th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Pete Rekstis (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: 1972 
Last bowl appearance: 1972 
2005 record: 1-10, 0-8/6th MAC 
East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Jerry Flowers 

(96 att., 304 yards, 3 TDs) 
Passing: Michael Machen 
(200-365-18, 2,078 yards, 11 TDs) 
Receiving: Najah Pruden 

(33 rec., 688 yards, 5 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Michigan State L, 49-14 


SE Missouri W, 33-12 
Miami L, 27-10 
at Ohio L, 35-32 
at Eastern Michigan L, 27-20 
at Navy L, 34-31 
Northern Illinois L, 34-3 

at Western Michigan L, 44-14 
Bowling Green L, 24-14 
Buffalo L, 10-6 

at Akron L, 35-3 


6. BUFFALO 


OFFENSE This northeast school brought in a coach from Nebraska with a West Coast 
offense—all with the hope of curing the program's difficulties scoring points. New 
coach Turner Gill plans to open it up and air it out. Gill thinks Drew Willy is athletic 
enough to handle the quarterback role, but redshirt freshman James Starks has every- 
one abuzz about his talent. Chris McDuffie leads a crowded backfield pool after miss- 


ing 2005 with injuries. The line lost some pieces, 
but Jamey Richard and Jeff Niedermier look 
solid. Tight end Chad Upshaw has all-league 
potential. Evan Wallace and Brett Hamlin are 
steady at receiver, but Ernest Jackson looks like 
the only deep threat. 

DEFENSE Gill wants his forces dictating the 
action, so the emphasis is on speed. No starters 
return up front, but end Andrae Smith has big- 
time ability if he shakes the injury bug. Trevor 
Scott moves from tight end to help fortify the 
line. At linebacker, there is depth and experi- 
ence, led by athletic Ramon Guzman. Linebacker 
Tom Drewes (6-1, 242) comes from a prep school 
and should play immediately. The team hopes 
two experienced safeties—Kareem Byrom, who 
led the team with 85 tackles last year, and 
Jesse |mes—can lead a young secondary. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Ben Woods averaged more than 
37 yards per punt in ‘0S and has all-league 
potential. Kicker Gerry McGroarty needs to find 
the consistency to match his powerful leg. 
BOTTOM LINE The Bulls will get a lot of mileage 
from Gill's name. But the former Nebraska 
quarterback has to address the significant defi- 
ciencies on offense, and though the defense 
kept Buffalo in a lot of games a year ago, it 
likely will take a step back in ‘06 after 
significant losses. A couple of wins seems likely; 


four would make Gill a genius. —Matt Markey 
PROJECTED STARTERS 
PN Mek Ne Se Ae] 
‘Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 88 Brett Hamlin 6-1 178 Sr. 
tT 70 Ray Norell 66 292 So. 
LG 57 Jon Geddes 6-4 328 So. 
C 71 Jamey Richard 6-4 301 Jr. 
RG 75 Jeff Niedermier 6-3 297 So. 
RT 78 Gerry Weissinger 65 310 Sr. 
TE 80 Chad Upshaw 6-4 246 Sr. 
WR 83 Evan Wallace 5-9 174 Sr. 
0B 16 Drew Willy 6-3 213 So. 
RB 26 Chris McDuffie 510 198 Jr. 
FB 9 = Steven King 6-0 209 Sr. 
K 10 Gerry McGroarty 62 208 So. 
KR 3 Gary Rice 5-9 163 So. 
E 92 Dane Robinson 62 258 Fr. 
T 87 Marck Abraham 6-4 280 Jr. 
T 55  Labinot Hakanjin 60 279 Jr. 
E 89 Trevor Scott 65 254 Jr. 
OLB 2 Ramon Guzman 6-2 233 Sr. 
MLB 39  Ollice Ervin 61 230 Jr. 
OLB 58 Jeff Bublavi 5-10 194 Sr. 
CB 40 Kendric Hawkins 5-10 181 Fr. 
SS 20 Kareem Byrom 5-10 200 Jr. 
FS 14 Jesse Imes 5-10 202 Jr. 
CB 30 Mike Newton 5-10 196 Fr. 
P 8 Ben Woods 6-2 207 Jr. 
PR 19 James Starks 62 206 Fr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 Temple* 

Sept.9 — at Bowling Green 
Sept. 16 at Northern Illinois 
Sept.23 mat Auburn 
Oct.7 A Ball State 
Oct.14 = Miami 

Oct.21 at Ohio 

Oct. 28 at Boston College 
Nov.4 @Kent State 
Nov.9 at Akron* 

Nov.18 — at Wisconsin 

Nov. 24 Central Michigan* 
“Thursday “Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


BULLS DATA 
Stadium: University (artificial, 
29,013) 

Site: Buffalo 

Coach: Turner Gill (ist year) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Gerald Carr (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Jimmy Williams (Ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: None 
2005 record: 1-10, 1-7/5th MAC 
East 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 


Rushing: Steven King 

(136 att., 532 yards, 3 TDs) 
Passing: Drew Willy 
(149-246-12, 1,481 yards, 6 TDs) 
Receiving: Brett Hamlin 

(38 rec., 371 yards, 0 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Connecticut —L, 38-0 
at Syracuse L, 31-0 
Rutgers L, 17-3 
at Western Michigan L, 31-21 
Akron L, 13-7 
Bowling Green L, 27-7 
at Toledo L, 38-15 
Ohio L, 34-20 
at Miami (Ohio) —-L, 54-13 
at Kent State W, 10-6 
Eastern Michigan 1, 38-14 
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|. NORTHERN ILLINOIS © 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Joe Novak is old school in his . 


approach to the offense and makes no apologies for his belief. Horvath 
The Huskies’ goal is to run the ball behind an aggressive line 

Date Opponent and dominate time of possession. The pass is something to 

Sept.2 mat Ohio State mix into the attack to keep defenses honest. 

Sept.9 Ohio OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Huskies have the most feared 


Sept. 16 Buffalo 

Sept. 23 Indiana State 

Sept. 30 at Ball State 

Oct.7 at Miami 

Oct.14 at Western Michigan 


and explosive running back in the MAC in Garrett Wolfe. He 
produced 3,236 yards rushing and 34 touchdowns the past two 
seasons with an elusive running style that is difficult to con- 
tain. The team needs to establish a backup for Wolfe, who has 


Oct.21 Temple been slowed by injuries. Cas Prime, Montell Clanton and Justin 
Oct.28  Aatlowa Anderson are top candidates. For the running game to be suc- 
Nov.7  @Toledo* cessful again, the team must develop new starters in the mid- fos NO. Teme 
Nov. 17 Central Michigan* dle of the line. Tackle is set with Doug Free—nicknamed "Doug \ : ahbaked oS = a 
Nov. 24 at Eastern Michigan“ Freak" by his teammates for his amazing speed and athleti- a 62 Doug Free 67 302 Sr. 
“Tuesday “Friday cism—and Jon Brost. Quarterback Phil Horvath started nine 66 Tony Holmes 6-6 293 Fr 
WToughest game @ Must win games last year, but Dan Nicholson will push for the job after 1G 70 Chris Acevedo 65 304 Jr. 
A Best chance to pull an upset playing well in three games in 2005. The quarterback will have ___14_MattBiondi 65335. 
to find go-to receivers; last year's top two pass-catchers are is =< Esk Nebenst Sees) Te 
HUSKIES DATA SN Te 64 Jon Ellison 65 285 So. 
Stadium: Huskie (artificial, gone. Britt Davis might be the guy after catching a school RG 61 Matt Rogers 64 21 Sr. 
28,000) freshman record 42 passes for 441 yards in ‘05. , 59 Kevin Skatrud 66 314 Fr. 
Site: DeKalb, Ill DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Huskies use an attacking RT 60 Jon Brost 6-6 296 So. 
Coach: Joe Novak (54-60, 4-3 scheme that produces big plays but sometimes leads to 64 Jake Wertz : 6-4 289 Fr. 
10 years; 15th at school) big plays for opponents. The Huskies yielded too many big Te a rsync ae a a . 
Offensive coordinator: plays the past two seasons, and reducing those instances is a WR 7 Britt Davis 62195 So. 
John Bond (3rd year) point of emphasis. 7 Greg Turner 6-0 180 So. 
Defensive coordinator: Denny DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Huskies are younger on WR 5 Marcus Perez 5 172 So, 
Doornbos (3rd year, 4th at school) defense than they would like to be, but at least there's tal- ____ 82 _ Preston Williams Sti 7 Fr. 
Offensive scheme: One-back ent—especially at linebacker. Tim McCarthy was a terror as a 0B 3 Phil Horvath 6-3 197 Sr 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 freshman in 2005. David Bryant has moved from tailback to 19'__Dan Nicholson G2 __ 163 _ So. 
Last league title won: 1983 the secondary but now has ae - Goda sess a bis = 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 settled in at weakside linebacker. He combines great : K 25 Chris Nendick ei 168 dr 
2005 record: 7-5, 6-2/Tist MAC instincts with an athletic, physical style. The Huskies have KR 2 Marcus Perez 5-1 172 So. 
West solid depth at corner, highlighted by starters Adriel and 
Alvah Hansbro. The twins combined for 39 starts, 296 tack- pS er 
+t an les and seven interceptions the past three seasons. Free Pos. No. Name ___ Ht. Wt. Cl. 
Rushing: Garrett Wolfe safety Dustin Utschig led the team with 121 tackles and e ” coon eae nts se ag 
(242 att,, 1,580 yards, 16 TDs) three interceptions last year, Up front, big Zack Holycross 799 Saracen Rusch 64. 252 So. 
Passing: Phil Horvath could be primed for a breakout season. End Larry English led 69 _Alex Krutsch 62 246 So. 
(168-238-8, 2001 yards, 18 TDs) the line last year with 78 tackles. NT 63 Zack Holycross 67 284 Jr 
Receiving: Britt Davis SPECIAL TEAMS Chris Nendick showed a solid leg in ‘05, 92__Adam Schroeder 65 273 Jr. 
(42 rec., 441 yards, 3 TDs) going 3-for-5 from beyond 40 yards, including a 52-yarder. But E = rattler = 
he made 9 of 13 kicks total to rank in the middle of the MAC aaa oe a 
‘ . r SLB 33 Keenan Blalark 5-10 228 Sr. 
2005 RESULTS in accuracy. Middle of the pack also is where punter Andy 8 Cory Hanson 61 196 ‘Fr. 
at Michigan L, 33-17 Dittbenner ranked, with a 38.6-yard average. The team must ‘MLB O53 TimMcCarthy 6-0 226 So. 
at Northwestern —L, 38-37 find new returners for its punt and kickoff teams. 43 _T.J. Griffin ’ 6-0 243 So. 
Tennessee Tech —W, 42-3 COACHING STAFF Novak has done a great job of building a WLB 38 David Bryant 510 193 Fr 
at Akron L, 48-42 (0T) program. What's most impressive is the Huskies have had six feo __vosh Allen Sil 27 So. 
Miami W, 38-27 straight winning seasons despite losing several assistants, 8 . bes a ae ms = 
Eastern Michigan W, 24-8 including coordinators, to jobs at bigger schools. ere 
at Kent State W, 343 BOTTOM LINE Novak said his team wouldn't forget the 27 Spencer Williamson 62 195 Fr. 
Ball State LST nightmarish finish to the MAC championship game last year, FS 35 Dustin Utschig 5-10 189 Sr. 
ai Conteat Wichigant W328 when the Huskies lost to Akron by one point after giving up 23 Saul Ibarra 5-192 _Jt. 
at Torede Kat W351 a touchdown in the closing seconds. With 14 returning =" Alvah Hansbro S010 St. 
Western Michigan W, 42-7 : : 31__ Melvin Rice 5-10 185 So. 
Akron* L, 31-30 starters and one of the MAC's best offensive backfields, the P 18 Andy Dittbenner 61 192 So. 
*MAC Championship Huskies have the manpower to get back to the conference PR 5 Marcus Perez 5-1 172. So 
championship and play for a happier ending. —Doug Zaleski Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 Wat lowa State* 
Sept.9 at Western Michigan 
Sept.15 Kansas** 

Sept.23 McNeese State 
Sept. 30 at Pitt 

Oct.7 Central Michigan 
Oct.14 at Kent State 
Oct.21 at Eastern Michigan 
Oct.28 @ Akron 

Nov.7 A at Northern Illinois* 
Nov.14 Ball State” 

Nov. 21 Bowling Green* 
*Thursday **Friday “Tuesday 

B Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


ROCKETS DATA 
Stadium: Glass Bowl (artificial, 
26,248) 

Site: Toledo, Ohio 

Coach: Tom Amstutz (45-18, 

5 years; 27th at school) 
Offensive coordinator: John 
Shannon (2nd year, 4th at school) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Tim Rose (2nd year) 

Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: 2004 
Last year not in a bowl: 2003 
2005 record: 9-3, 6-2/Tist MAC 
West 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Jalen Parmele 
(64 att., 294 yards, 3 TDs) 
Passing: Clint Cochran 
(32-43-1, 262 yards, 1 TD) 
Receiving: Steve Odom 
(55 rec., 690 yards, 6 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Western Illinois  W, 62-14 
Western Michigan W, 56-23 
at Temple W, 42-17 

at Fresno State —L, 44-14 
Eastern Michigan W, 30-3 

at Ball State W, 34-14 
Buffalo W, 38-15 

at Central Michigan L, 21-17 

at Ohio W, 30-21 
Northern Illinois —L, 35-17 

at Bowling Green —_W, 44-41 (20T) 
UTEP* W, 45-13 
*GMAC Bowl 


2. TOLEDO 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY This is Rockets science, after all. 
When Tom Amstutz took over as head coach six years ago, he 
installed the spread and complicated it with surprises. For 
this all to work, Toledo needs a quarterback who performs at a 
very high level, and so far, Amstutz has had one. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL For the past three years, every play 
involved quarterback Bruce Gradkowski, but he's gone, and the 
Rockets are looking to Clint Cochran to lead the parade. 
Brandon Summers and John Goolsby are pushing Cochran. 
There is security up front, where the line returns basically 
intact. The field is crowded and skilled at tight end, with 
All-MAC pick Chris Hopkins returning. The Rockets’ top receiv- 
er, Steve Odom, is back. Odom is a three-year starter for the 
Rockets who has caught at least one pass in 37 straight 
games. Andrew Hawkins and the athletic Nick Moore are 
equally dangerous. Amstutz will have plenty of options at run- 
ning back. Jalen Parmele and Richard Davis were solid in 
2005. Scooter McDougle, the team’s leading rusher in ‘04, 
comes back after sitting out '05 recovering from a knee injury. 
The wild card at running back is former Ohio high school 
Mr. Football Ray Williams, who walked on at Toledo after legal 
issues sidelined him at West Virginia. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Rockets were passive and 
prone to react rather than dictate tempo before coordinator 
Tim Rose arrived last year. Once fully indoctrinated into Rose's 
system of pursuit and swarm tackling, Toledo had the best 
defense in the league. A lot falls on the linebackers, and 
Toledo has to replace a couple of good ones to stay sharp. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Rockets lost a lot—three of 
their four leading tacklers—so veterans such as safety Tyrrell 
Herbert must move to the forefront. Herbert was second-best 
on the team with 94 tackles last season and was seventh in 
the nation with five forced fumbles. Cornerback Nigel Morris 
is the other returning starter in the secondary. Keiron Brown 
is versatile and can play safety or corner. The line is two-deep 
in experienced performers. Sean Williamson and Patrick Clark 
join J.P. Bekasiak up front, along with Seth Thitoff. Bernard 
Faithful and Nick Lawrence add depth to the line. The 
linebackers are led by Mike Alston, All-MAC last season, and 
Mike Chamberlain. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Only the kicker—it will be Mike Krispinsky 
or freshman Alex Steigerwald—is uncertain for the Rockets, 
who under Amstutz have shown a propensity to push for first 
downs in situations where most would punt or attempt a field 
goal. Brett Kern is in his third season as the punter, and 
Odom is a dangerous return man. 

COACHING STAFF Amstutz significantly upgraded his 
defense a year ago by bringing in Rose, and now offensive 
coordinator John Shannon will have his teaching skills tested 
as he breaks in a new quarterback. The head coach continues 
his Father Flanagan role, hoping he can rehab the wayward 
Williams and make him a star again. 

BOTTOM LINE Three times in the past five years, Amstutz 
took an unproven quarterback and worked with him to put the 
team in championship contention. There's no reason to think 
that won't happen again. But to win the West, Toledo will 
have to beat Northern Illinois on the road. —Matt Markey 


Pos. 


WR 


u 


LG 


c 


RG 


RT 


TE 


WR 


WR 


0B 


RB 


No, Name 

4 David Washington 
88 Stephen Williams — 
79 John Greco 


60 Sean Zabinski 

64 David Perkins 

74 __ Chad Diggs : 
70 Hassan Adebesin 
72 Patrick Dawson 
69 Jesse Anderson 
78 Kevin Kilgo 
63 Jerry Aguwa 

73 Gregluna 

91 Chris Hopkins 

83 John Allen 

80 Steve Odom 

84 Andre Redd 

82 Nick Moore 

2 Andrew Hawkins — 
Tt Clint Cochran 

6 _ Brandon Summers 
33 Jalen Parmele 

27 ‘Richard Davis 


14 Mike Krispinsky = 


80 Steve Odom 


‘HE Wt Ch. 
65 219 Jr. 
_ 65 185 So. 
6-5 318 Jr. 
6-6 302 So. 


62 308 Jr. 
_ 64 33 sr 


6-0 300 Sr. 
63 280 So. 
6-4 300 Sr. 


65 273 Fr 


6-4 295 Sr, 
68 330 Sr 
6-5 255 Sr, 
65 215 So. 
5-10 170 Sr. 
51 196 So. 
6-4 192 So. 


___58 163 Jr 


63 205 So. 
6-0 187 Fr 
6-0 222 Jr. 
6-0 200 So. 
“540 185 Jr 
510 170 Sr. 


Pos, 


E 


cB 


Pp 
PR 


No, Name 
92 Sean Williamson 


35__SethThitoff 


96 J.P. Bekasiak 

51 __ Aaron Albritton — 
87 Patrick Clark 

57 Bernard Faithful 
44 Mike Alston 

39 Shaun Fitzgibbons 
54 Keith Forestal 

45 Marques McFarlin 
47 Steven Morrison 
46 Eric Heller 

15 Mike Chamberlain 


32 Greg Hay 


21 Nigel Morris 

5 __Bo Martin : 
34 Lester Richmond 
20 Chris Faison 

28 Tyrrell Herbert 

27 __ Jeff Green 

36 Keiron Brown 

37 Walter Atkins 

41 Brett Kern 

80 Steve Odom 


Ht. Wt Ch 
6-2 265 Jr. 
62220 Sr 
6-6 296 Sr 
62 2 Se 
6-4 266 Jr. 
63 240 
6-2 212 Sr. 
61 224 Ih 
63 215 So. 
6-2 232 Sr. 
62 220 Jr 
60 219 Fr 
6-2 208 Sr. 


62 200 Jr, 


6-0 181 Jr. 
6-1 184 Fr. 
61169 Fe 
6-2 190 Jr 
62 185 So. 
5-11 176 So. 
6-1 162. Fr 
6-3 195 Jr. 
5-10 170 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO 


MAC 


3. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


OFFENSE Western Michigan received great news when the NCAA granted quarterback 
Ryan Cubit, coach Bill's son, a sixth year of eligibility after he missed 2005 with a leg 
injury. With Cubit out, Tim Hiller started and won the MAC's freshman of the year 
award, but Hiller likely will redshirt this season with a knee injury. Coaches went to 
the junior college ranks to add receiver Herb Martin, who could become the go-to 


threat to replace the departed Greg Jennings. 


The team will try several running backs to finda 


replacement for 1,000-yard rusher Trovon Riley, 
including Mark Bonds, Riley's backup last year, 
and Kirk Elsworth. Robbie Krutilla is the glue of 
the line. He played all 834 snaps last season. 
DEFENSE The most talented position on defense 
is linebacker. Ameer Ismail enjoyed a breakout 
season in ‘05. Paul Tithof overcame an early 
injury to play at a high level late in the season, 
and Dustin Duclo is a former walk-on who 
became a productive contributor. The secondary 
is young but talented, even with ‘OS's leading 
tackler, defensive back Antwain Allen, question- 
able for the beginning of the season with an 
injury. Louis Delmas moves from corner to safety 
to try to better use his great speed. The line is 
young, too, but ends Anthony Belmonte and 
Zach Davidson combined for 70 tackles in ’05. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Nate Meyer's strength is 
inside 40 yards; he hit just 3-of-9 from 

outside 40 last year. The team likes returners 
E.J. Biggers and Delmas. 

BOTTOM LINE The Broncos executed a major 
turnaround last season; their seven victories 
were six more than they had in 04. They won't 
catch anyone by surprise this season, but they 
won't have to. The return of Cubit gives the 
offense an experienced leader, and the defense 
should be better than last year. —Doug Zaleski 


Pos, No. Name Ht Wt, Cl. 
WR 89 Ben Bleck-Owens 62 201 So. 
WR 10 Joe Chapple 6-0 190 Sr. 
LT 67 Rob Johnson 6-4 329 So. 
LG 72 Dominic Moran 6-5 303 Sr. 
C 78 Robbie Krutilla 6-3 308 Jr. 
RG 62 Matt Williams 62 282 Jr. 
RT 70 Chris Bartula 6-6 295 Jr. 
TE 82 Brandon Ledbetter 65 221 So, 
WR 86 Kelly Martin 6-3 180 Jr. 
QB 12 Ryan Cubit 62 216 Sr. 
RB 40 Kirk Elsworth 6-0 208 So. 
K 25 Nate Meyer 6-4 226 Sr. 
KR 1 E.J. Biggers 6-0 185 So. 
£— 37 Anthony Belmonte 6-2 255 Sr. 
NG 98 Cory Flom 63 285 So, 
T 95° Nick Varcadipane 6-2 272 So. 
E 90 Zach Davidson 62 243 So. 
WLB 43 Ameer Ismail 6-2 225 Sr. 
MLB 59 Dustin Duclo 5-10 225 So. 
SLB 51 Paul Tithof 6-1 217 Sr. 
CB 1 «EW. Biggers 6-0 185 So. 
SS 9 Louis Delmas 6-0 181 So. 
FS 26 C.J. Wilson 6-2 206 So, 
CB 29 Londen Fryar Sl 185 So, 
P 39 Jim Laney 6-4 207 Jr 
PR 9 Louis Delmas 6-0 181 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Indiana 
Sept.9 @Toledo 

Sept. 16 mat Virginia 
Sept. 23 Temple 

Oct.7 at Ohio 

Oct.14 Northern Illinois 
Oct. 21 at Ball State 

Oct. 28 Eastern Michigan 
Nov.4 — Miami 

Nov.10 at Central Michigan* 
Nov.18 at Florida State 
Nov. 24 at Akron* 

“Friday 

B Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 
BRONCOS 
DATA 

Stadium: Waldo (artificial, 
30,200) 

Site: Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Coach: Bill Cubit (7-4, 1 year; 
5th at school) 

Offensive coordinator: 
George McDonald (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Scott Shafer (2nd year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 1988 
Last bowl appearance: 1988 
2005 record: 7-4, 5-3/T3rd 
MAC West 


Rushing: Mark Bonds 

(101 att., 456 yards, 3 TDs) 
Passing: Ryan Cubit 
(65-108-3, 675 yards, 6 TDs) 
Receiving: Joe Chapple 
(33 rec., 354 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Virginia L, 31-19 

at Toledo L, 56-23 
Southern Illinois W, 34-28 

at Temple W, 19-16 
Buffalo W, 31-21 

Ball State L, 60-57 (501) 
at Bowling Green W, 45-14 
Kent State W, 44-14 

at Eastern Michigan W, 44-36 
Central Michigan W, 31-24 

at Northern Illinois L, 42-7 


4, BALL STATE 


OFFENSE Quarterback Joey Lynch isn't going to deliver stunning throwing exhibi- 
tions, but he uses a strong understanding of the offense to get the ball to the right 
place. The biggest need for improvement is in pass protection. The Cardinals tied for 
last in the MAC last season in sacks allowed (38) because their young line didn't 
provide consistent protection. Coach Brady Hoke wants to run a power offense. To do 


that, he needs the line, headed by guard Justin 
Schneider, and the running backs to become 
more aggressive. B.J. Hill, who flashed his 
potential in a 170-yard outing against Western 
Michigan, will get the first crack at the starting 
tailback job. 

DEFENSE The Cardinals’ front seven might be 
capable of playing with more authority. Right 
tackle Amara Koroma has progressed nicely, and 
Tom Kellar provides experience at nose tackle. 
Ball State needs more game-changing plays 
from rush end Cortlan Booker and linebacker 
Wendell Brown. The team suffered a blow when 
middle linebacker Brad Seiss tore knee liga- 
ments this spring; he could be out for the sea- 
son. The secondary is in flux, but cornerback 
Trey Buice made big strides at the end of last 
year, and strong safety Erik Keys is a good hitter 
with playmaking potential. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The team might have made the 
biggest improvement in the MAC on special 
teams in 2005, particularly on kick returns and 
in coverage, Kickoff returner Dante Love 
provides a spark, and punter Chris Miller led the 
MAC last season with a 43.8-yard average. 
BOTTOM LINE Ball State may take a step for- 
ward. If the line develops, the offense has the 
playmakers to give defenses fits. The Cardinals 
must make more plays on defense; they had 
only eight picks in 2005. —Doug Zaleski 


Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl 
WR 81 Louis Johnson 6-1 178 So, 
LT 79 Andre Ramsey 6-5 308 So. 
LG 76 Justin Schneider 6-5 295 Sr. 
C 52 Dan Gerberry 6-3 285 So, 
RG 50 Dustin Brown 63 301 Jr 
RT 71 Robert Brewster 6-5 320 So. 
TE 84 Michael Steinhaus 6-3 256 Sr. 
WR 2 Terry Moss 5-10 187 Sr. 
QB 9 Joey Lynch 6-2 193 Sr. 
RB 3 BJ. Hill 5-7 181 So. 
FB 38 Brad Salyer 5-1 242 Sr. 
K 20 Brian Jackson 5-7 183 Sr. 
KR 86 Dante Love 5-10 170 So. 
E 97 Riley Larimore 62 262 Sr. 
NT 92 Tom Kellar 63 303 Sr. 
RT 93 Amara Koroma 62 272 Jr. 
E 44 Cortlan Booker 62 244 Jr 
SLB 11 Wendell Brown 6-0 225 Jr. 
MLB 48 Martin Dunbar 61 220 Sr. 
WLB 49 Bryant Haines 6-5 226 So. 
CB 8 ~—sTrey Buice 510 168 So. 
SS 7 Erik Keys 5-10 210 Sr. 
FS 12 Trey Lewis ? 6-0 193 So. 
CB 29 Ricky Rakestraw 5-9 169 Sr. 
P 35 Chris Miller 6-2 212 So, 
PR 3 BJ. Hill 5-7 181 So. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 Eastern Michigan* 
Sept.9 Indiana 

Sept. 16 at Purdue 

Sept. 23 North Dakota State 
Sept. 30 Northern Illinois 
Oct.7 ~ at Buffalo 

Oct.14 at Central Michigan 
Oct. 21  @ Western Michigan 
Oct. 28 at Miami 

Nov.4 wat Michigan 
Nov.14 at Toledo** 

Nov. 24 Kent State* 
“Thursday **Tuesday “Friday 

B Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


CARDINALS 
DATA 

Stadium: Ball State (grass, 
22,500) 

Site: Muncie, Ind. 

Coach: Brady Hoke (10-24, 

3 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Stan Parrish (Ist year, 2nd at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 
Mark Smith (4th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 
Last league title won: 1996 
Last bowl appearance: 1996 
2005 record: 4-7, 4-4/5th MAC 
West 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 


Rushing: B.J. Hill 

(82 att., 420 yards, 2 TDs) 
Passing: Joey Lynch 
(198-314-7, 1,982 yards, 18 TDs) 
Receiving: Terry Moss 

(36 rec., 420 yards, 4 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at lowa L, 56-0 
Bowling Green _—L, 40-31 

at Auburn L, 63-3 

at Boston College L, 38-0 

at Western Michigan W, 60-57 (507) 
Toledo L, 34-14 

at Ohio L, 38-21 

at Northern Illinois W, 31-17 
Akron W, 23-17 

at Eastern Michigan W, 26-25 
Central Michigan L, 31-24 (OT) 


5. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


OFFENSE The Chippewas’ most visible battle is at quarterback. Brian Brunner has a 
slight edge because of his experience (he played in three games in 2005 and 
attempted three passes), but redshirt freshmen Dan LeFevour and Duane Brooks offer 
a better upside because of their athleticism. Receiver Jemmy Jasmin missed much of 
last year with a leg injury. Redshirt freshman receiver Bryan Anderson showed an 


ability to make plays in the spring. Joe Staley 
should be the rock of the line. Ontario Sneed 
moved into the starting tailback spot last year 
when two players ahead of him ran into legal 
troubles. He responded with a strong perform- 
ance (1,065 yards rushing, sixth in the MAC). 
DEFENSE End Daniel Bazuin is the most feared 
pass rusher in the MAC since Western Michigan's 
Jason Babin, an NFL first-round draft pick in 
2004. Bazuin finished No. 2 in the nation in 
sacks (16). The question is in the secondary, 
where both starting cornerbacks from last sea- 
son are gone. Pacino Horne, the starter last sea- 
son at free safety, and Josh Gordy are the 
favorites to claim starting jobs, Safety Curtis 
Cutts is a solid presence in the secondary. Isaac 
Brown's speed and athleticism and Thomas 
Keith's ability to make plays should make them 
one of the MAC's top duos at linebacker. 
SPECIAL TEAMS The team didn't distinguish 
itself last season in any special teams area, but 
the biggest need for improvement is in the 
kicking game. Rick Albreski made only. 10 of 19 
field-goal attempts. 

BOTTOM LINE Whomever wins the quarterback 
job will face a lot of pressure to perform. Fora 
first-time starter with little or no experience, 
that usually doesn't lead to success. Because of 
that, the Chippewas would do well to finish in 
the middle of the MAC West. —Doug Zaleski 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
aa 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt Cl, 
WR 88 Obed Cetoute 6-4 212 Jr. 
LT 73 Joe Staley 6-5 299 Sr. 
LG 60 Adam Benke 6-5 314 So. 
€ 78 Drew Mormino 6-4 301 Sr. 
RG 69 Eric Tunney 6-3 290 Jr. 
RT 74 Andrew Hartline 6-5 285 So. 
TE 45 Sam Williams 64 216 Fr. 
WR 2 Jemmy Jasmin 58 162 Jr 
WR 3 Damien Linson 5-11 184 Sr. 
QB 18 Brian Brunner 62 236 So, 
RB 34 Ontario Sneed 5-11 203 So. 
K 28s Rick Albreski 6-0 151 So, 
KR 2  Jemmy Jasmin 5-8 162 Jr. 
E 93 Daniel Bazuin 6-3 269 Sr. 
T 94 Steven Friend 6-2 284 Jr. 
NG 92 Ronnie Ekdahl 62 291 So. 
E 58 De'Onte Burnam 6-0 253 Jr. 
LB 6 Isaac Brown 5-11 204 Sr. 
LB 41 Thomas Keith 5-11 239 Jr. 
LB 46 Doug Kress 6-1 240 Sr. 
CB 7 ~~ Pacino Horne 5-11 191 Sr. 
FS 20 Calvin Hissong 6-4 198 Fr. 
SS 10 Curtis Cutts 60 210 Jr. 
CB 19 Josh Gordy Sl 189) Fr. 
P 35. Tony Mikulec 5-8 214 Jr. 
PR 2 Jemmy Jasmin 5-8 162 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 Boston College* 
Sept.9 Mat Michigan 

Sept. 16 Akron 

Sept. 23 at Eastern Michigan 
Sept. 30 at Kentucky 

Oct.7 at Toledo 

Oct.14  @ Ball State 

Oct.19 Bowling Green* 
Nov.4 at Temple 

Nov.10 4 Western Michigan* 
Nov.17 at Northern Illinois* 
Nov. 24 at Buffalo* 
*Thursday “Friday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 

« Best chance to pull an upset 


CHIPPEWAS 
DATA 

Stadium: Kelly/Shorts (artificial, 
30,199) 

Site: Mount Pleasant, Mich. 
Coach: Brian Kelly (10-12, 2 years; 
118-35-2 overall, 15 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Jeff Quinn (Ist year, 3rd at 
school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Joe Tresey (Ist year) 

Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last leaque title won: 1994 
Last bowl appearance: 1994 
2005 record: 6-5, 5-3/T3rd 
MAC West 


Rushing: Ontario Sneed 
(220 att., 1,065 yards, 8 TDs) 
Passing: Brian Brunner 


(3-3-0, 21 yards, 0 TDs) 
Receiving: Damien Linson 

(56 rec., 832 yards, 4 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
Indiana L, 20-13 

at Miami W, 38-37 

at Penn State L, 40-3 
Eastern Michigan L, 23-20 (0T) 
at Akron _ W, 31-17 

at Army W, 14-10 
Ohio W, 37-10 
Toledo W, 21-17 
Northern Illinois —L, 31-28 

at Western Michigan L, 31-24 

at Ball State W, 31-24 (OT) 


6. EASTERN MICHIGAN 


OFFENSE Eric Deslauriers was among the country's most productive receivers the past 
two seasons. The team hopes he can put up big numbers again with a new quarter- 
back. The heir apparent to replace Matt Bohnet at quarterback is Tyler Jones. A good 
runner, Jones must prove he is as good a passer as Bohnet was. The major question 
on offense is whether the Eagles can run the ball consistently well. That was a prob- 


lem last season, when they averaged only 123.2 
yards per game on the ground after losing their 
starting tailback, Pierre Walker, to an injury in 
the opener. The team has good size on the line. 
DEFENSE Eastern Michigan received good pro- 
duction along the line last season from end 
Kevin Howe and tackles Jason Jones and Josh 
Hunt, which helped the unit improve dramati- 
cally from 2004. The linebacking corps has tal- 
ent. The headliner is Daniel Holtzclaw, a fresh- 
man All-American last year. The loss of both 
starting safeties, including leading tackler 
Rontrell Woodruff, and a starting corner means 
the secondary will be a rebuilding project. 
Cornerback Duan Bracey will be counted on 
while others grow into their roles, 

SPECIAL TEAMS Andrew Wellock was among the 
top kickers in the nation the past two seasons 
and was a Lou Groza Award runner-up in '04. He 
also handled the punting duties in '05, but the 
Eagles will try redshirt freshman Zach Johnson 
there this season. Trumaine Riley is one of the 
top return men in the MAC. 

BOTTOM LINE The Eagles thought ‘05 was the 
year they would surge into the top tier of the 
MAC West. Instead, they finished 4-7 because of 
an inability to finish well. The Eagles must fig- 
ure out how to play better during crucial 
moments after losing four games by a combined 
seven points last season. —Doug Zaleski 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
Co ae | 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 19 Eric Desfauriers 6-5 205 Sr. 
{tT 75 Courtney Ford 6-5 302 Sr, 
LG 63 Khalid Walton 6-4 320 Jr. 
C 73 Desi Mayner 6-1 284 So. 
RG 74 Joe Charles 6-0 309 Jr 
RT 71 Chris Thomas 6-4 315 Jr 
TE 16 Ken Bohnet 65 245 Jr. 
WR 3 Travis Lewis 62 197 So. 
WR 17 John Bonner 6-2 204 So. 
QB 8 = Tyler Jones 61 218 So. 
RB 24 Dwayne Harrison 5-8 206 So, 
K 40 Andrew Wellock 5-11 182 Sr. 
KR 85 Trumaine Rile’ 5-8 164 Sr. 
E 88 Kevin Howe 6-3 240 Sr. 
T 91 Josh Hunt 6-5 264 Jr. 
T 83 Jason Jones 6-5 252 Jr. 
E 92 Eric Young 62 226 Jr 
WLB 9 = Cortland Selman 6-0 220 So, 
MLB 44 Daniel Holtzclaw 6-1 222 So. 
SLB 11 Darran Matthews 6-0 2 Jr. 
CB 4 Duan Bracey 5-6 160 Jr. 
FS 35 Chris May 510 191 Fr. 
SS 21 Jacob Wyatt S11 190 So. 
CB 23 Corey Reid 5-10 189 So. 
P 33 Zach Johnson 6-0 177 Fr. 
PR 85 Trumaine Riley 5°8 164 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 at Ball State* 
Sept.9 mat Michigan State 
Sept. 16 at Northwestern 
Sept. 23 @ Central Michigan 
Sept. 30 at La,-Lafayette 
Oct.14 at Bowling Green 
Oct.21 4 Toledo 

Oct.28 at Western Michigan 
Nov.4 Ohio 

Nov. 11 Navy 

Nov.18 — at Kent State 

Nov. 24 Northern Iilinois* 
“Thursday “Friday 

& Toughest game @ Must win 
Best chance to pull an upset 


EAGLES DATA 
Stadium: Rynearson (artificial, 
30,200) 

Site: Ypsilanti, Mich. 

Coach; Jeff Genyk (8-14, 

2 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Howard Feggins (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Jay Peterson (3rd year) 
Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 1987 
Last bowl appearance: 1987 
2005 record: 4-7, 3-5/6th MAC 
West 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Tyler Jones 

(67 att., 267 yards, 1 TD) 
Passing: Tyler Jones 
(41-65-1, 245 yards, 2 TDs) 
Receiving: Eric Deslauriers 
(75 rec., 874 yards, 8 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Cincinnati L, 28-26 
La.-Lafayette W, 31-10 

at Michigan L, 55-0 

at Central Michigan W, 23-20 (0T) 


Kent State W, 27-20 
at Toledo L, 30-3 
at Northern Illinois L, 24-8 
Miami L, 24-23 


Western Michigan L, 44-36 
Ball State L, 26-25 
at Buffalo W, 38-14 
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By Jerr WILSON, 
Fort WortH 
STAR-TELEGRAM 


SCOUTIN 


Ragin’ Cajuns 
are the league's 
ray of hope 


The Sun Belt suffered a 
decline in 2005. Perhaps it 
was parity, given that three 
teams shared the title. But 
in the end, Arkansas State, 
Lovisiana-Lafayette and 
Louisiana-Monroe were the 
only teams with winning 
conference records. 

What's it mean? Of the 11 
Division !-A conferences, 
there's little doubt the Sun 
Belt ranks last—by a lot. 

More proof of the Sun 
Belt's woes: The league 
played 27 nonconference 
games against Division |-A 
teams last season—and lost 
26. The win? Middle 
Tennessee over Vanderbilt, 
which cost the Commodores 
a bowl. 

But a new year offers hope. 
Lovisiana-Lafayette appears 
to be the class of the league. 
North Texas and Troy 
should rebound, and Middle 
Tennessee likely will break 
through with new coach Rick 


second- and third-leading 
tacklers from last season. 


Most underrated player 


Eugene Gross, RB, 


Biggest shoes to fill 
Steven Jyles, QB, 
Louisiana-Monroe. The 2005 
Sun Belt Player of the Year is 
the league's career leader in 


3 
; 


Presley should get the first 
shot to take over. 

Johnny Faulk, CB, Troy. 
Not only could the four-year 
starter cover, Faulk also 
excelled on special teams. 
Look for Leodis McKelvin to 
step in. 


Newcomers to watch 

Omar Haugabook, QB, 
Troy. The junior college 
transfer is a good fit for new 
coordinator Tony Franklin's 
wide-open scheme. 

Chris Bradwell, DE, Troy. 
The junior college transfer 
played as a freshman at 
Florida State but was kicked 
off the team after he was 
arrested on a drug charge. 
There's no doubting his talent. 
He just needs to avoid trouble. 


Best coach 

Darrell Dickey, North 
Texas. The four-time Sun Belt 
Coach of the Year exhibited 
more patience than some 
fans preferred during last 
year's 2-9 effort. But last 
year's young team will benefit 
this year because Dickey 
stuck to his guns. 


PATRICK DENNISS / AP / WIDE WORLD PHOTOS 


Stockstill and a veteran roster. Middle Tennessee. He has total yardage, Likely replace- Best staff 
run for 2,553 career yards. ment Kinsmon Lancaster Arkansas State. Steve 
= é Ascending Not bad for a back ina threw 24 passes last year. Roberts’ staff has remained 
- -& Florida International. The throw-first offense. The Jeff Littlejohn, DT, Middle mostly intact since arriving 
Es Golden Panthers enjoyed running game will be Tennessee. The 2005 Sun in January 2002. The result: 
: = success in their Division I-A emphasized this Belt Defensive Player of the a New Orleans Bowl berth 
2 debut. With construction of season, so expect Gross to Year created havoc and drew last year. But breaking in a 
3 anew stadium under way, boost those numbers. double-teams. Jonathan new quarterback and running 
te fertile recruiting ground and 
SBE 2 heady coach in Don Strock, Player who must step up UNIT RANKINGS 
Yosh Padrick FIU has the foundation Jamario Thomas, RB, S OFFENSE DEFENSE Special 
a to become a perennial North Texas. The nation's top proce FINS} Backfield WRs Line Overall Line LBs DBs Overall teams Coaches 
contender. rusher in 2004, Thomas 
endured a sophomore slump. —_1. Louisiana-Lafayette US ae) a 
Descending It partly was because of 2. North Texas a a e+  D 
Louisiana-Monroe. The Patrick Cobbs’ effectiveness  ->-Middle Tennessee Sei Rae eee 
program lost its best player— but also because of nagging a Sae____ : : : : i : i " : = : ; : 
quarterback Steven Jyles— injuries. Thomas needs to fimininel 3 18 a 75 1.4. 
’ along with the top receiver, play with pain to help North => uiciana-Monroe 6 8.2.08 8 8. 28m 6 7 
Johnny Quinn defensive line and the Texas get back on top. '8. Florida Atlantic | ae eS: 
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Pos.Name, school Ht. Wt. CL. 

C 0 NV, FF R F i Ni C; ia WR Chandler Williams, Fla. International 5-11 190 Sr. 

WR Johnny Quinn, North Texas 6-0 199 Sr. 

TE Samuel Smith, Fla. International 63 248 Sr. 

T Kyle Cunningham, La.-Monroe 6-4 285 Jr. 

T Jesse Newman, La.-Lafayette 6-4 305 Jr. 

back could make 2006 tough. North Texas at Lovisiana- could come early and often, as : pala . a aciure a8 - sl S 
Lafayette, Nov. 11. A show- Sun Belt teams have dates at aren eakies: Ariaesas State 61-279. Sr. 

Coach on the hot seat down between what should be places such as Texas (North 0B Josh Padrick, Fla. International 6-3 207 Sr. 
Darrell Dickey, North the league's best teams. Texas), Oklahoma (Middle RB Eugene Gross, Middle Tennessee 5-9 208 Sr. 


Texas. Yes, it's true: The 
league's best coach is under 


fire. Dickey needs to restore Louisiana-Lafayette. The State), Miami (Florida : icebaplnatler ppelesttr 2 a : 
discipline among players and Ragin’ Cajuns look solid, but International) and LSU T Ricky Williams, La.-Monroe 62 275 Jr 
demand better recruiting from don't count out North Texas. (Lovisiana-Lafayette). ... T  Jervonte Jackson, Florida Atlantic 6-3 280 So. 
his staff Because of an NCAA mandate, LB Keyonvis Boule, Fla. International 6-0 225 Sr. 

Best bets Louisiana-Monroe changed its LB J.K. Sabb, Middle Tennessee 5-11 230 Sr. 


Games to watch 
Middle Tennessee at North 


Bow! bound 


Everyone will hail the 
arrival of instant replay. The 


Tennessee), Florida State 
(Troy), Auburn (Arkansas 


nickname from Indians to 
Warhawks. Arkansas State, 


ALL-SUN BELT 


RB ue as ee 5-10 185 So, 


225 
6-0 185 


LB Maurice Holman, North Texas 6-1 
CB Chaz Williams, La.-Monroe 


Jr. 
Jr. 


j 5 CB Bradley Robinson, Middle Tennessee 5-10 170 Jr. 
Texas, Sept. 30. The Mean Sun Belt was one of only two also nicknamed the Indians, S Kevin Payne, La.-Monroe 61 212 Sr 
Green never has lost to the conferences that didn't use it doesn't plan a change until Tyrell Johnson, Arkansas State 61 197 Jr. 
Blue Raiders. Is it time? in 2005. ... The beatings told otherwise. TSN 
K — Greg Whibbs, Troy 5-10 166 Jr. 
P Colby Smith, Middle Tennessee 5-9 181 Sr. 
; = | aS KR Leodis McKelvin, ae 5-1 187 Jr. 
; — ‘Higl* | = | Offense: Eugene Gross, RB, Middle Tennessee 
RANKING THE TEAMS S Defense: Tyrell Johnson, SS, Arkansas State 
1, Troy. This haul was highlighted by DE Alex Carrington is ready to play. © LB Michael Offense: Omar Haugabook, OB, Troy 
Chris Bradwell, the nation’s No. 3 QB Corey Leonard fills a need. Dominguez are Defense: Chris Bradwell, E, Troy 
junior college defensive end. Junior LB Kurt Delt is worth watching. headliners. 
college QB Omar Haugabook is 4, Louisiana-Lafayetté. Ten linemen, 6. Louisiana-Monroe. 
expected to start. including junior college standouts Doug Stroud has the potential tobe —_ intangibles to be big-time. OL Trent 


2. Florida Atlantic. This is a 
promising class headed by lineback- 
ers and quarterbacks. Plus, several 
big linemen were added. WR Avery 
Holley looks good. 

3. Arkansas State. The staff lost 
QB Daniel Stegall to Miami late. 


DT Korey Raymond and C Junior 
Ramos, highlight the class. Some 
solid quarterbacks were signed. 

5. Florida International. Needs on 
both lines were addressed, and solid 
running backs prospects were 
added. OL Javon Hill and 


a stalwart on the offensive line in 
coming years. Junior college recruit 
Kendall Mouton immediately 
bolsters a thin defensive line. 

7. North Texas. Three junior college 
pickups should have an instant 
impact. QB Woody Wilson has the 


RETURNING LEADER 


Stanley is a building block. 

8. Middle Tennessee. Scholarship 
limitations prevented new coach Rick 
Stockstill from signing a stellar class 
in his first year. RB Phillip Tanner 
could help right away. ~JC Shurburtt 
and John Talman, Rivals.com 


RUSHING Player, school, class G Att. Yds. Avg. Long TD YPG NCAArk. 
1. Tyrell Fenroy, La.-Lafayette, So. i] 179 ~—-1,053 59 60 12 95.7 7 

2. Eugene Gross, Middle Tennessee, Sr. nN 182 724 4.0 20 3 65.8 84 

3. Calvin Dawson, La.-Monroe, Jr. a] 135 666 49 29 7 60.5 = 

4, Michael Desormeaux, La.-Lafayette, So. 9 87 487 5.6 50 3 541 = 

5. Charles Pierre, Florida Atlantic, So. ti 145 517 3.6 28 3 47.0 = 
PASSING Player, school, class G Comp Att. Pct. Int. Yds. Yds./att. TD Rating NCAArk. 
1. Clint Marks, Middle Tennessee, Sr. Tl «197 298 661 7 2,083 7.0 8 129.0 52 

2. Josh Padrick, Florida International, Sr. 1 221 366 604 wt 2,461 67 13 122.6 = 

3. Carl Meadows, Troy, Sr. 8 80 169 47.3 10 974 5.8 6 95.6 = 

4, Daniel Meager, North Texas, So. 1 1 202 «4500 8 941 41 4 877 = 
RECEIVING Player, school, class G Rec. Yds, Long TD RPG YPR YPG NCAA rk. 
1. Chandler Williams, Florida International, Sr. 11 61-870 58 2 55 14.3 79.1 = 

2. Johnny Quinn, North Texas, Sr. tl 41 591 42 5 43 12.6 53.7 = 

3. Smokey Hampton, Troy, Sr. i] 39582 51 2 3.5 14.9 52.9 = 

4. Levi Dejohnette, Arkansas State, Jr. 2 43 554 55 1 3.6 12.9 46.2 > 

5. Samuel Smith, Florida International, Sr. 9 Spl sls: 30 1 3.9 8.6 33.6 = 
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SUN BELT 


SCOUTING REPORTS BY JEFF Witson, Fort Worth Star-TELEGRAM 


1. LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 


OFFENSE Louisiana-Lafayette shook up the Sun Belt last season with its zone-read 
offense. The Ragin’ Cajuns went from running for 1,680 yards and 12 touchdowns in 
2004 to gaining a school-record 2,797 yards and scoring 34 TDs on the ground in 
2005. The change resulted in a co-league championship and conference highs in 
nine offensive categories. Starting quarterback Jerry Babb and backup Michael 


Desormeaux, who filled in when Babb was 
injured last season, return. A quarterback rota- 
tion is possible. They'll both hand off to Tyrell 
Fenroy, who ran for 1,053 yards last season and 
will benefit from a stout line. The passing game 
is the big question. The Ragin’ Cajuns threw only 
three touchdown passes last season. 

DEFENSE The defense lacks star power but 
should be one of the league's best. End Tony 
Hills leads a unit that was third in the Sun Belt 
in yards allowed last year. Hills could use more 
help up front. Tackles Marshall Delesdernier, Joe 
Bradley and Travis Ferguson had only 36 tackles 
combined in 2005. Linebackers Mark Risher and 
Brenton Burkhalter had 112 tackles and five 
sacks combined, and Michael Adams will be a 
three-year starter at cornerback. 

SPECIAL TEAMS The Ragin’ Cajuns blocked 
seven kicks last season and have 23 in four sea- 
sons under coach Rickey Bustle, who came to 
Lafayette after serving on special teams guru 
Frank Beamer’s staff at Virginia Tech. Brit 
Framel was the punter and backup kicker last 
season and could start in both spots this year. 
BOTTOM LINE The Ragin’ Cajuns are the team to 
beat. Lovisiana-Lafayette will have to throw 
more as defenses have had an offseason to pre- 
pare for the zone-read. The schedule includes 
league contenders Middle Tennessee, North 
Texas and Arkansas State at home. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
PRESS SPT 


Pos. No. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 18 Derrick Smith 61 185 So. 
lf 67 Jesse Newman 6-4 305 Jr. 
LG 74 Tim Falter 6-4 310 So. 
C 58 Junior Ramos 63 295 Jr. 
RG 56 Will Chance 6°31 295.0 Ur 
RT 72 Brandon Cox 6-7 330 Sr. 
TE 88 Erik Jones 6-4 235 So. 
WR 5 Jason Chery 5-11. 180 So. 
QB 15 Jerry Babb 6-3 218 Sr. 
RB 25 Chester Johnson 510 205 Sr. 
RB 32 Tyrell Fenroy 5-10 185 So. 
K 48 Drew Edmiston 6-4 195 So. 
KR 18 Derrick Smith 6-1 185 So. 
E 91 Tony Hills 6-4 240 Sr, 
T 94 Korey Raymond 6-4 290 Jr 
T 65 Marshall Delesdernier 6-0 276 Sr. 
E 90 Rodney Hardeway 63 230 Jr. 
LB 4 ~~ Mark Risher 6-1 230 Jr. 
{8 43 Brenton Burkhalter 6-0 230 So. 
LB 52 Tre’ Green 5-1 215 Sr. 
CB 26 Kyle Ward 6-2 188 Jr. 
SS 23 Johnny Felders 5-11 190 Sr. 
FS 8 Lamar Morgan 62 210 Jr. 
CB 2 Michael Adams 5-8 170 Sr. 
P 17 «Brit Framel 6-1 185 Sr. 
PR 2 Michael Adams 5-8 170 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 mat LSU 

Sept.9 at Texas A&M 

Sept. 16 McNeese State 
Sept. 30 Eastern Michigan 
Oct.7 A at Houston 

Oct. 18 at Florida Atlantic* 
Oct.28 Middle Tennessee 
Nov.4 at Troy 

Nov. 11 @ North Texas 
Nov.18 at Fla. International 
Nov. 25 Arkansas State 
Dec.2 —_La.-Monroe 
"Wednesday 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 


© Best chance to pull an upset 


RAGIN’ 
CAJUNS DATA 
Stadium: Cajun Field (grass, 
31,000) 

Site: Lafayette, La. 

Coach; Rickey Bustle (17-29, 
4 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Rob Christophel (5th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Brent Pry (5th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: 2005 
(tie) 

Last bowl appearance: 1970 
2005 record: 6-5, 5-2/Tist 
Sun Belt 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Tyrell Fenroy 

(179 att., 1,053 yards, 12 TDs) 
Passing; Jerry Babb 
(74-119-3, 859 yards, 3 TDs) 
Receiving: Derrick Smith 
(22 rec., 250 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Texas L, 60-3 

at Eastern Michigan L, 31-10 
Northwestern State W, 49-28 
UCF L, 24-21 
Florida Atlantic — L, 28-10 

at Arkansas State L, 39-36 

at Middle Tennessee W, 13-10 
Troy W, 31-28 (OT) 
at North Texas —W, 31-28 
Fla. International W, 28-7 

at La.-Monroe W, 54-21 


2. NORTH TEXAS 


OFFENSE The Mean Green painfully learned that a backfield of the past two national 
rushing champions won't do squat without an effective quarterback. Quarterbacks 
Daniel Meager and Matt Phillips completed fewer than 50 percent of their passes 
and combined for only 1,422 yards last year. Both will be pushed by fleet-footed jun- 
ior college transfer Woody Wilson. Running back isn't as sure as it might seem. 


Jamario Thomas, the 2004 NCAA rushing leader 
as a freshman, needs to get in shape and play 
with nicks—unlike last season when he shared 
time with Patrick Cobbs. 

DEFENSE A new coordinator, Fred Bleil, steps in 
a season after North Texas allowed 2,430 rush- 
ing yards, the most since coach Darrell Dickey 
took over in 1998. Bleil returns after eight sea- 
sons at San Diego State and brings a 3-4 
approach that feeds the strength of this unit, 
linebacker. Maurice Holman played well last 
year, and Phillip Graves is a ball of energy. 
Safety Aaron Weathers is the only proven player 
in a young secondary. Up front, end Jeremiah 
Chapman had offseason foot surgery but should 
return as the top’ pass-rushing lineman. 
SPECIAL TEAMS North Texas’ all-time leading 
scorer, kicker Nick Bazaldua, finished his career, 
so Denis Hopovac gets the first shot at the job. 
North Texas had problems last season on kick 
protection and must fix that. Punter Truman 
Spencer put 16 kicks inside the 20 during his 
freshman season. Johnny Quinn is one of the 
top return men in the conference. 

BOTTOM LINE There should be no repeat of a 
2-9 season, The offense should be improved 
with a quarterback who likely will be more 
effective. The defense might have a few rough 
games, but expect the team to return to the top 
half of the league's standings. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
ie SOS 


Pos. No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 81 Johnny Quinn 6-0 199 Sr. 
LT 60 Jeremy Brown 6-5, 299) Jr 
LG 74 Adam Venegas 63 305 Jr. 
C 67 Chad Rose 6-3 285 So. 
RG 66 Dylan Lineberry 6-3 310 Sr. 
RT 72 Joel Foster 6-4 268 Sr. 
TE 99 Robert Harmon 6-4 265 Sr. 
WR 3 Zach Muzzy 5-10 175 Sr. 
OB 7 Daniel Meager 6-1 180 So. 
RB 20 Jamario Thomas 5 195 Jr. 
FB 37 James Mitchell 5-9 192 Sr. 
K 32 Denis Hopovac 5-10 181 Sr, 
KR 3 = Zach Muzz 510 175 Sr 
—E 90 Jeremiah Chapman 6-4 245 Jr. 
T 56 Sky Pruitt 6-2 295 Sr. 
E 79 Montey Stevenson 62 267 Jr 
LB 4 Brandon Monroe 62 220 Jr 
LB 41 Maurice Holman 6-1 225 Jr 
LB 36 Phillip Graves 62 2i Sr, 
Ban 9 — Eddrick Gilmore 65 250 So. 
CB 2 Dominique Green 5-1 175 So. 
SS 38 Aaron Weathers 5-11 198 Jr. 
FS 16 Steve Warren 6-1 190 So. 
CB 39 Desmond Chatman 62 190 Fr. 
P 25 Truman Spencer 6-3 200 So, 
PR 81 Johnny Quinn 6-0 199 Sr, 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Mat Texas 
Sept.9 A SMU 

Sept. 16 at Tulsa 

Sept. 23 at Akron 

Sept. 30 @ Middle Tennessee 
Oct.7 ‘Fla. International 
Oct. 21 at Arkansas State 
Oct. 28 at Troy 

Nov.4 — Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 11 at La.-Lafayette 
Nov.18 Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 25 at La.-Monroe 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


MEAN GREEN 
DATA 
Stadium: Fouts Field (artificial, 
30,500) 

Site; Denton, Texas 

Coach: Darrell Dickey (39-55, 
8 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 
Ramon Flanigan (5th year, 
8th at school) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Fred Bleil (ist year, 3rd at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last leaque title won: 2004 
Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 2-9, 2-5/T7th 
Sun Belt 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Jamario Thomas 
(89 att., 361 yards, 0 TD) 
Passing: Daniel Meager 
(101-202-8, 941 yards, 4 TDs) 
Receiving: Johnny Quinn 
(47 rec., 591 yards, 5 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Middle Tennessee W, 14-7 
Tulsa L, 54-2 
at Kansas State L, 54-7 
Troy L, 13-10 
at Fla. International W, 13-10 
at Louisiana Tech L, 40-14 
at LSU L, 56-3 
La,-Lafayette L, 31-28 
at Florida Atlantic L, 26-23 
La.-Monroe L, 24-19 
Arkansas State —L, 31-24 


3. MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


OFFENSE New coach Rick Stockstill comes in after serving as an assistant to Steve 
Spurrier at South Carolina and Tommy Bowden at Clemson, so don't expect the Blue 
Raiders to switch to the wishbone. Middle Tennessee will remain multiple in its sets 
and take advantage of the experience of quarterback Clint Marks. But the running 
game will be featured more, so expect a breakout year for Eugene Gross. He was 


impressive in the spring and had a 158-yard, 
two-touchdown performance in the spring game. 
He'll get help from an experienced line and 
should have a big season. 

DEFENSE The Sun Belt’s top scoring and rushing 
defense in 2005 returns only four starters, and 
the Blue Raiders have a huge hole to fill up 
front. Jeff Littlejohn, the league's defensive 
player of the year, and tackle Quinton Staton are 
gone. Middle Tennessee will attack with ends 
Erik Walden and Sean Mosley. Their success 
might hinge on the development of tackles 
Trevor Jenkins, Jonathan Presley and Brandon 
Perry. J.K. Sabb is veteran hand at linebacker. 
Bradley Robinson and Jonathan Harris lead the 
secondary as the only returning starters. 
SPECIAL TEAMS The leg of Colby Smith will 
handle punting and kicking duties for the third 
consecutive season. His accuracy went south on 
field-goal tries last season, as he hit only 7 of 16 
attempts one season after nailing 15-of-17. The 
concern is finding a deep snapper to replace 
four-year starter John Crawford. 

BOTTOM LINE Senior leaders Gross and Marks 
will guide an offense that could be the best in 
the Sun Belt. An unfriendly road schedule 
awaits, with games at North Texas, Lovisiana- 
Lafayette and Arkansas State—and nonconfer- 
ence nightmares at Maryland, Oklahoma and 
South Carolina. Also, Louisville visits. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
POE SS a SE 


Pos. No, Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 4 Pierre Ingram 64 212 Sr. 
{tT 54 Franklin Dunbar 6-5 354 So, 
LG 79 Brandon Nix 64 286 Jr. 
C€ 50 Paul Cantrell 64 313 Sr 
RG 61 Cade Becher 63 300 Sr. 
RT 73  Germayle Franklin 6-4 316 Sr. 
TE 80 Clinton Corder 63 240 Jr. 
WR 13 Taron Henry 60 190 Jr. 
WR 83 Jonathan Grigsby 5-9 7 Jr. 
QB 17 Clint Marks 6-2 203 Sr. 
RB 20 Eugene Gross 5-9 208 Sr. 
K 46 Colby Smith 5-9 181 Sr. 
KR 13 Taron Heni 6-0 190 Jr. 
‘E 43 Erik Walden 6-2 238 Jr. 
NG 97 Trevor Jenkins 62 270 So. 
T 95 Jonathan Presley 6-4 240 So. 
E 45 Sean Mosley 63 250 So. 
SLB 39 Marcus Brandon 5-11 216 Sr. 
MLB 11 Chance Dunleavy 62 238 Sr. 
WLB 1 - Justin Rainey 5-10 215 Sr. 
CB 24 Bradley Robinson 5-10 170 Jr. 
SS 5 Damon Nickson 6-0 17 Jr. 
FS 8 Jonathan Harris 5-10 207 Jr. 
CB 6 = Roy Polite 61 188 Jr. 
P 46 Colby Smith 5-9 181 Sr. 
PR 24 Bradley Robinson 5-10 170 Jr. 


2 


‘urning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 ‘Fila. International* 
Sept.9 at Maryland 

Sept. 14 Tennessee Tech* 
Sept. 23 mat Oklahoma 
Sept. 30 at North Texas 
Oct.6 — Louisville* 

Oct. 21 at La.-Monroe 
Oct.28 «at La.-Lafayette 
Nov.4 Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 11 at Arkansas State 
Nov.18 at South Carolina 
Nov.25  @Troy 
"Thursday “Friday at Nashville 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


BLUE RAIDERS 
DATA 


Stadium: Floyd (artificial, 
30,788) 

Site: Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Coach: Rick Stockstill (ist year) 
Offensive coordinator: 

G.A. Mangus (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Manny Diaz (ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: Multiple 4-3 
Last league title won; 2001 
(tie) 

Last bowl appearance: 1964 
2005 record: 4-7, 3-4/T4th 
Sun Belt 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: Eugene Gross 

(182 att., 724 yards., 13 TDs) 
Passing: Clint Marks 
(197-298-7, 2,083 yards, 8 TDs) 


Receiving: Eugene Gross 
(33 rec., 277 yards, 1 TD) 
2005 RESULTS 
at Alabama L, 26-7 
North Texas L, 14-7 
Akron L, 17-7 
at Vanderbilt W, 17-15 
at Florida Atlantic W, 35-14 
La.-Lafayette L, 13-10 
Arkansas State  W, 45-7 
La.-Monroe L, 34-31 
at N.C. State L, 24-3 
at Troy W, 17-7 


at Fla. International L, 35-31 


SUN BELT 


4. ARKANSAS STATE 


OFFENSE Quarterback Nick Noce and running backs Antonio Warren and Shermar 

Bracey are gone after helping the Indians get to the first bowl game in school histo- 
ry. Travis Hewitt, who had eight pass attempts as a backup in his true freshman sea- 
son, will battle redshirt freshman Corey Leonard for the starting job, and the winner 
will be inexperienced. The injury bug rolled through the running backs during spring 


drills and left redshirt freshman Reggie Arnold 
to carry the load early. Chris Easley and Chris 
James will be in the mix in the fall. Levi 
Dejohnette leads a deep group of receivers, and 
the line is anchored by center Tanner Jenkins. 
DEFENSE The league's best defense will have to 
hold things together while the offense matures, 
but injuries to linemen were a problem during 
the spring. Zelos Abby, Brian Flagg, Jon Najm 
and Tyler McNeely all missed time, and each is 
expected to contribute in the 4-3 scheme. 
Linebacker is the strength, with Devrett Wade, 
Koby McKinnon and Josh Williams, a freshman 
All-American in 2004 who has returned after 
being kicked off the team last season. The sec- 
ondary is solid, too, with tackling machine Tyrell 
Johnson and Khayyam Burns giving the Indians 
the top safety combo in the league. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Ryan Hoormann, one of two play- 
ers challenging for the kicking job, missed much of 
the spring with a broken foot. Brett Shrable, who 
has played linebacker and fullback, is the punter. 
Johnson is strong and will return kicks along with 
speedy Darren Toney. 

BOTTOM LINE The Indians’ 2005 league 
championship—the team’s first since 1986—was 
a nice surprise. But don't expect another title 
this year unless the defense goes from good to 
dominant. Still, coach Steve Roberts has built 
the foundation for years to come. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
SHEET SF aC Tas 


Pos, No. Name Ht Wt Cl. 
WR 9 Levi Dejohnette 6-0 175 Jr. 
tT 63 Matt Mandich 6-3 282 So. 
LG 78 Shawn Shoemake 63 319 So. 
€ 69 Tanner Jenkins 6-4 279 Sr. 
RG 58 Matt Reibe 63 300 Jr. 
RT 70 Dale Maas 65 288 Sr. 
TE 85 David Johnson 62 268 So. 
WR 84 Kevin Jones 5-10 169 So. 
QB 17 Travis Hewitt 61 210 So. 
RB 25 Reggie Arnold 5-9 2i7 Fr. 
FB 47 = Oren O'Neal 6-0 244 Sr. 
K 14 Ryan Hoormann 5-10 222 Fr. 
KR 16 Tyrell Johnson 61 197 Jr. 
E 44 Brian Flagg 6-2 243 Jr. 
NT 79 Prince Hickman 61 289 Jr. 
T 43 Jamarrow James 6-2 275 Jr. 
E— 94 Brandon Rollins 65 257 Jr. 
SLB 37 Koby McKinnon 6-3 215 So. 
MLB 48 Ben Owens 6-2 223 So. 
WLB 32 Devrett Wade 6-0 231 Sr. 
CB 46 Dominique Williams 510 172 So. 
FS 21 Khayyam Burns 6-0 184 Jr. 
SS 16 Tyrell Johnson 6-1 197 Jr. 
CB 33 Darren Toney 5-1 185 Sr. 
P 13 Brett Shrable 62 226 So. 
PR 3 Gary Vincent 5-9 169 Sr 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


‘Sept. 30 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Army 

Sept.9 Oklahoma State* 
Sept. 23 at SMU 

@ Fla. International 
La.-Monroe 

at Memphis 

North Texas 

at Florida Atlantic 
Mat Auburn 

A Middle Tennessee 
at Troy 

at La.-Lafayette 


Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 25 


_ tat Little Rock, Ark. 


B® Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


INDIANS DATA 
Stadium: Indian (artificial, 
30,406) 

Site: Jonesboro, Ark. 

Coach: Steve Roberts (20-28, 

4 years; 69-61-1 overall, 12 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Doug Ruse (5th year) 
Defensive coordinators: 

Kevin Corless (5th year); 

Jack Curtis (5th year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2005 (tie) 
Last year not in a bowl: 2004 
2005 record: 6-6, 5-2/Tist 

Sun Belt 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing; Chris Easley 
(23 att., 187 yds., 1 TD) 
Passing: Travis Hewitt 
(3-8-0, 50 yds., 1 TD) 


Receiving: Levi Dejohnette 
(43 rec., 554 yds., 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
Missouri L, 44-17 
Tennessee-Martin W, 56-7 
at Oklahoma State L, 20-10 


Fla. International W, 66-24 
at La.-Monroe L, 31-27 
La.-Lafayette W, 39-36 
Florida Atlantic — W, 3-0 (OT) 
at Middle Tennessee L, 45-7 
Troy W, 9-3 

at Army L, 38-10 

at North Texas —W, 31-24 
Southern Miss* —L, 31-19 
*New Orleans Bowl 


71 


SUN BELT 


5 
5 TROY 


OFFENSE Perhaps the biggest addition to any Sun Belt staff is former Kentucky coor- 
dinator Tony Franklin. He takes over an offense that was mostly inept the past two 
seasons. He brings in a wide-open attack that will be directed by quarterback Omar 
Haugabook, a junior college transfer who threw for almost 5,000 yards in two sea- 
sons at Dodge City (Kan.) Community College. More will be demanded from a receiv- 


ing corps that hasn't had a player catch 50 pass- 
es since 2001. The top returning receiver, 
Smokey Hampton, had only 39 receptions in 
2005. Kenny Cattouse has the inside track at 
tailback, but the player with the best hands may 
get the most playing time in the new offense. 
DEFENSE Known for its defense, Troy faces a 
rebuilding year. Only five starters return from 
the Sun Belt's top unit in 2005, and three of the 
likely starters saw no or limited action in spring 
drills. End Kenny Mainor starred, though, notch- 
ing three sacks in the second spring scrimmage. 
Coach Larry Blakeney signed 17 defenders in a 
23-man recruiting class, and six of them are jun- 
ior college transfers who could play immediate- 
ly. Expect big things from former Florida State 
end Chris Bradwell and former junior college 
tackle Marcus Pittman. Free safety Sherrod 
Martin returns to a secondary that must replace 
four-year starter Johnny Faulk. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Leodis McKelvin's broken leg 
was feeling better as spring wound down, and 
the Sun Belt's top return man should be a go in 
the fall. Greg Whibbs had a good spring and is the 
league's top returning kicker. He also might punt, 
which is an area of big concern. 

BOTTOM LINE Haugabook was dazzling in the 
spring and is ahead of the rest of the offense. The 
defense needs the cast of junior college transfers 
to be impact players from Day 1. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
Rates: See ae 


Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 5 Smokey Hampton 6-1 175 Sr. 
WR 4 © Toris Rutledge 62 199 Sr. 
{1 79 Rob Austin 6-5 267 Sr. 
LG 65 Chris Jamison 63 285 So. 
C 63 Zach Yenser 6-1 280 Sr. 
RG 71 Kirbie Bodiford 6-4 287 Sr. 
RT 68 Will Chambliss 6-6 292 So. 
WR 17 Gary Banks 61 196 Jr. 
WR 80 Josh Allen 5-1 192) Jr. 
QB 16 Omar Haugabook 62 220 Jr. 
FB 36 Anthony Jones 62 198 So. 
K 40 Greg Whibbs 5-10 166 Jr. 
KR 8 — Elbert Mack 510 168 Jr. 
— 51 Kenny Mainor 6-4 216 So. 
T 92 Steve McLendon 6-4 280 Jr. 
T 74 Franklin Lloyd 6-0 283 Sr. 
E 58 Shawn Todd 63 245 Jr. 
SLB 26 Marcus Richardson 6-3 245 Jr. 
MLB 56 Joe Baker 6-0 210 Fr. 
WLB 39 Josh Maxwell 6-0 204 Jr. 
CB 34 Leodis McKelvin 5 187 Jr. 
FS 6 Sherrod Martin 6-1 187 Jr. 
SS 28 Brannon Condren 6-1 205 Sr. 
CB 32 Henry Chubb 5-1 185 So. 
P 49 Jason Wright 6-0 217 Sr. 
PR 34 Leodis McKelvin 5-11 187 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 
Sept.2 Alabama State 
Sept.9 mat Florida State 
Sept.16 at Georgia Tech 
Sept. 23 at Nebraska 

Sept. 30 at UAB 

Oct.14 —_La.-Monroe 

Oct.28 A North Texas 
Nov.4 —_La.-Lafayette 

Nov. 11 at Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 18  @ Arkansas State 
Nov. 25 at Middle Tennessee 
Dec.2 _ at Fla. International 
B Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


TROJANS DATA 
Stadium: Movie Gallery 
(artificial, 30,000) 

Site: Troy, Ala. 

Coach: Larry Blakeney (119-60-1, 
15 years) 

Offensive coordinator: 

Tony Franklin (ist year) 
Co-Defensive coordinators: 
Jeremy Rowell (2nd year, 10th 
at school); Mike Pelton (1st year, 
Tth at school) 

Offensive scheme: Spread 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: 2000 
(Southland, I-AA) 

Last bowl appearance: 2004 
2005 record: 4-7, 3-4/T4th 

Sun Belt 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Kenny Cattouse 
(89 att., 314 yards, 4 TDs) 
Passing: Carl Meadows 
(80-169-10, 974 yards, 6 TDs) 
Receiving: Smokey Hampton 
(39 rec., 582 yards, 2 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
Cal Poly W, 27-10 
UAB L, 27-7 

at Missouri L, 52-21 

at South Carolina L, 45-20 

at North Texas W, 13-10 

at La.-Monroe L, 27-3 

Fla. International W, 18-13 

at La.-Lafayette — L, 31-28 (OT) 
Florida Atlantic  W, 28-14 

at Arkansas State L, 9-3 
Middle Tennessee L, 17-7 


6. FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 


OFFENSE A unit that led Florida International to victories in four of its final five 
games has its top weapons back for the Golden Panthers’ second year in Division I-A. 
Quarterback Josh Padrick, receiver Chandler Williams and tight end Samuel Smith 
likely will be in line for all-conference honors. The three seniors need help from an 
line that returns only one starter, right guard Ronny Silva. He could be joined at 


guard by Jeff Eugene, the lone junior college 
transfer among coach Don Strock’s 23 recruits. 
An encouraging sign of the line's progress came 
in the first spring scrimmage: The running game 
averaged 7.8 yards on 36 carries and scored on 
two long runs. 

DEFENSE The Golden Panthers’ defense strug- 
gled in the spring game under new coordinator 
Kevin Fouquier. He came over after being part of 
Andy McCollum’s dismissed staff at Middle 
Tennessee. The Blue Raiders, though, led the 
league in rush defense under Fouquier. Six 
starters are gone from last year's 5-6 team, but 
two of the unit’s best return. Middle linebacker 
Keyonvis Bouie was named all-conference after 
racking up a team-high 118 tackles, 11 tackles 
for loss, two sacks and a team-best three inter- 
ceptions. Left end Antwan Barnes returns as the 
primary pass rusher. He had 11 sacks in 2005. 
The secondary is bolstered by three veteran 
hands: cornerbacks Lionell Singleton and Zach 
Davis and strong safety Chris Smith. 

SPECIAL TEAMS True freshman Chris Cook could 
push redshirt freshman Dustin Rivest at punter 
and compete with Chris Patullo and John Paul 
Freitas, another true freshman, at kicker. 
BOTTOM LINE The offensive and defensive lines 
will be the key to the season. If Padrick gets 
solid protection, the team’s offense will be 
among the best in the league. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
i ee 


Pos, No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 9 Reggie Thompson 5-11 186 So. 
LT 78 Dustin Gibson 6-6 263 So. 
LG 74 Mike Alvarez 61 300 Jr. 
C 63 Xavier Shannon 61 312 So. 
RG 61 Ronny Silva 6-2 346 Sr. 
RT 71 David Bailey 6-6 324 Sr. 
TE 87 Samuel Smith 6-3 248 Sr. 
WR 1 Chandler Williams 5-11 190 Sr. 
QB 16 Josh Padrick 6-3 207 Sr. 
RB 3 = A’mod Ned 5-9 174 So. 
FB 27 = John Ellis 5-1 215 Fr. 
K 15 Chris Patullo 6-0 178 Sr. 
KR 1 Chandler Williams 5-1 190 Sr. 
E 42 Antwan Barnes 6-1 230 Sr. 
NT 77 Roland Clarke 6-4 288 Jr. 
T 92 Jonas Murrell 62 3 So. 
E 48 Myron Acoff 63 250 Jr. 
SLB 46 James Black 6-0 215 Sr. 
MLB 51 Keyonvis Boule 6-0 225 Sr. 
WLB 28 Jeremiah Weatherspoon 6-2 206 So. 
CB 22 Lionell Singleton 5-10 176 Jr. 
FS 24 Marshall McDuffie 62 204 Jr. 
SS 26 Chris Smith 5-10 207 Sr. 
CB 25 = Zach Davis 5-9 176 Sr. 
P  1i__ Dustin Rivest 58 167 Fr. 
PR 1 Chandler Williams 5-1 190 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


; Sept. 23 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 at Middle Tennessee* 
Sept.9 at South Florida 
Sept. 16 Bowling Green 

at Maryland 
Arkansas State 

at North Texas 

@ at Miami 

at Alabama 
La.-Monroe 
La.-Lafayette | 

@ Florida Atlantic* 
A Troy 


Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 25 
Dec. 2 
“Thursday 
*at Pro Player Stadium, Miami 
® Toughest game @ Must win 
* Best chance to pull an upset 


GOLDEN 
PANTHERS DATA 
Stadium: FIU (artificial, 17,000) 
Site: Miami 

Coach: Don Strock (15-29, 

4 years; 7th year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 

Greg Briner (5th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Kevin Fouquier (1st year) 
Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last league title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: None 
2005 record: 5-6, 3-4/T4th 
Sun Belt 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 

Rushing: A’mod Ned 

(88 att., 375 yards, 3 TDs) 
Passing: Josh Padrick 
(221-366-11, 2,461 yards, 13 TDs) 
Receiving: Chandler Williams 


(61 rec., 870 yards, 2 TDs) 
2005 RESULTS 
at Kansas State —_L, 35-21 

at Texas Tech L, 56-3 

at Arkansas State 1, 66-24 . 
Florida A&M W, 23-6 
North Texas L, 13-10 

at Troy L, 18-13 

at La.-Monroe W, 31-29 

at La.-Lafayette L, 28-7 
Western Kentucky W, 38-35 
Florida Atlantic  W, 52-6 


Middle Tennessee W, 35-31 


SUN BELT 


I 
8. FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


OFFENSE Three quarterbacks are battling for the spot vacated by Danny Embrick. 
Sean Clayton, who transferred from Michigan State after the 2003 season, made two 
starts last year in relief of Embrick. He was crisp in beating North Texas but tossed 
three interceptions in a 52-6 loss to rival Florida International. Also in the mix are 


7. LOUISIANA-MONROE 


OFFENSE The Warhawks have the biggest holes to fill in the Sun Belt, on offense and 
defense. Kinsmon Lancaster is expected to be the team’s first starting quarterback 

other than Steven Jyles since the third game of the 2002 season. Lancaster is in the 
same mold as Jyles—elusive, athletic, creative. He throws a great deep ball, even bet- 


ter than Jyles. Lancaster needs to improve his accuracy. He completed only 9-of-22 


passes with two interceptions in the spring 


freshman Rusty Smith and McKinson Souverain, the most athletic of the group. The 


Owls had the league's worst scoring offense and 


game. One of the league's best lines should give SCHEDULE third-worst total offense last season. The line SCHEDULE 
Lancaster time to throw and open running lanes Date Opponent made great strides during the spring, and that Date Opponent 
for Calvin Dawson. Sept.2 Alcorn State should help Charles Pierre and Dilvory Sept.2 mat Clemson 
DEFENSE The entire line needs to be replaced. Sept.9 at Kansas Edgecomb find room to run. Sept.9 at Kansas State 
Ricky Williams is experienced and is atop the Sept. 16 mat Alabama DEFENSE Most of the Owls’ starters are young. Sept. 16 at Oklahoma State 
depth chart at nose tackle after recording Sept.30 @ Florida Atlantic The oldest of the eight defensive linemen onthe Sept. 23 at South Carolina 
24 tackles and 1'/z sacks last season. The sec- Oct.7 at Arkansas State depth chart is a junior, but the best is Jervonte Sept. 30 at La.-Monroe 
ondary in the 4-2-5 scheme is the unit's Oct.14 at Troy Jackson. Cergile Sincere has the talent to be a Oct. 18. — La,-Lafayette* 
strength. Chaz Williams had five interceptions Oct.21 Middle Tennessee top-flight linebacker. He'll get help from Frantz Oct.28 AArkansas State 
in ’05, and Kevin Payne led the team with Oct.28 at Arkansas* Joseph, a transfer from Boston College. Troy Nov.4 at Middle Tennessee 
87 tackles. Both are back, along with proven Nov. 11 at Fla. International | Pindell, who will battle to start at cornerback Nov. 11 Troy 
defensive backs Quintez Secka and Josh Nov. 18 at Kentucky opposite Quincy Skinner, had a team-high four Nov.18 at North Texas 
Thompson. Josh Alexander, Harry Bradley and Nov. 25 North Texas interceptions in 2005 and was impressive inthe Nov. 25 @ Fla, International* 
Jeremy Moll have experience in the middle of Dec.2 AatLa-Lafayette spring. Florida Atlantic's top defensive back *Wednesday 
the Warhawks’ defense. *at Little Rock, Ark. might be strong safety Kris Bartels, a 2004 at “Pro Player Stadium, Miami 
SPECIAL TEAMS The departure of the Sun W Toughest game @ Must win walk-on who was second on the team in tackles Toughest game @ Must win 
Belt's all-time best punter, Joel Stelly, left a A Best chance to pull an upset last season with 82. Best chance to pull an upset 
giant hole in the special teams. Not only could SPECIAL TEAMS The Owls need more from their 
he quickly change the field with a booming WARHAWKS return teams after finishing seventh in the Sun OWLS DATA 
punt, he also was a weapon with deep kickoffs, DATA Belt in punt returns and last in kickoff returns in Stadium: Lockhart (grass, 
Payne, a safety, handled punting duties in the Stadium: Malone (grass, 30,427) | 2005. Seven players returned kickoffs—none of 20,000) 
spring. Site: Monroe, La, them well. Kicker Daniel Kennard and punter Site: Boca Raton, Fla. 
BOTTOM LINE Lancaster gets his chance at Coach: Charlie Weatherbie Mike Brown were seniors last season and will Coach: Howard Schnellenberger 
quarterback, and he has a line and a running (11-23, 3 years; 56-87 overall, have to be replaced. (28-30, 5 years; 128-107°3 
back good enough to help him adjust to the 13 years) BOTTOM LINE Iffy special teams units and overall, 21 years) 
starting role. The defense needs to develop Offensive coordinator: Bob the undecided quarterback situation will Offensive coordinator: 
quickly up front if Monroe has any hopes of Leahy (Ist year, 4th at school) hinder Howard Schnellenberger's team. So will Gary Nord (2nd season, 3rd at 
repeating its ‘OS success, which included a share Defensive coordinator: five straight road games—and a brutal non- school) 
of the league title, Kim Dameron (2nd year) conference schedule—at the start of the year. Defensive coordinator: 
Offensive scheme: Multiple Kirk Hoza (6th season) 
STARTERS Defensive scheme: Multiple Offensive scheme: Pro set 
pate Rt Last league title won: 2005 PROJECTED STARTERS Defensive scheme: Multiple 
(tie) Last league title won: None 
Pos. No, Name Ht Wt. Cl Pos. No, Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 9 Joe Merritt 6-0 195 sr, Last bowl appearance: None WR 82 Chad Wilkes 6-0 175 So, Lest bowl appearance: None 
IT 75 Kyle Cunningham 6-4 285 Jr, 2005 record: 5-6, 5-2/Tist, UT 52. Nello Faulk 6-6 264 sr, 2005 record: 2-9, 2-5/T7th 
LG 70 Aaron Schutz 63 310 So, SunBelt LG 65 Brandon Jackson 63 245 So, Sun Belt 
© 79 Adam Hill 6-1 325 Jr C 78  Jarrid Smith 6-2 258 Jr. 
RG 77 Joseph Joseph 62 25 J «6=RETURNING RG 71 John Rizzo 63 25 sc. RETURNING 
RT 76 Larry Shappley 65 20 3S. LEADERS RT 63 Antes Perkins 64 2 Ss. LEADERS 
TE 88 Mitch Doyle 6-5 255 So, rm i TE 85 Mike Wilds 6-4 230 Jr. q H 
WR 6 Marty Humphrey G18. Se Papeete ees WR 6 Frantz Simeon 510 172 Sa ue att perch etn 
WR 16 Adam Hogan 62 180 Jr. tds 0B 15 Sean Clayton 65 225 Jr < : 
0B 7 Kinsmon Lancaster 5-11 182. So, Passing: Kinsmon Lancaster RB 32. Dilvory Edgecomb 5-40 180. So, Passing: Sean Clayton 
RB 22 Calvin Dawson 5-9 199 Jr, (724-1, 54 yards, 0 TDs) FB 35 Aaron Sanchez 510 220 sr, (Sh51-3, 329 yards, 1 TD) 
K 10 Ragan Walters 5-9 179 Jr, Receiving: Marty Humphrey K 34 Warley Leroy 5-10 160 So, Receiving: Casey McGahee 
KR 24 Chaz Williams 6-0 185 Jr  (20rec., 269 yards, 0 TDs) KR 16 Cortez Gent 62 170 fr (23 rec., 269 yards, 1 TD) 
E 97 Christan Cambridge 62 262 5. 2005 RESULTS E 97 Josh Pinnick 65 22 « 2005 RESULTS 
T 90 DeMarcusCarmouche 6-5 290 So. Northwestern State L, 27-23 T 99 Randy Hunter 6-3 260 So. at Kansas L, 30-19 
NT 53 Ricky Williams 62 275 Jr at Wyoming L, 38-0 T 92 Jervonte Jackson 6-3 280 So. QklahomaState  L, 23-3 
E 43 Travis Eickman 63 205 So. at Georgia L, 44-7 E 77 Robert St. Clair 6-4 201 So. at Minnesota L, 46-7 
in aoe diecneet 6-0 220 St at Florida Atlantic W, 28-21 ede aks 61 205 So La-Monroe =, 28-21 
nbepha's ned Ns . cg Pred Game 61 220 So. at Louisville —_L, 6110 
S 5 Austin Willis 6-0 195 sr Arkansas State W, 31:27 WLB 45 Cergile Sincere 6-0 213 Jr 
(B 21 Quintez Secka 6-0 185 Sr, at Arkansas L, 44-15 CB 10 Quincy Skinner 5-10 170 sg at larLafayette W, 28-10 
S$ 28 Josh Thompson 6-1 210 So. Troy W, 27-3 SS 27 Kris Bartels 5-10 190 Jr, Middle Tennessee L, 35-14 
S 14 Kevin Payne 6-1 212 Sr. Fla. International L, 31-29 FS 9 — Taheem Acevedo 61 201 Jr at Arkansas State L, 3-0 (0T) 
CB 24 «Chaz Williams 6-0 185 Jr. at Middle Tennessee W, 34-31 CB 13 Rickey Bethel 5-10 176 Sr. at Troy L, 28-14 
P14 Kevin Payne 61 212 St atNorthTexas —W, 24-19 P16 Mike O'Neill 5-1 178 Jr. North Texas W, 26-23 
PR 84 J.J. McCoy 510 165 So. (a-Lafayette L, 54-21 PR 16 Cortez Gent 62 170 Fr. — atFla. International L, 52-6 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 
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INDEPENDENTS J 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Georgia Tech 
Sept.9  @Penn State 
Sept. 16 Michigan 
Sept. 23 at Michigan State 
Sept. 30 Purdue 

Oct.7 Stanford 
Oct.21 UCLA 

Oct.28 at Navy* 
Nov.4 North Carolina 
Nov. 11 at Air Force 
Nov.18 Army 

Nov.25 mat USC 
*Baltimore 

@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to be upset 


FIGHTING 
IRISH DATA 
Stadium: Notre Dame (grass, 
80,795) 

Site: South Bend, Ind. 

Coach: Charlie Weis (9-3, 1 year) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Michael Haywood (2nd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 

Rick Minter (2nd year, 4th at 
school) 

Offensive scheme: Pro set 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 

Last year not in a bowl: 2003 
2005 record: 9-3 


2005 RESULTS 
at Pitt W, 42-21 

at Michigan W, 17-10 
Michigan State —_L, 44-41 (OT) 
at Washington W, 36-17 

at Purdue W, 49-28 
USC L, 34-31 
BYU W, 49-23 
Tennessee W, 41-21 
Navy W, 42-21 
Syracuse W, 34-10 

at Stanford W, 38-31 


Ohio State* L, 34-20 
“Fiesta Bowl 


KEY LOSSES 
Offense: TE Anthony Fasano, 

K D.J. Fitzpatrick, T Mark LeVoir, 
WR Matt Shelton, G Dan 
Stevenson; WR Maurice Stovall 
Defense: P D.J. Fitzpatrick, 

LB Brandon Hoyte, LB Corey 
Mays 


174 


’ This begins and 


NOTRE DAME 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The 
prevailing theme is to attack the 
defense at its weak point by run- 
ning or passing—this is where 
Charlie Weis’ meticulous game- 
planning comes into play—and to 
force adjustments 
that eventually will 
lead to other weak- 
nesses, The Irish 
are multiple in 
scheme and based 
primarily in pro 
sets. 

SKILL POSITIONS 


ends with quarter- 
back Brady Quinn, a 
leading Heisman 
Trophy contender. 
In one season under 
Weis, Quinn went 
from a big, strong, 
talented player with 
zero confidence to 
one of the college 
game's most effi- 
cient quarterbacks. 
Weis’ offense has 
allowed Quinn to 
better develop what 
he does best: throw 
intermediate and 
deep balls. Tailback 
Darius Walker is a 
gutsy runner over- 
shadowed in Weis’ 
pass-happy offense. 
Walkers slashing 
style keeps defenses 
guessing. The prob- 
lem: Walker isn't a 
grinder. Fullback Asaph Schwapp is 
a solid lead blocker but not much of 
a short-yardage back. So the short 
running game likely will lean on big 
freshman James Aldridge, who 
enrolled early. There are two blatant 
examples of players misused under 
the previous staff: Quinn and wide- 
out Jeff Samardzija. He isn't the 
fastest guy, but Samardzija 
explodes out of cuts, creates separa- 
tion and uses his big frame to 


g 
‘ 


shield his body and the ball. The 
return of Rhema McKnight, who 
missed the final 10 games of the 
season with a knee injury, gives the 
Irish deep speed. There's little pass- 
catching experience at tight end, 


where John Carlson and Marcus 
Freeman are primarily blockers, 
OFFENSIVE LINE This is the lone 
question on an otherwise loaded 
offense. It's not like the Irish are 
full of inexperience; four of the 
five projected starters played sig- 
nificant roles over the past two 
years. And therein lies the prob- 
lem. The group had problems get- 
ting a push in the running game 
against elite opponents, but there 


is hope that another season under 
respected line coach John Latina 
will help. The middle three of cen- 
ter John Sullivan and guards Bob 
Morton and Dan Santucci is solid 
but not spectacular. Left tackle 


Ryan Harris has developed into 
one of the best pass blockers in 
the nation, but the Irish could 
start a freshman (Sam Young) at 
the other tackle spot. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
Coordinator Rick Minter always 
has used various combinations of 
zone and pressure to keep offens- 
es guessing, which is what made 
last year so frustrating. Because 
the Irish had problems in coverage 


RETURNING LEADERS 


RUSHING 
Darius Walker 
Travis Thomas 
PASSING 
Brady Quinn 292 
RECEIVING 

Jeff Samardzija 

Darius Walker 

John Carlson 

KICK/PUNT RETURNS 
Tom Zbikowski 

David Grimes 

KICKING 

Carl Gioia 2 
TACKLES 

Ambrose Wooden 

Tom Zbikowski 

Mike Richardson 

Maurice Crum 

Chinedum Ndukwe 

Sacks: Victor Abiamiri (8) 
Interceptions: Zbikowski (5) 


and struggled to find a con- 
sistent pass rush, Minter was 
forced to use more zone prin- 
ciples than he wanted to. 
FRONT SEVEN The line is 
the key. If a strong pass rush 
emerges, there's no stopping 
the train. Tackles Derek 
Landri and Trevor Laws are 
solid run stuffers. The key to 
the pass rush, though, is 
enigmatic end Victor 
Abiamiri. He must play a 
more disruptive role; his rush 
end spot is the key to Minter's 
defense. Ends Ronald Talley 
and Justin Brown must be 
more consistent in technique 
and understand that one 
power move doesn't work all 
the time. The Irish need two 
more ends to become factors 
in the rotation. Linebacker, 
more than any other position, 
is where freshmen likely will 
make a significant impact. 


Comp. Att. 
450 649 3,919 32 


Assists Total 


Att. Yds. Avg. TD 


253 «1/196 47 9 
63 248 39 
Pct. Yds. TD 


Rec. Yds. Avg. 
7 1,249 16.2 


8.0 
Avg. 
13.2 
22.2 


XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts, 


orem irs 
TFL/Yds. 
13 74 0 

29 1/10" 

16 5/26 
25 3.5/5 
2 2.5/5 


The staff tried Maurice Crum 
at all three positions in the 
spring to find a way to get 
the best three linebackers on 
the field. Career reserves Joe 
Brockington and Mitchell 
Thomas and Anthony 
Vernaglia will compete for 
starting spots. Crum started 
on the strong side last year 
but is expected to start in the 
middle because of his experi- 
ence and because the coaches 
trust him to run the defense. 
Crum could move back to the 
strong side if one of the 
freshmen is advanced enough 
to play the middle. 
SECONDARY The secondary 
returns, but these guys were 
torched much of last season. 
That's why incoming freshmen 
Darrin Walls and Raeshon 
McNeil could play early. But 
there is hope that an 
improved pass rush will allow 


the secondary to take more 
chances in coverage. 
Cornerbacks Mike Richardson 
and Ambrose Wooden are 
good athletes, and their phys- 
ical style is more suited to 
man coverage. Safeties Tom 
Zbikowski and Chinedum 
Ndukwe are strong in run sup- 
port and rarely out of position 
in coverage. Minter wants to 
play his safeties closer to line 
of scrimmage for run support 
and various blitz schemes, but 
the pass rush must improve. 
Terrail Lambert emerged in 
the spring as a legitimate 
nickel back and third corner. 

SPECIAL TEAMS With the 
departure of D.J. Fitzpatrick, 
the Irish will need to break in 
a new punter and kicker. Geoff 
Price has a strong leg and will 
handle the punting duties, 
and incoming freshman Ryan 
Burkhart likely will take over 
the extra point and field-goal 
duties. Zbikowski is fantastic 
on punt returns. David Grimes 
and D.J. Hord are decent on 
kickoff returns, but look for 
speedy true freshman George 
West to become the primary 
kickoff return man. 

COACHING STAFF Weis isn't 
technically the offensive 
coordinator, but he calls the 
plays, and the offense runs 
through him. Minter—one of 
three former head coaches 
(secondary coach Bill Lewis 
and quarterbacks coach Peter 
Vaas) on the staff—will have 
more success as Weis 
improves the talent. 

BOTTOM LINE From Notre 
Dame's point-a-minute 
offense to a favorable sched- 
ule to one of the top X’s-and- 
O's coaches in the game, 
there's little not to like about 
the 2006 Irish. —Matt Hayes 


(J) _sINDEPENDENTS 


An opposing coach says ... 


DEPTH CHART 
Pos. No. Name _ Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 83 Jeff Samardzija 6-5 216 Sr. 
7__Darrin Bragg 6-1 192 So. 
UT 68 Ryan Harris 6-5 288 Sr. 
77 Michael Turkovich 6-6 290 So. 
LG 50 Dan Santucci 6-4 290 Sr. 
79 Brian Mattes 6-6 285 Sr. 
C 78 John Sullivan 64 298 Jr. 
76 _ Bob Morton 6-4 292 Sr 
76 Bob Morton 6-4 292 Sr. 
59 _ Chris Stewart* 6-5 340 Fr. 
72 Paul Duncan 67 292 So. 
79 _ Brian Mattes 6-6 285 Sr. 
TE 89 John Carlson 6-6 254 Jr. 
87 __ Marcus Freeman 6-3 245 Sr. 
WR 5 Rhema McKnight 62 207 Sr. 
1) David Grimes 6-0 170 So. 
QB 10 Brady Quinn 6-4 231 Sr. 
13__ Evan Sharpley 6-2 207 Fr. 
RB 3 Darius Walker 5-10 208 Jr. 
26 __ Travis Thomas 60 215 Jr. 
FB 44 Asaph Schwapp 6-0 250 So. 
35 Ashley McConnell 60 247 Jr. 
K Ryan Burkhart* 5 185 Fr. 
KR 11 David Grimes 6-0 170 So. 
Ree a oe ee 
Pos, No. Name Ht Wt. Ci, 
LE 95 Victor Abiamiri 6-4 260 Sr. 
57 __ Dwight Stephenson 62 252 Jr. 
tT 98 Trevor Laws 6-1 293 Jr. 
___92__Derrell Hand 63 301 Fr. 
RT 66 Derek Landri 6-3 263 Sr. 
96 _ Pat Kuntz 62 267 So. 
RE 99 Ronald Talley 6-4 261 So. 
94 Justin Brown 63 247 So. 
WLB 48 Steve Quinn 62 215 So. 
____ 47 __ Mitchell Thomas 63 240 Jr. 
MLB 40 Maurice Crum 6-0 220 So. 
41 Scott Smith 63 234 So. 
SLB 4 = Anthony Vernaglia 63 221 So. 
42 _ Kevin Washington 61 231 Fr. 
RCB 22 Ambrose Wooden 5-1 197 Jr 
15 Leo Ferrine _ 6-0 186 So. 
SS 9 Tom Zbikowski 6-0 208 Jr. 
6 Ray Herring 6-0 199 So. 
FS 18 Chinedum Ndukwe 6-2 219 Sr. 
27 __ David Bruton 62 187 So. 
LCB 30 Mike Richardson 5-11 193 Sr. 
__ 20 _Terrail Lambert ___5-Il_ 188 _ So. 
P 7 Geoff Price 63 186 Jr. 
PR 9 Tom Zbikowski 6-0 208 Jr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


INDEPENDENTS ~ ©. {J 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 East Carolina 
Sept.9 Massachusetts 
Sept.16 at Stanford 
Sept. 23 Tulsa 

Sept. 30 at Connecticut 
Oct.7 at Air Force 
Oct.14 Rutgers 

Oct.28 ms Notre Dame* 
Nov.4 at Duke 

Nov. 11 at Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 18 Temple 

Dec.2 @Army* 

*at Baltimore “at Philadelphia 
@ Toughest game @ Must win 
A Best chance to pull an upset 


MIDSHIPMEN 
DATA 

Stadium: Navy-Marine Corps 
Memorial (artificial, 34,000) 
Site: Annapolis, Md. 

Coach: Paul Johnson (28-21, 
4 years; 7th year at school) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Paul Johnson (5th year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Buddy Green (5th year) 


Offensive scheme: Triple option 


Defensive scheme: 3-4 

Last league title won: None 
Last year not in a bowl: 2002 
2005 record: 8-4 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Adam Ballard 
(109 att., 668 yards, 6 TDs) 
Passing: Brian Hampton 
(6-19-2, 99 yards, 1 TD) 
Receiving: Jason Tomlinson 
(25 rec., 445 yards, 1 TD) 


2005 RESULTS 
Maryland L, 23-20 
Stanford L, 41-38 
at Duke W, 28-21 
Air Force W, 27-24 
Kent State W, 34-31 
at Rice W, 41-9 
at Rutgers L, 31-21 
Tulane W, 49-21 
at Notre Dame L, 42-21 
Temple W, 38-17 
at Army W, 42-23 
Colorado States  W, 51-30 
*Poinsettia Bow! 


OFFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY The Midshipmen run coach Paul 
Johnson's triple option attack, using slot backs as combina- 
tion receivers/rushers and putting pressure on the defense 
from sideline to sideline. Last year's outfit led the nation in 
rushing. When Navy connects through the air, it's usually for a 
big gain because of the element of surprise. 

OFFENSIVE PERSONNEL Fear not, the option is in good 
hands. Quarterback Brian Hampton steps in for Lamar Owens 
and, as a senior, is well versed in the attack. He's a strong 
runner, and he throws pretty well, too. Fullback Adam Ballard 
emerged during 2005's final three games, rushing for 488 
yards. There are slot backs galore, led by Reggie Campbell, 
who scored five times in the bowl victory against 
Colorado State, and the line returns four starters. When the 
Mids throw, they'll rely on big-play specialists Jason 
Tomlinson and Campbell. 

DEFENSIVE PHILOSOPHY Navy isn't going to overwhelm 
anybody because it doesn't have the size up front. So it relies 
on a quick 3-4 scheme that emphasizes its linebackers and 
uses its secondary to help out in the box, as well as against 
the pass. 

DEFENSIVE PERSONNEL The Midshipmen weren't as good 
last year as they were in '04, but it’s not like they have revert- 
ed to their form from earlier in the decade, when the Mids 
couldn't stop anybody. The secondary is the strength of the 
unit because of many returning starters, solid depth and plen- 
ty of versatility. Keenan Little can play corner or safety, as can 
Jeremy McGown. Inside linebacker Rob Caldwell is a tackling 
machine, and fellow inside ‘backer Clint Sovie moves like a 
cruiser. Outside man Tyler Tidwell was a threatening presence 
in the backfield, piling up 10 sacks and 19 tackles for loss last 
year. Ends Andrew Tattersall and John Chan are productive 
pass-rushers, and Navy hopes David Wright can hold things 
down at nose guard. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Joey Bullen made only one field goal 
from beyond 40 yards last year, but it was a 46-yard game- 
winner against Air Force. The punting job remains open, but it 
doesn't matter all that much because Navy went for it 30 
times on fourth down last year, converting 19. Karlos 
Whittaker is a dangerous kick returner, though Campbell 
should field some kicks, too. Tomlinson is solid bringing back 
punts. As usual, the Navy coverage units are stout. 

COACHING STAFF Johnson is responsible for the offense, 
and his ability to keep teams off-balance with the rarely used 
option attack makes Navy a tough opponent for any team, no 
matter how talented it might be. Defensive coordinator Buddy 
Green is a former head coach (Chattanooga) with plenty of 
experience and a creative approach, something quite neces- 
sary in Annapolis. 

BOTTOM LINE Johnson has it rolling. The offense produces 
every year and can insert new parts with ease. This season, 
Navy has another solid team and a schedule that gives it an 
opportunity to thrive. Notre Dame remains on the schedule, 
but Massachusetts, Eastern Michigan and Temple are there, 
too. Navy will be gunning for its fourth straight Commander- 
in-Chiefs Trophy and bow! trip, and it won't be surprising to 
anyone if it accomplishes both. —Michael Bradley 


Ballard 


Pos, No. Name _ = Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 80 0.J. Washington 510 188 Jr. 
____ 89 Tyree Barnes 62200 So. 
LT 79 Matt Pritchett 6-2 290 Sr. 
53 Josh Meek 61 260 Jr. 
1G 60 Zach Gallion 62 315 Sr. 
75 _ Anthony Gaskins 6-1 275 So. 
C 69 James Rossi 6-1 269 Sr. 
78 Cole Smith 6-0 260 Sr. 
RG 63 Antron Harper 5-11 257 Jr. 
74 Ben Gabbard 6-4 300 Jr. 
RT 51 Andrew McGinn 61 247 So, 
16 JoePerson” ss 6-4 252 Sr. 
WR 87 Jason Tomlinson 6-1 208 Sr. 
_81__Kyle Kimbro 61 182 Jr 
SB 21 Trey Hines 5-9 208 Sr. 
33 Karlos Whittaker 5-1 206 Jr. 
0B 3 — Brian Hampton 5-1 208 Sr. 
14__ Troy Goss 62 206 Jr. 
SB 7 Reggie Campbell 5-6 165 Jr. 
____ 28 _ Shun White 5-9 187 So. 
FB 22 Adam Ballard 61 223 Jr. 
34 Matt Hall 5-10 210 Sr. 
K 39 Joey Bullen 510 186 Jr. 
KR 7 — Reggie Campbell 5-6 165 Jr 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
E 43 Tye Adams 63 228 Sr. 
96 _ Andrew Tattersall 6-4 249 Sr 
NG 97 David Wright 6-3 274 Sr. 
98 Larry Cyic 6-2 280 Sr. 
—E 95 John Chan 6-1 249 Sr. 
93 Casey Hebert 61 246 Jr. 
OLB 40 David Mahoney 5-9 219 Sr. 
38 _ Keith Lisante 62 227 Jr. 
ILB 57 Rob Caldwell 6-0 229 Sr. 
___51_ Anthony Piccioni S-6i 21a st. 2 
LB 44 = Clint Sovie 5-1 196 So. 
50 Joe Cyle Sl 227 Sr. 
OLB 45 Tyler Tidwell 6-2 224 Sr. 
54 Matt Wimsatt A229 
CB 8 Jeremy McGown 5-11 189 Sr. 
20 Greg Thrasher 5-8 173 Jr. 
ROV 11 _— Ketric Buffin 5-7 165 So. 
4 Keenan Little 5-11 195 Sr. 
FS 25 DuJuan Price 5-1 214 Sr. 
15 Clay Carter 6-4 209 Sr. 
CB 4 _ Keenan Little 5-11 195 Sr. 
18 Rashawn King 6-0 185 So. 
P 31 Greg Veteto 61 75 Jr. 
PR 87 Jason Tomlinson 6-1 208 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


<) Alp 


KT) ARMY 


OFFENSE Gone are two four-year starters, quarterback Zac Dahman and running back 


Carltdn Jones, so there must be trouble, right? Not necessarily. The line returns all 
five starters, fullback Mike Viti is back to deliver—and absorb—punishment, and the 
wideouts, led by Jeremy Trimble, are in good shape. David Pevoto has a strong arm, 
and he can do some option work even though he's 6-5. Things aren't as rosy at run- 


ning back, where Army is without a back who 
has at least one varsity carry. Ricky Lay, who 
switched from wide receiver last year, has the 
most experience in the offense. Jamal Robinson 
is talented, but at 5-8, 178, he can't be expected 
to tote it 25 times per game. 

DEFENSE The good news starts at linebacker, 
where weakside man Barrett Scruggs is quick to 
the ball, and Cason Shrode is sturdy in the 
middle. Strong safety Caleb Campbell is a 
defensive star who led Army with five picks and 
97 tackles last season. He should be joined on 
the back line by Randy Chasten, but coach 
Bobby Ross gushed over the play of Jordan 
Murray during spring drills. Both corners are 
new, but Sean Grevious was impressive in the 
spring. Army is set at end with Cameron Craig 
and Brandon Thompson. Tony Fusco is a capable 
plug at tackle. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Justin Koenig is a steady kicker 
whose range extends to 50 yards. Punter Owen 
Tolson is reliable. The question is in the return 
game. Corey Anderson got some work in the 
spring, but he hardly is guaranteed the job. 
BOTTOM LINE Army's 4-7 mark in 2005 was a 
positive step. Now, it’s time for more progress. 
Pevoto should be fine under center, but the key 
to the season is the development of the running 
game. Should Army handle its infantry responsi- 
bilities, six wins are possible. —Michael Bradley 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

Bae = ine ae Se 
Pos, No, Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
WR 2 Walter Hill 5-11 190 Sr. 
{1 77 Ray Zelenak 6-3 262 Jr. 
LG 58 Dan Evans 6-3 297 Sr. 
C 67 Pete Bier 6-4 282 Sr. 
RG 70 Matt Wesiner 6-3 289 Sr. 
RT 72 Jonathan Connon 6-6 293 Sr. 
TE 84 TimDunn 6-4 238 Sr. 
WR 5 Jeremy Trimble 6-0 214 Jr. 
QB 14 David Pevoto 65 229 Jr. 
RB 18 Ricky Lay 6-4 215 Sr. 
FB 33 Mike Viti 5-10 242 Jr. 
K 49 Justin Koenig 5-11 180 Sr. 
KR 6 Corey Anderson 5-8 165 Jr. 
— 95 Brandon Thompson 6-4 265 Jr. 
T 99 Travis Prikryl 6-4 270 Sr. 
T 66 Tony Fusco 6-1 308 Jr. 
— 94 Cameron Craig 6-4 251 Sr. 
SLB 45 Charlie Rockwood 6-4 221 Jr. 
MLB 54 Cason Shrode 6-3 251 Sr. 
WLB 55 Barrett Scruggs Gt 213 Sr. 
CB 8 Darren Newson 5-11 187 So. 
SS 13 Caleb Campbell 6-3 223 Jr. 
FS 4 Randy Chasten 6-2 2i Sr. 
CB 26 Sean Grevious 5-1 173 Sr. 
P 1 Owen Tolson 6-3 205 Jr. 
PR 6 Corey Anderson 5-8 165 Jr. 


SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 
Sept.2 at Arkansas State 
Sept.9 Kent State 
Sept.16 at Texas A&M” 
Sept. 23 at Baylor 

Sept. 30 Rice 

Oct.7 ~~‘ VMI 

Oct.14 at Connecticut 
Oct.21 TCU 

Oct. 28 at Tulane 

Nov.3 = Air Force** 
Nov.18 mat Notre Dame 
Dec.2 @ Navy’ 

“at San Antonio **Friday 

*at Philadelphia 

& Toughest game @ Must win 


A Best chance to pull an upset 


Stadium: Michie (artificial, 
40,000) 
Site: West Point, N.Y. 


Coach: Bobby Ross (6-16, 2 years; 


100-92-2 overall, 17 years) 
Offensive coordinator: 
Kevin Ross (3rd year) 
Defensive coordinator: 


John Mumford (3rd year, 7th at 


school) 

Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 4-3 
Last league title won: None 
Last bowl appearance: 1996 
2005 record: 4-7 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Corey Anderson 
(6 att., 19 yards, 0 TD) 
Passing: David Pevoto 
(6-12-1, 68 yards, 0 TD) 


Receiving: Jeremy Trimble 
(42 rec., 535 yards, 4 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Boston College L, 44-7 
Baylor L, 20-10 
lowa State L, 28-21 
Connecticut L, 47-13 
Central Michigan _L, 14-10 
at TCU L, 38-17 
at Akron W, 20-0 
at Air Force W, 27-24 
Massachusetts W, 34-27 
Arkansas State — W, 38-10 
Navy L, 42-23 


TEMPLE 


OFFENSE Mike McGann wasn't an All-American candidate last year, but he brought 
more certainty than this year’s crop of quarterbacks. The starting job was wide open 
coming out of the spring, with Shane Kelly and Colin Clancy battling freshman 
enrollee Jarrett Dunston. When freshman Vaughn Charlton arrives this summer, he'll 
enter the fray, Each must adjust to coordinator George DeLeone's multiple set. The 


Owls hope Tim Brown, who missed 2005 to con- 
centrate on academics, can handle running back 
chores full-time. He's quick and reliable in the 
passing game. He'll work behind a line with 
potential. Elliot Seifert and Alex Derenthal are 
the stalwarts there. 

DEFENSE Because the Owls gave up 45.3 points 
and 460.9 yards per game last year, fans might 
think things can’t get much worse in ‘06. Well, 
they can. With just two returning starters and a 
dearth of depth, it could be another rough 
stretch for Temple, which makes the switch to a 
3-4 defense under coordinator Mark D'Onofrio. 
There are some positives. Linebacker Ryan Gore 
showed last year he could get to the ball. The 
secondary has some experience with returning 
starter Chris Page, a steady performer in ’05. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Redshirt freshman Jake 
Brownell should handle the punting chores. He'll 
also fight for the kicking job with Danny Murphy 
and Mike Pettinelli. Speedy wideout Travis 
Shelton is the best among the return candi- 
dates, As for the coverage units, well, don't ask. 
BOTTOM LINE New coach Al Golden has taken 
great strides to eradicate the culture of losing 
that has set in at Temple. But with only 

76 scholarship players on the roster, most of 
whom are underclassmen, Golden needs time for 
a program that will move to the Mid-American 
Conference next season. —Michael Bradley 


PROJECTED STARTERS 
REAP See 
Pos. No. Name Ht Wt. Cl. 
WR 82 Bruce Francis 60 175 So. 
UT 71 Jabari Ferguson 6-4 295 So. 
LG 55 Tariq Sanders 66 310 Sr. 
C 59 Alex Derenthal 6-4 280 So. 
RG 60 Neil Dickson 6-4 280 So. 
RT 70 Elliot Seifert 6-7 300 Sr. 
TE 84 Ben Hendy 6-3 235 So. 
WR 2  Domerio Hamilton 60 195 Sr. 
0B 17 Shane Kelly 6-4 215 So. 
RB 7 Tim Brown 58 185 Sr. 
FB 39 Josh Bundy 5-10 240 Jr. 
K 18 Danny Murphy 58 175 Jr. 
KR 22 Travis Shelton 5-11 185 So. 
E 73 Devin Tyler 67 250 Fr. 
T 92 Terrance Knighton 6-4 325 So, 
E 94 Philip Simpson 62 275 So. 
OLB 93  Leyon Azubuike 63 245 So. 
LB 43 Keith Holt 61 215 So. 
LB 44 = Walter Mebane 6-0 225 Sr. 
OLB 5 Ryan Gore 6-0 225 Sr 
CB 29 Georg Coleman 6-0 180 So. 
S 21 Dominique Harris 63 190 Fr. 
S$ . 24 Chris Page 5-10 175 Sr. 
CB 6 David Reese 5-1 180 Sr. 
P 47 = Jake Brownell 510 195 Fr. 
PR 14 Nick Santa Cruz 5-7 165 Sr. 


Returning starters in bold *True freshman 


SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 

Aug. 31 @ at Buffalo 

Sept.9 Louisville 

Sept. 16 at Minnesota 

Sept. 23 at Western Michigan 
Sept. 30 at Vanderbilt 

Oct.7 Kent State 

Oct.12  Clemson* 

Oct.21 at Northern Illinois 
Oct.28 Bowling Green 
Nov.4  & Central Michigan 
Nov. ii mat Penn State 
Nov.18 at Navy 

“Thursday at Bank of America Field, 
Charlotte 

®& Toughest game @ Must win 

A Best chance to pull an upset 


OWLS DATA 
Stadium: Lincoln Financial 
(grass, 68,532) 

Site: Philadelphia 

Coach: Al Golden (ist year) 
Offensive coordinator: 
George DeLeone (Ist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mark D'Onofrio (ist year) 
Offensive scheme: Multiple 
Defensive scheme: 3-4 
Last league title won: 1967 
(Middle Atlantic) 

Last bowl appearance: 1979 
2005 record: 0-11 


RETURNING 
LEADERS 
Rushing: Josh Bundy 

(16 att., 39 yards, 3 TDs) 
Passing: Joe DeSanzo 
(24-52-0, 212 yards, 0 TDs) 


Receiving: Jamel Harris 
(20 rec., 241 yards, 0 TDs) 


2005 RESULTS 
at Arizona State L, 63-16 
at Wisconsin L, 65-0 
Toledo L, 42417 
Western Michigan L, 19-16 
at Bowling Green L, 70-7 
Maryland L, 38-7 
Miami L, 343 | 
at Clemson L, 37-7 
Miami (Ohio) L, 41-14 
at Virginia L, 51-3 
at Navy L, 38-17 
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INDEPENDENTS 


RECRUITING 


| nmy Clause. 
Westlake Village, Calif./Oaks 
Christian 

Clausen is the younger broth- 
er of Casey and Rick Clausen, 
who both played college ball 
at Tennessee. Jimmy has 
committed to Notre Dame. He 
has a quick release, a strong 
arm and excellent accuracy. 
He threw 88 touchdown pass- 
es the past two years. 


2. Marvin Austin, 
DT, 6-3, 299 
Washington, D.C./Coolidge 
Austin has incredible athleti- 
cism for a big man; he runs a 
leg of the 4x100 andthe 55 & 
meters in track. His quickness 
surprises opponents and 
allows him to track down run- 
ning backs and quarterbacks 
to the outside. 


The next 20 


6. Mike Paulus, QB, 6-5, 220 

Syracuse, N.Y./Christian Brothers 

Paulus has great size, a strong arm and can throw in or out of the pocket. He 
has committed to North Carolina. 

7. Ryan Mallett, QB, 6-6, 230 

Texarkana, Texas/Texas 

Mallett, who has committed to Michigan, has a cannon arm. 
8. Armando Allen, RB, 5-9, 181 

Hialeah, Fla./Miami Lakes 

Allen plays bigger than his size and has blazing straight-ahead 
speed and good vision. 

9. Noel Devine, RB, 5-8, 175 

North Ft. Myers, Fla./North Ft. Myers 

Devine is a threat to score from any place on the field. 

10. Raymond Carter, RB, 6-1, 185 

Los Angeles/Crenshaw 


A slasher, Carter is L.A.'s top running back for 2007. He has committed to UCLA. 


11. Dwight Jones, WR, 6-5, 210 

Burlington, N.C./Cummings 

Jones, who has committed to North Carolina, has tremendous 

size and plays physical. 

12. Arrelious Benn, WR, 6-1, 208 

Washington, D.C./Dunbar 

Benn is a big, physical receiver who is a matchup nightmare for cornerbacks. 
13. Deonte Thompson, WR, 6-0, 180 

Belle Glade, Fla./Glades Central 

Thompson has track speed, which separates him from many receivers. 
14. Josh Oglesby, OT, 6-7, 315 

Milwaukee/Saint Francis 

Oglesby, who has committed to Wisconsin, has great feet and is 
athletic for his size. 

15. Ryan Miller, OT, 6-8, 280 

Littleton, Colo./Columbine 

Miller has a tall frame and plenty of room to add bulk. 
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O The top five prospects for 2007 


3. Willy Korn, QB, 6-2, 200 
Duncan, S.C./Byrnes 

Korn, who has committed to Clemson, shows 
poise beyond his years on the field and does 
everything well. As a junior, he threw for 53 

touchdowns and ran for 10 more, illustrating 
his dual-threat ability. 


4. Caleb King, RB, 5-11, 186 
Lilburn, Ga./Parkview 

King is an ankle-breaker with his 
tremendous start-stop and cutting ability. 
He also could be utilized in the passing 
game. As a junior, King ran for 2,768 yards 
and 19 scores. 


5. Chris Galippo, LB, 6-3, 225 
Anaheim/Servite 

Athletic is the best way to describe 
Galippo, who has committed to USC. As a 
junior, he blocked six kicks, and he made 
161 tackles. He's one of the most athletic 
players in the country. 


Rivals.com’s top fhigh school football prospects 
for 2007 as of May 2006. 


16. Trinton Sturdivant, OT, 6-6, 285 
Wadesboro, N.C./Anson 

Sturdivant, who has committed to Georgia, is one of the best 

run blockers in the nation. 

17. Tray Allien, G, 6-4, 305 

Grand Prairie, Texas/South Grand Prairie 

Allen, who has committed to Texas, is explosive off the ball, 
stays low and plays with solid leverage. 

18. Aaron Hernandez, TE, 6-4, 235 

Bristol, Conn./Bristol Central 

Hernandez is a wide receiver in a tight end’s body. He has 
committed to Florida. 

49. Allen Bailey, DE, 6-3, 252 

Darien, Ga./Mcintosh County Academy 

Bailey is a man among boys in high school; he makes tackles with authority. 
20. John Brown, DT, 6-2, 285 

Lakeland, Fla./Lakeland 

Brown is physical and does a great job beating double-teams. 
21. Gary Gray, CB, 5-10, 170 

Columbia, S.C./Richland Northeast 

Gray plays bigger than his 5-10 frame and is physical for his size. 
He has committed to South Carolina. 

22. Dionte Alien, CB, 6-0, 175 

Orchard Lake, Mich./St. Mary's 

Allen can play bump-and-run but also is effective in zone coverage. 
23. Eric Berry, CB, 6-0, 180 ; 
Fairburn, Ga./Creekside 

Berry is a great athlete whose potential is off the charts. 

24. John Chiles, ATH, 6-1, 195 

Mansfield, Texas/Summit 

Chiles, who has committed to Texas, has blazing speed and could 
play a number of positions in college. 

25. Joe , ATH, 5-11, 180 

River Ridge, La./John Curtis 

McKnight can do a little of everything—on offense and defense. 


The top 200 prospects for 2007 


QUARTERBACKS 

1, Jimmy Clausen, 6-3/200, Westlake Village, Calif./Oaks Christian 
2. Willy Korn, 6-2/200, Duncan, S.C./Bymes 

3, Mike Paulus, 6-5/220, Syracuse, N.Y./Christian Brothers 
4. Ryan Mallett, 6-6/230, Texarkana, Texas/Texas 

5. Tyrod Taylor, 6-1/193, Hampton, Va./Hampton 
Phillip Bates, 6-2/200, Omaha, Neb./North 

Pat Bostick, 6-3/196, Lancaster, Pa./Manheim Township 
John Brantley, 6-3/190, Ocala, Fla./Trinity Catholic 
Kodi Burns, 6-2/195, Fort Smith, Ark./Northside 

Aaron Corp, 6-4/195, Villa Park, Cali,/Orange Lutheran 
Rodney Cox, 6-6/228, Angier, N.C./Hamett Central 

Nick Fanuzzi, 6-3/200, San Antonio/Churchill 

Chris Forcier, 6-3/185, San Diego/St. Augustine 
Stephen Garcia, 6-3/212, Tampa/Jefferson 

Logan Gray, 6-2/180, Columbia, Mo./Rock Bridge 

G.J. Kinne, 6-3/207, Canton, Texas/Canton 

Peter Lalich, 6-5/235, Springfield, Va./West Springfield 
Jarrett Lee, 6-3/210, Brenham, Texas/Brenham 

Jason Munns, 6-5/228, Kennewick, Wash./Southridge 
Josh Nesbitt, 6-1/210, Greensboro, Ga./Greene County 
Cameron Newton, 6-5/225, Atlanta/Westlake 

Keith Nichol, 6-2/180, Lowell, Mich./Lowell 

Matt Simms, 6-2/200, Ramsey, N.J./Don Bosco Prep 
Chris Smith, 6-3/220, South Point, Ohio/South Point 
Chris Whitney, 6-3/215, Philadelphia/St. Joseph's Prep 


RUNNING BACKS 

1. Caleb King, 5-11/186, Lilburn, Ga./Parkview 

2. Armando Allen, 5-9/181, Hialeah, Fla.,/Miami Lake 

3. Noel Devine, 5-8/175, North Ft. Myers, Fla./North Ft. Myers 
4, Raymond Carter, 6-1/185, Los Angeles/Crenshaw 

5 Broderick Green, 6-1/230, Little Rock, Ark./Pulaski Academy 
William Anderson 6-0/220, St. Lovis/Hazelwood East 

Raymond Carter, 6-1/185, Los Angeles/Crenshaw 

John Clay, 6-2/220, Racine, Wis./Park 

Enrique Davis, 6-1/210, Lynn Haven, Fla./Mosley 

Jonathan Dwyer, 6-0/200, Marietta, Ga./Kell 

Darren Evans, 6-0/208, Indianpolis/Warren Central 

Kelvin Grady, 5-10/156, East Grand Rapids, Mich./East Grand Rapids 
Daniel Herron, 5-10/190, Warren, Ohio/Harding 

Ryan Houston, 6-2/235, Matthews, N.C./Butler 

Robert Hughes, 6-0/220, Chicago/Hubbard 

Kendall Hunter, 5-9/185, Tyler, Texas/John Tyler 

Cody Johnson, 5-10/225, Waller, Texas/Waller 

Brian Maddox, 6-0/215, Anderson, S.C,/T.L. Hanna 

Dale Martin, 5-11/195, Bolingbrook, III./Bolingbrook 

Thomas Merriweather 5-11/185, St. Lovis/Hazelwood East 
Chris Rainey, 5-8/160, Lakeland, Fla./Lakeland 

Kevin Simmons, 5-10/175, Virginia Beach, Va./Kempsville 
Bradley Stephens, 5-10/185, McAllen, Texas/Memorial 

Justin Sturns, 5-11/205, Rusk, Texas/Rusk 

Andre Tate, 6-2/215, Mendota Heights, Minn./Henry Sibley 
Morgan Williams, 6-0/190, Canton, Ohio/McKinley 


WIDE RECEIVERS/TIGHT 
1. Dwight Jones, 6-5/210, Burlington, N.C./Cumming 

2. Arrelious Benn, 6-1/208, Washington, D.C./Dunbar 

3. Deonte Thompson, 6-0/180, Belle Glade, Fla,/Glades Central 
4, Aaron Hernandez, 6-4/235, Bristol, Conn./Bristol Central3. s 
5. Terrance Toliver, 6-5/180, Hempstead, Texas/Hempstead 
Doug Beaumont, 5-9/176, Louisville, Ken./Male 

Curtis Brown, 6-0/174, Gilmer, Texas/Gilmer 

Dez Bryant, 6-1/195, Lufkin, Texas/Lufkin 

Tony Clemons, 6-3/185, New Kensington, Pa,/Valley 

Shamaar Coates, 6-0/174, Williamsport, Pa./Williamsport 

D.J. Donley, 6-4/200, Folkston, Ga./Charlton County 

Duval Kamara, 6-4/205, Hoboken, N.J./Hoboken 

John Keye, 6-6/215, Jackson, Ga./Jackson 

Dion Lecorn, 5-11/196, Ocala, Fla./Trinity Catholic 

Greg Little, 6-3/208, Durham, N.C,/Hillside 

D’Angelo McCray, 65/265, Jacksonville/Andrew Jackson 


Ahmad Paige, 6-3/175, Sterlington, La./Sterlington 

Niles Paul, 6-1/200, Omaha, Neb./North 

Mike Ragone, 6-5/230, Cherry Hill, N.J./Camden Catholic 
Colin Sandeman, 6-1/188, Bettendorf, lowa/Bettendort 
Markques Simas, 6-2/205, San Diego/Mira Mesa 

Israel Troupe, 6-1/205, Tifton, Ga./Tift County 

Taurian Washington, 6-0/167, Orchard Lake, Mich./St. Marys” 
Lansford Watson, 6-4/217, Brooklyn, N.Y./Lincoln 

Bailey Woods, 6-5/223, Marietta, Ga./Walton 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

1, Josh Oglesby, 6-7/315, Milwaukee/Saint Francis 

2. Ryan Miller, 6-8/280, Littleton, Colo./Columbine 

3. Trinton Sturdivant, 6-6/285, Wadesboro, N.C.Anson 

4. Tray Allen, 6-4/305, Grand Prairie, Texas/South Grand Prairie 
5. Anthony Davis, 6-6/305, Piscataway, N.J./Piscataway 
Nick Claytor, 6-7/305, Gainesville, Ga./Gainesville 

Sam DeMartinis, 6-6/252, Sherman Oaks, Calif/Notre Dame 
John Elliott, 6-4/282, East Meadow, N.Y./East Meadow 
Marquis Franklin, 6-5/315, Tyler, Texas/John Tyler 

Antwane Greenlee, 6-6/302, Columbus, Ga./Hardaway 
Stuart Hines, 6-5/280, Bowling Green, Ken./Bowling Green 
Kyle Hix, 6-6/290, Aledo, Texas/Aledo 

Michael Huey, 6-5/290, Kilgore, Texas/Kilgore 

Chris Little, 6-6/335, Jeffersonville, Ga./Twiggs County 

Dan Matha, 6-7/310, Erie, Pa./McDowell 

Aundre McGaskey, 6-4/290, La Marque, Texas/La Marque 
Kristofer O'Dowd, 6-4/275, Tuscon, Ariz./Salpointe Catholic 
Quintin Richardson, 6-5/265, Columbia, S.C./Spring Valley 
Derek Sherrod, 6-6/298, Columbus, Miss./Caledonia 

Tanner Strickland, 6-4/315, Nashville, Ga./Berrien County 
Trinton Sturdivant, 6-6/285, Wadesboro, N.C./Anson 
Darrian Weems, 6-7/270, Woodland Hills, Calif/Taft 

Alex Williams, 6-6/280, French Settlement, La,/French Settlement 
OMontrell Wilson, 6-5/295, Rayville, La./Rayville 

James Wilson, 6-5/305, St. Augustine, Fla./Nease 

Lee Ziemba, 6-7/295, Rogers, Ark./Rogers 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

1. Marvin Austin, 6-3/299, Washington, D.C, /Coolidge 

2. Allen Bailey, 6-3/252, Darien, Ga./McIntosh County Academy 
3, John Brown, 6-2/285, Lakeland, Fla./Lakeland 

4, Richetti Jones, 6-3/234, Dallas/Lincoln 

5. Ben Martin, 6-5/220, Cincinnati/LaSalle 

Joseph Barksdale, 6-4/315, Detroit/Cass Tech 

Will Blackwell, 6-4/289, West Monroe, La./West Monroe 
Russell Carter, 6-3/230, Houston/Westbury 

Nick Gentry, 6-1/268, Prattville, Ala./Prattville 

Domonic Glover, 6-4/230, Mission Viejo, Calif/Mission Viejo 
Andre Jones, 6-4/305, El Paso, Texas/Andress 

Ted Laurent, 6-2/285, Powder Springs, Ga./McEachern 

Cliff Matthews, 6-5/235, Cheraw, S.C./Cheraw 

Rolando Melancon, 6-2/260, Lutcher, La./Lutcher 

Jacoby Monroe, 6-2/240, Jacksonville/Sandalwood 

Kerry Murphy, 6-4/315, Hoover, Ala./Hoover 

Kerry Neal, 6-3/225, Bunn, N.C./Bunn 

Brian Price, 6-3/270, Los Angeles/Crenshaw 

Travian Robertson, 6-4/220, Laurinburg, N.C./Scotland County 
Kenny Rowe, 62/225, Long Beach, Calif/Poly 

Devon Still, 6-5/250, Wilmington, Del./Howard 

Rae Sykes, 6-4/230, Alcoa, Tenn./Alcoa 

Stephen Thomas, 6-3/287, Lancaster, Texas/Lancaster 
Justin Trattou, 6-4/230, Ramsey, N.J./Don Bosco Prep 

lan Williams, 6-2/300, Longwood, Fla./Lyman 


LINEBACKERS 

1. Chris Galippo, 6-3/225, Anaheim/Servite 

2. Mare Tyler, 6-0/215, Westlake Village, Calif./Oaks Christian 
3. Rolando McClain, 6-3/230, Decatur, Ala./Decatur 

4, Keenan Robinson, 6-3/211, Plano, Texas/East 


_5. Chris Donald, 6-2/205, Huntingdon, Tenn./Huntingdon 


Manny Abreu, 6-4/215, Union City, N.J./Union Hill 


5 RECRUITING 


Austin Box, 6-3/215, Enid, Okla./Enid 

Oevonte Campbell, 6-2/216, Forestville, Md./Forestville 

Chris Colasanti, 6-2/209, Lakeville, Mich./Brother Rice 

Gavin Cooper, 6-2/220, Oakland/Skyline ‘ 
Scotty Cooper, 6-0/200, Lake City, S.C/L1!e City 

Albert Craddock, 6-2/200, High Point, N.~ ‘Southwest Guilford 
Andrew Dailey, 6-3/215, Massillon, Ohic Washington 

Jared Detrick, 6-2/235, Newport News, Va,/Woodside 

Stefoin Francois, 6-2/210, Reserve, La./East St. John 

Blake Lawrence, 6-3/205, Overland Park, Kan./Shawnee Mission West 
Von Miller, 6-2/211, DeSoto, Texas/DeSato 

Robert Mullins, 6-2/205, Los Angeles/Dorsey 

Aaron Nagel, 6-1/215, Lemont, III./Lemont 

Stevan Ridley, 6-0/220, Natchez, Miss./Trinity Episcopal 

Barquell Rivers, 5-11/210, Wadesboro, N.C./Anson 

Derrick Stephens, 6-3/220, Cypress, Texas/Falls 

Chris Strong, 6-2/240, Batesville, Miss./South Panola 

Aaron Taliaferro, 6-2/215, Gloucester, Va./Gloucester 

Will Thompson, 6-1/230, Jersey City, N.J./St. Peter's Prep 

JCourtney Williams, 6-4/218, Christchurch, Va./Christchurch School 


1. Gary Gray, 5-10/170, Columbia, S.C./Richland Northeast 
2. Dionte Allen, 6-0/175, Orchard Lake, Mich./St. Mary's 

3. Eric Berry, 6-0/180, Fairburn, Ga./Creekside 

4. Ronald Johnson, 6-0/177, Muskegon, Mich./Muskegon 

5. James Thomas, 6-0/170, La Marque, Texas/La Marque 
Antwoine Baker, 6-1/185, Los Angeles/Jordan 

Ahmad Black, 5-11/170, Lakeland, Fla./Lakeland 

Michael Bowman, 5-11/165, Wadesboro, N.C./Anson 

Ryan Broyles, 5-11/160, Norman, Okla./Norman 

‘tis Chambers, 6-2/185, Ft. Wayne, Ind./Snider 

‘ekerrein Cuba, 6-2/180, Tyler, Texas/Lee 

Lorenzo Edwards, 6-2/217, Orlando/Edgewater 

Donnie Evege, 5-11/185, Huber Heights, Ohio/Wayne 

CJ Fleming, 6-0/172, Highland Springs, Va./Highland Springs 
Chad Jones, 6-3/215, Baton Rouge, La./So.thern Lab 

Phelon Jones, 6-0/185, Mobile, Ala./McGill-Toolen 

Nate Oliver, 6-0/195, Lakewood, Ohio/St. Edward 

Evan Rodriguez, 6-3/200, North Bergen, N.J./North Bergen 
David Ross, 6-1/170, Compton, Calif/Dominguez 

D.J. Thomas, 5-8/157, Ashland, Va./Patrick Henry 

Glen Wakam, 5-11/185, Ventura, Calif/St. Bonaventure 
Donovan Warren, 6-0/160, Long Beach, Calif/Long Beach Poly 
Ben Wells, 6-0/174, Beaumont, Texas/Ozen 

Michael Williams, 5-11/180, Ventura, Calif/St. Bonaventure 
Major Wright, 6-1/200, Ft. Lauderdale, F 2, /St. Thomas Aquinas 


ATHLETES 

1. John Chiles, 6-1/195, Mansfield, Texas Summit 

2. Joe McKnight, 5-11/180, River Ridge, Ls./John Curtis 

3. Mark Bames, 6-3/190, Columbia, S.C./f.-hland Northeast 
4. Golden Tate, 5-11/175, Hendersonville, [2nn./Pope John Paul I) 
5. Steve Paskorz, 6-2/208, Pittsburgh/Haipton 

Lamark Brown, 6-3/215, St. Lovis/Hazelwood West 

Alphonso Bryant, 6-0/186, Homestead, Fla./Homestead 
Morgan Bumett, 6-1/182, College Park, Ga./North Clayton 
Travaris Cadet, 6-1/205, Miami/Central 

Lennon Creer, 6-1/190, Tatum, Texas/Tatum 

Everson Griffen, 6-4/263, Avondale, Ariz./Agua Fria 

Junior Hemingway, 6-2/205, Conway, S.C./Conway 

Blaine Irby, 6-3/235, Ventura, Calif/St. Bonaventure 

Marshall Jones, 6-0/185, Westlake Village, Calif/Oaks Christian 
Tony Logan, 6-0/190, Piscataway, N.J./Piscataway 

Davon Morgan, 6-1/180, Richmond, Va./Varina 

Marquise Rolle, 6-3/181, Orlando/Olympia 

Christian Scott, 6-0/185, Dallas/Skyline 

Harrison Smith, 6-3/215, Knoxville, Tenn./Catholic 

Malcolm Smith, 6-2/200, Woodland Hills, Calif/Taft 

Nathan Stupar, 6-2/220, State College, Pa./State College 

Earl Thomas, 5-10/174, Orange, Texas/West-Orange Stark 
Devon Torrence, 6-0/200, Canton, Ohio/South 

Doug Wiggins, 5-11/180, Miami/North Miami Beach 

John Williams, 5-11/175, Breaux Bridge, La./Breaux Bridge 
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EVEN UP THE ODDS THIS SUMMER WITH 
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CEO C. Richard Allen 
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Southern Miss 
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(Fri, Nov. 10) 
at Memphis 
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at San Diego State Wyoming 
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Team 


UAB 
UCF 
UCLA 
UNLY 
USC 
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